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Black people do not need statistics to know that that 
they are poor.  Chronic poverty is a lived reality of 
Black people.  They were poor during the white settler
-colonial minority regime rule, and they continue to 
be poor in a democracy under the ANC-led govern-
ment. 
 
But even the 2018 World Bank Report handed over on 
3 April 2018 to Minister Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma 
reaffirms the fact that Black people are “the wretched 
of the earth” in Azania, the land of their forebears.  At 
a Gini Coefficient of 0.63 in 2015, South Africa is the 
most unequal country in the world. 
 
The Report makes nonsense of the empty electioneer-
ing claims of 24 years that the country is transform-
ing.  Despite the face of government being black, white 
people remain the illegitimate owners of the land and 
wealth, while Black people are forever condemned to 
be slaves. 
Indeed, 
 

Our inheritance has been turned over to 
 strangers, 

our homes to foreigners. 
We have become fatherless, 
our mothers are widows. 
We must buy the water we drink; 
our wood can be had only at a price. 
Those who pursue us are at our heels; 
we are weary and find no rest (Lamentations 

 5,  NIV). 
 
Unfortunately, the liberation of Black people will take 
more than “lamentations” and praying.  It will require 
the Azanian masses and their revolutionary organisa-
tions to arise and fight for their rights. 

The Report assessed poverty and inequality from 
1994 to 2015.  It came to the shameful but unsurpris-
ing conclusion that only 1 in 4 South Africans qualifies 
to be considered as either middle class or upwards 
with regards to the means at their disposal.  With all 
the two thirds majority the ruling party has enjoyed at 
some stage, this cannot be “a good story to tell”. 

Dr Paul Noumba Um of the World bank is blunt: 
 

Half of South Africans during the 2008 to 
2014/15 period were considered chronically 
poor or having average consumption below 
the upper bound poverty line. At least 78% of 
South Africans were in poverty at least once 
during this period. 

 
The World Bank representative does not beat about 
the bush.  He adds that poverty in South Africa has 
increased between 2011 and 2015 with 2.5 million 
South Africans drowning even deeper into poverty.  
There is no prize for guessing who are these 
“wretched of the earth”.  It is Black people. 

BLACK PEOPLE SINK INTO DEEPER POVERTY UNDER DEMOCRACY 
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As a rude reminder that white racism is alive and 
kicking from the apartheid era into the democratic 
dispensation, the Report warns that wealth inequali-
ty is much higher than income inequality.  And this 
anomaly is cast in the apartheid norms of favouring 
whites and disadvantaging Black people.  The spatial 
development dimensions carry an enduring struc-
ture of apartheid of poor black villages, poor black 
townships, and super rich white suburbs. 
 

The Report expresses this reality as follows: 
 

The bottom 50% of households account for 
only 8% of incomes, 5% of asset values and 
4% of net wealth.  Conversely, the top 10% of 
households account for 55% of household 
incomes, 69% of total household asset values 
and 71% of household net wealth. 
 

When it comes to poverty, more than half of South 
Africans live below the national poverty line of R992 
per month.  To strip the codes naked, “more than 
half” amounts to 55.5% of the population or 30 mil-
lion people.   
 

The official unemployment rate was 27.75, while that 
of the youth was 38.6%.  We all know that the term 
“official’ here means that there are more millions of 
jobless people that are excluded in that figure. 
 

World Bank Southern Africa economist Victor Sulla 
has a graphic portrayal: 
 

“The people at the bottom in South Africa‚ 
they get wages comparable to the people 
who live in Bangladesh. It’s very‚ very poor…  
If you take the top 10%‚ they live like in Aus-
tria.  So it’s a very high level even by Europe-
an standards or even by US standards.  And 
we are talking just about employees‚ people 
who are getting paid.  And not the super-rich 
who are earning income from factories or 
property or other investments.” 
 

Granted this background, we have to ask who must 
we send.  We know with the 2019 General Elections 
being around the corner, everyone will be saying 
“Send Me”.  AZAPO agitates that we must send no 
one but the Azanian fighting masses themselves, it is 
their fight after all.  They are their own liberators. 

GOVERNMENT LACKS CARE FOR 

BLACK PEOPLE 
Most reasonable South Africans would agree that 
one of the roles of government is to protect the pow-
erless and ensure protection of their rights and well-
being.  The listeriosis outbreak that has thus far 
claimed about 200 lives, and deemed the biggest out-
break in the world, is a clear failure of government to 
play its protective role.  
 
