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It is only a number of hours before many will be happy 

to see the back and end of 2018. A turbulent year in-

deed with scandals of unprecedented proportions be-

ing exposed. For it is during this year that the most 

horrendous experiences of maladministration and mis-

management of State resources was revealed, pointing 

to serious problems in all sectors of our society. 

 

Strike Thokoane – President of AZAPO 

 

Cadre deployment rot and corruption were laid bare in 

the education, health, housing, service delivery and 

savings bank sector. As if learning under trees and mud 

schools was not bad enough, 2018 saw more school 

children dying in toilets. Families losing their loved 

ones in the Life Esidimeni scandalous saga at the hands 

of a callous and uncaring MEC of Health in Gauteng. 

MEC Qedani Mahlangu continued with “her studies 

abroad” as Life Esidimeni death toll continued to rise. 

 

The stealing of hard earned savings of poor families 

and the most vulnerable citizens shocked us even fur-

ther with the VBS scandal. The Nugent and Zondo Com-

missions exposed very senior government officials’ in-

volvement in acts of corruption. The VBS bank scandal 

also saw those who claim to be on the side of the poor 

being involved in looting the meagre life savings of the 

same poor people. 

 

Racism continues to rear its ugly head once again in the 

country. The government appears to be too weak to 

attend to it. The Clifton beach case is just but one ex-

ample. There are many such incidents that remain un-

exposed. It is equally sad and depressing to note that 

the year ended with fatalities on our roads as people 

were travelling around the country to be with family 

and friends as they enjoy the festive season. 

 

As we usher the year 2019, AZAPO wishes the people 

of AZANIA a prosperous year that will be characterised 

by: 

 

1. Good health: which does not only mean absence of 

disease but the following of healthy lifestyles found 

in them engaging in physical exercise more often 

and a religious observance of good primary health 

care practices. 

2. Vigilance and care on the roads especially by those 

who have to travel back home and in preparation 

to earn a living at their workplaces to be extra care-

ful on the roads. People are urged to avoid drinking 

and driving as well as drinking and walking on the 

roads. 

MESSAGE FROM AZAPO PRESIDENT : SEASON’S GREETINGS TO ALL 
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3. Counselling to be given to those matriculants who 

would not have made it when the results are an-

nounced to note that failure is not the end of the 

road as there are other alternatives 

4.  Accelerated programs aimed at addressing 

the land question. 

5. AZAPO urges all people of voting age to register to 

vote on the 27th – 28th January 2019 in order to 

put their “X” on the ballot paper when the time 

comes. 

6. Lastly, AZAPO wishes Banyana Banyana to do 

well in their endeavours on the world stage. 

 

COMPLIMENTS OF THE SEASON TO ALL 

 

THE CLIFTON BEACH PROTEST PUTS 

RACISM ON THE POLITICAL AGENDA  

 

On 28 December 2018 Black protesters ambushed the 

Clifton beach in Cape Town and slaughtered a sheep 

to, as they said, "cleanse the demon of racism". 

 

There have been conflicting reactions to the sheep 

slaughtering. The usual outcry of white racists hiding 

behind the SPCA were quick off the mark in condemn-

ing the act as cruelty to animals. They acted in unison 

with the white residents of Clifton who are accused of 

hiring a private security company to harass and re-

move Black people from the beach. The matter is un-

der investigation because no one wants to take re-

sponsibility for hiring the security company. The DA-

ruled City of Cape Town has also distanced itself. 

 

For those who may have forgotten, the beaches in 

South Africa were segregated on the basis of colour 

under the apartheid laws. It took struggle by Black 

people to liberate the beaches from the imposed 

"whites only" tags. The Clifton beaches of this racist 

world were among those that were inaccessible to 

Black people in the country of their forebears. 

 

Racism did not end with excluding Black people from 

resources and opportunities, it went further and un-

dermined their culture. Their religion was dismissed 

as superstitious. Their languages were not developed 

as languages of business, law and science. They were 

not allowed to practice their spirituality which some-

times included the slaughtering of animals. While rac-

ists were notorious for perpetuating cruelty against 

Black people for centuries, they were all of a sudden 

activists pretending to protect animals against 

"cruelty". 

By-laws were imposed to forbid Black people from 

practicing their rituals which require animal slaugh-

tering. Middle class Black people who reside in the 

white suburbs have to migrate to the townships and 

villages when they have to do their customary cere-

monies.  

 

Black people fought hard over the decades for the 

recognition of their customary rites by the South Afri-

can laws and public policies. White racists suggested 

that Black people had to slaughter the animals in a 

"non-cruel" way that excludes pain. Shooting the ani-

mal was one of the ways proposed by the "know-all 

and experts" over the lives of others. They said that 

the animal would die instantly without being subject-

ed to torture and pain. What they did not know is that 

African customary ritual requires the blood spilling 

and the yelling of the animal. Black people do not as-

sassinate an animal for customary rites. They slaugh-

ter it. 

 

The Clifton protest should be viewed in the context of 

Black people finding struggle spaces to raise their 

voice about the racism that is still rife in South Africa 

despite the black faces displayed in public offices. 

 

The Clifton protestors are not naive to think that they 

were indeed practicing a spiritual ritual, because that 

would require it to be done in line with specific proto-

cols at certain places. 

  2 
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In that regard, AZAPO salutes the bold action of the 

Black protesters who successfully put the matter of 

racism in South Africa on the political agenda of the 

Azanian Revolution. 

 

EDUCATION REMAINS THE BRIDGE TO 

DEVELOPMENT AND PROSPERITY  
 

The release of Matric results on 4 January 2019 will 

be the culmination of a very difficult academic year in 

the education calendar of Azania. 

 

It was an academic year that was characterised more 

by issues of ill-discipline and disruption of teaching 

and learning, the epitome of which was the stabbing 

to death of a teacher in a Lehurutshe school by a 

learner.  

 

The year basically highlighted the challenges that are 

faced by education in the country; and this does not 

paint a good picture about the future of education in 

Azania. 

 

Despite all these challenges, there is a need to ap-

plaud the learners who remained focussed and did 

well under the circumstances. We salute the teachers 

who did their best in ensuring that learners were 

ready for examinations even if it meant working 7 

days a week.  

 

The Department of Basic Education must revisit the 

issue of post allocation to schools. Former Model C 

schools are able to appoint extra staff using the 

School Governing Bodies (SGB) funds. Consequently, 

they are able to deal with reduced loads in class-

rooms. Township and village schools do not enjoy 

such luxury.  

 

 

The results for private school candidates, those who 

sat for the Independent Examinations Board (IEB) 

certificate have been released earlier than those from 

the public schooling system with a pass rate of 

98.92%, an improvement from the 98.76% achieved 

in the previous year. This will worsen the anxiety 

among the thousands who are still to wait a bit longer 

for their results. But that is the price you pay for al-

lowing parallel education streams that are differently 

resourced. The unfortunate result is that the IEB re-

sults seem to be preferable to the institutions of high-

er learning and employment sector. 

 

Nevertheless, AZAPO remains hopeful that the results 

will average more than the 75,1 % recorded last year 

to afford a respectable number of learners access to 

higher education. A negative result will be indication 

that a bigger number of Black learners will be con-

demned to joblessness, poverty and crime as an es-

cape route. 

 

Issues relating to funding for access into higher edu-

cation remain unresolved. We however remain hope-

ful that the government will prioritise assistance to 

all the learners who qualify for university enrolment. 

That should help minimise the growing number of the 

youth that are unable to be absorbed anywhere after 

completing Matric. 

 

The Higher Education and Training Department will 

have to avail all possible resources to assist schools in 

dealing with learners who may not have performed 

well during the past year. Assistance must be provid-

ed to prepare learners for supplementary examina-

tions, and also help those who could not write all the 

subjects to qualify for certificates.   

 

Schooling needs to be stabilised this year to ensure 

less disruption and more purposeful teaching and 

learning. The government need to be more decisive in 
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the appointment of school managers to ensure that 

qualified people are appointed in areas of responsibil-

ity so that we can have effective schooling. It is disap-

pointing that despite the fact that investigations were 

made to establish facts behind the sale of posts in 

schools, no action has been taken against those identi-

fied as culprits. It is high time that the Basic Education 

Department takes charge and ensure that poor com-

munities are not short-changed and disadvantaged by 

corrupt individuals who view teaching as an oppor-

tunity for self-enrichment. 

 

2019, THE YEAR OF CHANGE 

 

As usual this time of the year, many people will be set-

ting their New Year objectives. Many of those objec-

tives will be personal. That is welcome. 

 

But AZAPO calls on the people to move a step further 

and set political objectives upon which the personal 

objectives are anchored. Our personal objectives to 

find a job may not be met if the economy is misman-

aged in such a way that it sheds jobs. The homeless 

may not realise their objective to have a decent home 

of their own if the government policies do not priori-

tise decent housing for the poor people closer to plac-

es of employment. Our children may not achieve their 

objectives to pursue their educational objectives if the 

institutions of learning keep them outside by imposing 

impossible exclusionary entry standards, while educa-

tional fees are out of reach for the poor parents. 

 

2019 is the year in which the country's General Elec-

tions take place. That means the voters can use their 

voting power to not only set their objectives, but move 

a step further to realise those objectives. That will 

happen if they take a bold step and take their power 

back by removing political parties and politicians that 

abuse and misuse the power they are entrusted with 

by the electorate. Once the necessary removal is done, 

the voters must take the next bold step and give their 

votes to political parties like AZAPO, which use Black 

Consciousness and Steve Biko as their political guide 

to do what is right for the people and the country.  

 

The Black Consciousness Movement (BCM), of which 

AZAPO is the leading organisation, was able to do 

what was right for Black people even during the rule 

of the white settler-colonial regime. We built clin-

ics like Zanempilo in Ezinyoka village in the Eastern 

Cape where we provided primary healthcare. We es-

tablished a number of self-help community projects 

under the banner of the Black Community Pro-

grammes (BCP). AZAPO pursued that self-reliant lega-

cy through its various community projects like the 

Community Health Awareness Project (CHAP), which 

was headed by the assassinated People's Doctor Abu-

baker Asvat. If AZAPO and the BCM were able to do 

what was right for Black people during the times of 

naked oppression and colonialism, you can imagine 

how much more it can do when the voters have given 

it the electoral mandate to use State power and re-

sources to actualise the liberation of Azanians. 

 

The importance of what AZAPO is raising will soon be 

clear when Black students will be queuing for places 

at the various universities without any success. It will 

soon be clear when Black parents will be hopping 

from school to school as their children will be rejected 

in the various white suburbs. That will be the time 

when they will realise that they needed to vote for a 

party like AZAPO, which will build the schools in the 

townships and villages and equip them to provide 

quality education. 

 

If the voters continue to be jobless, homeless and 

poor, they need not look any further for the cause of 

their hardships. Their hardship is caused by how they 

vote. 2019 is the year for the voters to do the right 

thing and vote joblessness and poverty away.  
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AZAPO takes this opportunity to congratulate the 

learners that passed the 2018 Grade 12 examination.  It 

will be amiss of AZAPO if we did not pause and salute 

the educators that went all out to ensure that the learn-

ers succeed under difficult circumstances. 

In her announcement of the 2018 Matric Results, the 

Minister of Basic Education told the Nation that the to-

tal number of candidates who registered for the 2018 

November National Senior Certificate examinations 

were about 800 000.  That number comprise about 

624 000 full-time candidates, and 176 000 part-time 

repeat candidates.  Not all those 800 000 candidates 

wrote all seven subjects or more of the 2018 Grade 12 

Exams.  Only about 512 735 full-time candidates and 

117 661 part-time repeat candidates that finally wrote 

the Exams.  The 78.2% pass rate is therefore based on 

the 512 735 full time candidates that wrote the Exams.  

And that is a 3.1% improvement from 75.1% in 2017. 

 

AZAPO takes into account that 1 141 731 learners reg-

istered for Grade 1 schooling in 2007.  We now know 

that only a meagre 624 733 made it to the 2018 Grade 

12 Exam.   All that means is that 516 998 were “lost” to 

the system.  While there are reasons to be concerned, 

AZAPO will not be quick to suggest that the near 1.2 

million learners that registered for Grade 1 in 2007 

should all have written the 2018 Grade 12 Exam so that 

the pass rate be based on that number.  We say this be-

cause we are aware that the schooling system has exit 

points other than the Grade 12.  For instance, learners 

do exit through Grade 9 to TVET Colleges to qualify as 

the artisans that the economy need so much.  Sadly, it is 

true that some learners do die along the way, while oth-

ers get consumed by anti-social behaviour character-

ised by drug abuse and alcohol. 

 

AZAPO is aware that tracing in the schooling system 

the approximately 1.2 million learners that registered 

for Grade 1 in 2007 has nothing to do with the 2018 

Matric pass rate, but everything to do with the through-

put or retention rate.  We will therefore not confuse the 

two. 

 

Even so, there is a sense in which the misguided cele-

brations of the 3.1% improvement in the Matric pass 

rate hide a lot of worrying things about the state of ed-

ucation in this country.  For instance, 12 schools rec-

orded a 0% pass rate in the same overall improvement.  

The Limpopo high schools of Senwane, Letshega-

Malokwane and Ramaroke are part of the misery that is 

drowned by the celebrations.  And a future of Black 

families stands compromised. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2018 MATRICULANTS! 
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It should be noted that in the 2018 Grade 12 Exams 

many learners were not able to make it because they 

failed Mathematics and Physical Science.  And that 

took place mainly in the Black schools in the town-

ships and villages.  We all know that the failure by 

Black learners of subjects like Mathematics and Phys-

ical Science is an apartheid legacy that the govern-

ment needs to be serious in overhauling.  That may 

mean that the Department of Science and Technology 

should have its mandate reviewed to play a decisive 

role in eradicating the lingering apartheid legacy in-

sofar as creating a foundation for candidates that are 

doing such subjects. 

 

AZAPO is saddened by the government’s neglecting of 

the integrated approach in developing education.  The 

lack of the integrated approach is evident in township 

and village schools that have poor infrastructure.  

These schools have classrooms that are not conducive 

for teaching and learning; and no access to the Inter-

net.  The country has a Minister and Department of 

Public Works, but there is no effort to improve the 

Black schools’ infrastructure, which has an impact on 

learner achievement.  

 

It is however unfortunate that the Matric Results tend 

to be highly politicised and over-emphasised at the 

expense of Early Childhood Development, of which 

we are told is critically important in shaping and in-

fluencing the development trajectory of the child.  

The political circus that we see yearly in the image of 

politicians jumping from classroom to classroom 

chastising and ridiculing educators in full glare of me-

dia cameras is meaningless and useless.  Besides, an 

intervention at Grade 12 is so late that it is good for 

nothing. 

 

However, the norm is that the Matric Results are al-

ways a spectacular public festival as they mark the 

end of gruelling years of school attendance and learn-

ing.  They also mark the beginning of an uncertain 

future of hustling for the learners that passed, while 

giving some vague hope for the future of the country.  

This will become clear as a considerable number of 

the “successful” learners will soon find out that their 

“success” is not considered sufficient by the universi-

ties.  This is when a number of the National Senior 

Certificate Bachelor Passes will be disqualified by 

the various entry systems into the faculties of the var-

ious universities.  A Bachelor Pass to the Department 

of Basic Education and Training, is not always consid-

ered as such by the universities. 

 

It is therefore worrying that the quality of the passes 

(bachelors, diplomas and certificates) is not improv-

ing.  It goes without saying that the quality of the Ma-

tric results does not match the demands of the Uni-

versities in the country.  There is a big curriculum 

miscommunication between the Institutions of High-

er Learning and the Department of Basic Education.  

As we have indicated, some of the learners that 

achieved Bachelor’s passes in Matric may see them-

selves going through 2019 at universities improving 

subjects such as Mathematics, Accounting and Physi-

cal Sciences in order to meet the admission require-

ments to the desired faculties.  This process is time-

consuming for these learners, and costly for the par-

ents.  

