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ABOLISH THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS!
For the past 20 years, AZAPO has vociferously campaigned for the abolition of Provincial Governments
and their replacement with simple administrative facilities. We are not about to take our foot off the pedal
on this one.

•

As to be expected, nowhere did Mkhize mention that
the roots of dysfunctionality lie in the ruling party. It
is the ruling party that has over the years prioritised
National and Provincial governments; that has used
Cadre deployment as a basis for employment as opposed to skill and competence; that has perfected corruption into a fine art and made it pervasive throughout all levels government. It is the very same ruling
party that has taken party inter-factional squabbles
and has transplanted the into government leading to
instability.

It does not make governance and development sense
for a country of 56 million people to be so overgoverned with a Central Government that is duplicated 9 times as much.
AZAPO believes that the most important sphere of
government for a developmental state should be the
one closet to the people, which is the Local Government for service delivery purposes. Some financial
and skills resources that would be freed as a result of
the abolition of the Provincial Governments could be
channeled to the local sphere where it is needed most.

For AZAPO, the answer to the challenges faced by municipalities lie in:
•

The practical developments in the country seem to
vindicate AZAPO’s positions even more.

•

Recently, the Minister of Corporative Governance Dr
Zweli Mkhize stated in Parliament that only 7% of municipalities are classified as functioning well. He further stated that there are 27 district municipalities
and 55 municipalities that are in distress. And what
are the causes? Mkhize mentioned the following:
•
•
•
•
•

lack of skilled personnel for critical posts as well
as general incompetence of staff.

high political infighting and instability in some
municipalities,
high vacancy rate,
non-compliance with rules and regulations,
inappropriate spending of budgets and high debt,
disregard of supply chain management regulations, fraud and corruption
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A reorientation that places focus and emphasis on
Local Government as the site of service delivery to
the people
A disbanding of provincial governments as a
sphere of governance, and the reconstitution of
these into administrative entities

The truth is that South Africa has become the most
unequal society in the world. According to statistics,
poverty is being entrenched with more than 50% of
the population living below the poverty line.

Why disband the provincial sphere of governance?
•

•

•

•

Firstly, because this sphere was not created as a
means to improve service delivery to the people,
but rather as political compromise and a means
to cater to the federalist inclination of those who
were party to the Kempton Park negotiations.
Secondly, the provincial sphere is an unnecessary
drain on the fiscus with all the politicians at provincial legislators drawing salaries and various
benefits. This includes the duplication in the administrative ranks between National and Provincial.
Thirdly, the savings at the provincial level can be
ploughed into local government, thereby assisting the Local Government sphere in reducing its
debt.
Fourthly, the Provincial Government boundaries
are demarcated on the basis of the apartheid logic Bantustan and racial segregation.

Some of our white compatriots are quick to remind
us that Black people have been in power since 1994,
and that we should therefore stop blaming everything on apartheid. The more arrogant ones even
venture to say that apartheid was in fact good for
Black people. They point at the falling standards in
education, collapsing state of health and the general
decay of some of our cities and towns.
As AZAPO, our stated mission is to liberate Black
people from all forms of political oppression and economic exploitation. The first step to achieve this is
through the mental liberation that is attained by getting a dose of Black Consciousness. Once Black people are free mentally, they shall begin to craft their
own destiny. This liberation process of Black people
will eventually render white people irrelevant in our
lives, as Blacks will no longer have to rely on whites
for anything. Once we achieve that, we would have
attained liberation.

AZAPO believes this intervention would go a long
way in addressing both the governance and economic developments needs of our country and its people.

THE STRUGGLE AGAINST
FORGETTING?
On April 6, 1652, the Dutch settlers in three ships –
Dromedaris, Reiger and Goede Hoop - landed on the
Cape. This Friday marks the 366th year of the arrival
of the Dutch who were led by one Jan van Riebeeck.
The European settlers had deliberately falsified our
history in many accounts. However, we should thank
them for the honesty in admitting to their date of arrival. This is important as our country is in a renewed conversation about land. What we know for
sure is that they could not have arrived in the Cape
carrying land!

We should use April 6 to reflect on the pain and suffering that the European settlers inflicted and continue to inflict of Black people. We should reflect on the
state of Black people who continue to be humiliated
on the farms; to be beaten; and to be murdered for
no reason other than the crime of being black.

We should always remember that “the most potent
weapon in the hands of the oppressor is the mind of
the oppressed”. It is therefore crucial that we continue to wage the battle against forgetting. We need to
use our memory as a weapon against forgetting.

We should reflect on the poor economic status of
Black people that essentially render them to be second class citizens who continue to plead with whites
for jobs, and other essential services such as education and even health.

Some former struggle activists would want us to forget the past; to let bygones be bygones. They would
say we should not look in the past, thus opening
painful wounds; that we should rather focus on the
future. They beat the reconciliation drum and argue
that South Africa is a rainbow nation with equal opportunities. They are wrong.

April 6, 1652 ushered in a political system that disempowered Black people. That system removed
Black people from their land. Black people were successful farmers before their land was taken from
them. Today we are sold a narrative that says “tread
carefully when you deal with white farmers because
they are the ones who feed the nation.”
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April 6 should remind us that Black people had their
own civilisation before the arrival of the white man
and colonialism. This date should remind us that we
had our own cultural beliefs. It should remind us
that we were able to feed ourselves.

national, his truck should not have been attacked.
There is no excuse for this type of lawlessness.
Those involved in the attack apparently used unemployment as a reason for the attack. There is no
doubt that unemployment is an emotive issue in this
country. Almost half of our people are unemployed,
and the majority of those employed are underemployed and getting as little as R3000 a month.

