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AZAPO and the PAC invoked their long-standing agreement 
to work together where our political programmes coincide.  
That positive understanding led to the two Azanian move-
ments commemorating the Sharpeville Massacre under a 
joint initiative in Sharpeville on 21 March 2018. 

 

It is a known historical fact that events like the Sharpeville 
Massacre were followed by the banning of political organi-
sations like the PAC and ANC.  The Black Consciousness 
Movement was called upon by the political circumstances 
to rekindle the revolutionary fires and keep them burning. 

 

Thus the BCM revived the revolutionary spirit and organ-
ised the first Sharpeville Massacre in Azania at the then 
University of Natal Sports Field of the Medical School Resi-
dence in Wentworth in 1971.  The BCM called it the Heroes 
Day, and commemorated the Sharpeville non-stop for all 
the decades to follow. 

 

AZAPO rejects the “denaming” of Sharpeville Day to 
“Human Rights Day”.  That amounts to the distortion of 
history.  What makes that distortion unfortunate is the fact 
that it is perpetrated by a government elected in the con-
text of a democratic political dispensation. 

 

PAC and AZAPO agreed on involved Sharpeville Day pro-
gramme that would start with a short service at 06h00 at 
the Phelindaba Cemetery where our Martyrs are resting.  
Indeed, hundreds of the members of the community and 
PAC and AZAPO members conducted a solemn service, 
which was followed by a march on the streets of Sharpe-
ville in a similar manner that our Martyrs did in 1960. 

 

The march to the Sharpeville Precinct was led by PAC Pres-
idents Letlapa Mphahlele and Luthando Mbinda; and 
AZAPO President Strike Thokoane; as well as PAM Presi-
dent Zamikhaya Gxabe.  The march paused midway at the 
home of the late Nyakane Tsolo, who was one of the lead-
ers of the Sharpeville march in 1960.  The Presidents 

greeted and had a word with Mme Tsolo who looks frail 
with age. 

 

The march proceeded to the Precinct where the Presidents 
shared a brief word with the multitudes that descended on 
the Precinct.  Poet Ntsiki Mzwai lambasted the government 
for imposing Nelson Mandela on Sharpeville Day, while 
systemically erasing the name of Robert Sobukwe who pro-
vided leadership during the historical march. 

 

From the Precinct the march snaked to the Seliba Primary 
School where the BPC held one of its earliest commemora-
tion of the Sharpeville Massacre in 1973.  The surviving 
leaders of the Black People’s Convention (BPC) like Adv 
Madibeng Chris Mokoditoa, Zithulele Cindi and Vusi 
Tshabalala shared their memories about how the BCM re-
kindled the revolutionary fires and advanced the Azanian 
Revolution. 

 

The last stop of the march was at the Dlomo Dam where 
the Presidents addressed the main Commemoration Ser-
vice. 
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Australian Home Affairs Minister Peter Dutton has 
caused a diplomatic brouhaha over his statement that 
Australia would accelerate the visa application pro-
cess of white South African farmers who might want 
to emigrate to Australia as a result of losing their 
farms due to the newly-endorsed policy of expropria-
tion of land in Azania. 

 

Some people have decried his statement and even 
pleaded with him to withdraw his utterances.  There 
are reports that Britain has also threatened to impose 
economic sanctions if South Africa were to proceed 
with its policy of expropriating land without compen-
sation. 

 

The African American revolutionary, Kwame Toure, 
teaches us to “support what the enemy opposes, and 
to oppose what the enemy supports.”  We could 
therefore simply deduce from the anxiety expressed 
by the imperialist regimes of Britain and Australia 
that the position to Expropriate Land Without Com-
pensation is noble and would assist in the struggle to 
redress the effects of settler-colonialism and apart-
heid. 