 

A curriculum overhaul is therefore a matter of urgen-

cy in the schooling system.  There is a need for a cur-

riculum that will best prepare future citizens to meet 

and bravely face the challenges of the 21st Century 

and the 4th Industrial Revolution.   

 

The other horrific reality that will face the learners 

are the sky-high education fees of the South African 

universities.  Some universities charge as high as 

R100 000 per student in one academic year!  Unfortu-

nately, not every deserving student will access the 

government’s National Student Financial Aid Scheme 

(NSFAS).  The students and parents will learn the 

hard way that the government’s promise of “Free Ed-

ucation” was a false promise that was designed to kill 

the momentum of the #FeesMustFall Movement, 
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while the voter was fooled to again vote for those that 

make false promises.  The “Free Education” promise 

is a ghost that everyone talks about, but never seen. 

 

Regrettably, a number of the passed learners will 

soon join the ranks of the 9 million unemployed peo-

ple in our country.  This does not give AZAPO joy.  But 

it is a sad reality that must be talked about because it 

is a result of the country’s bad governance and mis-

management of the economy. 

 

Despite the challenges, education remains the best 

resource in equipping the poor to escape poverty and 

ensuring the development of a nation.  

 

MAKARAPA/MAGODUKA! 
 

One of the most enduring horrors of apartheid is the 

system of migratory labour. In terms of this immoral 

and wicked system, men would leave their families – 

wives and children – and go and stay in single-men 

hostels in the cities and major towns where they 

would sell their labour to mainly white owned mining 

companies and manufacturing firms. 

 

These men, referred to as Magoduka, or Makarapa, or 

Magaraba depending on the areas they come from, 

would spend the entire year, working for the white 

man, only to go home in Mid-December and return to 

work in early January. 

 

There are many humorous stories about some of the 

Makarapas who would not return to their homes to 

spend Christmas and the festive season with their 

families. Some would claim that their white bosses 

love them so much that they did not want them to 

leave for their homes. Others would claim that the 

white bosses trust them so much that they gave them 

their (the bosses’ house) keys so that they can have 

access to the house in order to feed the dogs. 

 

But the painful reality of the situation is that almost 

25 years after the dawn of democracy, many of us still 

engage on the long “trek” to Nyili, outside Ngqama-

khwe, or Msinga, or Mukula in Thohoyandou or Di-

nokana in Zeerust, a place we refer to as “home”. Yes, 

many of us no longer live in single-men hostels but 

we live in houses in the townships and suburbs. But 

we still have a “home” in the Eastern Cape or in some 

rural area in the former Gazankulu. This is where we 

get buried when we die. This is where we hold our 

weddings. This is where most of our families live. 

Many of us are in Johannesburg or Pretoria, or Dur-

ban, or Rustenburg because of work. 

 

The great “trek” to our “homes” is the reason why our 

roads are jammed throughout the festive season. The 

heavy traffic results in huge numbers of fatalities. 

There is also the annual ritual of politicians threaten-

ing to change legislation to deal more effectively with 

reckless drivers. 

 

But should we not decentralise economic develop-

ment? It is obvious that many people are migrating to 

the urban areas to pursue economic opportunities. A 

visionary government should be reversing this apart-

heid legacy by actively creating economic opportuni-

ties in rural areas. If there are economic opportunities 

in the rural areas, few people would “trek” to the reef. 

 

In the policy documents of AZAPO, the Movement 

says an AZAPO government would ban migratory la-

bour system. This was in response to the system of 

migratory labour under apartheid. Under the current 

circumstances, the creative ways of reversing this leg-

acy of apartheid is to create economic opportunities 

outside the main urban centres. We need to eradicate 

the horror of the migratory labour system.  
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VOTE AZAPO FOR BLACK POWER 
 

Given the extent of the abuse of power, levels of cor-

ruption, the poor record of delivery including the crea-

tion of jobs, the mismanagement of the economy and 

the general neglect of the electorate, it is understanda-

ble why an average voter would be a political atheist. 

 

While the governing party would be the primary mo-

tive force in the erosion of public confidence in our pol-

itics, parties closer to the corridors of power have 

equally not covered themselves in glory. Countless pol-

iticians across the political spectrum have been found 

with their fingers in the cookie jar. This makes ordi-

nary people to be sceptical about politics and conclude 

that politicians just want to use voters as a stepping 

ladder to access power and wealth for themselves. 

 

The general retort from members of the public is that 

“politicians are all cut from the same cloth.” They do 

not walk the talk. They just make empty promises and 

never deliver. This attitude by voters contributes to 

voter apathy. 

As we approach elections, AZAPO too must answer the 

question – why should voters vote AZAPO? What is it 

that is different that AZAPO is offering to the elec-

torate? 

 

Before we address these questions, we should deal 

with the general frustrations of many well-meaning 

people. People argue that they are not happy with the 

governing party, especially in the light of revelations in 

the Zondo Commission. However, their biggest frustra-

tion is that there is no real alternative. 

 

They argue that the biggest opposition party in parlia-

ment is essentially a refuge for racists and their stoog-

es who are bent on postponing transformation of the 

economy and arrest the revolution in general. The oth-

er parties have no real political program of their own 

because they were formed by renegades from the rul-

ing party. 

 

Voters should be excused for thinking that many politi-

cians are simply anything to get voted for so that they 

can have access to power and State resources. 

 

Under these circumstances, the question is legitimate: 

why must people vote for AZAPO? 

 

With all humility, as we have said in the past, AZAPO is 

not an alternative to any other party. AZAPO stands for 

the truth. There is no alternative to the truth. Let us 

simplify this statement. AZAPO is the only party that 

offers Black Consciousness (BC) to the Azanian people. 

 

BC is a liberating philosophy that will locate the solu-

tions of all our problems as the people of Azania within 

ourselves. The main objective of BC is the restoration 

of dignity of the Black people. When you have dignity, 

you respect yourself. When you have self-respect, you 

will refuse to be ruled by a European settler or non-

whites who rule on behalf of settlers to advance Euro-

pean settler interests. In other words, AZAPO is anti-

colonialist. AZAPO is anti-imperialist. AZAPO is anti-

racist. AZAPO is anti-sexist. AZAPO is anti-tribalist. 

 

The reason you see people who have State Power but 

who, after 25 years of getting that power, are still de-

bating whether they should take the land from de-

scendants of European settlers and give it to Black peo-

ple is because they fear whites. They are victims of co-

lonial education that tells them that you have to tread 

carefully and ensure that you do not upset the white 

tribe in whatever reform that you embark upon. 

 

From the beginning, AZAPO has said Black man, you 

are on your own. This is the party that is the sole and 

authentic custodian of the aspirations of Black people. 

Vote AZAPO, you will be voting for Black Power! You 

would not need to lament “mabawuyeke umhlaba 

wethu….” 
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In the Black Consciousness Movement, we take nothing 

for granted.  In the confusion generated by indoctrina-

tion, misinformation and fake news, it is not unlikely 

that Black people may have forgotten or don’t know 

that they are Black people. 

 

The oppressors and colonisers of Black people are do-

ing everything they can to control the minds of the op-

pressed.   That is why Steve Biko warned us that “the 

potent weapon in the hands of the oppressor is the 

mind of the oppressed”.  The white supremacists made 

it a point that they were the ones who defined the land-

less and oppressed people.  They told us who we are; 

what is our fight; who are our friends and enemies; 

what is our religion; who is our God; what is beauty; 

what are our priorities; and what are our goals. 

 

In line with the strategy of Divide and Rule, the Europe-

an colonisers of our land sought to undermine the unity 

of the colonised people.  They knew how dangerous the 

unity of the colonised people would be to their greedy 

project of colonialism.  They soon divided the op-

pressed and exploited people and placed them into 

groups that had an appearance of one being better than 

the other.  It is that “better-than-you” false appearance 

that contributed in keeping our divided people fighting 

each other in a bid to look better and therefore closer 

to the colonisers.  

 

The colonisers, who were Europeans or white people, 

knew that they had to take charge of defining the colo-

nised people.  They therefore grouped them and gave 

them names like “Natives”, “Coloureds” and “Indians”.  

There were also other objectionable and unprintable 

names that were given to these groups by the colonis-

ers.  All this was done in the name of undermining their 

unity and fight against colonialism.  The coloniser be-

lieved he could rule over the colonised people for as 

long as he kept them divided and believing that they 

were” Indians”, “Coloureds” and “Natives”.   

 

The coloniser was clever in the way he defined the col-

onised people.  He called one group “Indians” so that 

they could believe that they have nothing to do with 

Azania in terms of history, culture, nationalism and 

sovereignty.  They were induced to be trapped in co-

coons like “Indian indentured labourers” or “passenger 

Indians”.  The other group was dubbed “Coloureds” be-

cause it was generally perceived to be light-skinned in 

closer resemblance to the colonisers.  One more group 

was called a number of names including the one of 

“Natives”.  If the other groups were made to believe 

WHO ARE BLACK PEOPLE IN AZANIA? 
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they were economically better than this group, it was 

given a sentimental reward to believe that they were 

the aboriginal people of the land to the exclusion of 

the other groups.  It is that “exclusive” aboriginal tag 

that makes the sub-groups in the “Coloured” group to 

rise and claim that they are the “original” aboriginals 

over and above the “Natives”.   

 

Of interest is the fact that the oppressing colonisers 

found the group of “Natives” to be too big and cum-

bersome.  It was therefore further divided into lan-

guage sub-groups like VhaVenda, VaTsonga, BaTswa-

na, amaNdebele, BaSotho, amaSwazi, BaPedi, 

amaXhosa, amaZulu, etc.  In the segregated settlement 

camp for the “Natives”, the camp was further subdi-

vided into these language sub-groups, which were 

also made to destructively compete and fight one an-

other for false importance and superiority. 

 

The political space of resistance did not help the situ-

ation.  The political organisations of the people re-

grettably modelled themselves on the apartheid seg-

regation.  There was the South African National Na-

tive Congress, which later renamed itself into the ANC 

we know today.  That organisation was supposed to 

be for the “Natives”, even though things changed in 

the march of time.  Also, there was the South African 

Coloured People’s Congress for the “Coloureds”, as 

well as the South African Indian Congress of the 

“Indians”.  

 

The BCM took the concept of Black Solidarity to a 

higher level, and in opposition to the apartheid ethnic 

segregation of the land dispossessed and colonised 

people.  We believed we could not fight the system in 

the manner that it segmented the Azanian masses.  

Biko had observed that “not only have they kicked the 

black but they have also told him how to react to the 

kick”.  The liberation struggle had to be reorganised 

on the terms of the Black people’s values and princi-

ples of Self-Determination, Self-Initiative, Self-

Reliance and Self-Assertiveness.  That was what the 

philosophy of Black Consciousness had demanded 

and commanded.  No more fragmentation of the Black 

people. 

 

The BCM settled this matter by appropriating the 

term “Black” and cleansed it of all the negatives, and 

assigned it a positive meaning and revolutionary en-

ergy.  That term was used to define those dispos-

sessed of their land and colonised in the Azanian con-

text.  It did not matter that some sections of the Black 

community were shipped from oversees to be slaves 

in Azania.  To the extent that they did not come to 

Azania to collaborate with, and be part of the colonis-

ers like the British and the Dutch and other European 

nations did, they were accepted as part of the colo-

nised and oppressed people.  In a positive attitude, 

these slaves and their generations had made Azania 

their country in unity with the indigenous people.  

That made them to qualify to fight for the reposses-

sion of the land and end to colonialism and slavery. 

 

The BCM defined Black people “as those who are by 

law or tradition, politically, economically and socially 

discriminated against as a group in the South African 

society and identifying themselves as a unit in the 

struggle towards the realisation of their aspirations”.  

It was not enough that the defined people were nega-

tively affected in the manner described, but what 

completed the definition was the need for the affected 

to identify with the struggle to fight all the forms of 

oppression against them.  The application of the defi-

nition identified the so-called Natives, the so-called 

Coloureds and the so-called Indians as the Black peo-

ple we talk about in the BCM and in Azania. 

 

As the leading organisation of the BCM and the custo-

dian of BC and Biko, AZAPO has sought, with all in its 

power, to conscientise Black people to understand 

that by “black” we do not mean the skin colour of a 

person.  “Black” is the colour of our politics.  “Black” is 

the unifying term for the oppressed and exploited 

people who have risen to break the shackles of slav-

ery and landlessness in Azania. 
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AZAPO is aware that post-1994 the circumstances of 

the Black people have been negatively affected by 

misgovernance, which have driven our people to re-

vert to identifying with the old ethnic concentration 

camps of apartheid.  Our people have degenerated to 

wanting to sub-group themselves as either amaZulu, 

BaSotho, amaXhosa, Coloureds, or Indians.  Some 

even think they are not Black but brown.  This is an 

unfortunate regression and undoing of the achieve-

ments of the BCM and Biko in uniting Black people. 

 

AZAPO reminds you that Black people in Azania are 

the so-called Indians, the so-called Coloureds and the 

so-called Natives.  We are all Black and proud of our 

Blackness.  Let us allow nobody to divide us. 

 

 

WHY WE NEED A NEW AND     

STRONG GOVERNMENT 
 

In order to understand the logic why we need a new 

and strong government, we first have to accept the 

reality that we live under a system of bourgeois de-

mocracy.  This political system is run by the political 

elite.  Members of the political elite acquire power on 

behalf of the masses.  In other words, they use the 

votes of the population, mainly the poor, to gain pow-

er and then use the political power to advance their 

economic interests as the ruling class.  They also use 

their power to undermine the interests of the poor.  

That is why the poor have to fight for basic rights 

such as quality education and health care. 

 

Little wonder that under this system, the gap be-

tween rich and poor increases.  It is because the rul-

ing class designs schemes to enrich their class at the 

expense of the poor majority.  For example, the ruling 

class would create an e-toll system that forces all mo-

torists to pay.  But the bulk of the money will go to 

private companies owned by a section of the ruling 

elite. 

 

In other communities, the ruling elite would deliber-

ately sabotage the State infrastructure to create work 

that will be done by private companies that are 

owned by the ruling elite.  In several municipalities, 

those in positions of authority would not attend to 

infrastructural issues associated with water purifica-

tion, thus creating a critical shortage of water supply.  

The same politicians, through their fronts and associ-

ates, would then supply water to the community, us-

ing water tanks at a huge cost to the taxpayer.  

 

 

Then there is rampant corruption which goes unpun-

ished at virtually all levels of the State.  The script is 

the same.  The elite are using their political power to 

access State resources in order to feather their own 

nests.  Because resources can never be enough to sat-

isfy the greed of rapacious politicians, the members of 

the ruling elite start fighting among themselves.  In 

some areas such as KwaZulu-Natal, the fights over 

positions that would enable people to access State 

resources have resulted in killings of comrades by 

comrades. 

 

Indeed, power corrupts.  And absolute power cor-

rupts absolutely.  So, if we as voters want an account-

able government, we should ensure that the incum-

bents have insecurity of tenure.  A system whereby 

the governing party is assured of victory even before 

votes are cast creates a fertile ground for the abuse of 

power.  Rulers who are assured of victory become 

arrogant and abusive.  They have no incentive to re-

spond to the needs of the voters. 
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The only way to get these leaders to honour their elec-

tion promises is to be accountable, to be transparent, 

to honestly work to advance the interests of the major-

ity to reduce the power of the ruling elite and to ensure 

that those who are ruling are not guaranteed to remain 

in office.  When that happens, the arrogance will be 

reduced; the lies will be less; the theft would be mini-

mal; the corruption will be less.  As voters, we get the 

government that we deserve.  The power is in our 

hands. 

 

ECONOMIC POWER IS THE MOST     

POTENT TOOL TO FIGHT RACISM 

 
The response by our politicians, to the display of naked 

racism at Laerskool Schweizer-Reneke, whereby 4 

Black children sat at a desk in a corner far from the 18 

white learners who occupied a big table in the same 

class, was predictable.  It was the usual condemnation 

of racism, stating that this should not be tolerated 25 

years after the dawn of democracy. 

 

 

After the condemnation, the politicians would continue 

with their lives and wait for another racist incident to 

occur before they again condemn it “in the strongest 

terms possible”.  They will again express shock and 

outrage that racism appears to be rearing its ugly head 

once more.  Pathetic! 

