
  

 

 

 

 

 

06 December 2021 

To: All Media Houses 

From: The Azanian People's Organization (AZAPO) 

AZAPO AGITATES FOR EXPUNCTION OF SECTION 25 OF RSA CONSTITUTION TO ALLOW FOR LAND REPOSSESSION  
AZAPO notes that on Tuesday December 07, 2021 the Joint Constitutional Review Committee (JCRC) of 
Parliament will table its recommendations on the expropriation of land without compensation to Parliament. For 
AZAPO land expropriation without compensation in the context of the amendment of Section 25 of the liberal 
Republic of South Africa (RSA) Constitution, amounts to adopting a legalistic approach to resolving the land 
question. Such an approach creates opportunities for reactionary land usurpers (i.e. the verkrampte, white 
liberal parties and agricultural associations) to go to court should the outcome not suit them. For AZAPO the 
land question in AZANIA (SA) can ONLY be resolved through repossession of land from the white land usurpers. 
Such land repossession should be informed by a revolutionary, historical, ideological, economic, agricultural and 
socio-economic rationale – Black people were robbed off their land - AZAPO contends that the white land 
usurpers obtained  this land  violently and illegally. Therefore nothing short of reversing this injustice will restore  
the dignity, fulfil the historical aspirations of Black people to return the land. AZAPO is of the view that the 
repossessed land should be vested under the ownership of the State for the benefit of all citizens, and not just a 
select white minority and the ruling elite. 

AZAPO’s call for land repossession as opposed to land expropriation, is informed by what characterised all 
revolutions the world over. These revolutions were primarily based on land, and post the defeat of the 
imperialists and colonialists, the democratic governments, proceeded to put land under social ownership – that 
is under the custody of the state. The state then proceeded to parcel out land in a fair and equal manner for 
settlement, production and social usage. This in AZAPO’s view is how the land question should be dealt with. 

AZAPO asserts that, expunging Section 25 of the RSA Constitution is the first logical act in the process of 
dismantling the physical discrimination against Black People, which is principally manifested through deprivation 
of land. AZAPO calls on the JCRC of Parliament and parliamentarians to apply their minds carefully when deciding 
on the constitutional and legal responses to realise land repossession and redistribution. Repossession of land 
should not require justification. Once you subject it to justification, you open yourself bare to serious litigation  
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that will drain the state financially and delay the process. Expropriation as a concept has a connotation that one 
is taking away someone else’s property and needs justification for doing so. The classical definition of 
expropriation is: the action by the state or an authority of taking property from its owner for public use or 
benefit. Repossession presupposes and reaffirms that Black people are the owners of the land and are entitled to 
the land and justified in taking back the land. The issue of compensation does not come into the picture. How 
and why would you compensate a thief or an aggressor? 

AZAPO’s position closes the debate on compensation, whether there are improvements on the land or not. 
Those improvements were at the risk of the thief losing out on the land and there should never be an 
expectation to be compensated. The drive by some verkrampt and white liberal parties as well as agricultural 
associations to direct the focus on State land and their production of dubious research on land ownership 
patterns in South Africa, is a desperate attempt, to create confusion in the minds of government, the public, JCRC 
and Parliament. State land has been repossessed already through the installation of a democratic government. 
The JCRC and Parliament should thus direct their focus on all private, agricultural, industrial, commercial and 
residential land. A Land Audit Report by former Minister Gugile Nkwinti revealed that of the 121 973 200 Ha of 
land in the country, 17 061 882 (14%) is state owned; 96 550 791 Ha (79%) is privately owned while 8 360 527 
Ha (7%) is unaccounted for. In its submission to the JCRC, AZAPO argued that Section 25 should be removed 
from the liberal RSA Constitution especially subsections (2) (b) and (3). Subsections (6), (7) and (8), may be 
retained to assist the historical communities to achieve redress. AZAPO wants the land to be  returned to the 
workers and to peasants, whose forebears fought and  died fighting for its return.  

In conclusion, land is the basis of wealth. The redistribution of this wealth is  one of the surest ways of denting 
poverty and squalor faced by millions of Black people. AZAPO urges the JCRC and Parliament to use the 
opportunity on December 07, 2021, to reverse centuries of systematic impoverishment of the Black masses by 
voting for the redistribution of land.  
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