It is an indictment on government that it took over a 
year from the first reported case of listeriosis in Jan-
uary 2017, and the identification of the source only 
in March 2018.  This is made all the more outstand-
ingly bad by the fact that the South African pro-
cessing meat industry is not subject to any standards 
regulating the safety of its products.  
 

The National Regulator for Compulsory Standards 
has revealed that the attempt to develop regulatory 
standards in 2014 for the meat industry were put on 
hold after industry players rejected proposals on lev-
ies to be paid by offenders.  From then on, the indus-
try stonewalled the process and finally only a 
“composition quality regulation” was agreed upon, 
which excluded hygiene requirements. 
 
Given this situation, it is clear that this listeriosis cri-
sis or any hygiene based crisis has been 4 years in 
the making. 
 
Anecdotally, and based on scientific research, it is 
well known that processed meats such as polony are 
eaten mostly by poor South Africans.  A study con-
ducted by researchers from the University of Preto-
ria’s Institute of Food, Nutrition and Well-being, and 
the Bureau of Food and Agricultural Policy found 
that processed meat is widely consumed by low in-
come consumers with “20% to 26% of this group 
consuming polony and viennas on a daily basis”.   
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The same study also found that “of the top 20 animal 

foods consumed by this group [low income] five are 

processed meats; polony, viennas, Russians, canned 

meat and dried meat”. 

Given what we know, it is no wonder that the demo-

graphic group affected by listeriosis is that of low in-

come people who are mostly Black people in South 

Africa. 

 

So why blame government, when industry’s dishonest 

conduct in claiming to care about the safety of the 

consumers of their products and obstructing the de-

velopment of standards is self-evident?  The answer 

is that it is government that developed and main-

tained the regulatory framework that allows industry 

to block the development of standards that are clearly 

in the interest of citizens. 

 

AZAPO holds that no amounts of profit should super-

sede human life; and no amount of lobbying and 

stonewalling should stop government from acting on 

behalf of the citizens of this country. 

  

LET US BURY THE DEMON OF 

TRIBALISM  
April 7, 1994 marked the beginning of the genocide in 

Rwanda.  Between April and July of that year, an esti-

mated 800 000 people, mainly from the Tutsi ethnic 

minority were slaughtered. 

 

There are many versions of what triggered the geno-

cide.  The dominant narrative with regard to the 

origin of the genocide is that the killings were 

sparked by the murder of Rwandan President Juvenal 

Habyarimana, who was a Hutu.  Other versions sug-

gest the role of western governments as part of the 

strategy to keep African countries unstable by fuelling 

ethnic tensions. 

 

Those who advance the latter version say that Hutus 

and Tutsis had been living together for many years, 

and in fact married across ethnic lines.  It is therefore 

believed that it would not make sense for them to just 

wake up one day and start slaughtering one another 

on the basis of simple ethnic differences. 

 

It does not matter which version is accurate.  The key 
thing is that Rwandan people were killing one anoth-

er, and that only Africans died there.  The tragedy of 
the genocide in Rwanda provides some lessons for 
our country.  Increasingly, there are some people who 

are beating the tribal drums. 

 

We saw this with what seemed like an innocent, nos-

talgic display of affection of the flag of the so-called” 
Republic of Venda” on the cars of some people.  We 
saw this tribalism rearing its ugly head with “100% 

Zulu” stickers.  We saw the demon of tribalism rising 
from the ashes of apartheid in Vuwani when the dis-

pute over a municipal border exploded into an open 
tribal conflict.  We saw what appeared to be the pro-

motion of “Zulu nationalism” when former President 
Jacob Zuma appeared on fraud and corruption charg-

es in Pietermaritzburg recently. 

 

Tribalism can be exploited by politicians for their 
own selfish ends.  For instance, in Vuwani, the xiTson-

ga-speaking people were made to believe that they 
were not getting proper municipal services because 
they belong to a municipality of Thulamela, which 

was under the control of tshiVenda-speaking people.  

 

Nobody bothered to tell these people that people in 
Thohoyandou, the majority of whom speak tshiVenda, 
are battling with the same problems of lack of service 
delivery such as lack of water and poor roads.  No-

body explained the obvious.  The problem of poor ser-
vice delivery in Thulamela, which is the same as many 
other rural municipalities is cadre deployment gone 
wrong. That is complicated by a small revenue base 
and general corruption.  A municipality in a rural area 
cannot charge its residents rate taxes because there 
are no services in these areas.  People buy electricity 
directly from Eskom.  They get water from communal 
taps, which are often dry anyway.  
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Often when people cannot explain their own socio-
economic problems; when there is social injustice; 
when there is growing poverty and unemployment; 
they resort to using any excuse to draw attention to-
wards the resolution of their problems.  Tribalism is 
often one such excuse.  People might believe that they 
are suffering because they speak a particular lan-
guage.  They might believe that they are being perse-
cuted because they are of a particular ethnic group. 