 

As AZAPO, we have maintained that the so-called Rain-

bow Nation is nothing but a flickering mirage.  Our 

country is still divided according to race.  Very little 

has changed in terms of power relations in the econo-

my.  Yes, Black people have political power.  But with-

out economic power and land ownership, political 

power is just not enough to change racial attitudes. 

 

In the eyes of many white people, Black people are still 

the downtrodden.  They are still the domestic “girls” 

and the garden “boys”.  They are still the farm labour-

ers.  On the other end of the racial spectrum, white 

people are still the economically dominant class.  They 

are the owners of wealth and the employers.  They still 

have access to better schools and other facilities.  That 

is why Black people still smuggle their children into 

predominantly white schools.  These schools are better 

equipped than those in the townships and villages.  

The current government has done little to change what 

apartheid had designed, which is that Black people 

would get inferior education in inferior schools. 

 

The developments in Laerskool Schweizer-Reneke re-

mind us that those who are in political office have 

failed dismally to use their power to radically trans-

form this country.  If they had acted swiftly against rac-

ists in the past, those who are bent on humiliating us 

would have learnt that justice is on the side of those 

advocating for anti-racism.  But racism is a lived expe-

rience of many Black people in this country.  It is alive 

in the workplace, where the white tribe runs the show.  

Almost as an admission of the failure to use the Black 

majority status to push transformation, the govern-

ment still has a policy of Affirmative Action, which is 

largely being ignored by corporate South Africa.  This 

is the only country on Earth that seeks the minority to 

affirm the majority. 

 

In order to deliver a telling blow to racism, Black peo-

ple should get their land back and get ownership and 

control of the economy.  Black people should also be in 

control of institutions of training such as schools and 

universities.  But until we do that, we shall perfect the 

art of condemning racism, without any results. 
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This weekend polling stations will be opened for Voter 

Registration. AZAPO urges all eligible voters to go and 

register so that they are able to vote in the forthcoming 

General Elections expected in May this year. 

The highest figures of voter apathy are found among 

young people. As little as 16% of the youth who should 

have registered to vote have actually registered. Voter 

apathy is an indication of the lack of confidence in the 

political system.  

 

There are real factors contributing to the lack of confi-

dence in our politics. The youth are bearing the brunt 

of economic mismanagement in the country. Unem-

ployment is the highest among young people. Hundreds 

of thousands of graduates – with university degrees 

and national diplomas – are sitting at home without 

work, and more importantly without hope. 

 

Their working class parents have struggled to put them 

through tertiary education, hoping that once they have 

acquired the university qualifications they would get 

employment to improve their lives and those of their 

families in general. But it was not to be for many of 

these graduates. Even in the fields of medicine, where 

we are told that there is a dire shortage of medical doc-

tors and nurses, employment for newly qualified grad-

uates is no longer guaranteed. In fact, there are hun-

dreds of doctors and nurses without jobs, despite the 

fact that the State had paid for their training following 

an assessment that their skills were required in the 

public service. 

 

When somebody has no skill or qualification, they per-

haps can rationalise and understand why they are un-

employed. It should be extremely frustrating to some-

body who remains unemployed while armed with a 

qualification and a skill. This is why many of the young 

people have very little confidence in the political sys-

tem. 

 

In addition to those who cannot get jobs because the 

economy is actually not growing - the growth is less 

than the population growth - there are thousands of 

young people who drop out of school each year. Close 

to half of learners who start Grade 1 fail to reach  
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Matric. They join the ever-growing queue of unem-

ployment. This is a ticking time-bomb. 

 

There are no short-cuts to jobs creation. But some of 

the major reasons why the job market has been 

shrinking is poor leadership by those in government. 

To that you may add lack of a vision, corruption, nep-

otism, maladministration, lack of qualifications, theft 

of public funds combined with a form of a toxic con-

coction which stifles economic growth and arrests 

development.  

 

If you are not happy with the current government, 

you should register so that you can express your frus-

tration by voting for another party. Throughout its 

existence, AZAPO has been the champion of the aspi-

rations of Black People (and by Black we mean the so-

called Natives, the so-called Indians and the so-called 

Coloureds). It is AZAPO’s mission to restore the digni-

ty of Black People. The power is in our hands to bring 

about change and get a government that will respect 

Black People.  

 

But the first step is to register as a voter. 

 

STOP PAYING LIP-SERVICE IN THE 

FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION  

 

The most shocking aspect of the revelations at the 

Zondo Commission on State Capture is not that senior 

politicians of the ruling party were getting bribes 

from Bosasa, or the huge amounts of the bribes, or 

that a huge number of the top politicians were on the 

payroll of the corrupt company. No. What is really 

shocking is that nobody is being prosecuted for this 

grand scale corruption. 

 

What are the law-enforcement agencies – the Hawks, 

South African Police Service and the various intelli-

gence units – doing? Why is it that such revelations 

are made but there is absolute silence from those en-

trusted to uphold the law? 

 

Maybe we should not look too far for an explanation 

of why nobody has been arrested. According to the 

testimony submitted to the Zondo Commission, sen-

ior officials at the NPA were on the payroll of Bosasa 

to ensure that the company officials are free from 

prosecution. Does this mean that even the current 

crop of officials at the NPA are part of the corruption? 

If not, why are they not acting? 

 

The other shocking revelation was that some of the 

bribes that Bosasa paid went to the ruling party. The 

ruling party has always maintained that leaders of the 

party that were implicated in State Capture corrup-

tion were implicated in their individual capacity. In 

other words, the party did not sanction their corrupt 

activities. Fair point. But the essence of State Capture 

is about politicians using their proximity to State 

power to influence the Cabinet appointments, alloca-

tion of tenders and other benefits to private compa-

nies and individuals.  

 

The abuse of political office is at the centre of State 

Capture corruption. So when this corruption has ben-

efited the individual, the party can afford to wash its 

hands and say, “Comrade, face the music on your 

own.” But what happens when the beneficiary of the 

corruption is the ruling party, as alleged by Angelo 

Agrizzi to the Commission? 

 

Corruption that involves the party has various levels. 

It is an open secret that private companies donate 

funds to the ruling party. Most of these “donations” 

are not declared publicly. But in business, there is no 

free lunch. So when a company donates to the ruling 

party, it is “investing”. There is a link between those 

companies that make huge donations to the ruling 

party, and those that get big State tenders.  

 

So, if this country is serious about fighting corruption, 

it should first do the basics. Even though it took time, 
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it should be welcome that the President finally signed 

into law the legislation that forces political parties to 

make their funders public.  That should be combined 

with the culture and principle of the law enforcement 

agencies to do their work without fear or favour. It is 

a scandal that the Zondo Commission hears so much 

detail of corruption but there is nobody who is being 

prosecuted for it.  

 

For the public to have confidence in the criminal jus-

tice system, the law should be applied against those 

who are corrupt. It is not enough that we just shake 

our heads in disbelief each time we hear a bombshell 

of corruption being dropped by the likes of Angelo 

Agrizzi. 

 

THE ICC ACQUITS GBAGBO AFTER 8 

YEARS IN CUSTODY  
 

In what could easily be regarded as the justice of the 

jungle, on 15 January 2019, the International Criminal 

Court (ICC) acquitted the former President of the Re-

public of Co te d’Ivoire, Laurent Gbagbo (73), after 8 

years in jail and facing trial for “war crimes”.  Those 

alleged crimes included counts like murder, rape and 

persecution.   

 

Gbagbo was raided and arrested on 11 April 2011 

and removed from power by the French Licorne forc-

es after a disputed 2010 presidential election whose 

first round was won by Gbagbo by 38% to the 32% of 

Alassane Ouattara (77).  After the second round, 

Ouattara was declared the winner by the Independ-

ent Elections Commission.  However, the Constitu-

tional Council called that into question based on what 

it identified as irregularities, and declared Gbagbo the 

winner by 51%.  That caused Gbagbo, who had the 

support of the army, to dig in his heels and be sworn 

in as the President of the Ivory Coast. 

 

Meanwhile, Ouattara who had the support of the so-

called international community and the rebel troops 

in control of the northern part of the country, also 

sworn himself in as the President of the Ivory Coast.  

That became a stalemate that degenerated into a civil 

war.  That was made easier by the fact that the coun-

try was already divided into north and south, where 

Gbagbo controlled the south, and Ouattara the north. 

 

 

The north-south divide had its seeds planted 

throughout the era of the French colonial rule over 

the Ivory Coast.  France’s colonial rule was based on 

the policies of assimilation and association.  Assimila-

tion meant that a country colonised by France had to 

see and use the French culture, language, law, etc. as 

supreme.  Association meant that the former colonies 

of France had to treat France as a superior partner.  

France officially became the coloniser of the Ivory 

Coast in 1893. 

 

Ouattara experienced difficulties to enter the politics 

of the Ivory Coast because of a constitutional clause 

that required a candidate to be born of parents who 

are both born in the Ivory Coast.  Ouattara had one of 

his parents born in Burkina Faso.  He made things 

worse for himself by holding a dual citizenship of the 

Ivory Coast and Burkina Faso.  He spent the better 

part of his professional life as an economist and bu-

reaucrat of the International Monetary Fund (IMF).  

The imperialist world thought this experience would 

have been handy for Ouattara to run the mineral-rich 

Ivory Coast in their favour. 

 

The death in 1993 of President Fe lix Houphoue t-

Boigny who had ruled the Ivory Coast since inde-

pendence for 33 years, brought successor challenges.  
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Ouattara had thought he could take over, but was out-

paced by the constitutionally deserving Henri Konan 

Be die .  The law that stipulated that a Presidential can-

didate had to have both parents born in the Ivory 

Coast proved to be the catalyst to the civil war.  That 

law was endorsed by a Referendum just before Gbag-

bo could win the 2000 elections.  Ouattara was exclud-

ed by that law. That led to an attempted coup in 2002.   

A considerable number of soldiers in the national ar-

my were from the north part of the country.  The 

north part was Muslim strong, and the south predomi-

nantly Christian.  Ouattara was based in the north 

where the French quickly came to his rescue and 

housed him in its embassy in the wake of the civil war.  

With soldiers from the north deserting the national 

army and joining the rebel-north, the north became 

stronger, also with help from France and Burkina Faso 

which also had an interest in the conflict.  The govern-

ment controlled the south. 

France and other superpowers managed to put pres-

sure for the removal of the clause in the constitution 

which excluded Ouattara, who was able to contest the 

disputed 2010 elections.  As we explained earlier, 

Ouattara was able to rule after the French soldiers at-

tacked Gbagbo’s hideout and arrested him.  Gbagbo’s 

attendance of the ICC trial under custody in the past 8 

years helped Ouattara to consolidate his rule without 

Gbagbo’s threat.  And Gbagbo has now been acquitted 

of the war crimes he was accused of after 8 years.  The 

African Union (AU) was conspicuous by its silence 

throughout the destabilisation of the minerals-rich 

Ivory Coast by the western nations. 

AZAPO VOICE EXTENDS A WORD        

OF THANKS TO ITS READERS 

 
The AZAPO Voice Editorial Collective takes this oppor-

tunity to thank all our Readers for continuing to read 

our weekly Issues.  Just like there is no football team 

that can perform to its best without spectators, or a 

choir that can sing to its best without an audience; 

there is similarly no publication that can derive en-

couragement without readers. 

 

We appreciate even more the critical feedback most of 

you have given us.  The feedback has generally been 

positive.  Some of you have advised us on issues you 

would like us to entertain, while others have critically 

engaged us on some of our political, ideological and 

cultural views.   

 

It should be right to remind our Readers about the 

mission of AZAPO Voice. We bring the public up to 

speed with AZAPO's perspective on various political, 

social, economic and ideological issues that affect 

Black people and society at large. We deal with those 

issues at the local, regional and international levels. 

But we will be biased to the local level where we oper-

ate. 

 

We are upfront about the fact that our perspective will 

be coloured by the Black Consciousness philosophy. 

 

We hope to hear more from our Readers in terms of 

critical feedback with regards to content, style, quality 

and impression. Your critical feedback is sincerely ap-

preciated. We invite you to keep it coming.  
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Voter registration could not take place in at least 140 

polling stations throughout the country.  Given that 

there are more than 22 000 voting stations in the coun-

try, one can argue that the figure of 140 is relatively 

negligible in the greater scheme of voter registration. 

 

But in virtually all the affected stations where registra-

tion could not take place, local residents were express-

ing their unhappiness with the government over lack of 

delivery of election promises.  Protesters’ demands 

range from jobs, electricity, water, houses, better 

schools, proper roads to end of abuse of power and cor-

ruption. 

 

In some areas, school principals openly refused to al-

low their schools to be used as Voter Registration Cen-

tres because they were concerned that the community 

members may burn down the schools as they vented 

their anger against the government. 

The unequivocal message from the protesters through-

out the country is that “we will not vote to show our 

disapproval of the government”.  AZAPO Voice has said 

in the past that people who are not happy with the de-

livery record of the government should actually use 

their vote to vote for change.  This message does not 

seem to be getting through to our people.  This is why 

for many of our people, there were two opposing forces 

during the white settler-colonial rule.  One force was 

the progressive revolutionary liberation movement and 

the other was the reactionary forces, led by the Nation-

al Party that had wanted to maintain the status-quo.  

The National Party went through metamorphosis to be 

swallowed by the ANC, while the remnants became the 

Democratic Alliance (DA). 

 

The ANC, as the oldest liberation organisation, was gen-

erally seen as the leading force in the Liberation Move-

ment.  However, the truth is that the ANC alone does 

not constitute the Liberation Movement.  The other two 

sections of the Liberation Movement are the Pan Afri-

canist Congress of Azania (PAC) and the Azanian Peo-

ple’s Organisation (AZAPO).  The PAC was formed in 

April 1959 while AZAPO was formed in 1978 after the 

banning of 17 Black Consciousness organisations that 

included the Black People’s Convention (BPC), a direct 

predecessor of AZAPO.  

 

Since the formation of the Union of South Africa in 

1910, there have been three major developments that 

paved the way to the dawn of democracy in 1994.   
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The first was the Sharpeville Massacre on 21 March 

1960, where the apartheid regime unleashed its brute 

force on unarmed and innocent civilians, murdering 

69 people and wounding hundreds others.  That his-

toric event was organised by the PAC under the lead-

ership of Robert Mangaliso Sobukwe. 

 

The Sharpeville Massacre was a game changer.  The 

forces of liberation realised that they could no longer 

continue to talk peace to a regime whose response 

was brute force.  After the banning of the ANC and the 

PAC by the racist junta, both organisations went into 

exile to establish their military wings – Umkhonto-we

-Sizwe (MK) and the Azanian People’s Liberation Ar-

my (APLA).  

 

But there was a political lull after the arrest of the 

Rivonia Trialists that included Nelson Mandela and 

Govan Mbeki who were sent to Robben Island in 

1964.  It was the emergence of the South African Stu-

dents Organisation (SASO) led by the likes of Steve 

Bantu Biko, Onkgopotse Tiro, Harry Nengwekhulu, 

Nikiwe Debs Matshoba, Mosibudi Mangena, Strini 

Moodley and Pandelani Nefolovhodwe, that the poli-

tics of resistance were revived in the late1960s.  SA-

SO, which was a pioneer BC organisation, spread the 

philosophy of Black Consciousness throughout Aza-

nia, creating a fertile ground for the eruption of the 

Soweto student uprisings in 1976. 

 

The June 16, 1976 Uprisings were the second major 

catalyst in the revolution towards our democracy.  It 

was after the Uprisings that thousands of young BC 

adherents such as Nkosazana Dlamini, Welile 

Nhlapho, Jackie Selebi, Tsietsi Mashinini, Strike Tho-

koane and countless others left the country into exile 

to further the struggle. The BCM did not have strong 

structures outside the country at the time.  As a re-

sult, the majority of the young people who left the 

country as BC cadres found themselves straying into 

the ranks of MK and to a lesser extent APLA. 

