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The passing of Cde Winnie Madikizela-Mandela has 
laid bare the façade the ANC has maintained about the 
road leading to CODESA, the negotiations and their 
outcomes.  For a start, it has become clear that the op-
eratives of the Apartheid establishment were playing 
a long-term game, whilst the ANC was focused on the 
immediate taking of political power. 

 
During the period of mourning for Cde Madikizela-
Mandela, eNCA broadcast an exclusive interview with 
an apartheid operative who indicated how apartheid 
strategists set out the game, including deciding on 
who within the ANC should lead to ensure their pro-
gramme of maintaining their privileged position.  It 
was thus part of their strategic programme to neutral-
ise those they deemed radicals, and to set the path for 
“moderates” to ascend to powerful positions.  To her 
credit, Cde Madikizela-Mandela remained skeptical of 
the negotiations and the resulting settlements.  “We 
over-negotiated”, she told Nelson Mandela. 
 

The revelations that have emerged have further added 
impetus to the questioning of the “new South African 
narrative” that was re-ignited by students in the 
#RhodesMustFall and #FeesMustFall movements.  
That the new South African narrative was a façade 
which perpetuates the socio-economic dominance of 
white people, is no surprise to AZAPO. 

 

As early as 1993, AZAPO was clear about the sham 
that was CODESA.  In that period, AZAPO actively cam-
paigned against the process leading up to the 1994 
General Elections.  This being based on AZAPO’s as-
sessment of the negotiation as a process where the 
aspirations of Black people for freedom were sold out.  
Consequently, and as a matter of principle, AZAPO did 
not participate in the 1994 General Elections. 

AZAPO held that the negotiated settlement, among 
other things, would: 

 

• Not deliver substantive freedom to Black people 
• Through entrenching property rights, effectively 

legitimise the dispossession that Black people had 
experienced for centuries  

• Perpetuate the pattern of ownership of the means 
of production and economic control. 

Almost a quarter of a century later, the patterns of 
ownership remain largely the same as those before 
1994.  The socio-economic status of Black people in 
the main, remains the same.  In fact, some indicators 
suggest that the quality of life of black people has ac-
tually regressed!  

Whilst AZAPO acknowledges the progress represent-
ed by the attainment of “liberal rights”, the freedom 
for which our people fought and died transcends the 
liberal rights. It is a radical form of freedom that 
speaks to socio-economic justice.   
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It goes beyond the idea of equal opportunity. It looks 

at how the structural and systemic issues remain a 

barrier to the attainment of holistic well-being.  It 

questions how the current system and pattern of 

ownership perpetuates the life of poverty and exploi-

tation of Black people. 

 

In the past 5 years, the masses of our people have 

been undergoing a process of critical engagement 

with the status quo.  Now that this moment that 

young people refer to as being “woke” is here, what 

should be the Minimum Programme that our people 

should engage in? 

 

At a minimum, AZAPO advocates for a programme 

that entails: 

 

• Organisation and mobilisation of our people for 

the attainment of socio-economic justice. 

• Conscious and radical vigilance by the masses 

directed at the political and economic spheres of 

South African life. 

• An active campaign for equitable and productive 

redistribution of land and all its resources 

• An establishment of an education system, geared 

at ridding our society of colonial remnants and at 

extricating the masses of our people from the 

vicious cycle of poor education and poverty. 

• A free healthcare system that guarantees access 

and is focused on ensuring positive outcomes for 

healthcare seekers. 

• A greater activism by the state and the use of its 

purchasing power as well as its legislative and 

enforcement powers to advance democratisation 

of the economic sphere. 

• Implementation of a system of recall that will 

allow the masses to recall politicians who do not 

serve their interest. 

 

This moment and this period of being “woke” prom-

ises a new trajectory of our post 1994 struggle.  It 

bears the promise of the full realisation of the aspira-

tions and hopes that animated our liberation strug-

gle.  Like a fragile egg, it needs to be protected, incu-

bated and then leveraged for the full realisation of a 

free Azania.  Moments like these are fragile for they 

are always at a risk of opportunism and betrayal.  

The call to action for this moment should be to Con-

solidate, Defend and Advance! 

 

RESTORE TEACHING AND LEARN-

ING IN BLACK SCHOOLS 

The annual stampede to smuggle Black learners into 

what is still essentially white schools has started. 

Last week, Gauteng Education MEC Panyaza Lesufi 

announced that parents could start online applica-

tion to register their children for 2019. 

On the face of it, Lesufi deserves some accolades for 

forcing the conservative white schools to admit more 

Black children.  In situations where the white domi-

nated School Governing Bodies (SGBs) have been 

reluctant to admit Black learners, Lesufi took to the 

courts to try and force these schools to accommodate 

the Black learners. 

 

It is understandable why some Black parents who 

reside in the townships would fake addresses to try 

to secure registration of their children in the former 

Model-C schools.  They are concerned about the total 

collapse of learning and teaching in their areas and 

vote with their feet by seeking what they perceive to 

be better quality education for their children in the 

white areas. 