As AZAPO, we will continue to remind our people
that life in this country did not start on April 6 1652.
Of course, that is the date that our nightmare began.
In order to give real meaning to this, Black people
should begin to put their destiny in their hands.

So when people complain that they are unemployed,
they generally get public sympathy because their
frustrations are shared by millions of other South
Africans who do not have enough to eat.

One might ask, practically what should Black people
do? Just as a start, Black people can embrace
AZAPO’s Stretch the Rand campaign. The campaign,
which is a tool for black economic empowerment,
urges Black people to support black-owned businesses. But it also urges black business people to offer
high quality service to their customers.

However, certain behaviours should not be condoned. What was clear from the media reports is
that what happened in Mooi River Plaza was an act of
sheer criminality. It is important that we should resist the temptation of giving revolutionary flavour to
acts of thuggery. During the apartheid rule, we understood that call of rendering the country ungovernable was made in the context of South Africa being
governed by an illegitimate regime that was not
based on the will of the majority.

TELL NO LIES
Our movement, the Azanian People’s Organisation
(AZAPO) is not yet in power. And because of this position, it may be tempting to condone certain behaviours of a section of our people that are nothing but
sheer anarchy as we join other opposition parties in
attacking the government.

We now live in a democratic dispensation. The government has been voted into power by the majority
of those who voted. When citizens engage with the
government, they have to appreciate this fact.

According to media reports, a truck, delivering liquor
broke down at the Mooi River Toll Plaza on the N3
freeway between Durban and Johannesburg. A group
of local people allegedly started looting the truck.
Other truck drivers tried to intervene to stop the
looting but they were met with violence as the people started to burn trucks at random.

We must guard against populist that are fashioned as
revolutionary acts, yet they undermine the rule of
law. If we are not careful, criminals will hijack legitimate issues of the various communities and wreak
havoc throughout the country.

One of the drivers of the looted trucks told news reporters that some of the looters claimed that they
resorted to looting to highlight the problem of unemployment. They also accused the company that
owned some of the trucks of hiring foreigners. The
driver who was interviewed was clear in his message
that he was not a foreigner but a South African national.

As AZAPO, it is our responsibility to tell the truth
even if it may not be popular. If something is wrong,
we should have the guts to state so publicly.
We should always remember the words of wisdom
by African revolutionary and intellectual Amilcar Cabral when he said:

For the record, even if the driver was a foreign
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Hide nothing from the masses of our people. Tell no
lies. Expose lies whenever they are told. Mask no
difficulties, mistakes, failures. Claim no easy victo-

The leadership never hesitated to visit the Madikizela
-Mandela home in Soweto on 5 April 2018 to pay
homage to one of the Black mothers whose humanity
was bruised by the anti-black political system.

AZAPO PAYS HOMAGE TO A
BRAVE WOMAN
There are many people out there who kept reminding
AZAPO about how many of its members were victims
of the necklace method of killing in the 1980s. As it
were, these comrades dedicated their lives to freedom of black people. Little did they know that they
will wither away at the hands of other freedom fighters.

Led by President Strike Thokoane, the Delegation included former President Pandelani Nefolovhodwe,
Sammy Tloubatla, Manku Noruka, Meshack S'bongile
Galekhutle, Caithy Dintletse Seitheiso, Morty Lazaro
and Nelvis Qekema.

During that time, Cde Winnie Madikizela-Mandela
had made public agitation for the use matches, petrol
and necklace to "free the country". So the reminders
are meant to get AZAPO and its members to retaliate
against somebody who has breathed her last.

The Delegation arrived at 11h00 to find that the clergy that included Bishop Mpumlwana and Rev Chikane
were still in session with the family.
Our session was with Deputy President DD Mabuza,
Gwede Mantashe, Paul Mashatile, Jackson Mthembu
and SA Artists.

AZAPO even received strange and belated support
from some people who called for Cde Winnie
Madikizela-Mandela to be probed for the murder of
AZAPO leader Dr Abu-baker Asvat in his Soweto surgery.

Of course, the pain of losing the People's Doctor
through a wound inflicted by our own people was
more painful than losing 10 Comrades in the hands of
the enemy.
But AZAPO is a liberation organisation of Black people that is responsive to our Afrikan culture, which
requires us to respect the dead and support the bereaved family in their pain of losing a loved one. In
times of death, grudges and quarrels are put aside,
while the people share the pain and burden of burying the departed.

AZAPO National Chairperson Nelvis Qekema told the
family that they had come convey AZAPO's heartfelt
condolences and to show its support to the family in
their hour of bereavement. He reminded them of how
the BCM provided a struggle platform to Cde
Madikizela-Mandela to flex her political muscles in
the 1970s. He reminded that Comrade Winnie was in
fact banished to Brandfort in 1977 following her activism in the BCM-created platforms.

It is against this background that the leadership of
AZAPO decided that it would never be blackmailed by
the enemies of Cde Madikizela-Mandela into joining
the harassment of a black soul even in death.

AZAPO President Strike Thokoane told the media that
AZAPO acknowledges the role played by Mme Winnie
in the struggle including her sacrifices. He narrated
how she was arrested together with the BCM leaders
like the late Debs Matshoba. He concluded by saying
it was unfortunate that Mme Winnie departed when
AZAPO leader Dr Abu Asvat's politically motivated
murder remained unresolved.

Notwithstanding its raw scars, AZAPO was not prepared to deny the contributions, sacrifices and suffering of a Black woman. A woman who experienced
the harsh conditions of a prison and bringing up children in a family broken by white supremacy.
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