 

The third major development in the history of our 

struggle for the reconquest of the land was the brutal 

murder in police custody of our revered leader Biko.  

His death united the world against apartheid South 

Africa, and also moved the international community 

to take a greater interest in our politics, particularly 

what was happening in our prisons and to our politi-

cal prisoners and detainees. 

 

Why all this long history lecture?  The simple fact, 

which may not be obvious to many, is that in all the 

three major catalysts for our revolution, the ANC does 

not feature.  Perhaps that is why the ruling party 

would rather have the Sharpeville Massacre known as 

a Human Rights Day and the June 16 Uprising as a 

Youth Day, where our youth attend music festivals 

and other recreational gigs.  The point is that we need 

to explode the myth that only the ANC fought for our 

freedom.  

 

AZAPO has a rich political and revolutionary legacy.  

Some cunning politicians know this.  This is why they 

have embraced Biko.  This is why they now talk of 

Azania.  This is why they mimic AZAPO in calling for 

the land to be returned to its rightful owners.  This is 

why they sing our revolutionary songs.  If this truth is 

shared with our people, they will realise that the nar-

rative that says only the ANC fought for freedom, and 

has the exclusive right to rule, is a fallacy.  

 

The truth is that it was the collective efforts of our 

people through various generations that culminated 

in the dawn of democracy in 1994.  When we are 

armed with this knowledge, we should know that no 

political party, regardless of its glorious past, has the 

exclusive right to rule over us.  When we are not hap-

py with the current rulers, we should not abstain and 

cause chaos, but we should use the power that we 

have through the ballot to vote thieves out of power.  

Again, the power is in our hands!  
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AZAPO AND THE SOWETO COMMUNI-

TY REMEMBERS DR ASVAT 
 

This past Sunday marked 30 years since the murder 

of AZAPO leader Dr Abu Baker Hurley Asvat, who 

would have turned 76 on 23 February this year.  Tak-

ing cue from Steve Biko who warned that “a nation 

that forgets its martyrs will itself soon be forgotten”, 

AZAPO worked with the Asvat Institute to organise a 

befitting Commemoration Service for the late Head of 

the AZAPO Health Secretariat. 

 

The Service began in the early hours of the morning 

with a visit to Dr Asvat’s gravesite in Lenasia Ceme-

tery by the Asvat family and the leadership of AZAPO, 

the Asvat Institute and the Crescent Cricket Club.  

From there a motorcade rolled down to Regina Mun-

di, the battleground of the liberation struggle in So-

weto.  The community joined the march from Regina 

Mundi to the house that used to be Dr Asvat’s surgery 

in Rockville.  The necessary rituals were conducted 

before the march snaked down to its destination at 

the Thokoza Park where the main Commemoration 

Service was held. 

 

Dr Asvat’s widow Zorah and the children were pre-

sent.  Several speakers delivered their moving trib-

utes to the memory of a great Azanian Revolutionary.  

AZAPO President Strike Thokoane summarised the 

contributions and sacrifices of Dr Asvat by pointing 

out that his modest grave of a heap of soil and a small 

zinc sheet on which his name details are written, was 

distinct and visible among the “mansions” of graves 

and expensive tombstones.  He said AZAPO was re-

lentless in making sure that the contributions and 

sacrifices of Dr Asvat were not forgotten in Azania 

and the whole world. 

 

Mrs Kholeka Nzunga spoke on behalf of the Soweto 

community, which was kind enough to honour Dr 

Asvat in his lifetime by referring to him as The Peo-

ple’s Doctor.  Mrs Nzunga, who was a neighbour to 

the Rockville surgery and Dr Asvat’s patient, recalled 

how they used to be harassed by the police looking 

out for Dr Asvat.  She related how she was shocked by 

Dr Asvat’s bravery who gave them his number to pass 

on to the dark forces that were hunting him like an 

animal.  She said one day they woke up to learn that 

Dr Asvat had been murdered in his surgery.  Commu-

nity members sobbed and wept like children who had 

just lost their parent.  That was how much The Peo-

ple’s Doctor meant to the community.  

 

This cofounder of AZAPO, had shocked many people 

when he decided to open up a surgery at shack settle-

ment in McDonald’s Farm, which the locals called the 

Chicken Farm.  He took healthcare to where the peo-

ple were.  By so doing, he cut out bus and taxi fares 

from the expenses of the community members.  They 

only needed to walk to the surgery.  He saved them a 

lot of time and energy of waking up in the early hours 

and walking to the distant bus and train stations. 

 

But he was also aware that he could be putting his life 

in danger from criminals.  His understanding of the 

Black community convinced him that his people could 

not hurt him because he was not their enemy but 

their Comrade and friend.  Indeed, his people never 

touched his skin.  The painful and tragic part is that 

not even the enemy had the courage to murder him.  

The “unkindest cut” came from the leaders of rival 

political organisations.  Yet he had the love and toler-

ance to employ even leaders of the organisations like 

the UDF/ANC. 

 

Though AZAPO and the Asvat Institute successfully 
campaigned for the renaming of the highway that 
connects Lenasia and Soweto to Dr Abu Baker Asvat, 
it remains a political mystery why the Coronation 
Hospital or the Rahima Hospital was not renamed 
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after Dr Asvat.  Coronation was where he did his in-

ternship, while Rahima was where he worked as a 

professional health practitioner.  

 

AZAPO ON AN ELECTION OFFENSIVE 

 
AZAPO knows that its being armed with a revolution-

ary philosophy of Black Consciousness and correct 

politics cannot mean much if AZAPO does not enjoy 

the State power to implement its Political Programme, 

which the people hail as the most progressive. 

 

The various AZAPO Provinces have hit the ground 

running to get the multitudes of our people to vote for 

AZAPO in these 2019 Elections.  Our work is made 

easier by the fact that all the facts and details of cor-

ruption are now out in the open.  We know the politi-

cal party that was responsible for the Arms Deal cor-

ruption.  We know the party and the politicians that 

helped the Gupta family to steal the State resources 

for a small change.  Everyone knows the political party 

and its politicians that were bought groceries and liq-

uor in return for allowing Bosasa to milk our country 

dry of its resources. 

 

We also know that the Marikana Massacre in which 

the Black workers were butchered for the super prof-

its of foreign mining companies, took place under the 

direction of the ANC-led government.  Nobody can say 

they do not know who murdered martyrs like Andries 

Tatane who died fighting for the delivery of services to 

the poor majority.  We all have seen the young mili-

tants of the #FeesMustFall Movement having to fight 

for free and decolonised education 25 years into de-

mocracy.  We have witnessed how our children were 

brutally attacked and harassed by the police under 

this government. 

 

At the moment, there are 3 Commissions of Inquiry 

running at the same time.  They are the PIC, NPA and 

Zondo Commissions.  It is not difficult to see that all 

the culprits flocking at those commissions come from 

the same political party.  The corpse of the corrupt is 

rupturing and the worms are coming out into the 

open.  Politics - as the art of government and as the art 

of influence – has been given a bad name by the cor-

rupt politicians. 

The sense our Provinces got from the ground is that 

the people are yearning for AZAPO to step up and save 

the country.  The people love the political message of 

AZAPO, which carries the sharpness and honesty 

known to Steve Biko.  In Provinces like Gauteng, Kwa-

Zulu-Natal, Northern Cape, North West, Free State and 

Mpumalanga, our Comrades have descended upon the 

Taxi Ranks, Train Stations and Shopping Malls where 

they distributed pamphlets and encouraged the peo-

ple to register and vote.  In the Eastern Cape, our Com-

rades have visited the besieged people of Xolobeni 

and attended several community meetings organised 

by Amadiba Crisis Committee against the auctioning 

of our land to foreign mining companies for a small 

change.  AZAPO leaders have been invited by the com-

munity to offer their support in terms of skills and re-

sources.  In Limpopo, our Comrades are invading the 

villages where they have held meetings with the tradi-

tional leaders and the various rural communities.  The 

reception is generally receptive and enthusiastic. 

 

To ensure that AZAPO gives the people the best and 

what they deserve, we have ensured that the moral 

and ethical quality of our cadres is beyond reproach.  

AZAPO is known for its rare capability of marshalling 

its membership to always stay the course of its ideo-

logical mission -  not of AZAPO only, but for the benefit 

of the entire nation.  

 
    4 
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Yet again, Mlungisi Madonsela, an unarmed Black stu-

dent fighting for free and decolonised education has 

been gunned down by security forces at the Steve Biko 

campus of the Durban University of Technology (DUT).  

 

It is not unusual for students to throw some rocks and 

burn a tyre during their struggles for the meeting of 

their demands.  Without condoning violence or burning 

of university buildings, it makes no policing sense for 

the armed State or private organs to open live ammuni-

tion on students.  It is not clear to us why should we 

have, under a democratic government, the same situa-

tion of trigger-happy law enforcement agencies who 

would shoot Black students at a drop of a hat as it hap-

pened under the apartheid regime. 

 

Whose children must be murdered for the ruling party 

and the politicians to stand up and put an end to the 

senseless killing of Black children?  Is it not enough 

that Black students were murdered in their thousands 

during the June 16 Uprisings while fighting for Free and 

Decolonised Education?  We can remind the peacetime 

politicians that during the 1980 and 1984 school boy-

cotts, Black students continued to be murdered and 

jailed for fighting for Free and Decolonised Education.  

Is the ruling party not ashamed that the #FeesMustFall 

movement student activists are still fighting and dying 

for what the Black Consciousness Movement-led stu-

dents fought and died for? 

 

The bodies of Tsietsi Mashinini and Khotso Seatlholo 

have, so to speak, hardly decomposed in their graves, 

yet the politicians spit in their graves to show them 

that they sacrificed and died in vain.  The 

#FeesMustFall student activists have been pursued by 

the State through endless litigation to exhaust them 

financially and keep them away from putting back on 

the struggle agenda the 1976 student demands.  AZAPO 

condemns these apartheid dirty tactics against the just 

struggles of Black students.  

 

Despite the promise by the ruling party of free educa-

tion, it seems as though the #FeesMustFall movement 

was lied to.  Right now, Black students are thrown out 

of university campuses because they are still owing.  

The government has shifted the destructive effects of 

their empty promises to the managements of the vari-

ous universities. It is not the universities that promised 

“free education”.  They are not in a position to do so. 

The universities need money to be able to run efficient-

ly. It is the ANC-led government that made the empty 

promises with a view of killing the struggle for Free 

BLACK CHILDREN DYING FOR FREE AND DECOLONISED EDUCATION 
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and Decolonised Education.  That very same govern-

ment is now AWOL, because its politicians are sitting 

and accounting at the various commissions of inquiry 

on their corrupt conduct. 

 

AZAPO believes that the lack of access to quality edu-

cation and training does more than impoverish the 

intellectual life of an individual.   It reduces an indi-

vidual’s ability to make a decent and sustainable liv-

ing.  It impacts negatively on the ability of a nation to 

achieve its developmental objectives and ensure its 

economic sustainability.  The nature and quality of 

the education received by a country’s citizens deter-

mine whether that country will develop an economy 

geared for the needs of the 21st century and whether 

the country’s workforce will be able to perform in 

high tech jobs.  

 

Therefore, AZAPO will guarantee the provision of 

free, compulsory and decolonised education at all pri-

mary, secondary and tertiary levels.  We will ensure 

the development of Indigenous languages to the level 

where they can address important issues in com-

merce, science and technology.  This will be done to 

prioritise education as a tool for the full realisation of 

our being as Azanians, and as an economic necessity 

that will ensure sustainable growth of our economy.  

 

BREEDING MEDIOCRITY THROUGH 

MORTGAGED LEARNING  

 

About two weeks ago, a Sunday newspaper published 

a report on “academic entrepreneurs”. These are 

qualified private tutors whose clientele are learners, 

both at primary and secondary school level. 

 

For a fee, these tutors can basically do everything for 

your child. They can do his or her homework, write 

his speech assignment, do whatever school project he 

or she has been assigned. They do not help the learn-

er. They actually do the work on their own without 

the presence of the learner. 

 

And how does the learner benefit? He or she would 

get good marks. Wow! 

 

The parents who were interviewed by the Sunday 

newspaper were extremely happy with the service of 

the tutors. One parent said that the school projects 

were vital in the overall performance of the learner as 

they account for 25% of the final mark. So, according 

to the parents, learners must be assisted to get the 

best marks at whatever cost! 

 

How tragic! It is clear that some people have lost un-

derstanding of why children study in the first place. 

For these parents, studying is more about acquiring 

qualification and not about acquiring knowledge. Lit-

tle wonder that a school principal gave his Matric 

learners a memorandum of answers to the exam pa-

per that they were writing. The principal was more 

concerned about ensuring that his school is among 

the best performing schools and not about the quality 

of the education his learners were getting. 

 

The process of outsourcing learning to private tutors 

can be traced to poor teaching techniques by the 

teachers. It has become standard that many learners 

from middle-class background have private tutors 

because the teachers are simple not doing their work. 

This process becomes dangerous to learners when 

learning is completely outsourced and tasks that are 

supposed to be performed by the learner are done by 

the tutor. This explains the high failure rate of stu-

dents at tertiary level. 

 

When parents pay private tutors to do school assign-

ments meant for their children, they are in fact partic-

ipating in making their children delinquents who be-

lieve that anything can be bought for money.  

 

These children are being robbed of quality education  
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and a sense of responsibility that is required of them 

to become responsible adults.  

 

It would not be surprising if these children opt to hire 

consultants to do the work that they are employed to 

do.  

 

This practice of bewitching our children must stop, 

otherwise we risk becoming a mediocre society.  

 

Given that we are part of the global village and that 

we have to compete with the rest of the world on 

skills, having poorly qualified graduates can only 

mean that we will fall behind in terms of economic 

development and economic growth.  

 

WE MOURN THE DEATHS OF HOËR-

SKOOL DRIEHOEK LEARNERS  
 

In the same way that AZAPO has mourned the death 

of our school children in pit latrines, we mourn the 

death of the 4 learners of Hoe rskool Driehoek this 

past Friday after a concrete slab of a walkway came 

crushing down on 26 learners.  The children who lost 

their lives are Roydon Olchers, Jandre  Steyn, Marli 

Currie and Marnus Nagel who died in hospital.   

 

We are told that about 20 learners are still in hospital, 

while a few others had to be amputated.  That means 

their lives will never be the same.  The trauma will 

live with them for the rest of their lives.  

 

While many children have their lives cut short be-

cause of neglect by the family, malnutrition or a gang-

ster stray bullet, these learners died in a place that is 

supposed to be the safest for the children.  They died 

in school premises.  It means their fundamental rights 

to education, safety and life have been violated.  

Somebody has to account about the death of the chil-

dren under the custody of the Department of Basic 

Education. 

 

AZAPO is disturbed by the irresponsible and reaction-

ary calls from some quarters to celebrate the tragic 

death of the learners only because they are white.  

That is immeasurable madness that can never be as-

sociated with the liberation struggle.  When Black 

people condemn the pit toilets in which Black school 

children are made to die, we have no intention of 

wishing any other child to die under any circumstanc-

es.  Whether black or white, all children deserve to be 

treated and respected as children in terms of the 

Rights of Children.  

 

The Black Consciousness philosophy to which AZAPO 

subscribe, is a philosophy that seeks to restore the 

dignity of Black people in a society where all people 

shall be treated equally in their worth as human be-

ings.  Our political objective is to give this country we 

call Azania a human face, which it currently lacks un-

der the colonial name South Africa.  We are guided by 

the humanity in BC that we strive for nation-building 

in the form of One People, One Nation in One Azania. 

 

It is the recognition of that human worth that our mil-

itary wing AZANLA never went out and killed chil-

dren in cre ches; worshipping congregants in church-

es; or shopping citizens in Malls.  Our soldiers were 

highly trained to fight armed personnel and strategic 

targets of the State. 

