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AZAPO Voice is a Weekly Online Newsletter of AZAPO.  This AZAPO Voice will strive to give effect to the empty Freedom of 

newsletter will provide an unapologetic and critical black Expression that is promised by the Constitution.  We know that 

perspective to the socioeconomic, political and cultural issues that Freedom of Expression amounts to a mockery where the poor 

take place in Azania, Afrika and the world.  AZAPO Voice black people have no means and resources to actualise the 

represents a resumption of the work that the previous and promised Freedom of expression.  The of ownership of the 

historical publications of the Black Consciousness Movement had various media houses and their ideological bias strengthens our 

carved and consolidated over the past 50 years of struggle.  Some point.  It is that upper-class ownership of the media houses that 

of the Publications are the Black Review (SASO), Frank Talk ensures that the lower classes or the poor appear in negative and 

(AZAPO), Azanian Labour Journal (AZAPO), Solidarity (BCMA) passive terms.

and Letsetse (BCMA).

It is against that background that AZAPO Voice comes to the fore 

AZAPO Voice takes pride in the fact that it surfaces in 2018, the with a proud bias towards black people, especially the poor 

year in which AZAPO  covers proud 40 years of revolutionary majority.  It commits to inform, educate and agitate for radical 

struggle.  Even though AZAPO was formed in 1978 and SASO in action to transform the status quo towards the reconquest of the 

1968, it has always been understood that AZAPO was in fact the land and total liberation.  It is in the ownership of the land, 

institutional continuation of the banned BC organisations in 1977.  ownership of the wealth-creating instruments and the distribution 

You could say AZAPO amounted to the renaming of the banned and redistribution of the wealth of the Azanians that black people 

BC organisations to sidestep the immobilising effect of the banning would be able to restore their dignity as human beings.
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AMPLIFYING  THE  BLACK  VOICE
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Out there we continue to witness the chronic mismanagement of AZAPO Voice is deeply concerned by the present 

the economy.  We are seeing downgrade after downgrade that is counterproductive majoritarianism where the ruling party rules 

closing in on a consensus of a junk status for the country.  We through the logic of its numbers than reason and rationality, 

know that will mean the cost of borrowing money will be very high AZAPO Voice welcomes the decisive political statement of the 

for South Africa, while those doing business with South Africa will electorate where it produced “hung parliaments” in the 2016 

do so at their own risk since it may have been declared to be below Local Government Elections.  That meant that no political party 

the investment level in terms of international trade and finance.  was able to rule alone without forming a coalition with two or 

We also see that the prices of raw minerals that we depend on for several political parties.  That has its own shortcomings, but it is 

selling to the world market continues to fall, thereby robbing the the kind of medicine that we need to cure the illness of corruption 

country of the much needed revenue to finance development and State Capture that is undermining the country's economy and 

projects.  the development of our people.  In the short run, hung parliaments 

will ensure that parties will check each other; and that 

What we have just painted is not a picture of a “better life for all”, investigations of the corrupt politicians will take place.

but the one of a worsening quality of life for black people.  We all 

agree that this life should change.  That change should go with 

changing the people and the political system responsible for 

making black people beggars and slaves in the country of their 

forebears.

When the people are tired of the ruling party and demand change 

of political guard, the mainstream media jumps and promise the 

masses that the ruling party can still be relied upon apparently 

because it is going through some renewal.  That renewal is the 

replacement of thieves with thieves.  Those who know better will 

warn us that a snake becomes more energised and dangerous after 

it has lost its old skin.  Put differently, a snake that has undergone 

skin renewal is more dangers and lethal than when it still had its old 

skin.

Therefore, AZAPO Voice calls on the masses to maximise their 

unity in action and kill the snake that is responsible for their 

miseries in the past 23 years.  We should not give it an opportunity 

to undergo renewal and reinforcement in a manner that will give it 

a new lease of life for another 23 years.
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LANDLESSNESS AND POVERTY ARE THE 
SOURCES OF OUR COLLECTIVE 
INDIGNITY

apartheid are still intact, 23 years after the 

dawn of democracy. Black people still suffer 

unparalleled levels of indignity mainly because 

they are landless and poor.

It is highly likely that some of the policemen 

who refused to open a case against the settler 

are black in terms of their pigmentation. 

These policemen have internalised racism 

and have accepted as normal the abuse of 

fellow black people by racists.

The black-led government will generally be 

silent about this gross act of human abuse and 

racism. At best, they might murmur a few 

words of condemnation, saying these kinds of 

acts are regrettable in the new South Africa.A few weeks ago, a Johannesburg newspaper had a story on its 

front page of a settler who forced a black man to eat faeces as 
As AZAPO, our message to our people is simple. Real freedom is punishment for failing to do one of his daily chores.
economic. Political freedom is just a means to an end. The end is 

economic freedom. By economic freedom we mean the ability to Reporters who went to the farm to follow up on the story were 
produce food and feed ourselves. We mean the ability to build our shocked to learn that the similar abuses by the settler were 
own houses and not be reduced to economic slaves through the routine and were meted to the black workers with rhythmic 
mortgage bonds. We mean the control of the productive assets of regularity.
the economy so that when we engage with other actors in the 

economy we are not just labourers. We mean the repossession of According to a radio reporter who followed up the story, the man 
the land stolen from our forefathers by settlers from Europe.who was forced to eat the human excrement went to a nearby 

police station to report the case. However, on several occasions, 
Only when we own land and the means of production as black he was sent away as the police refused to open a case against the 
people will we be safe from settler-colonialists and their racism.white man.
There are no short cuts. We may revolt against the open abuse of 

blacks by settlers, but perhaps the worst form of abuse is the The case was only opened after the story was highly publicised in 
subtle racism and condescending attitude of many whites towards the media. But by Thursday, February 1, the settler had not been 
blacks. Because it is subtle, it is even more dangerous because it arrested, despite the fact that the incident had occurred about two 
like a dynamic virus that adapt to new conditions. It is almost months ago. 
impossible to kill.     

