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NORTH-WEST IS PROOF THAT SOUTH AFRICA
DOESN’T NEED PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS
What is happening in the North West Province is a
clear proof that the country does not need Provincial
Governments. The health services in that Province
have collapsed, and the national government has taken over the administration of health in that Province.
It is not for the first time that a provincial department
is placed under administration by the national government. A few years ago, several Limpopo departments
were placed under administration due to a state of
collapse of services and corruption.

When the architects of the so-called “new South Africa” were crafting the new political dispensation, they
did not have the system of Provincial Governments in
mind. The decision to introduce Provinces was taken
to appease the Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP), which
had wanted a special deal for Zulu King Zwelithini.
The IFP had insisted that the Zulu kingdom should be
recognised in the new dispensation. In order to address this concern, which was putting the entire sellout settlement in jeopardy, the negotiators cleverly
came up with a plan of Provinces. They drew 9 Provinces as we know them today.
The 9 Provinces have Provincial Legislatures. But to
be blunt, these legislatures serve no purpose. There is
the National Assembly that is the country’s legislative
assembly. Laws are developed and passed in the national Parliament. Does this mean that Provinces do
not play any useful role at all? No, they do. Provinces
are a creative employment scheme for politicians.
They create another layer of political authority. In addition to creating employment for the politicians, the
powers that be create artificial departments at huge
cost of the state and tax payers.
All the national departments, except for the Defence
Force, are duplicated in the Provinces. The Provinces
have huge budgets that run into billions of rands. But
they do not really have sources of revenue, save for a
few such as gambling boards. Provinces get allocations from National Treasury, and distribute the funds
to the various departments.
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Those who are benefiting from the duplication of the
departments will obviously oppose a move to remove
the Provincial Governments. But in truth, they serve
no purpose. The Provincial Governments should be
replaced by simple Administrations – not governments. The resources saved by the abolition of Provincial Governments should be channelled to the
strengthening of Local Governments that will deliver
basic services to the people.

for their evils? At the height of apartheid repression,
the broad Liberation Movement, including AZAPO
that was in the forefront of the Cultural and Economic Boycott, called for multi-national companies to
disinvest from South Africa. A few international
companies left. But in most cases, the call to impose
economic sanctions and to isolate the apartheid regime fell on deaf ears.

As we see North West burning and people complaining about the collapse of service delivery, we should
not forget that the Provinces were just a sellout compromise, and not a planned development design.
It is time that the long-held policy position of AZAPO
on the removal of the second tier of government - the
provinces - should be seriously discussed. They are
too expensive but without any real benefit to the
people except as an employment agency and corruption platform for the elite.

WE ARE TOO EAGER TO CHEER
Last week gold mining companies agreed to pay miners who had contracted silicosis and tuberculosis
while working as miners in a settlement designed to
avoid a pending class action by the victims of the
mining activities in South Africa since the 1960s.
The mining companies set aside about R5 billion to
fund the claims. In terms of the agreement, former
miners who can prove that that they acquired the
diseases would qualify for compensation of between
R70 000 and R500 000. As expected, the mainstream media showered the mining companies with
boundless accolades for the “amazing gesture of
goodwill”. How thoughtful!

The apartheid state machinery was propped up by
many companies that benefited from apartheid. The
close collaboration of those business and the apartheid regime made it possible for the regime to hunt
down freedom fighters and to suppress our collective quest for freedom and liberation. Apartheid was
declared a crime against humanity by the United Nations. The World Council of Churches condemned it
as a heresy. It follows, therefore, that any company
that collaborated with the apartheid government
was an accomplice in the commission of a crime
against humanity.

As a revolutionary party, our duty as AZAPO is not to
take things on face value. We need to look more
closely and understand the deeper meaning of each
development. The first point to make is that the so
called settlement offer was not an act of atonement
by the mining companies. The mining companies
were pre-empting a class court action that had already been filed. They decided to be proactive to
avoid a long and protracted battle whose outcome
could have crippled an industry that is going through
a crisis. So they decided to offer a settlement, and in
the process scored a huge public relations exercise.