 

It is incumbent in our Afrikan values of Ubuntu/

Botho that AZAPO conveys its heartfelt condolences 

to the bereaved families.  
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AMERICA’S REGIME CHANGE  

IMMINENT IN VENEZUELA 
 

The United States of America is at it again.  It will do 

anything to kill anyone who stands in its way to plun-

der the oil and general mineral resources of Venezue-

la.  The US has got its puppet allies like France, Germa-

ny, Spain and Britain to back it in its bizarre recogni-

tion of a self-proclaimed “President” Juan Guaido  (35) 

as the official “President of Venezuela”.  Venezuela 

was colonised by Spain from 1522, and it gained full 

independence in 1830.  Spain now also wants to dic-

tate whom it recognises as the legitimate leader of 

Venezuela. 

 

America does not care that there is a democratically 

elected President of Venezuela in Nicola s Maduro (56) 

who was first elected in April 2013 after the death of 

yet another America-hated President Hugo Cha vez in 

office, who was democratically elected by the people 

of Venezuela in 1998.  Cha vez soon made his political 

and economic policies as those in the line of 

“Socialism of the 21st Century”.  Lest we forget, Amer-

ica tried everything to undermine the Cha vez admin-

istration by sanctions and isolation.  America even 

supported an attempted coup against Cha vez in 2002.  

He was returned to office within 2 days because of the 

popular support he enjoyed. 

 

Cha vez’ Comrade, Maduro was re-elected for a 6-year 

term in May 2018, much to the frustration of the Unit-

ed States of America and the imperialist world.  The 

National Assembly that is controlled by the opposition 

refused to recognise President Maduro.  Maduro had 

inherited the enemies of Cha vez, chief among which 

was America.  The hostility of the external factors, 

coupled with some governance mistakes, led to hyper-

inflation and the downwards spiral of the economy.  

The negative manipulation of the economy was meant 

to generate discontent against Maduro’s leadership so 

that he could be replaced by the amenable opposition 

in control of the National Assembly. 

 

Guaido  has sought to want to interpret the Constitu-

tion to declare himself on 23 January 2019, as the 

head of the National Assembly, as the “President of 

Venezuela” without being democratically elected by 

the people.  America and its allies likes and encour-

ages all this in order to undermine President Maduro 

and the sovereignty of the Bolivarian Republic of Ven-

ezuela.  The attitude of America is not surprising con-

sidering that President Maduro broke relations with 

America and gave its diplomats 72 hours to leave Ven-

ezuela.  America does not like this treatment, which 

opens a gap between itself and the Venezuela oil. 

 

Unfortunately for Guaido  and the opposition, Vene-

zuela had changed the Constitution to establish an 

elected Constituent Assembly, which is more powerful 

than the National Assembly.  So Guaido  leads a power-

less body.  Maduro still enjoys the support of the 

armed forces, Russia, China and a number of Latin 

American countries. 

 

The progressive world should not allow American im-

perialism to undermine the National Self-

Determination of other nations and destroy other 

countries as it has done in Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria.  

The standing up of Russia and China to America is a 

welcome balancing act that is good for the developing 

nations. 
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We can’t say we did not see it coming. When President 

Ramaphosa appointed a team tasked with a turnaround 

plan for ESKOM with an expectation of interim recom-

mendations within a month, the writing was on the 

wall. He then announced through his State of the Nation 

address that ESKOM would be unbundled into three 

independent companies under the custodianship of the 

ESKOM Holdings Company. This effectively allows for 

the existing divisions to operate as independent enti-

ties that should hopefully survive on the strength of 

their profit and loss statements and balance sheets. 

Further, it is hoped that should open up sources of 

funding for their operations and enable private equity 

involvement where desirable.  

 

AZAPO wonders what mandate will be given to these 

entities once established? 

 

It is a fact that ESKOM, heavily debt-burdened to the 

magnitude of R420 billion, can’t keep the lights on. The 

entity is subjecting the country to darkness through 

rolling load shedding. We are told of the need to main-

tain the ageing infrastructure that is forced to operate 

beyond its current performance capability. We are told 

of design errors of new generation plants and technical 

incapacity within ESKOM. We are told of the ESKOM 

rescue plans involving the so-called independent tech-

nical specialists in the form of ENEL, an Italian compa-

ny that has invested in and operating about 520MW of 

renewable energy generation in the country. Only last 

August, they have signed for an additional 700MW of 

renewable energy generation. These are the foreign 

forces that are supposed to rescue ESKOM from the 

effects of the maintenance-intensive ageing generation 

infrastructure. Objectivity? Be the judge! 

 

But where is this coming from? You may ask. The sig-

nificance of the SONA announcement and rescue plans 

should be seen in the context of the ANC-led Govern-

ment’s panic to implement the policy proposals coming 

from the 1998 Energy White Paper that sought to open 

and liberalise the energy market. That liberalisation 

would introduce competition and regulated cost reflec-

tive pricing, allowing for private players to invest in the 

country’s energy market. This meant that ESKOM 

would split up into the three independent entities, ena-

bling the consolidation of the electricity distributors 

and independent private generation investors to con-

nect to the national grid and sell energy on a competi-

tive basis. 

 

THE ESKOM COBRA EFFECT 
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But the electricity prices were cheaper at the time 

and ESKOM had mothballed some of the power sta-

tions due to excess energy capacity. ESKOM had pro-

jected that the country would need additional genera-

tion capacity by around 2006 and therefore encour-

aged government to invest. The State, informed by the 

1998 policy decision, opted not to invest and rather  

to encourage the introduction of new entrants into 

the energy sector. This was not to be. 

 

Over the last decade or so, we have seen late forced 

investment decisions to increase energy generation 

capacity; the introduction of clean or alternative ener-

gy through the Renewable Energy Independent Pow-

er Producer Procurement Programme (REIPPP); en-

ergy efficiency programs and the increasing 

prosumer community; as well as energy intensive 

consumer flighters.  

 

These were forced by the effects of energy capacity 

shortages due to the ageing ESKOM generation infra-

structure resulting in reduced energy availability as 

well as the increasing energy costs.  

 

The resultant was the reduced energy purchases, in-

creasing requirement for ESKOM infrastructure 

maintenance and refurbishment and a ballooning 

capital budget requirement which made it difficult for 

ESKOM to fulfil its mandate of providing electricity in 

an efficient and sustainable manner while anchoring 

as an agent for economic development, black empow-

erment and improvement of quality of life in a devel-

opmental State. This weakened the ESKOM balance 

sheet to a point where the entity could be described 

as technically insolvent. All this happened at the back 

of a depressed energy sector where the rest of munic-

ipal distributors had a significant ESKOM debt of 

about R30 billion while its own an electrical infra-

structure refurbishment backlog stood at almost R64 

billion.  

 

AZAPO is not convinced that the State has a solution 

to the ESKOM problem. The solution to the ESKOM 

situation must encompass the entire energy sector 

with the desire of ensuring a stable energy produc-

tion, transmission and distribution for the benefit of 

the socio-economic development of the State. That 

can only be achieved if the energy sector is under the 

strategic control and guidance of a State that is inde-

pendent of private sector manipulation.  

 

WE REJECT THE RDP SHACK INSULT  

 

Black people are human beings like all other human 

beings.  We have a culture, pride and history.  The fact 

that colonialism and white racism treated Black peo-

ple like slaves and worse than the slave masters’ ani-

mals, does not mean we have no dignity and self-

pride as a people. 

 

As part of the system to destroy our humanity, coloni-

alism concluded that we deserved to live in over-

crowded townships and shacks with almost zero 

amenities.  We rejected apartheid matchbox houses 

because we made it clear that we were human beings 

who deserved to live in human settlements. 
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With the introduction of democracy in 1994, which 

our people fought hard for, Black people were justi-

fied to think that the matchbox houses they rejected 

would be history.  It was not to be.  The ruling party 

kicked them in the teeth by imposing something 

worse than the apartheid matchbox.  In rejection of 

the entire political programme of the ruling party, our 

people called those outrageous containers “RDP 

houses”, after the ruling party’s Reconstruction and 

Development Programme. 

 

Sometimes, our people snubbed these structures by 

referring to them as “vez’iinyawo” (exposing the feet).  

What is being communicated here is that the struc-

tures are insultingly small that you cannot close the 

door when you are sleeping in order to open space 

for your feet to stick out.  It is a challenge to stand in 

those structures for fear of colliding with the electric 

lamps and other hazardous stuff.  

 

In areas like Alexandra, your first step through the 

door lands on the road where cars are flying past in 

high speed!  That tells you that there is no yard where 

the children could play in the absence of parks.  That 

also means a Black family has no yard to host its cus-

tomary rituals.  It does also mean that our people do 

not enjoy their fundamental rights to housing, privacy 

and dignity. 

 

This year the ruling party clinches the longest and 

uninterrupted Quarter of a Century in power.  Yet 

they are not ashamed by the fact that a majority of 

our people still live in squalor conditions in the villag-

es, townships and shacks.  For all the 25 years in 

power, the voters gave the ruling party the necessary 

power (sometimes two thirds majority) and the State 

resources to build decent living houses for the Black 

people.  That power and resources have never been 

used to rebuild the humanity and dignity of Black 

people.  

 

There seems to be no intention from the ruling party 

to drag our people out of misery and mud they inher-

ited from the white settler-minority regime.  AZAPO 

believes that the promotion of squalor within the 

Black communities seems to have something to do 

with a deliberate strategy by the ruling party to main-

tain a vulnerable and desperate voting base that will 

forever be depended on the mercy of the State 

through social grants and food parcels. 

 

As if they did not know, in a recent door-to-door pro-

gramme the leaders of the ruling party pretended to 

be shocked that Black people were living in inhuman 

squalor.  In the past years, a Minister even rented a 

family out because he claimed he wanted to have a 

first-hand experience of living in a shack.  Is there a 

Black leader who could claim never to have experi-

enced township and shack life?  No wonder that we 

have politicians who think Black people deserve to 

live in RDP structures. 

 

South Africa currently faces a minimum housing 

backlog of about 2.1-million houses and many of the 

RDP structures that have been built are already in 

need of repair work to rectify their many faults.  The 

housing backlog means, at a minimum, about 12-

million people (i.e. over 20% of the population) are 

currently without decent housing. 

 

AZAPO is of the view that a State Housing Company 

should be formed to provide medium and low-cost 

housing in the country for both purchase and renting.  
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This will ensure that the highest standards are main-

tained in the building of houses.  Shacks and other 

forms of sub-standard housing would be a thing of the 

past according to AZAPO’s Political Programme.  We 

will encourage the formation of housing co-operatives 

which will, in conjunction with a State Housing Com-

pany, build decent houses for rent by people living in 

the townships, towns and cities.  People will be able to 

change from renting to buying once they can afford it 

or acquire automatic ownership after renting for a 

stipulated period.  AZAPO will ensure that those who 

are unable to fend for themselves are built houses 

provided for by a social development fund.  

 

BLACK PEOPLE STAND UP AND REJECT 

THE STATE LOOTERS ON MAY 8  

 

According to a Johannesburg daily newspaper, the Pe-

ter Mokaba region of the ANC in Limpopo has resolved 

that the decision taken by the party’s National Execu-

tive Committee on the VBS looters should be nullified. 

 

The ANC region wants the ANC Limpopo provincial 

treasurer Danny Msiza and ANC provincial deputy 

chairperson Florence Radzilani to be reinstated into 

their positions. Both had been asked to step aside af-

ter they were implicated in the looting of the VBS.  

 

But now the ANC region wants them to be reinstated 

into their positions. And the reason for this? “Our call 

is clear. As much as those fingered for corruption in 

the Commission of Inquiry into State Capture are not 

set aside then Msiza and Radzilani stay,” a regional 

ANC leader told the newspaper. 

 

On the face of it, the region is wrong to call for the re-

instatement of leaders who are implicated in corrup-

tion. So, if they know that what their comrades have 

done is wrong, why are they calling for their reinstate-

ment? The ANC regional leaders have observed that 

several NEC members of the ruling party – including 

Nomvula Mokonyane and party chairperson Gwede 

Mantashe – have been fingered as beneficiaries of the 

Bosasa cesspit of corruption but no action has been 

taken against them. 

 

The apparent inconsistency has given the regional 

leaders courage to say to national leaders: “Hands off 

our provincial leaders.” 

 

One would have thought that with election looming, 

the ruling party would be trying its outmost to project 

an image of a party committed to fighting corruption. 

But no. In fact, the Peter Mokaba region of the ANC is 

convinced that Msiza and Radzilani would be pivotal 

in the election campaign. Really? 

 

The ruling party should not be blamed for this level of 

arrogance and the belief of invincibility. The ANC is 

only taking advantage of the blank cheque that it gets 

from voters. It is benefiting from the blind loyalty of 

the voters who treat their engagement with political 

parties as marriages officiated by the Roman Catholic 

Church, where divorce is not permissible. 

 

The VBS matter has developed into a major tragedy 

with the murdering of at least three people who were 

vocal in calling for the arrest of the VBS looters. Sadly, 

no arrest of the looters has been made but those who 

are calling for some action against the looters have 

been placed on a hit list. And again, no arrests have 

been made in connection with the murders. 

Ultimately, the power rests with the voters. For as 

long as there is no relationship between the perfor-

mance of the ruling elite and the voting pattern, politi-

cians will continue to treat voters with disdain. All 

over the country, our people are unhappy with the 

levels of corruption, theft of state money, mismanage-

ment, load shedding, lack of basic services such as wa-

ter and rising unemployment. But despite their un-

happiness, the ruling party has no fear of losing the 
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election in May. In fact, one of the senior ANC leaders 

was bragging in parliament this week that come May 

8, the ANC would be returned to power. 

 

It is time that the hypnotised majority wakes up and 

use their vote to express their rejection of corruption 

and poor governance of the ruling party. Instead of 

burning tyres and blocking roads with logs, our people 

should vote out thieves and corrupt leaders. 

 

The test of democracy lies in the insecurity of tenure 

of the incumbents. 

 

NON-WHITE FAÇADE IN DEFENCE OF 

WHITE PRIVILEGES  
 

Ordinarily, we would not dedicate space and time to 

analyse what the Freedom Front Plus (FF Plus) does 

or who the party fields as its candidates in the forth-

coming elections. After all, the party was formed by 

General Constand Viljoen to protect the gains that the 

Afrikaner community had acquired during apartheid 

and colonial rule. 

 

The FF Plus was formed in March 1994 as a referen-

dum of Afrikaners to test if they want a separate state 

for Afrikaners only. Unlike the other white liberal par-

ties, the FF Plus never concealed their racist approach 

of exclusively wanting to preserve white supremacy 

and white privileges.  

 

News flash! This party formed to advance the exclu-

sive interests of the Afrikaners has seen the light. Or 

have they? The FF Plus has announced that Peter Ma-

rais, a controversial non-white Cape Town politician, 

would be the party premier candidate in the Western 

Cape. Interesting! 

 

The ancestors of our Movement, chief among them 

Steve Bantu Biko, had the clarity of thought and de-

clared that “the fact that we are not all white does not 

mean that we are all Blacks.” Biko went further to 

state that being Black was not a matter of skin pig-

mentation but a reflection of mental attitude. In this 

context, there were people who were non-whites such 

as Patrick Mphephu, Daliwonga Matanzima and Lucas 

Mangope. They were not whites but they were not 

part of the Black people who were engaged in the 

struggle to liberate themselves. In America, these non-

whites were referred to as Uncle-Toms. Malcolm X 

called them houses-niggers, adding that they loved 

their masters and wanted the retention of the status-

quo.  

 

For the apartheid system to work, it needed to convert 

some of the non-whites to become its agents and ac-

tive defenders. Sadly 25 years after the dawn of de-

mocracy, a section of the population that champions 

white supremacy still finds it possible to develop a 

scheme to hoodwink the non-white Peter Marais to 

become an active defender of a system designed to 

oppress Black people. And by Black people we mean 

Africans, so-called Coloureds and Indians. 