  This case highlights a few things. The power relations - that located 

blacks as servants and whites as masters - entrenched under 
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LOOTING OF STATE RESOURCES IS 
COUNTERREVOLUTIONARY

Following the misrule of the Zuma administration which was 

characterised by corruption and blatant theft of state resources, 

there appears to be renewed hope among many of our 

compatriots.

As AZAPO, we have always said that we do not celebrate the 

suffering of black people. The plundering of state resources had a 

negative impact on the people in general but on the lives of the 

black poorest of the poor in particular.

When state money is stolen, fewer houses for the poor can be 

constructed, fewer learners get their books, fewer patients get 

their medicines, and fewer people get water and other basic 

services. That is why we welcome the commitment by the new 

administration that there would be a special focus on fighting 

corruption and theft of state resources.

Too many of our people still go to bed on empty stomachs. That it 

is black people who suffer the indignity of living in shacks is not a 

phenomenon ordained by God. That it is black people who have to 
As Azapo, our view is that the broad liberation movement should compete with animals to get water from dirty wells is also not part 
not lose focus of what the struggle was all about. From our of the 10 Commandments. That black people are trapped in 
different streams as the liberation movement – AZAPO, the PAC poverty and unemployment without any prospects of getting a job 
and the ANC – we were fighting to end the dispossession of the is also not an accident of history.
land by white settlers and their descendants.

It took deliberate planning by successive white and racist regimes 
The apparent renewed hope of our people should not be to ensure that blacks are kept as hewers of wood and drawers of 
squandered. This hope was squandered in 1994 when the Mandela water. This started with their dispossession of land by settler 
administration focused on reconciliation and not on addressing colonialists. After black people were cut off the land, they lost their 
the imbalance of land and wealth distribution.livelihood. They lost their capacity to feed themselves. That is the 

reason many of our people roam the breadth and length of our 
It is time for the new administration to atone for the sins of their country seeking employment. This state of unemployment and 
fathers by giving black people land and help them have a meaningful their inability to feed themselves are the primary drivers of their 
stake in the economy. Once that is done, collectively, we would humiliation and loss of a sense of dignity.
have given meaning to freedom, which for the past 24 years has 

meant essentially the ability to vote every five years but still living How can one have self-respect and dignity when one is unable to 
in poverty.feed himself and his family? How can a man have dignity when he 

cannot provide his family with shelter?
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OUR LANDLESSNESS SHOULD NOT BE 
USED FOR ELECTIONEERING

5

Lekota may be condemned by his fellow members in parliament 

but he deserves an explanation from at least those who champion 

the Freedom Charter. He needs to be told how does the phrase – 

the land belongs to all those who live in it – reconcile with the 

expropriation of land without compensation.

Our view is that the ruling party has not moved from the Freedom 

Charter. The popular slogan that it now supports the 

expropriation of land without compensation has more to do with 

remaining relevant in the eyes of the landless majority who are 

increasingly finding that their aspirations are being articulated by 

the leftist parties, especially the EFF in parliament.

AZAPO has always maintained that real freedom is the liberation 

of the land and its wealth from the descendants of European 
Black Consciousness renegade, Terror Lekota, was admonished in 

settlers to the black majority. Black people should not be duped 
Parliament recently when he asked: whose land do you want to 

into believing that all of a sudden, the ruling party has developed 
expropriate without compensation?

courage to confront white monopoly capital. No wonder that 

leaders of the ruling party quickly qualify the expropriation of land 
Lekota, who defected from the BCM and joined the congress 

with the emphasis: we would not undermine the economy and 
movement while serving a jail term on Robben Island, may have 

food security.
sounded politically incorrect by his question. After all, there is a 

new hype about giving “our” people land that was lost during the 
There is no real commitment to address the land question. The 

era of colonialism and apartheid.
ruling party has been in power for 24 years and their record 

speaks volume on this matter. It remains to be seen if the recent 
In AZAPO, we are clear. We, the black people, lost our land to 

Parliamentary vote to amend the Constitution to allow for the 
European settlers through brute force. This has been the source of 

Expropriation of Land Without Compensation will amount to the 
conflict between the black oppressed and the white oppressors, 

radical version of Land Expropriation as promised. What makes us 
between the landless and the land-owners, between the black 

restless and doubt the authenticity of the promised Land 
have-nots and the white haves.

Expropriation is the cocktail of political parties like IFP and NFP 

that all of a sudden support the call. Is there something they know 
This understanding of who should own the land was the primary 

that we do not know?
reason for the formation of the Pan Africanist Congress (PAC), 

when Robert Mangaliso Sobukwe and his comrades broke away 

from the ANC to form in the PAC in April 1959. Sobukwe and the 

other Africanists were rejecting the Freedom Charter that stated: 

The land belongs to all who live in it.

If one genuinely believes in the Freedom Charter, particularly its 

position on land, then one would have difficulty in taking land from 

the current occupiers of land, because “the land belongs to all 

those who live in it.”
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