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AZAPO’s unique selling proposition to the people of 
Azania in general, and to the voters in particular, has 
been, and continues to be the fact that we are the pri-
mary custodians of the Black Consciousness (BC) phi-
losophy. 

 

But what is the essence of BC? 

 

BC is a potent ideological response to white racism.  It 
is an antidote to white racism.  One of the leading BC 
theoretician and founder of the BCM in Azania is Ban-
tu Steve Biko. 

 

So, there can never be a proper definition of BC with-
out reference to our martyr, the revolutionary that 
was murdered for an idea that will live for ever, 
which is BC - the philosophy that stood the test of 
time. 

  

BC has several elements. The first is the realisation 
that we as Black people are not inferior to other rac-
es.  If we accept that we are not inferior to whites, we 
would love ourselves enough to rebel against white 
oppression and white domination.  We would be 
proud of who we are.  We would be happy with our 
flat noses, our dark skins and our kinky hair.  We 
would not define beauty in terms of European fea-
tures.  We would render both the white man and 
woman irrelevant in our description and perception 
of what constitutes beauty. 

And if we accept that we are not inferior, we would 
not accept any form of oppression by other people, 
including European settlers.  In fact, by embracing BC, 
we are already on the road to self-determination, be-
cause the other fundamental principle of BC is that 
our destiny is in our hands.  We should never out-
source our progress and development to other peo-
ple.  

 

This is an important element of BC.  Proponents of BC 
do not see themselves as victims in any situation.  
They rise above self-pity and put their destiny into 
their own hands.  BC adherents refuse to accept as 
God-ordained the dominant class position that the 
white tribe has prescribed for itself. 

THE ABC OF BC 
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BC also cultivates the cultural reconstruction of the 
soul.  What does this mean?  It means Black people 
should appreciate who they are, culturally.  They 
must embrace their African names; they must em-
brace their religion, their cultures, their languages 
and their way of life.  

 

BC is also a realisation that the colour black is at the 
centre of the political oppression, the economic ex-
ploitation, the social degradation visited on Black 
people by whites.  In order to reverse this global phe-
nomenon of racism, Black people should essentially 
create a world where white supremacy is not chal-
lenged in words but in deeds. 

 

In the context of Azania, BC would mean that because 
Black people are not inferior, they would not accept 
the role that the descendants of European settlers 
had assigned to themselves exclusively - that of ruling 
over Black People and taking their land and confining 
Blacks to barren lands in the Bantustans across Aza-
nia.  BC would mean Black people would have this 
unquenchable thirst for freedom and liberation of the 
land and its wealth, so that they can truly determine 
their destiny without the stewardship of white peo-
ple. 

Black people would then produce food for themselves 
and build shelter for themselves.  They will then be 
free and not remain appendages of the white power 
structure.  Instead, BC would give Blacks their power 
back.  Hence the call – Black man you are on your 
own. Black Power!  

 

"Black Consciousness is an attitude of the mind and a 
way of life, the most positive call to emanate from the 
black world for a long time. Its essence is the realisa-
tion by the black man of the need to rally together with 
his brothers around the cause of their oppression - the 
blackness of their skin - and to operate as a group to 
rid themselves of the shackles that bind them to per-
petual servitude." - Biko, I write what I like, 1978 

 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 

 
8 March is the International Women's Day. AZAPO grabs 
this moment to salute the black women warriors who fell 
fighting colonialism, imperialism, capitalism, white racism, 
patriarchy and sexism. Further, we salute those women 

who continue to fearlessly fight against all forms of forces 
that seek to treat women as sub-humans. AZAPO dedicate 
this poem to women: 
 
STILL I RISE 
 
By Maya Angelou 
 
You may write me down in history 
With your bitter, twisted lies, 
You may trod me in the very dirt 
But still, like dust, I’ll rise. 
 
Does my sassiness upset you? 
Why are you beset with gloom? 
‘Cause I walk like I’ve got oil wells 
Pumping in my living room. 
 
Just like moons and like suns, 
With the certainty of tides, 
Just like hopes springing high, 
Still I’ll rise. 
 
Did you want to see me broken? 
Bowed head and lowered eyes? 
Shoulders falling down like teardrops, 
Weakened by my soulful cries? 
 
Does my haughtiness offend you? 
Don’t you take it awful hard 
‘Cause I laugh like I’ve got gold mines 
Diggin’ in my own backyard. 
 
You may shoot me with your words, 
You may cut me with your eyes, 
You may kill me with your hatefulness, 
But still, like air, I’ll rise. 
 

Does my sexiness upset you? 
Does it come as a surprise 
That I dance like I’ve got diamonds 
At the meeting of my thighs? 
 
Out of the huts of history’s shame 
I rise 
Up from a past that’s rooted in pain 
I rise 
I’m a black ocean, leaping and wide, 
Welling and swelling I bear in the tide. 
 