 

But there is more to Dutton’s statement which re-
quires us to fully appreciate its context.  Australia was 
founded on 16 January 1788 when Captain Arthur 
Phillips arrived in 11 British ships carrying convicts 
to the then colony of New South Wales.  The arrival of 
British settlers to that country started a process of 
sustained genocide on the Aborigines or indigenous 
people of that country.  Today, the Aborigines have 
been pushed to the periphery, and have no real role 
in the socio-economic life of Australia. 

 

So when Dutton chooses to stand with the white 
farmers of South Africa on the Land Question, he is 
just expressing logic.  Instead of begging him to lie to 
us and withdraw his “honest” statement, we should 
commend him for stating his true feeling.  If he be-
lieved otherwise, he would be assisting the Aborigi-
nes in Australia to also reclaim their land. 

 

Our problem as Black people has always been that we 
are too trusting.  We allow liberals to blunt our anger 
with sweet words, when in actual fact they are part of 
the system that inflict serious harm to the cause of 

Black people.  That is why most of our political dis-
course is shaped by white thinking.  That is why even 
on this critical issue of land, we are unable to categor-
ically state that Azania belongs to us as Black people.  
We are desperate for white approval in the articula-
tion of our position on land, the economy and basical-
ly everything that matters. 

 

 

As AZAPO, we would like to remind all our people 
that we should denounce white settlers who “love 
us”.  These are the people who want to think on our 
behalf and prescribe how we should respond to white 
oppression.  We are unlikely to fully attain our politi-
cal and economic aspirations if we rely on the guid-
ance of those who have sought to keep us ignorant 
and oppressed - politically and economically. 

 

So when people such as Dutton speak out of turn 
from the refined propaganda of imperialism that 
seeks to keep Black people believing that the system 
will ultimately deliver their freedom and economic 
prosperity, we should remember our profoundly ana-
lytical slogan, which is “Phansi na mabhunu 
asithandayo!” 

 

We can do with the overt racists, for they do not give 
us a false sense of comfort.  They keep us on our 
guard, alert and knowing that only we are our own 
liberators, and not anybody else.  Thank you Dutton 
for reminding us that racism knows no borders. 

2 

PHANSI NA MABHUNU ASITHANDAYO!   

(DOWN WITH THE SETTLERS WHO LOVE US!) 
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AZAPO is outraged by the avoidable death of a 5-year 
old girl, Lumka Mkhethwa, who fell and drowned in a 
pit toilet in Bizana in the Eastern Cape.  This is the 
second reported horrific incident that occurred under 
the watch of the Department of Basic Education.  The 
first reported incident took place in 2014 in Limpopo 
where another 5-year old child, Michael Komape, fell 
and drowned in a pit toilet.  You will notice that we 
refer to these known cases as reported incidents, be-
cause we do not know about the possibility of other 
incidents that may have gone unreported. 

 

It is not only a disgrace, but counterrevolutionary for 
a government that is led by a former component of 
the Liberation Movement to allow innocent black 
children to be killed by their own faeces.  It is an un-
caring attitude of unspeakable inhuman and immoral 
proportions. 

 

When young Michael was “murdered” by the ANC-led 
government’s pit toilets, the only response you could 
get from the Minister of Basic Education was that Ed-
ucation is a concurrent function.  AZAPO believes that 
the ruling party remains a terrible example of how 
political parties with a struggle track record should 
never treat citizens that voted it into power.  

 

Taking into account the fact that the ruling party had 
about 24 years to save the innocent souls of angelic 
kids like Michael and Lumka, there is definitely no 
sense of administrative and political urgency to re-
dress the legacy of colonialism and white racism on 
the part of the ANC-led government.  The government 

deadline to eradicate the pit toilets in the schooling 
system was 2016, yet the Eastern Cape Department of 
Basic Education underspent R415 million or 26% of 
its R1.574 billion.  In the returned money back to 
Treasury a toilet fit for human beings could have been 
built at the Bizana school, whereby young Lumka’s 
life could have been saved. 

 

What we witness all the time is how politicians priori-
tise themselves over citizens.  We have seen how blue 
lights are in many instance abused, and the flashy 
cars politicians demand once they are appointed into 
the various offices. 