The post-apartheid government is now saddled with
the burden of the apartheid legacy, which is not its
creation. Those that were the architects of that
apartheid legacy speak the loudest about the failure
of the black-led government to eradicate the legacy
of apartheid. In fact, if we did not know better, one
might even begin to think that it was the postapartheid government that robbed blacks of their
land and condemned blacks into the ghettoes and the
slums.

Flowing from this settlement, perhaps this is the
right time to confront the elephant in the room.
When will companies that benefited from apartheid
and from cheap labour provided by Africans atone
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book I Write What I Like autographed by AZAPO President Strike Thokoane, while Cde Chris Swepu made a
few words that:

Those who benefited from apartheid have been left
scot free. No atonement. No reparations. Nothing.
They even oppose the minimum wage of R20 an hour
for the poor workers. And the government endorses
such imposition of slavery.

“AZAPO’s observation is that the South African black sportspersons generally vanish
from the radar of wellbeing after they have
retired, and return to the life of poverty and
neglect until they meet their death whereupon they become famous again with all the
public and government attention they receive”.

As AZAPO we are calling for the opening of a debate
on reparations for the victims of apartheid. Those
businesses that benefited from apartheid at the expense of Black people should be made to pay. We
should debate the modalities of reparations, not the
merit.
The government can use the funds from the reparations not on individuals but to address the legacy of
apartheid. We can have better schools, hospitals, water, electricity and investment on infrastructure such
as roads and dams. The money can be used to eradicate poverty and unemployment. The mining companies have showed us that it is the right thing to do. It
is the moral thing to do.

AZAPO CARES
The leaders assured Vetyeka that AZAPO will initiate
separate meetings with the MEC for Sport, Recreation,
Arts and Culture as well the Boxing South Africa
board and raise, among others, the issues below:

On 9 May 2018 the AZAPO Eastern Cape leadership
paid a visit to Simpiwe “V12” Vetyeka who is lying at
the East London Frere Hospital after both his legs
broke following a hit and run accident in mid-April
this year. He has recently undergone an operation on
both his legs.

•

The Delegation was led by Anglican Reverend Zingisile Zake, Chris Swepu and Lungelo Ketye.

•

Vetyeka is a South African professional boxer who is
the former WBA and IBO featherweight champion, as
well as IBO bantamweight champion.

•

In giving hope and support to Vetyeka, Rev Zake led
in prayer and read from the Bible Micah 7:8, “Do not
rejoice over me, my enemy! Though I have fallen, I
will stand up; though I sit in darkness, the LORD will
be my light”.

•

Cde Lungelo Ketye handed over a copy of Steve Biko’s
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BSA and the Department of Sports must initiate a
medical aid and funeral scheme for Professional
boxers.
The BSA and department of sports must mobilize
sponsors for South African Boxers especially
world champions. We call on corporate South Africa to support boxers in the same way they support white athletes and rugby franchises.
Boxing legends should be supported in forming
Cooperatives and be supported through targeted
work and business opportunities, in a similar
fashion to military veterans. Most former world
champions in EL are working as messenger drivers and cleaners.
Embassies must support our boxers when they go
and fight outside the country

On learning of Cone’s death, the President of the Union Theological Seminary Serene Jones said: “To say
his death leaves a void is a staggering understatement. His prophetic voice, deep kindness, and fierce
commitment to black liberation embodied not just
the very best of our seminary, but of the theological
field as a whole and of American prophetic thought
and action”.

An emotional and teary Vetyeka expressed his disbelief that there were people who still cared about Black
people who are down and forgotten. He said he was
at a loss for words. He however thanked AZAPO and
said that the visit gesture was worth more than a R1
billion gift.

AZAPO SALUTES THE GREAT
BLACK THEOLOGIAN

He is the author of seminal books like Black Theology
and Black Power (1969); A Black Theology of Liberation (1970); God of the Oppressed (1975); The Cross
and the Lynching Tree (2011).

AZAPO plays tribute to one of the foremost pioneers
of Black Theology and theoreticians of Black Consciousness, Rev Prof James H Cone, who fell on 28
April 2018 at the age of 79. His death shocked the
world of revolutionaries who pursue the struggle
against white supremacy and for the restoration of
Black dignity in the world.