Leaving behind nights of terror and fear 
I rise 
Into a daybreak that’s wondrously clear 
I rise 
Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave, 
I am the dream and the hope of the slave. 
I rise 
I rise 
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The Website of the State Security Agency (SSA) states 
that this body’s mandate is “to provide the govern-
ment with intelligence on domestic and foreign 
threats or potential threats to national stability, the 
constitutional order, and the safety and wellbeing of 
our people”. 

 

Massive resources are poured to the SSA to ensure 
that it gathers intelligence to protect our country’s 
sovereignty and national security.  Of critical im-
portance to this mandate, is fighting of threats to 
“national stability” and “the safety and wellbeing of” 
the citizens.  During the period of apartheid or white 
minority rule, the Intelligence institutions were 
abused and misused to protect white settler-colonial 
regime, and prolong the oppression and exploitation 
of the Black people in order to keep them forever 
landless.  In that sense, the Intelligence institutions 
operated against the majority of the Azanian citizens.  
The countless massacres of Black people were a re-
sult of the white supremacist sinister agenda of de-
feating the Black Power resolve. 

 

Fast forward to the democratic political dispensation 
after 1994: Azanians were justified to expect better 
from a government occupied by a greater number of 
Black people.  The first tragedy was that the ANC-led 
government did not dismantle the apartheid Intelli-
gence institutions.  It inherited them and their anti-
black orientation.  The inherited Intelligence institu-
tions wasted no time in continuing to operate exactly 
the same way they operated in the apartheid era.  The 
only difference was that this time they replaced the 
Nationalist Party-led government with the ANC-led 
one. 

Instead of protecting the country’s sovereignty and 
the people against threats to national security, they 
spent all their resources on destabilising the constitu-
tionally-protected mass activities of the citizens.  
They produced dubious reports that suggested that 
the mass struggles of the people geared at demanding 
service delivery were instigated and supported by 
foreign forces that were hostile to the South Africa 
government.  Based on these false reports, the law 
enforcement agencies were mobilised to use iron fist 
to crack down the mass struggles of the Azanians. 

Azanians like Andries Tatane, Nqobile Nzuza, Mike 
Tshele, Lerato Seema were martyred as a result of the 
brutality of the state apparatus against Black people.  

As if that was not enough, the Intelligence institutions 
were used to track down trade union AMCWU mem-
bers and to either arrest them or expose them to be 
killed by their rivals.  All this was done in the name of 
neutralising, not the threats against the country’s na-
tional security, but to destroy the threats against the 
ruling party’s retention of state power. 

 

The worse was to come.  The ANC-led government’s 
abuse of state power and Intelligence institutions led 
to the Marikana Massacre.  While the white racist Na-
tionalist Party boasted butchering Black people in the 
Sharpeville Massacre and the June 16 Uprising, the 
ANC-led government produced their maiden butcher-
ing act in the form of the Marikana Massacre.  While 
the PAC is historically known to be progressively as-
sociated with the Sharpeville Massacre; and the Black 
Consciousness Movement progressively associated 
with the June 16 Uprising; the ANC could now 
“proudly” claim its reactionary association with the 
Marikana Massacre.  

 

While the country’s national security was being un-
dermined by the State Capture elements like the Gup-
tas and their stooges in government, the Intelligence 
institutions did not only fold their arms and closed 
their eyes; they actually aided the undermining of 
South Africa’s national security.   

 

The Intelligence institutions deteriorated to a level of 
being misused to use state resources to fight the rul-
ing party’s factional battles.  The Brown Mole report 
manufactured to bring down Bulelani Ngcuka and the 
then Scorpions, and the Spy tapes leaked to get Jacob 
Zuma to escape justice, are some of the known exam-
ples of abuse of the Intelligence institutions against 
democracy, national security and the Constitution. 

 

The matter of national security and sovereignty are 
serious matters that the citizens need to be very seri-
ous about.  It is bout time that the country’s Intelli-
gence institutions were freed from the ruling party’s 
factional battles.  They need to be freed from thinking 
that theirs is to serve one political party in a multi-
party democracy.  They need to be returned to their 
national mandate of combating “domestic and foreign 
threats or potential threats to national stability, the 
constitutional order, and the safety and wellbeing of 
our people”. 

SOUTH AFRICA’S NATIONAL SECURITY IS COMPROMISED 
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Anchoring AZAPO in Community Struggles 

 

The Central Committee of AZAPO met on 3-4 March 
2018, and resolved to reaffirm its Johannesburg Com-
mitment organisational-rebuilding blueprint as a fun-
damental and viable plank for carrying out and prose-
cuting our struggle for total emancipation.  Some of 
the key elements of the Johannesburg Commitment 
entail establishing sustainable structures that do not 
exist in isolation, but will be part and parcel of the 
community struggles.  This shall be achieved by, 
among other things, conducting sustained political 
education and raising the image and profile of the 
AZAPO as the custodian of BC and Biko.  It is further 
impressed upon membership and structures to prior-
itise AZAPO’s our Political Programme towards total 
emancipation informed by BC tenets, such that their 
daily structural programmes feed into the broader 
Political Programme.  And in this regard, members 
and structures are encouraged to be involved in com-
munity organising as part of the ongoing programme 
of the Organisation. 