 
As AZAPO, it is our duty to continue to educate our 
people about the dangers of tribalism.  Tribalism can 
be exploited to trigger a genocide. 

 
That is why AZAPO has a motto that says; One Azania, 
One Nation.  AZAPO is totally against the fragmenta-
tion of our country into provincial governments.  We 
are against regionalism.  But more importantly, we 
are against tribalism.  We stand for a unitary Azania. 

 

Our quest is to build a nation based on non-
discrimination.  We want our people to be engaged as 
individuals and not as representatives of tribal 
groups.  Tribalism is not only backwards but can be 
used by political opportunists to undermine nation-
building and social cohesion.  We must not just frown 
on tribalism, but we must actively work to defeat it.  

 
ARMED STRUGGLE AND THE 

BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS      

MOVEMENT 

On 12 April 1980, the Conference of the Black Con-
sciousness Movement in London managed to bring 
together most of the disparate BC formations in exile.  
The Black Consciousness Movement of Azanian 
(BCMA) was born as an umbrella body that brought 
together the various BC organisations in exile. 

 

A resolution was passed by the Conference to form a 
military wing of the BCMA to consolidate all previous 
military efforts since 1973 and advance the armed 
struggle.  The earlier military efforts had culminated 
in the formation of the Azanian People’s Liberation 
Front (APLF), whose cadres received military training 
from countries such as Palestine, Syria, Lebanon and 
Iraq. A Task Team, which placed Cde Mosibudi 
Mangena at the head of the organisation, was formed 
in 1982 in Botswana.  Its political duty was to carry 
forward the work of the Executive Committee and 
overcome the immense challenges of the time.  The 
Task Team also recommended that Cde Nkuts oeu 

Motsau should take up the position of the Secretary 
for Defence of the BCMA.  He did so in 1983.  

 

The BCMA then embarked upon a protracted two-
pronged diplomatic offensive: to get political recogni-
tion for the Movement and to acquire facilities for 
military training for its army.  The efforts to get politi-
cal recognition by the Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU) and the United Nations Organisation (UN) 
were opposed by both the ANC and the PAC.  As a re-
sult, the Liberation Committee of the OAU, which was 
responsible for assisting liberation movements in Af-
rica, could not help the BCMA.  Therefore, individual 
African countries found it difficult to help the BCMA.  

The BCMA adopted a self-reliance principle and 
knocked at the door of every progressive country to 
put its case.  The countries included the Soviet Union, 
Yugoslavia, People's Republic of China, North Korea, 
the Eastern Bloc countries and Cuba.  
 
The contact and cooperation of the BCMA chapters in 
the USA, Canada and Europe with the Eritrean Peo-
ple's Liberation Front (EPLF) led to the breakthrough 
in the effort to acquire military training.  The first 
AZANLA Unit  of the BCMA underwent military train-
ing in the liberated zones in Eritrea in 1985.  Upon 
their return from training, they did not waste time 
but set about forming the army, the Azanian National 
Liberation Army (AZANLA).   
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Later a planeload was sent to train in Libya.  This in-
volved the cooperation of a few African countries, 
despite non-recognition by the OAU.  The diplomatic 
offensive was paying off at last!  

All the members of the BCMA in exile, especially those 
in the Frontline States, were given military training 
and belonged to Squads.  They were trained in the 
Frontline States without the approval or knowledge 
of the Frontline States.  Recruits from Azania were 
also trained there under the same circumstances and 
returned back into the country.  The trained lot start-
ed to set up bases inside Azania and trained others.  
Everything was done to acquire weapons and explo-
sives.  The dangerous military stunts included raiding 
police stations and confiscating an assortment of 
weapons to arm the AZANLA Fighters. It was not easy 
but enjoyable.  

 

The AZANLA Day, which falls on 12 April, is meant to 
bring together mainly the AZANLAMVA members so 
that they should recollect and tell their stories; docu-
ment and celebrate their involvement in the armed 
struggle aspect of the Azanian Revolution.  It is an 
emotional moment where we remember the coura-
geous and selfless efforts of the AZANLA guerrillas, 
which include our soldiers who fell in battle and 
those that succumbed to their failure of health in Aza-
nia after 1994. 

 

The 2018 AZANLA Day is one with a difference.   It 

will be held on the 21 April 2018 in Bloemfontein, 

within the ambit of the 40th Anniversary of AZAPO.  

 

5 