 
Working class Black parents have to make huge sac-
rifices to pay for the education of their children in 
these expensive schools while deserting the no-fees 
schools in their neighbourhoods.  Their argument is 
simple. These facilities are indeed no-fees schools 

just as much as they are no-education schools.  
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The exodus of Black learners from the township 

schools has led to the closure of many schools in the 

townships.  Sadly, overcrowding is becoming a real 

problem in the former Model-C schools as the depart-

ment continues to force them to admit more learners.  

The government has also not been building new 

schools in the new areas such as Midrand.   

 

But the elephant in the room is not necessarily the 

untransformed and racist schools.  The elephant in 

the room lies in the Black community.  A section of 

Black teachers is failing the Black child.  There is a 

tendency of embarking on a protest action almost as a 

routine.  Some in the trade unions have even rejected 

the notion of assessing the performance of teachers, 

and have consistently dismissed the monitoring of 

performance as an act of harassment. 

 

But that is not all.  Black parents do not show the 

same level of respect and commitment for township 

schools which they display towards former Model-C 

schools.  In the latter schools, Black parents are able 

to attend meetings that are called late in the evening 

in schools that are far away from their homes, but 

flatly refuse to attend a parent’s meeting in the town-

ship schools.  The lack of involvement by parents in 

their children’s education has a negative impact on 

discipline in schools.  

 

Lately, there have been increasing reports of attacks 

on teachers by learners who refuse to be disciplined 

by their teachers in the township schools.  Where 

there is no discipline, there can be no effective teach-

ing and learning. 

 

As AZAPO, our position is that we need to confront 

the elephant in the room.  Black teachers must take 

pride in their work and discharge their responsibility 

of teaching with honour and dedication.  Black Con-

sciousness teaches us to love ourselves and to do 

things for ourselves.  Why is it that we seem to be un-

able to teach our own children?  Why should we out-

source the teaching of our children to whites?  Some 

of these white teachers are openly racist and teach 

our children to hate Black political leaders.  They also 

teach our children to hate being black and to aspire 

to be white, an unachievable ambition if one is Afri-

can. 

 

While we call on the Black teachers to discharge their 

responsibility with honour, the Education Depart-

ment must also support them.  Some township 

schools lack the most basic facilities to make teaching 

possible.  This must be addressed.  Period. 

 

Equally, Black parents and Black learners must also 

play their part in their education.  The blame game 

must end. 

 

If we are to be truly liberated as Black people, we 

must start with educating our own children and not 

rely on white teachers to do what we should do for 

ourselves.  We have the political advantage on our 

side.  Why are we failing to teach our own?  Why do 

we continue to humiliate ourselves, pleading with 

white teachers to educate our children? Why?   

 

AZAPO DESCENDS ON ADDO 
 

AZAPO Eastern Cape Provincial Deputy Chairperson 

Rev Zingisile Zake led an organisational Delegation of 

about 20 to the neglected Molly village in Addo on 14 

April 2018.  The delegation included AZAPO leaders 

Cdes Winky Mngqibisa, Ncediso Gulwa and Bongo 

Ngalo. 
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Addo is a small town of about 17000 population ac-

cording to census 2011.  It is located in the Sarah 

Baartman District Municipality.  Port Elizabeth is 

about 50km to the south of Addo, while Kirkwood is 

35km to the north west.  Because of the Addo Ele-

phant Park and the citrus fruit fields, Addo has be-

come a popular tourist destination. 

 

What the usually white tourists do not know is the 

fact that there is a neglected area that goes by the 

name Molly where unemployment is upward of 90%.  

As you walk into the area, you are greeted by abject 

poverty, sewerage spillage, refuse dump and foul 

smell.   

Molly is built on a refuse dump area, which is a health 

hazard for the generally jobless local residents.  There 

is no tap water.  There is no electricity.  There is a 

bucket toilet system.  There are almost zero tarred 

roads. There is a small neglected building that is 

strangely called a clinic with almost no medicine.  It is 

serviced by one or two nurses.  There is a sewerage 

spillage that runs into a canal of water that is sup-

posed to be purified for drinking and cooking.  The 

purification facility has no equipment to help it to live 

up to its name.  But the residents have no choice but 

to drink and cook with the water. 

 

Molly residents have been subjected to this hell for 22 

years, which is the time almost equal to the ANC’s rul-

ing under democracy.  Of course, the Sarah Baartman 

Distrcit Municipality is dominated by the ANC.  Sur-

prisingly, the air-conditioned offices of the District 

Municipality are 50km away from the Molly health 

hazard in Port Elizabeth. 

 

Molly residents were promised to be moved to a new-

ly built RDP settlement, which is now contaminated 

by corruption.  The houses have instead been allocat-

ed to undeserving people.  To appease the impatient 

Molly residents, a solar system that has since stopped 

working has been installed.  Only 12 houses have gey-

sers installed, and no one is able to account about 

what happened to the money for the rest of the 

households. 