 

Extra-Parliamentary Programmes and Electoral 
Process 

 

The electoral process is endorsed as part of AZAPO’s 
fundamental extra-parliamentary Political Pro-
gramme for Total Liberation within the context of 
democracy and absence of dictatorship.  AZAPO be-
lieves that this Programme should inform and give 
direction to our public representatives in their pro-
nouncements and engagements.   

 

Black Power Nerve Centres (BPNCs) 

 

Membership and structures are urged to encourage 
Voter Registration and participation, and in this re-
gard look into establishing our own Black Power 
Nerve Centres that will have the pulse of the election-
eering machinery for maximising AZAPO’s effective-
ness in securing our electoral powerbase.  Starting 
with the forthcoming Voter Registration weekend on 
the 10-11 March 2018, AZAPO members are urged to 
speak to their families, neighbours and the communi-
ty to participate and display their allegiance and sup-
port to AZAPO.  It is emphasised that Voter Education 

is an on-going activity and, in this regard, the Director 
of Elections will be hosting a series of workshops 
both at the National, Provincial, Regional and Local 
levels.  Targets per Province are set, and membership 
is advised to identify and go for low-hanging fruit by 
organising within the reaches of a Voting Station or 
District.  Party Agents and Party Workers need to be 
in place as soon as possible and to encourage volun-
teerism to be the guiding principle whereby Com-
rades and members of communities put themselves 
forward to serve in this regard.  

 

Self-Reliance for Economic Viability and Sustaina-
bility 

On the economic front, we need to work towards fi-
nancial viability and sustainability by re-emphasising 
self-reliance and recapturing our local economies 
back into the hands of Black people through cam-
paigns such as Stretch-the-Rand that, among other 
things, encourage the circulation of resources and 
wealth among Black people within their communities.  
This means going to Black doctors, Black lawyers, 
Black traders and supporting Black businesses in gen-
eral.  They in turn should conduct their businesses 
with excellence and also support initiatives by Black 
people within their communities. 

AZAPO CENTRAL COMMITTEE UPDATE 

4 



5 

 

Socialism and the Black Power Agenda 

 

The unfolding political situation in Azania raises seri-
ous ideological challenges and opportunities for 
AZAPO to advance the socialist and Black Power 
agenda.  The problems facing the people of Azania can 
be traced to the doorsteps of the leading party in gov-
ernment that was once part of the Liberation Move-
ment.  It becomes an imperative mission to any revo-
lutionary party such as AZAPO to remain ideologically 
solid and cohesive and guard against degenerating 
into populism.  We are still confronted by neo-liberal 
economic policies that continue to alienate communi-
ties and workers from the basic means of production 
and exchange including land ownership.  In this re-
gard, AZAPO will tirelessly work towards developing 
alternative and working class policy positions on a 
number of issues. 

 

The Land Question 

 

AZAPO reaffirms its long-standing principle of Land 
Repossession as one of the fundamental, cardinal, just 
and noble objective of the national liberation strug-
gle.  AZAPO further reaffirms that all revolutionary 
struggles for self-determination are about the recon-
quest of the land from the air space above, including 
the sea below, and all mineral resources. 

 

40th Anniversary of AZAPO and Heroes Day, 
March 21st 2018 

 

The year 2018 is the 40th Anniversary of AZAPO.   
This year represents a singularly significant calendar 
in the history of AZAPO.  No efforts will be spared to 
make this a memorable year following after the suc-
cessful and ground-breaking celebrations of the Steve 
Biko’s 40th Anniversary of his martyrdom.  A number 
of activities will be held throughout the course of the 
year to mark this eventful period in the history of the 
leading flagbearer of the Black Consciousness Move-
ment (BCM).  The main event will be held on the 28th 
April 2018.  A book reflecting on the historical path of 
AZAPO and its campaigns will be commissioned and 
produced as a memorial.  Other events are lined up 
such as Sharpeville Day on 21st March 2018 in 
Sharpeville at the same school where 45 years ago, 
the Black People’s Convention (BPC) commemorated 
Heroes Day in 1973.   

 

Finally, members were urged to go back and embark 
on a huge concerted recruitment campaign and to 
restore the dignity of Black people that is forever un-
der attack. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 AZAPO'S AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

 

(i)  To organise, mobilise and lead the oppressed 
people of Azania towards the elimination of 
neo-colonialism, capitalism, imperialism and 
all other forms of oppression in our country. 

(ii)      To reconquer the land for fair and equitable 
distribution amongst all Azanians. 

(iii)    To recapture and restore political, economic 
and social power and control to  all Azanians. 

(iv)      To establish a revolutionary national democra-
cy in Azania. 

(v)       To establish a democratic, socialist Republic of 
Azania. 

(vi)     To work towards the unity of all people in or-
der to maximise efforts at the total liberation of 
all the oppressed and exploited. 

(vii)    In keeping with the above, employ all means at 
our disposal for the attainment of the aims, 
goals and objectives of the organisation. 
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