 

The reason the FF Plus has to tamper with its lily 

white racial outlook is that they want to use Marais to 

attract the so-called Coloured vote in the Western 

Cape. For a right-wing white party, to use a non-white 

for its campaign might seem extreme, but the FF Plus 

is not the first party to use non-whites to tamper with 

its racial outlook.  The Democratic Alliance has em-

ployed this tactic with greater success. However, this 

multi-racial façade has been exposed after the non-

white DA leader misunderstood the brief of guarding 

white privileges and started talking about policies de-

signed to address the legacy of apartheid. The knives 

are now out for him because the white people only 

want non-whites who toe the line and remain defend-

ers of white privileges. 

 

Our hope is that Black people in the Western Cape will 

be able to see through the machinations of these 

whites who believe that they can use Black people as 

political pawns.  

     5 



1 

 

Minister Tito Mboweni delivered his maiden Budget 

Speech amid high expectations from the nation.  His 

frequent quoting of the scriptures made him look like 

a pastor summoning divine intervention than a Min-

ister presenting concrete budgetary solutions to the 

country’s economic problems.  Somebody must tell 

the Minister that the country has no shortage of 

preachers.  What we need are more engineers, arti-

sans and economists.  Needed are clear strategies and 

plans to re-rail the country from its economic path of 

descent since 2008/09. 

 

This Budget did nothing more than degenerating into 

an enigma wrapped in mystery. Its suggested solu-

tions are a riddle to be fathomed over a course of un-

promising time.  

 

The Minister spent his precious time giving a pep-talk 

to the nation. Yet that pep-talk should have been di-

rected to the elite politicians, of which the Minister is 

part.  They are the culprits who waste public funds on 

cars and every available luxury that has nothing to do 

with growing the economy and taking the country 

forward.  If you were looking for a strong push 

against poverty; against inequality; a potent stance 

on economic growth and jobs; then this was not the 

moment.  

 

He talked about a “bold new path” characterised by 

the scriptural sowing of seeds with the hope that the 

nation, after sowing and cultivating, will reap the 

fruits in the future.  When science fails, faith becomes 

the saviour.  

 

However, the Minister should be applauded for being 

open about the country and its finances being in a 

mess.  It is equally good that he reminded the nation 

about the obvious fact that his role and that of the 

National Treasury is to be the custodian of the na-

tional financial resources.  AZAPO is always cautious 

not to break the ruling party into pieces.  We test the 

government against the political programme of a rul-

ing party that has enjoyed a Quarter of a Century in 

the driving seat.  In 2015 the ruling party under-

mined the role of a Finance Minister and National 

Treasury when it appointed and fired several Finance 

Ministers in one week, which resulted in the country 

losing about R500 billion. 

During these bitter times of aloes (not plums), we 

must “prune the rot”, and do so collectively. What 

does the Minister mean?  AZAPO is not in the habit of  

“pruning” any destructive and corrupt deeds.  The  

BUDGET SPEECH OR PULPIT PREACHING?  
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corrupt politicians must be tried in court and rot in 

jail.  No “pruning” required there.  And the rotten poli-

ticians are known by everyone that they belong to the 

ruling party.  The Budget was too shy to deal head-on 

with the corrupt politicians and reclaim the public re-

sources in the dirty hands of thieves. 

 

What came out clearly from the Speech was that the 

Minister targeted what he christened the 6 fundamen-

tal prescripts.  These focussed on (i) enhancing 

growth, (ii) improving tax collections, (iii) allowing for 

responsible expenditure, (iv) levelling-off debt, (v) 

making state-owned enterprises viable again, and (vi) 

cutting the public sector wage bill.  

 

Once you hear any talk about wage bill reduction, you 

know that the workers will naturally be the ones tar-

geted.  That results in retrenchment of the workers 

and the worsening of poverty and inequality.  AZAPO 

stands strongly against “solutions” that worsen job-

lessness instead of creating more jobs.  The country 

has struggled to regain pre-crisis levels of economic 

growth, which were higher than 5% annually.  Even 

worse considering that poverty-reducing levels of eco-

nomic growth are estimated to be around 7%.  

 

However, let us zoom in on 3 areas that the Minister 

touched on.  

 

The first one is that of the allocation of R23 billion per 

year across the MTEF period to ESKOM; the appoint-

ment of a chief restructuring officer; and the sub-

division of the electricity utility.  This is a clear sign of 

tinkering at the margins, whilst the broader goals of 

society are not directly served.  For example, it is clear 

that ESKOM is on its way to being privatised.  The pre-

scription does not fit the illness.  The universal truth 

about ESKOM is the unworkable deployment strategy 

of the ruling party’s plan.  When deployees enjoy polit-

ical cover, they flout governance principles with impu-

nity.  This is what the government should have fo-

cussed on. We are not yet sure whether the debt of the 

utility will not be subsumed by government.  Without 

a clear pronouncement on how the utility will repay its 

debt, some sleight of hand may be resorted to.  The 

Minister should have tried innovative ideas.  ESKOM 

cannot be fed cash injections all the time at the ex-

pense of the innocent taxpayer.  Any form of finan-

cial support can be a concessional loan i.e. zero per 

cent interest rate.  But it must be repaid. This is a 

missed opportunity to have thought out of the box.  

 

We have touched on the cutting of the public sector 

wage bill.  If the reduction of the wage bill was of criti-

cal importance in saving the economy (and we think it 

doesn’t), the “pruning” should be directed mainly at 

the higher end of the Cabinet Ministers, Deputy Minis-

ters and the Executives.  AZAPO reintroduces its long-

held position about the Abolition of the 9 Provincial 

Governments.  As a developmental State, South Africa 

cannot afford the expensive and wasteful luxury of 

having 10 “Presidents” (President plus 9 Premiers) in 

one small poor country.  Why should each government 

department be led by 10 “Ministers” (Minister plus 9 

MECs)?  If the 9 Provincial Governments were abol-

ished and replaced with simple administrations, the 

country would be able to redirect the saved resources 

to the Local Government where they are needed most.  

A number of the government departments were not 

created with the development and governance needs 

of the country in mind.  It was a result of corrupt ma-

noeuvres to create high end jobs to patronise factions 

of the ruling party. Some departments must go, or they 

must be merged with others to avoid duplication.  

 

The third point to raise is that once again the poor and 

the middle class are caught at the wrong end of the 

stick.  They are the fall guys.  

 

Indeed, their income tax brackets have not changed, 

but inflation has moved them into a higher tax-paying 

bracket.  

 

There is no clear commitment plan by government to 

completely and speedily take out the pit-latrine toilets. 

The poor live already in shame, and so they must be 

spared of the same experience in death. But this is not 

possible in a scenario where Municipalities and Local 

Government are allocated only 9% of national re-

sources, while about 43% go to the Provinces, and the 

rest to National Government. This allocative structure 

is not geared towards service delivery. The bias to ne-

oliberal policies can only be the expressed description 

for such undetermined approach. Even activities such 

as arts and culture are promoted without clear  
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consciousness of whether they are accessible to people 

in under-developed areas. With sports, music, dance, 

movies, etc., there is a clear chance to effect a good eco-

nomic strategy, but the target should be the people liv-

ing in the townships, rural and semi-urban spaces. 

 

The fuel tax rises again. The poor are transported and 

have been suffering under exorbitant fuel prices for 

petrol and diesel. Fuel levies are up by 15 cents, and by 

37% cumulatively since April 2018. In addition, fuel 

prices will bear a carbon tax of 9 cents for petrol and 

10 cents for diesel.   

 

Overall, there is no jobs plan. No economic strategy to 

set us on a higher trajectory. No sufficient dosage of 

hope, but only paralysing faith.  

 

 

The prospects of the Budget Speech seemed to have 

been too conscious of the period of its delivery, that of 

8 May 2019. As a result, it sought to tinker at the mar-

gins, avoided to upset anybody, but made it a point to 

ensure that something is being done. This was some 

confetti thrown at us, with nothing to catch. This Minis-

ter has the lucky omen that he will not have to return 

to either defend or take forward whatever ideas flick-

ered during his Speech.  

 

THROUGH BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS, 

AZAPO WILL RESTORE BLACK DIGNITY 

 

It is an Election season. The political elite, most of 

whom are struggling with weight because they have 

too plenty, have suddenly remembered that there are 

people in the villages without water, electricity and 

without jobs. They have remembered that the majority 

of Black people have no land and live in poverty. 

 

Some of them pretend, in front of television cameras, to 

be shocked at the living conditions of the majority of 

the people. Like a rehearsed chorus, the promises that 

are made to the voters are the same. “We will give you 

jobs, provide quality services such as water, electricity 

and houses. We will give you free education”. Blah blah 

blah! The political space is polluted with empty prom-

ises some of which were made 25 years ago. The voters 

are generally sceptical and have lost confidence in 

many political parties.  

 

AZAPO, in the rare occasions that the Movement is af-

forded airtime on television or radio, has been asked 

what will AZAPO do differently?  AZAPO’s answer has 

been consistent. AZAPO offers our people Black Con-

sciousness philosophy. Our detractors might say, para-

phrasing Amilcar Cabral, that people are not fighting 

for ideas, for things in anyone’s head; they are fighting 

to win material benefits, to live better and in peace, to 

see their lives go forward. Our critics might say people 

do not eat BC and that AZAPO should offer material 

benefits to the people.  

 

Yes, we know that. However, BC is the most potent 

weapon that restores power to the Black majority. BC 

teaches us to love ourselves, first and foremost. And 

when we love ourselves, we will respect ourselves. 

When we respect ourselves, we would reject mediocri-

ty. We will refuse to be spectators in a game we should 

be playing.  

 

In other words, we will find pride in doing things for 

ourselves. We will teach our children with love and ex-

cellence. In our public hospitals, our health workers 

will treat patients with love and honour. In industries, 

we will refuse to be second class players and we will 

excel in production and create employment for our 

people, consume what we produce and produce what 

we consume in order to be truly independent. This is 

the essence of self-reliance and we will endeavour to  

translate and extend this to the Buy Black concept 

whereby our currency and financial resources are ded-

icated to the upliftment of Black people in their respec-

tive communities.  
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When others are looking at politicians for hand-outs, 

we will be living the slogan that we are the masters of 

our own destiny by taking charge of improving our 

lives. Armed with BC, learners will shun mediocrity 

and give their studies their best. Armed with BC which 

teaches us to take pride in what they do, workers will 

give their best so that they can grow our economy and 

create more jobs. Armed with BC, we will frown upon 

crime and corruption as we seek to be the best that we 

can be. 

 

BC changes people from their victimhood mentality to 

be masters of their destiny. No political party offers 

this but AZAPO. If you want radical change, vote 

AZAPO!  

 

FREEDOM FIGHTERS STILL REGARDED 

AS TERRORISTS IN A DEMOCRACY   

 

The Star newspaper this week reported on the plight of 

a former ANC soldier who has been struggling in vain 

to have his “criminal record” expunged so that he could 

get a certificate as a security guard. 

 

According to the newspaper report, Arden Bosman was 

convicted in the Johannesburg Magistrate’s Court in 

1979, under the notorious Internal Security Act of 

1977 and section 6 of the Terrorism Act. Bosman, who 

served time on Robben Island, said he was arrested 

after under-going military training in Lesotho in 1977. 

He was also found guilty of recruiting for the banned 

ANC and for working towards overthrowing the apart-

heid government. 

 

The heart-rending story of Bosman is not an isolated 

case. As a member of the ANC, Bosman is not the worst 

case because members of the ANC military wing were 

invited to be integrated into the new South African Na-

tional Defence Force (SANDF). AZAPO soldiers, mem-

bers of the Azanian National Liberation Army 

(AZANLA) were left out of this process, and all at-

tempts to have them integrated have come to zero. 

Many of them are unemployed and destitute.  

 

When AZAPO says our struggle for liberation has been 

sold out, we are often dismissed as party-poopers. How 

do you explain that someone who committed his life 

at his prime for the liberation of the country is strug-

gling to get a qualification as a security guard simply 

because the system refuses to have his “criminal rec-

ord” expunged? 

In the early days of this fong-kong freedom, AZAPO 

was the only voice of reason.  AZAPO warned against 

the legislation that paved way for the Truth and Recon-

ciliation Commission (TRC). AZAPO even took the gov-

ernment to court in a bid to stop the TRC process. 

AZAPO’s argument was simple and straight forward. 

The TRC process denied victims of apartheid justice in 

that all that perpetrators of gross human rights viola-

tions had to do was to tell what was considered by the 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu and his commission to be 

the truth, and all was forgiven. But for AZAPO, the ulti-

mate betrayal was the TRC provision that regarded and 

treated freedom fighters and those who were fighting 

for the retention of apartheid and colonialism as equal 

and of the same motive. 

 

Although apartheid was condemned as a crime against 

humanity by the United Nations, the TRC ignored this 

and felt that for the sake of reconciliation, the anti-

apartheid freedom fighters and the apartheid terrorists 

who were enforcing a system condemned by the World 

Council of Churches as a heresy would be given the 

same status. 

 

AZAPO lost the case not because there was no legal 

merit, but because the courts took a political decision. 

Everything had to be done to ensure the dawn of 

“Nuwe Suid Afrika”. This is how freedom fighters such 

as Bosman, and even Nelson Mandela, became the 

same as common criminals. The TRC criminalised our 

just struggle against colonialism. This is injustice at its 

peak. It is an insult to the just cause of liberation. 

 

But for people such as Bosman, they are forever con-

demned as criminals who cannot even get a mere cer-

tificate to be a security guard. What a shame!  
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GIVING HOPE TO OUR PEOPLE,  

FORCING A CHANGE IN GOVERNMENT IN 2019  

 

AZAPO presents to the patriots and citizens of our 

country, its 2019 Election Manifesto. There are two 

things that our country and our people wish for as we 

approach elections: HOPE and CHANGE.  

 

HOPE that things will not go from bad to worse, as 

we have seen in the last 5 years; and CHANGE from 

the poor governance and theft of public resources 

that we have witnessed for the past 24 years. Our 

people are calling for CHANGE. They want an end to 

corruption, deepening poverty, continued landless-

ness and worsening unemployment  

 

Our people also want to be given HOPE. They want to 

be assured that the quality of education given to their 

children will not be compromised, the provision of 

medical services in hospitals and clinics will not dete-

riorate, jobs for the youth and adults who are unem-

ployed will be created, and that good governance will 

be maintained and achieved.  

 

Through this Manifesto, we are Giving our people 

Hope, and we seek to Force Change in government 

on 08 May 2019.  

 

AZAPO, your party of liberation and for democracy, 

has given you brave and honoured martyrs and lead-

ers such as Steve Biko, Onkgopotse Tiro, Mthuli Ka 

Shezi, Motlalepule Kgware, Dr Abu Baker Asvat, 

Mapetla Mohapi, among many other beautiful sons 

and daughters of this land who fought for freedom. 

You can trust AZAPO to defend this democracy, 

which they fought for.  

AZAPO asks you to exercise your democratic right to 

vote in an informed, patriotic and responsible man-

ner in 2019. AZAPO requests you to bring an end to 

State Capture, load shedding and the abuse of our 

prosecutorial and policing services to protect crimi-

nals and those who have stolen from the people.  

 

AZAPO is a credible party – a liberation movement – 

that has fought for more than 50 years since the 

founding of the Black Consciousness Movement, on 

the side of Black people, in pursuit of justice, democ-

racy and freedom.  

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY OF 

THE AZAPO 2019 MANIFESTO  

 

INTRODUCTION  

 

This Manifesto represents what AZAPO believes are 

the urgent and immediate tasks that a future govern-

ment, after the 08 May Elections should attend to. This 

will be done in order to save our country from the 

scourge of State Capture, misgovernance, corruption, 

load shedding, the poor provision of public and social 

services like water, electricity and sanitation, which 

we have witnessed for the past 24 years.  

 

Our Manifesto is also a programme of action on how to 

end unemployment, poverty and landlessness, among 

the Black poor majority of AZANIA.  

 

It is framed by our long-held values of Democracy, 

Equality and Unity, which inspired the Black Con-

sciousness Movement from inception, encapsulated in 

our rallying cry ONE AZANIA, ONE NATION.  

