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AZAPO turns 40 this year.  Although the Black Con-
sciousness Movement’s pioneer organisation – South 
African Students Organisation (SASO) –was formed in 
1968, AZAPO as an organisation was formed in 1978 
after the banning of the Black People’s Convention 
(BPC) and other BC organisations in October of 1977. 

 

It is tempting to ask: what is AZAPO’s reason for ex-
istence? 

 

When Jan van Riebeeck arrived in the Cape on April 6 
1652 in three ships, that was the beginning of the 
process of organised land theft by the Dutch settlers 
and the other European settlers who came after him.  
The Black indigenous people lost their land through 
the power of the barrel of the European gun. 

 

Although conquered, Black people never gave up the 
struggle to regain their land, which was the basis of 
their independence and self-determination.  They 
waged countless battles under some of their great 
warriors and traditional leaders including Bambatha, 
Hintsa, Makhado Tshilwavhusiku Ramabulana, 
Sekhukhune and many others. 

 

Throughout the history of Black people, they have 
always waged the war for the restoration of the land, 
in one form or another.  AZAPO is part of that old age 
movement of the Black people in the fight to repos-
sess the land. 

 

Did the 1994 first all-race General Elections and the 
ascending to office of a black-led government not 
change this? 

 

AZAPO was the only organisation that had the fore-
sight to understand that the 1994 elections will not 
deliver land and wealth to the Black people, and 
therefore urged the people to boycott the elections.  
This call was not heeded, and hence 24 years later it 
has suddenly dawned upon everyone that Black peo-

ple may have political freedom, but they still do not 
have their land back.  Little wonder that there is a 
new chorus of “land expropriation without compen-
sation” that seeks to pacify Black people into believ-
ing that all of a sudden, Land Repossession would be 
a priority of those in office. 

 

WHY DOES AZAPO EXIST? 
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The condition of the Black man and Black woman in 
Azania has not changed significantly.  While a few 
Black people have been co-opted into the ruling class, 
and are beneficiaries of the Black Economic Empow-
erment, the majority of Black people still live in mi-
khukhu without basic needs such as water, proper 
schools, electricity and roads.  

 

AZAPO exists to free the minds of Black people so that 
they can determine their own destiny and not depend 
on white people for initiative and guidance.  AZAPO 
exists to free Black people from poverty and unem-
ployment.  AZAPO exists to continue the fight to re-
possess the land.  AZAPO exists to continue the strug-
gle against racism, capitalism and patriarchy.  AZAPO 
exists to continue the struggle to restore the humani-
ty and dignity of Black people.  AZAPO exists to cham-
pion the interests of Black people.  

 

When we put the interests of the Black people ahead 
of the ruling elite, those in power will not abuse pow-
er and exploit the poor through corruption and theft. 

AZAPO is the custodian of the heritage of Black peo-
ple. AZAPO exists to advance their interests.  It is a 
mission that AZAPO is committed to pursue with hon-
our and dedication.  No amount of enticement of pow-
er, prestige and influence will make AZAPO betray 
this mission.  It is not a populist mission but a right-
eous and revolutionary one.  

 

PRIORITISE BLACK DEVELOPMENT 
 

The VBS Bank has been placed under curatorship by 
the South African Reserve Bank (SARB) as from 11 
March 2018.  SizweNtsalubaGobodo will in the short 
term run the bank on behalf of the South African Re-
serve Bank (SARB).  

The VBS Bank was established in 1982 as the Venda 
Building Society.  That was the period when Venda 
was operating as a Bantustan of the white minority 
regime.  The Venda Building Society obtained a bank-
ing licence in 2000 under the Mutual Bank's Act of 
1993.  It changed its name to VBS Bank.  The Mutual 
Bank status means that VBS is not a commercial bank.  
It is also not listed on the Johannesburg Stock Ex-
change (JSE).  

 

Not much was known about the VBS Bank until it 
bailed out the then President Zuma who was com-
pelled by the Constitutional Court to pay back about 
R7.8 million for the Nkandla saga in the last quarter 
of 2016. 

 

The VBS Bank gave Zuma the loan, which he was sup-
posed to service at R80 000 a month over a 20-year 
period.  Many people thought there was something 
fishy about this mortgage.  There was a public de-
mand for the bank to disclose the terms of the loan.  
The bank refused on the basis of the confidentiality 
principle. 

 

Just when the VBS loan to Zuma became public news, 
there was a swell of Municipalities that immediately 
banked with that financial institution.  The liquidity of 
the bank increased from about R150 million to about 
R2 billion as a result of the Municipal deposits.  Some 
people believed the move by the Municipalities was 
politically motivated. 

 

The problem with the injection of cash into the VBS 
Bank by the Municipalities was that the Municipal 
Financial Management Act (MFMA) rendered the de-
posits by the Municipalities unlawful.  Treasury 
brought this fact to the Municipalities at the begin-
ning of 2017, and instructed the Municipalities to dis-
continue the deposits.  

 

Meanwhile, the SARB criticised the VBS Bank of 
mismanaging its business because it was receiv-
ing short term Municipal deposits, and lending 
them out on a long-term basis.  This contradic-
tion was bound to affect the bank liquidity.  In-
deed, on 16 February 2018 the VBS Bank did not have 
cash to honour the withdrawals from the Municipali-
ties. 
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The curatorship announcement by the SARB has ag-
gravated the woes of the VBS Bank in the short-term.  

 

The VBS Bank has cried foul because it is of the view 
that the ANC-led government is deviating from its 
"Radical Economic Transformation".  The bank pro-
tested that the SARB recently defended a white CAPI-
TEC, and found it difficult to defend a black VBS Bank 
when it came under attack in the wake of the Zuma 
loan. 