Unlike many theologians who sought to disengage
from saying and doing something about the socioeconomic problems and the white racism that affected Black people of the world, Cone denounced a neutral theology as part of a conspiracy against Black
people. To him, God could not afford to be neutral in
the face of the hardships and the genocide generally
experienced by Black people in an anti-Black world.
God could not be colourless. He had to be Black and
be biased to Black People. He had to be a fighting and
struggling God on the side of Black people.

World-renowned scholar and author of Race Matters
Cornel West had this to say about his friend: “James
Cone was the theological giant and genius in our
midst! He was the greatest liberation theologian to
emerge in the American empire – and he never ever
sold out”.

On Black Power, Cone said: “Black Power is the power
of black folks to make decision regarding their identity”. His view on God’s identity is that: “The search for
black identity is the search for God, for God’s identity
is black identity”. Then he gets blunt on God’s cultural and political standpoint: “If God is not for us and
against white people, then he is a murderer, and we
had better kill him”.
In the Introduction to his book The Cross and the
Lynching Tree, he shows how Jesus died exactly the
same way Black people are murdered under the devil
spell of white supremacy: “Despite the obvious similarities between Jesus’ death on a cross and the death
of thousands of black men and women strung up to
die on a lamppost or tree, relatively few people, apart
from black poets, novelists, and other reality-seeing
artists, have explored the symbolic connections”.
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Are we recognized for what we have done? We will
surely be recognized if we walk the streets with a
gun.
People are scared to accept their ethnicity,
Because the color of our skin decide our destiny.
But my destiny is to stay strong, and fight not physically but verbally.
I don't have to be Alfred Austin to develop words of
wisdom and passion
But I can be another student who stands to speak his
mind and let it free.

Needless to say, Cone was quite influential in the development of Black Theology in Azania. In Azania,
Black Theology became an important segment of the
Azanian Revolution through which the Black Consciousness Movement (BCM) pursued the Spiritual
Liberation of the land-dispossessed and oppressed
Black people. It became an instrument through which
an interpretation of religion aligned to the liberatory
efforts of the Black people was achieved.
The Founding Father of the BCM, Steve Biko, cautioned against making the understanding of religion
“the monopoly of so-called theologians”. As a revolutionary activist, he defines “religion as nothing else
but what it is – i.e. a social institution attempting to
explain what cannot be scientifically known about the
origin and destiny of man…”

We are not perfect; we all have done wrong at times
We all don’t shine, but when we spot success we will
surely climb
Getting an education to make legal dine is a no for
them, they prefer to see us do crime.
Our first step as [blacks] is to have a respectful personality,
Pull up your pants and lets all face reality and understand that a man can't ride your back unless it’s bent.
And for a bigger step we all shall repent.

A number of the BCM militants pursued the Black
Theology scholarship, among whom are Sabelo “Son
of Man” Ntwasa, Basil More, Itumeleng Mosala and
Takatso Mofokeng.

Very often black teenager's face grazes the metal
fences and concrete walls, while being tortured by
cops
If you’re passing by and you’re black think again if
you want to stop
You will have more finger print than you ever had in
your paint book,
They will put charges on you that have occurred way
before you were on earth.
They will throw you in jail, kick, spit and treat you
like dirt.

AZAPO salutes our Son of the Soil in the Diaspora,
James H Cone. We salute him and thank him for his
contributions and giving Black Consciousness and
Black Power a global footprint.

YES I'M BLACK!
By Jermine Hodge
Yes I'm black, that doesn't mean I'm vulnerable to
attack,
I'm just like you, a human, red blood, emotions and a
moving figure,
Why should you treat me like I'm about to pull a trigger?
I didn't create sagging, I didn't create gang banging so
why would you want to put the worst on me?
To get me jailed, tortured, and then to set me free?

This isn’t about the rhyme, because I would surely do
it all the time.
But thank you if I have kept your attention.
Being black wasn’t a choice or intention
I’m already black, there is no correction,
I will keep living up! No way my life will be a recession!

My shadow is scared to walk beside me. Yes, because
my shadow is black.
Walking to school to get my education, and they want
to search my backpack.
It doesn’t matter how long you live, but the way you
live.
Having and living life is my greatest gift.
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