 

AZAPO remains steadfast in pursuit of these liberation 

and democratic ideals. The Manifesto and the 20 

points highlighted in it, give further expression and 

detail on the policies, goals and implementation ele-

ments towards their attainment  

 

ON OUR HISTORICAL POLITICAL DEMANDS:  

BLACK POWER, LAND AND LABOUR 

 

On Black Power and the Restoration of Our People's 

Dignity, AZAPO calls for the outlawing of racism and 

the Upliftment of Black People through special policies 

and measures, so that they too can enjoy our demo-

cratic gains and national life, after centuries of depri-

vation and neglect.  

 

The Land and its Wealth are pressing and fundamen-

tal issues that AZAPO wants to be addressed, in order 

to eliminate poverty and inequality. The repossession 

of our land was always a strong basis upon which the 

struggle for freedom was anchored.  

 

AZAPO is resolute on ushering in a Socialist, Demo-

cratic and Progressive order. To this end, the Black 

Working Class remains to AZAPO, the primary mo-

tive force for social and economic transformation.  

 

Socialism – the ownership of the means of production, 

distribution and exchange by the working class – is the 

only practical and viable way to build an equal and 

productive society, free of racism and capitalist exploi-

tation of workers.  

 

The Manifesto crystallizes AZAPO's position on the 

Black Working Class, Workers and our Labour Pol-

icy. We will support trade unions and the system of 

collective bargaining. AZAPO will also ban labour 

brokers.  

 

EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY  

 

AZAPO stands for Quality Education, Investment in 

Black Education and supports the call for Free Decolo-

nised Education.  

 

Our Manifesto advances Free and Compulsory Edu-

cation from Grades 8-12, and greater funding and 

grants to realise free higher education. AZAPO also 

supports the standpoint of the Fees Must Fall Move-

ment for the Decolonisation of Education.  

 

Our movement will mainstream Science, Technology 

and Innovation in its national development agenda. 

The creation of a science and technology value chain, 

which starts from cradle to grave, will be the hallmark 

of our science and technology policy.  

 

The Manifesto also meets the challenges of the 4th In-

dustrial Revolution, Nanotechnology, Artificial Intelli-

gence and The Internet of Things.  

 

THE ECONOMY, BUILDING INDUSTRIES,  

JOB CREATION AND YOUTH EMPLOYMENT  

 

On the economy, AZAPO commits to prudent macro-

economic management as a key objective of its de-

velopment, growth and redistribution policy. AZAPO's 

economic strategy will put emphasis on industrial de-

velopment and the growth of labour intensive sectors 

such as agriculture, agro processing,  
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manufacturing and beneficiation of minerals.  

 

As part of AZAPO's job creation strategy, the Manifesto 

lays accent on development of new and big indus-

tries, as well as support for small businesses. Youth 

unemployment is reaching crisis proportions in our 

country, with an estimated 52% of our young people 

unemployed. Our job creation strategies will be pri-

marily focused at getting our youth into jobs.  

 

COMBATING CRIME, DRUGS AND CORRUPTION  

 

Crime is a serious concern for all in our country. Many 

of our citizens feel unsafe and vulnerable to crimi-

nals.  

 

AZAPO will tackle crime with all the vigour and power 

at its disposal. These plans are laid out in the Manifes-

to. These include among others, better crime intelli-

gence gathering, more ground and mobile patrol units 

in communities, including undercover policing.  

 

AZAPO's crime strategy also addresses itself to immi-

gration control, fighting drugs, human and woman 

trafficking, as well as the expanding illegal trade in 

counterfeit goods.  

 

The Manifesto once again reiterates our long-standing 

call to Make South Africa Gun Free.  

 

AZAPO re-affirms its belief that guns are a major cause 

of the violent crime in our country. Outlawing the car-

rying of guns by civilians will go a long way in reducing 

violent crime in our society, such as murder, rape, car 

hijackings, robberies and cash in transit heists.  

 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC ISSUES  

 

AZAPO supports the introduction of a Basic Income 

Grant as a policy to fight poverty and inequality, and 

as a wealth redistribution mechanism. The Basic In-

come Grant is a developmental strategy that will 

help the unemployed to become economically active. It 

will also contribute in the achievement of the goal of 

economic and social inclusion.  

 

Our Manifesto also addresses itself to a number of so-

cio-economic policies, such as fighting patriarchy, 

eliminating gender based violence and the advance-

ment of women. AZAPO will work to eliminate income 

inequalities between women and men.  

 

AZAPO will fight diseases and pandemics like HIV 

Aids and TB as stated under Health, Environment 

and Climate Change in the Manifesto. This section al-

so binds AZAPO to Climate Change issues and the re-

duction of greenhouse emissions to protect the envi-

ronment.  

 

Our organisation makes an undertaking to provide 

more and better housing under the Decent Housing, 

Safe and Clean Communities theme.  

 

On Public Transport, Toll Free Roads and Fuel Sub-

sidies, the Manifesto unpacks our intention to lower-

ing the cost of public transport for workers; as well as 

expanding transport services to townships and rural 

areas. Among other policies, E-tolls will be scrapped 

and subsidies provided to transport modes engaged in 

economically productive activities.  

 

Sports and Recreation For All our citizens will also 
mark our aim to transform sports and use it as a na-

tional and community building resource.  

 

ON POLITICAL ADMINISTRATION  

AND GOOD GOVERNANCE 

  

AZAPO will Defend Democracy, Uphold The Rule of 

Law, and Practice Good Governance. As a liberation 

movement that has fought for true democracy, AZAPO 

is obliged to defend our democratic and freedom gains.  

 

The professionalization of the public service and 

respect for independent institutions such as the 

Public Protector and the Judiciary will constitute a cor-

nerstone of our respect for the Constitution.  

 

The Manifesto reaffirms our longstanding position on 

The Dissolution of Provinces as Elected Authorities, 

and our desire to replace them with Administrative 

Authorities. This will be done to root out corruption, 

wastage and duplication, and to strengthen local  
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government as an important layer of public admin-

istration and public and social services provision.  

 

AZAPO will also promote Access to Justice for All. It 

will introduce A Restorative Justice Programme for 

minor offences, as well as a Diversionary Justice Ap-

proach for Youth offenders. This will go a long way 

towards assisting the country to reduce our rising pris-

on population and stop mass incarceration of Black 

youth.  

 

Lastly, the Manifesto spells out how an AZAPO govern-

ment will approach International Relations, Cooper-

ation and Promote Global Human Solidarity. It ex-

pands on how AZAPO will seek to transform multilat-

eral bodies like the United Nations and its agencies and 

programmes, for better global governance and coordi-

nation.  

 

AZAPO will assert the sovereignty of the people of 

AZANIA and advance the interests of Africa in its inter-

national engagements.  

 

CONCLUSION  

 

We offer this Manifesto to the people of AZANIA, in the 

fervent and sincere belief that its successful implemen-

tation and adoption, will herald development and a 

shared and prosperous future, marked by equality, uni-

ty and progress for our nation.  

 

 

“We ask you to make AZAPO Your 

Source of Hope and A Force for Change in 

2019. We ask you to choose and Vote for 

AZAPO on the 08 May 2019 during the 

National and Provincial Elections.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRIEF PROFILE OF OUR PRESIDENT  
 

Comrade Strike Thokoane was born and bred in Sowe-

to. He joined the Black Consciousness Movement in 

the ?O's while studying at the University of the North, 

where he served as a member of its student wing, the 

South African Student's Organisation (SASO).  

 

His studies were interrupted by political activities 

when university students went on strike after the  

expulsion of Student Leader, Onkgopotse Abram Tiro 

in 1972. Subsequent to this, he took up a  

post as a teacher at Mmusi High School in Pimville, be-

fore joining the liberation movement in  

exile, in the aftermath of the Soweto 1976 Uprisings.  

 

Comrade Thokoane was instrumental in the formation 

of the Black Consciousness Movement  

of Azania (BCMA) in exile, as well as its military wing, 

the Azanian National Liberation Army  

(AZANLA). He returned to the country in 1994, after 

serving the liberation struggle for almost  

two decades outside.  

 

Comrade Strike Thokoane served AZAPO in various 

leadership capacities until he was elected  

President at the Meadowlands National Congress in 

2017.  
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In its 50 years of existence and revolutionary activism, 

the Black Consciousness Movement made its rejection 

of the balkanisation of Azania very clear.  The division 

of the country took different forms at different times.  

 

Colonial powers of all stripes descended upon Azania to 

claim a piece of our country as their own.  Many coloni-

al powers like Portugal, Britain, Netherlands, Germany 

and France tried their hand on plundering the mineral 

resources of Azania and ultimately colonising our beau-

tiful country. 

 

That is how it came about that Azania was at some 

stage partitioned into 4 so-called “colonies” named 

Cape Colony, Natal, Oranje Free State and Transvaal.  

The British controlled the Cape and Natal, while the 

Boers who were Dutch descendants grabbed control of 

Oranje Free State and Transvaal.  This foreign control 

and plundering of the Azanian minerals led to foreign-

ers killing one another in what was known as the First 

Anglo-Boer War in 1880-1881 and the second one in 

1899-1902.  That culminated in the so-called Union of 

South Africa in 1910.  The Azanians had no say in all 

these political developments.  They were more or less 

slaves in the country of their forebears. 

 

AZAPO, the leading organisation of the BCM and flag-

bearer of Black Consciousness, intensified the anti-

colonial struggles fought by the Azanians under the 

leadership of the various Kings and Queens like 

Autshumato, Sekhukhune, MaNthatisi, Shaka, Hintsa, 

Ngungunyane, Moshoeshoe and many others.  AZAPO’s 

position had always been that Azania is a Unitary State 

under the ownership of Azanians as opposed to the di-

vision of the country into “Colonies” or Provincial Gov-

ernments.  That means our country is One Azania for 

One Nation and One People under one Central Govern-

ment. 

 

This position by AZAPO is a direct rejection of the Free-

dom Charter position, which claims that “South Africa 

is for all who live in it” in the form of “four racial 

groups”.   

 

With the introduction of democracy in 1994, the parti-

tioning of Azania continued in the image of the Bantu-

stans and the “Four Colonies”.  CODESA and the Kemp-

ton Park Settlement sought to legitimate what our peo-

ple had rejected for centuries.  They re-Balkanised Aza-

nia into 9 Provincial Governments on the basis of a  
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quasi-federal system.  This was a compromise to allay 

and protect white minority interests as well as per-

petuate the nonsensical Apartheid Balkanisation 

model of ‘separate but equal’.  The 9 provinces fol-

lowed, in a sense, the logic of the notorious Bantustan 

system.  The North West for baTswana; Mpumalanga 

for amaSwazi and amaNdebele; Eastern Cape for 

amaXhosa; Limpopo for baPedi, vhaVenda and vaT-

songa; KwaZulu-Natal for amaZulu; the Western and 

Northern Cape for the so-called Coloured.  

 

AZAPO cast its historical rejection of the partitioning 

of Azania into a Political Campaign in 1999.  The cam-

paign was consolidated into the 2009 Election Mani-

festo where it declares: 

 

“In line with building a strong democracy and 

enhancing efficiency in governance, AZAPO 

views the nine provincial governments as un-

necessary and costly. As government AZAPO 

will: 

 

• Seek to abolish provincial governments 

and replace them with administrators 

answerable to the national government. 

• Ensure that these administrators work 

closely with the local sphere of govern-

ment, allowing for faster and effective 

service delivery. 

• Strategically deploy public servants 

who were employed in provincial gov-

ernment to local government thereby 

releasing more funds and skills for pro-

jects at a local level.” 

 

The Campaign was directed at the abolition of Provin-

cial Governments that must be replaced with simple 

administrations.  In point form, we provide some of 

the reasons why AZAPO is vehemently opposed to the 

CODESA compromise of a system of 9 Provincial Gov-

ernments: 

 

1. It is based on a political compromise to protect 

white minority interests at the expense of Black 

people. 

2. South Africa is a relatively small country, a de-

velopmental State, that cannot afford the luxu-

ry of a disproportionately big and cumbersome 

government. 

3. It causes unnecessary duplication.  For every 

government department there is a Minister and 

9 “Provincial Ministers”. 

4. It is expensive.  Huge aspects of the budgets go 

to salaries of these “Provincial Ministers”, their 

staff components, body guards, travel expendi-

ture, phone bills, their families, etc. 

5. It causes red-tapes.  In most cases the national 

Ministers have concurrent powers with the 

MECs resulting in unwieldy procedures and ter-

ritorial battles. [A classic example is Minister 

Motsoaledi pleading/lamenting that he cannot 

deal with or intervene in poor health care ser-

vices by errant provinces] 

6. It somehow reintroduces the discredited apart-

heid Homeland system and its ethnicity.  Thus 

in the same country, people would be prepared 

to sacrifice their lives resisting a “move” to the 

other part of the same country (cross-border 

municipalities). 

7. It undermines service delivery by usurping the 

badly needed resources to finance a redundant 

and counter-productive bureaucratic arrange-

ment. 

 

At every Election that AZAPO participated in, the 

Campaign to Abolish Provincial Governments was 

foremost in our message.  The media pretended not to 

be interested until this noble and progressive AZAPO 

Campaign was mimicked by the ruling party in 2012. 

The media reported the ruling party’s entertaining of 

the AZAPO position as being raised for the first time 

in political history of Azania.  That was unfortunate, 

but not unexpected.  AZAPO was therefore not dis-

turbed by the “stealing” of its Campaign and ideas by 

the ruling party.  It is pleasing that we are now hear-

ing more political parties in this 2019 Elections mim-

icking the AZAPO position, albeit in a watered down 

way.  AZAPO is happier when it is able to influence 

society, and make it implement its progressive ideas 

and policies. 

 

The ruling party raised its voice on the matter again 

in 2017, and again this year through President Rama-

phosa.  Unfortunately, it appears to be very poor at 
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copying the simple AZAPO idea.  It seems to want to 

fight Balkanisation by vulgarising AZAPO’s position.  

Instead of Abolishing the 9 Provincial Governments 

and replace them with simple administrations as 

AZAPO so plausibly states, the ruling party wants to 

“reconfigure” and reduce the 9 Provincial Govern-

ments to 6.  They seem not to understand that there is 

a vast difference between the “reconfiguration of 

provinces” and the abolishing of Provincial Govern-

ments. 

 

AZAPO stubbornly holds on to the principle of Azania 

as a Unitary State.  The abolition of the 9 Provincial 

Governments (not reduction) must be replaced by 

simple administrations.  The massive human, materi-

al and financial resources saved must be redirected to 

the Local Government, which is said to struggle due 

to lack of capacity and resources.  The strengthening 

of Local Government makes a lot of political and gov-

ernance sense for a developmental State that South 

Africa claims it is.  

 

 

TIGHTEN IMMIGRATION LAWS 
 

The issue of undocumented migrants is in the news 

again. This time the health and local government au-

thorities are raising concerns about the heavy burden 

that the migrants are exerting on the health facilities. 

 

It was reported that about 83 000 undocumented for-

eign nationals are accessing clinics in the City of Jo-

hannesburg. Many more get treatment in hospitals 

around the country, a practice contributing to the 

shortage of medicines as many of those getting treat-

ment were not included in the budgeting process. 

 

The government has failed dismally to implement its 

own policies on immigration. The failure to enforce 

the laws and to separate asylum seekers from undoc-

umented immigrants who came to the country seek-

ing better economic prospects have created a fertile 

ground for xenophobia among local people as they 

have to compete with foreign nationals for limited 

economic and social opportunities.  

 

 

Countries around the world take serious measures to 

regulate immigration. They also enact laws that allow 

for the importation of skilled labour force while limit-

ing the influx of migrants who have limited skills. In 

terms of these laws, local companies intending to em-

ploy a foreigner should first prove that they could not 

find a local national with the same qualification and 

skill before they can appoint a foreigner. This prac-

tice, common throughout the world, is ignored and 

foreigners are employed to do ordinary jobs that can 

be done by locals, mainly in the hospitality sector and 

retail in general. 

 

But that is the nationalist view. AZAPO is anti-

colonialist and anti-imperialist. We must understand 

that nobody just leaves his or her country for no rea-

son. One of the main motive forces for migration is 

hunger. People are prepared to risk their lives to 

smuggle themselves into Europe because they want 

to survive. This is because in their home countries 

they have been made destitute by war, conflict and 

political mismanagement that completely destroyed 

the economy. 