 

As you can see, there is a lot that was not done right 
in this VBS Bank debacle.  The changing fortunes of 
the bank saw it once being a beneficiary of the fac-
tional battles, and now a victim.  There appears to 
have been some implicit condonation of unlawfulness 
in a mode similar to the SASSA grant payments.  With 
the "new dawn" the new broom has to quickly sweep 
clean on the road towards the 2019 Elections.  The 
VBS Bank seems to be a sacrificial victim of the new 
broom switch in favour of 2019.  

Even so, a government cannot impose rules, which it 
will violate at will.  But a government that is commit-
ted to Black Economic Control should have timeously 
intervened and assisted the VBS Bank to grow and 
develop.  It should have whipped it into line and 
beefed it up to achieve full commercial bank status it 
was positioning itself for.  It should not be killed in a 
similar manner that the Bantustan’s Bank of Transkei 
was killed.  If the present government was able to in-
herit a network of apartheid institutions and trans-
formed some, then it should not be difficult to inherit 
embryonic Black institutions and regularise them. 

 

A true Black Economic Control venture would ensure 
that the taxi industry is helped by government to 
grow and develop.  It is black business.  The Kasi 

Stokvels need similar help. 

 

Whatever the previous dynamics, the VBS Bank de-
serve a massive rescue that will catapult it into the 
mainstream economic activity. 

 

THE AZAPO STRETCH THE RAND 
CAMPAIGN 

 

Blacks in this country face enormous social, economic 
and developmental problems which are a legacy of 
our defeat and subsequent centuries of colonialism 
and oppression.  Our freedom from political oppres-
sion, as marked by our first vote in 1994, has not 
overcome our socio-economic problems.  The Stretch 
the Rand Campaign is meant to help us on the road to 
economic freedom.  It proceeds on the premise that 
nobody can affirm us economically and socially more 
than we can affirm ourselves.  It is a clarion call for 
Blacks to stand up and fight for their own economic 
and social advancement. 

 

Our Complicity 

 

The condition of Blacks will not change as long as self
-hatred and love of others persist among Blacks.  
While we do not support one another’s endeavours, 
we support others to dominate us.  Whites just know 
that when they have a legal matter, they go to white 
lawyers.  They don’t even talk about or debate it. 

 

When they are sick, they go to white doctors, dentists, 
optometrists and other medical people.  When they 
are hungry, they patronise white restaurants and 
cafes.  Even if Black lawyers, doctors and cafe  owners 
operate from offices, surgeries and cafes in towns and 
cities, whites will not patronise them. 

 

However, Blacks are seen every day queuing in white 
doctors’ surgeries, white lawyers’ offices, banks, in-
surance companies, funeral undertakers and super-
markets.  We seem to think it is natural for us to en-
rich others and some of us might subliminally take 
pride in doing so. Blacks are the only race group that 
opens business only for themselves, but other races 
do it for everybody.  Our attitude towards ourselves 
and our efforts is our biggest enemy. 
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Our Survival Kit 

 

This is a simple and straight forward call to Blacks to 
uplift themselves through mutual support.  For in-
stance, if you were to build a house, try your level 
best to use a Black house planner, brick layers, car-
penters, electricians, plumbers and painters.  If you 
are sick, see a Black doctor.  If you have a legal prob-
lem, go to a Black lawyer.  If your tank is empty, fill up 
at a Black-owned garage.  If you have a party, a wed-
ding or a funeral, use a Black printer, caterer or un-
dertaker. 

 

Build Healthy Communities 

 

• Support and protect neighbourhood schools. 
• Start community development projects. 
• Promote health through vegetable gardens and 

fruit trees. 
• Encourage exercise in the community, especially 

for the young. 
• Promote and organize sporting activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

If You are a Professional or in Business: 

 

• Where possible, source goods and services from 
your community. 

• Strive for excellence in service provision. 
• Donate learning materials to a school, at least 

once a year. 
• Expose yourself as a role model to the young, es-

pecially at schools. 

 

What will this Do? 

 

1. Make a few Rands we have as Blacks to circulate 
longer in our ranks. 

2. Increase economic solidarity among us. 
3. Lift the economic standards of Blacks, especially 

in the townships and villages. 
4. Improve our educational standards, improving 

chances of us producing more accountants, engi-
neers, doctors, etc. 

5. Reduce crime in our communities. 
6. Create a better environment for economic activity 

in our townships and villages. 
7. Give our youth direct contact with role models in 

the form of business people, professionals and 
others who come to school once a year to donate 
and celebrate. 

8. Give our learners and educators moral and mate-
rial support so that they may succeed. 

9. Enhance community spirit and cohesion in our 
townships and villages. 

10. Give us muscle in dealings with those who still 
control the greater heights of our economy. 

11. Contribute to the building of a more equal society. 
12. Help to entrench true democracy in our country. 

 

Collective Dignity 

 

The Stretch the Rand Campaign does not isolate us 
from the economy of our country, nor does it solve all 
our problems.  But it is a huge psychological and ma-
terial step to launch us on to the road to progress and 
collective dignity. 

 

The President of this country might be Black, intelli-
gent, staying in a good house and driving a good car.  
But his dignity is diminished by the number of his 
people who are homeless, unemployed and suffering. 
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Former AZAPO Secretary of Health, the late Dr Abu-Baker Asvat, 

“The People’s Doctor”, seen in community service providing free 

primary health care to children in Mathopestad, Bojanala, NW 