 

AZAPO Voice would be overstating the obvious if we 

were to say it is only Black people that live in Molly. 

 

Local leaders Thembelani Maxhego and Siyabonga 

Fumba were instructed by the residents to invite 

AZAPO to witness the hell that Black people continue 

to be subjected to under the ANC rule.  Led by the lo-

cal residents who had come in their numbers, AZAPO 

leaders conducted a walk-about to inspect the anti-

black environment that Azanians are subjected to. 

 

The Eastern Cape Province has accordingly resolved 

to hold the AZAPO 40th Anniversary in Addo in soli-

darity with the people of Molly.  There are planned 

community actions that AZAPO will embark upon on 

28 April 2018.  

 
ABC OF NEO-COLONIALISM 

In an earlier edition of AZAPO Voice, we discussed the 

concept of colonialism.  We stated that colonialism is 

derived from the word colony.  A colony is an area or 

a country under the full or partial political control of 

another country and occupied by the settlers from 

that country.  So, colonialism is a system in which an-

other country takes control of another country, usual-

ly through force.  

 

So, what is neo-colonialism?  Under colonialism the 

country is under direct control of the master country, 

or the coloniser.  But in neo-colonialism, the country 

is under the political leadership of the indigenous 

people, while the economic control still rests with the 

colonial powers.   
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It is easy to galvanise the people to rise against colonial-

ism.  This is because often the coloniser would be an 

occupying foreign force.  For instance, in Africa the colo-

niser would be from Europe; either from Britain, France 

or Portugal.  The colonised would be the indigenous Af-

rican people.  It is therefore easy to distinguish between 

the coloniser and the colonised.  The coloniser would be 

white and the colonised would be black. 

But in neo-colonialism, the ruling class is made up of the 

members of the previously colonised.  What normally 

happens is that the indigenous people would wage a 

struggle to end colonial rule.  In some cases, the colonial 

power “surrenders” authority to the liberation move-

ment led by the indigenous people.  But there would still 

be remnants of colonialism.  Members of the liberation 

movement would be co-opted into the ruling class that 

essentially advances the interests of the colonial pow-

ers.  

 

Under colonialism, the colonialists use education and 

religion as indoctrinating tools to capture the minds of 

the colonised to embrace colonial culture and the eco-

nomic framework of the colonial power.  In a nutshell, 

“the most potent weapon in the hands of the [coloniser] 

is the mind of the [colonised]’.  Once the colonised em-

brace the value system of the coloniser, the crude form 

of colonialism can be abolished.  It is then replaced with 

neo-colonialism.  

 

Unlike colonialism, neo-colonialism enjoys the legitima-
cy of the unsuspecting masses.  The majority of the peo-
ple would have voted for the neo-colonial government.  
The government is run by the indigenous people for all 

the people in the country.  

 

The neo-colonial leaders would continue with the eco-
nomic agenda that was dominant under colonialism.  

The difference is that under colonialism, Africans were 

forced to advance the economic interests of their coloni-

al masters, whereas in neo-colonialism the neo-colonial 
leaders continue to embark on economic and social pro-
grams that are against the interests of the indigenous 
people without being forced by the colonial masters.  
They would argue for certain clauses in the Constitution 

to be declared sacred.  For instance, they would argue 
that the Constitution should protect property rights.  
This means that the land that was stolen during colonial 
conquest would remain safe and protected in the hands 
of those who benefited from the land theft.  

 

African leaders in a neo-colonial dispensation behave 

like they have been hypnotised and bewitched.  They 

would join the chorus of people who are against radical 
land reform programmes meant to transfer the land to 
the African majority with racism-poisoned arguments 

that Africans would not be able to farm the land.  They 
forget that Africans used to engage in all sorts of farm-
ing long before the arrival of European settlers. 

 

These “colonised” leaders would continue the colonial 

legacy of exporting raw minerals to Europe as was the 

case under colonialism.  In fact, they would go on inter-

national tours pleading for foreign investment.  They 

cannot see their countries prospering without the assis-

tance of the former colonial powers. 

 

In some worst cases, these European-controlled pup-

pets conspire with the colonial powers and use violence 

to unseat popular governments, which distinguished 

themselves by working towards the eradication of the 

colonial legacy. 

 

Many neo-colonial regimes run stable administration 

partly because they get support from the colonial pow-

ers.  The colonial powers are comfortable with their 

puppets because they (puppets) do not threaten the in-

terests of colonialism and imperialism. 

 

The struggle to defeat neo-colonialism is fundamental to 

the liberatory efforts of AZAPO.  This is because 

AZAPO’s main mission is to liberate the mind of the 

Black man and woman in order to empower them to 

confront and eradicate all forms of economic exploita-

tion and political oppression.  Once the mind is free, the 

Black man and woman would determine their own des-

tiny.  
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