 

The “concurrent function” excuse provides a clear 
indication that AZAPO’s policy of the Abolition of Pro-
vincial Governments is correct.  AZAPO reiterates its 
position that the provincial spheres of government be 
abolished, and their powers and functions revert to 
the national sphere of government.  That would not 
only save the scarce resources, but lives would also 
be saved. 

 

AZAPO believes that our country’s political govern-
ance has slipped into a comma.  Something drastic 
needs to be done before the worse happens.  If noth-
ing is done, the drowning to death of the “young, gift-
ed and black” Michaels and Lumkas in pit toilets will 
be the order of the day.  They died in circumstances 
no different to their Black parents in the Life 
Esidimeni saga where Black people were treated less 
than animals by their own government. 
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THE CURSE OF PIT TOILETS 

Lumka Mkhethwa 

The burial of Michael Komape 



4 

 

National Prosecuting Authority head Shaun Abra-
hams has long last decided that former President Ja-
cob Zuma should stand trial on charges of corruption, 
fraud and money-laundering. 

 

On the face on it, the decision looks logical, fair and in 
the interest of justice.  For the record, the decision to 
prosecute Zuma has our unqualified support.  

 

However, there are some pollutants of justice in this 
case.  After all, justice must not only be done, but 
should also be seen to be done. 

 

Supporters of Zuma may see his prosecution as per-
secution.  They may be wrong, but they may see his 
trial as an attempt by the top brass in the law en-
forcement agencies to ingratiate themselves with the 
new leader in the west wing of the Union Building.  
That is why, ideally, Zuma should have been charged 
when he was still president of the country. 

 

Had the NPA charged Zuma while he was still presi-
dent of the Republic, they would have dispelled no-
tions that the NPA is being used as a tool to solve po-
litical problems within the ruling party.  

 

Charging him after his removal from office lends 
credibility to an argument that one needs political 
power and authority to evade justice.  It is important 
for the for the justice system to be seen to be neutral, 
and not be a tool for those who are politically power-
ful. 

 

There are lessons in this saga for our country.  The 
most important lesson is citizens should build strong 
systems of governance that will support the demo-
cratic dispensation.  One effective method of having a 
viable governance is to have a real multi-party demo-
cratic system.  Too much power centred in the ruling 
party can pollute the system to create the mess we 
have seen in the NPA, in SARS, in Eskom, in SAA and 
other state entities. 

 

Having strong opposition parties can assist to create 
an accountable government.  As AZAPO, our position 
is that the ANC-led government would be better 
served if the main opposition came from the Libera-
tion Movement.  As components of the Liberation 
Movement, we would be reminding the ruling party 
of the revolutionary morality that was the motive 

force to many of our people to sacrifice their lives in 
the struggle for the total emancipation of the people 
of Azania. 

 

We would be urging the ruling party to move faster to 
undo the legacy of colonialism and apartheid, and re-
store the dignity of Black people through concrete 
and accelerated development.  As it is now, the gov-
ernment has to move like a snail to redress the effects 
of apartheid because there is a loud noise coming 
from the main Opposition benches, which is mainly 
concerned about the fears of the white minority. 

 

But the government should be reminded that it is 
more important to address the aspirations of the ma-
jority if we are to have a stable democracy.  So far the 
signs are that Black people may be a majority, but 
they do not have a dominant voice in the social and 
political space.  

 

 
 

BLACK PLUM 
 

By Don Mattera 
 

This land 
This soil so stiff-necked and proud, 

This beautiful earth is a garden  
And I am the fruit 

Squeezed of energy 
Drained of love  

Dried of hope 
 

A garden watered by anguish,  
fertilised by the tears 

of my people, 
strewn with the seeds 

of their lives 
 

I am the black plum 
Fruit of Mama Africa  

Spirit that cries out beyond the horizon  
The soul seeking emancipation  

 
I am Africa  
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ALL SHALL BE EQUAL BEFORE THE LAW 