 

Many countries that are producing higher figures of 

refugees such as Libya, Sudan, Somalia and the Demo-

cratic Republic of Congo are victims of political desta-

bilisation by Western powers. These imperialist pow-

ers prop up despots who become their puppets and 

become channels that funnel wealth and resources 

from Afrika to the West. Afrikan leaders, such as Pa-

trice Lumumba and Kwame Nkrumah, who have the 

interest of their people at heart are removed, either 

from office or from the land of the living. 
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In the final analysis, the most effective way of address-

ing the problem of undocumented immigrants is to 

develop and nurture credible and genuine Afrikan 

leadership. This leadership has to be accountable to 

the people and should have the vision of developing 

their countries and the integrity not to steal from the 

people. 

 

Afrika is very rich in mineral resources but lacks the 

visionary leadership to ensure that these resources 

are used for the benefit of the population. If we were 

to do that, we would stabilize Afrikan economies and 

there would be no need for people to leave their fami-

lies and migrate to other countries with the sole pur-

pose of surviving. But for now, colonialism and impe-

rialism have conspired against Afrikans, and we are 

essentially fighting among ourselves.  

 

 

PROTECT THE PEOPLE FROM FALSE 

PROPHETS BY EMPOWERING THEM 

WITH SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE  

   

Following the “resurrection” stunt pulled by Alleluia 

Ministries International leader Alph Lukau about two 

weeks ago, there is a growing clamour for the govern-

ment to regulate religion. Many people are of the view 

that the government should intervene and regulate 

religion in order to protect people from religious lead-

ers that are abusing religion to prey on gullible people.  

 

What is patently obvious is that religion has become 

big business. Religious entrepreneurs have spotted an 

opportunity to make money. Conditions of extreme 

poverty, unemployment and ignorance create a fertile 

ground for religious exploitation. The religious entre-

preneurs target people who want to get out of poverty 

and who want prosperity. The doctrine is that those 

who want to receive blessings and breakthroughs 

should donate to the church. The bigger the donation , 

the bigger the blessing. 

 

People who want to get married; people who are 

struggling to have children; people who are in debts; 

people who want jobs; people who want to be deliv-

ered from diseases; and people who want to know 

about their future are the target market. The religious 

entrepreneurs have perfected the art of deception. 

They attract thousands of people who want to get 

blessings and deliverance. The church leaders would 

sell various products such as face-cloth, bottled water, 

stickers and bracelets. It is organised business. 

 

Because of the severe competition in this “holy” busi-

ness, these religious entrepreneurs have to outsmart 

each other in terms of the “stunts” they can pull to at-

tract more customers. Hence the plot to organise the 

“resurrection”. 

Instead of calling on government to regulate religion, 

perhaps the most effective way of fighting this abuse 

of religion is to empower ordinary people with scien-

tific knowledge and skills. If we give our people quali-

ty education that empowers them to create wealth 

and enables them to employ other people, they are 

unlikely to be duped by false prophets. 

 

If people can clearly see that there are no magical 

powers to make it in life and that it is only through 

hard-work that people succeed, we would be reducing 

the space that these religious charlatans exploit and 

trap people to follow them. 

 

It would be an impossible task for the government to 

regulate religion without tempering with the Constitu-

tional right of freedom of religion. The power to shun 

the Lukaus of this world lies with the individual and 

not the State.  
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It might sound trite, but given the high number of fly-by

-night parties claiming that they would participate in 

the National and Provincial Elections in May this year, 

it is appropriate to state that the Azanian People’s Or-

ganisation (AZAPO) has registered to contest elections 

– both in the National Assembly and in all the 9 Provin-

cial Legislatures. 

And with Elections only 6 weeks away, AZAPO is con-

stantly being asked by the media and political commen-

tators; “What is it that you will do differently this time 

to change your fortunes for the better?” Some of these 

self-appointed experts on AZAPO even venture to sug-

gest “perhaps it is time for AZAPO to change its mes-

sage so that the party can attract more voters.” 

 

This past weekend, AZAPO held its Central Committee 

meeting in Johannesburg. The Central Committee fo-

cused on Elections. The leadership of AZAPO spent a lot 

of time on the type of message that should be taken to 

the voters in the run-up to Elections. The Central Com-

mittee members were unanimous in their position that 

there is no need for AZAPO to change its message be-

cause it remains relevant and true. 

 

Just to illustrate the sentiments of the leadership, if you 

are a crusader for the gospel of Jesus Christ and you 

keep preaching to people to repent and follow Jesus, 

would you change the message because people are not 

receptive to the preaching? Of course, not. You might 

use other tactics to ensure that the message is well re-

ceived but the content of the message will remain. 

 

AZAPO has the same challenge. We have been con-

sistent in saying that there is no alternative to the truth. 

AZAPO speaks the truth. AZAPO is the truth. And the 

truth is that the 1994 April Elections ushered in democ-

racy, but failed to deliver economic freedom and partic-

ularly land. The struggle in occupied Azania has always 

been about land. 25 years after the dawn of democracy, 

most of the land remains in the hands and ownership of 

the minority white tribe.  

 

For a long time, AZAPO has been alone in this space of 

calling for the return of the land to the dispossessed 

Black majority. Fortunately, virtually all political par-

ties worth their salt have now embraced the call that 

land should be returned to Black people. We know that 

for many of these political parties, this is just a political 

gimmick to attract voters.  We can single out the ruling 

party for its dismal performance on land reform. If the  
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ruling party was sincere about returning land to Black 

people, it would have done that during the past 25 

years of its rule. 

 

We also know that the ruling party derives its posi-

tion on land from the Freedom Charter - that infa-

mous document which sold out Afrikans on the Land 

Question. Whereas the Afrikan liberation struggles 

throughout the Continent were about the reconquest 

of the land and the natural wealth, the Freedom Char-

ter betrayed this position by stating that the land 

shall belong to all who work it. It is for this reason 

that the ruling party cannot be trusted with deliver-

ing land to Black people. After all, the party had 25 

years to do that and failed dismally. 

If you have been agitating for something, and sudden-

ly your rival sees the light and embraces your posi-

tion, you do not change your position just to be differ-

ent. That is why the Central Committee was adamant 

that the message of the return of the land to Black 

people as the main primary issue of this Election cam-

paign should remain. 

 

Whether you are talking about the building of houses 

for the millions of homeless people, you need land. 

Whether you talk about supporting emerging farmers 

so that you ensure the country’s food security and 

sovereignty, you need land for agriculture. Whether 

you talk about building more schools so that you can 

offer our children quality education in properly built 

schools and not under trees, you need land. Whether 

you talk about creating employment, you need firms 

that would have been built on land. Land is the most 

valuable economic asset. It was the primary source of 

conflict between the European settlers and the indig-

enous Afrikans. It still remains the primary source of 

conflict between the descendants of the European 

settlers and those of the indigenous Afrikans. There 

can be no real freedom without land. 

 

While virtually all strands of the liberation movement 

and their off-shoots would talk about delivering land 

to the people, AZAPO offers something different. 

AZAPO offers the country Black Consciousness (BC). 

 

Many of our problems, especially in failing to render 

basic services, stem from the fact that our people lack 

BC. When you have been baptised in BC, you respect 

yourself and other Black people. You love yourself 

and also love other Black people. If you are a con-

scious Black public servant in Home Affairs, you will 

be patriotic to give the best service to the people. If 

you are a conscious Black teacher, you will give the 

best quality education to our children and there 

would be no need for Black parents to smuggle their 

children into schools where teachers are white and 

resent Black kids. If you are a conscious Black nurse 

or medical doctor, the treatment you give to patients 

in public hospitals and clinics would be so good that 

there would be no need for Black people to pay huge 

amounts of money to white owned private hospitals. 

 

There is no magic for the solutions to our country’s 

problems. The first step is to get a Conscious Black 

government into power. AZAPO will not change its 

message. We can only hope that our people will 

change their voting patterns and vote AZAPO – the 

only hope for Black people and the only real force for 

real change.  

 

CORRUPTION ERODES DEMOCRACY 

AND DEVELOPMENT  

 

South Africa is presently at a standstill because there 

are a handful of commissions of enquiry into corrup-

tion.  The prominent ones are the Zondo, PIC and 

SARS Commissions.  The PIC (Public Investment Cor-

poration) Commission is investigating about R43 bil-

lion that has been looted through corruption. 

 

The PIC is a State institution that manages over R2 

trillion worth of assets on behalf of the public sector 

employees.  It also invests on behalf of the   
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Government Employees Pension Fund and four other 

State-run insurance institutions, which include the 

Unemployment Insurance Fund (UIF) and the Com-

pensation Fund.  These State resources have been 

compromised and looted.  These are hard-earned 

monies of the people. 

 

We have in the past heard, through yet another Com-

mission, of the corruption that took place in the Arms 

Deal.  The nation thought the State Capture by the 

Gupta family and the politicians of the ruling party 

was massive.  It has since dawned upon the nation 

that such corruption was a picnic compared to the 

Steinhoff International corruption of which the PIC 

was the second largest investor.  The Gupta and the 

VBS corruption scandals were soon dwarfed by the 

Bosasa grand corruption, which mainly involves the 

ANC and its leaders.  Gavin Watson, the owner of 

Bosasa, is himself a veteran leader of the ruling party. 

 

What has not been made clear to the citizens, is that 

all these commissions are investigating corruption by 

the ruling party and its leaders against the State.  In-

stead of committing resources to grow the economy 

and develop Black people who have been oppressed 

and marginalised for hundreds of years, the ruling 

politicians steal those State resources.  As a result, the 

economy is being run to the ground; and the chronic 

poverty of Black people is being worsened as we are 

told that about 60% of the population is poor. 

 

Transparency International Secretariat published its 

2018 Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) in January 

2019.  The 2018 CPI measured public sector corrup-

tion in 180 countries.  Each country was given a score 

from zero (highly corrupt) to 100 ((very clean).  More 

than two thirds of countries scored below 50. 

 

Of interest to us are the conclusions drawn by Trans-

parency International from this study.  Managing Di-

rector Patricia Moreira makes a connection between 

corruption and democracy:  

 

“With many democratic institutions under 

threat across the globe – often by leaders with 

authoritarian or populist tendencies – we 

need to do more to strengthen checks and bal-

ances and protect citizen’ rights.  Corruption 

chips away at democracy to produce a vicious 

cycle, where corruption undermines demo-

cratic institutions and, in turn, weak institu-

tions are less able to control corruption”. 

 

South Africa scored 43 points out of 100.  This tells 

you that Moreira could be talking about South where 

she explains how democracy is undermined by cor-

ruption that weakens and destroys institutions, while 

those institutions end up being unable to fight cor-

ruption.  In South Africa we have witnessed the de-

struction of the crime-busting Scorpions and the dis-

empowerment of the National Prosecution Authority 

(NPA).  We have also seen the weakening of many 

important State institutions through cadre deploy-

ment by the ruling party.  

 

If the people did not know who is responsible for 

their miseries in this country, they now know.  That 

knowledge is complete without knowing who can res-

cue them from that misery.  There is nobody else, but 

AZAPO that can rescue them from their misery.  How-

ever, AZAPO needs their votes to be in a position to 

change Azania for the better. 

 

PARTY ELECTION LISTS GIVE  

VOTERS A MIDDLE FINGER 

 

Yesterday was the deadline for political parties to 

submit their Lists and pay the Election registration 

fee.  Apart from the Election Manifesto, political par-

ties communicate their seriousness about addressing 

the plight of the voters by the quality of the candi-

dates in their Lists. 
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The ruling party has once again clearly communicated 

its intention to the voters through its List.  Prominent 

in that List are names like Bathabile Dlamini, Malusi 

Gigaba, Nomvula Mokonyane, Mosebenzi Zwane, Pule 

Mabe, Zizi Kodwa and many others whose names have 

question marks.  Jacob Zuma and Yengeni have de-

clined nomination onto the List even though the ruling 

party had shown confidence in their leadership and 

general conduct. 

 

Who are these candidates that the voters are asked to 

put their future in their hands?  Apart from coming 

from Nkandla like Jacob Zuma, Bathabile Dlamini is a 

scandals-ridden leader of the ANC.  While she was a 

Member of Parliament, in 2006 she was charged and 

found guilty for defrauding the taxpayers through 

what was known as the Travelgate.  She misused trav-

el vouchers to the tune of R245 000 in fraudulent trav-

el claims.  In recent years, she was associated with the 

SASA scandal which led to a series of undermining and 

blackmailing the Constitutional Court to validate an 

unconstitutional contract between SASA and a white 

foreign company Cashpay Masters Services (CPS).  The 

court ruled that she lied under oath, and was slapped 

with an order to personally pay 20% of her legal costs.  

She also had to appear before SCOPA for an irregular 

R1 billion spending by SASA. 

 

Like Dlamini, Malusi Gigaba is a disgraced politician 

who was found by the Public Protector to have violat-

ed the Constitution and the Executive Ethics Code by 

lying under oath.  The Public Protector went further 

and asked for appropriate action to be taken by Presi-

dent Ramaphosa who promised the South African citi-

zens to bring about a “New Dawn” by removing cor-

rupt elements from governance institutions.  Gigaba 

made it public that he was going nowhere, and dared 

“Thuma Mina” to act against him.  Indeed, Thuma Mi-

na developed cold feet and did not move even a finger 

towards disciplining Gigaba.  It is only when he was 

advised by his dubious friends to resign to save his 

pension that Gigaba stepped down. 

 

Mosebenzi Zwane and Nomvula Mokonyane have 

been fingered at the Zondo Commission as having 

been implicated in the Gupta and Bosasa corruption 

scandals.  Yet the ruling party thinks these individuals 

of questionable characters are the best to protect the 

resources of the State and address the plight of the 

poor and the development of the voters.  

 

Kodwa and Mabe are still facing alleged scandals of 

Rape and sexual harassment.  The ruling party was 

found wanting in dealing with the case of sexual har-

assment because it does not have a policy on this 

crime against women.  Yet the ruling party thought 

the women of South Africa are safe in the presence of 

the two men. 

 

Less said about Jacob Zuma who is facing about 783 

counts, the better.  He is the one who destroyed State 

institutions and violated the Constitution under the 

direction and protection of the ANC.  Yet the ruling 

party thought the future of the voters and State re-

sources are in safe hands under this man. 

 

Where is Thuma Mina and his “New Dawn” in all this?  

Ramaphosa has recently lied in Parliament in relation 

to the R500 000 donated to him by the corrupt Bosasa 

to win the ANC’s election as its president.  It has now 

been revealed at the Zondo Commission that this 

Bosasa is the one that has been corruptly bankrolling 

the election campaigns of the ruling party for years in 

return for tenders.  Why would this “dirty” company 

fund the rise of “Mr Clean” to the throne?  To stop its 

dirty business?  No ways. 

 

Unlike the people who think the ANC has no regard for 

the voters and the development of this country, 

AZAPO takes the view that the ruling party is honest 

to its mission of corruption and running the country 

to the ground. 
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Ordinarily, our approach is that AZAPO’s election cam-

paign should focus on its manifesto and how the custo-

dians of the legacy of Steve Biko would restore the dig-

nity of the Black person after centuries of dehumanis-

ing colonialism, racism, capitalism and apartheid. But 

we can never escape the reality of our time – the ruling 

party needs to be rescued from further destroying our 

country. 

 

For the record, this is not an anti-ANC rant. What we 

are trying to show through this article is that any sys-

tem needs checks and balances to ensure its effective-

ness. We have also come to accept that monopoly pow-

er breeds arrogance and creates room for the abuse of 

power as the incumbents have no fear of losing power. 

Democracy works best when there is no security of ten-

ure for the incumbents. 

 

We have seen across the globe many revolutionary par-

ties who used their overwhelming majority to turn on 

their people and stole from the people, undermining 

democracy and economic development, resulting in 

hunger and the total collapse of basic services such as 

water and electricity. 

 

It was the honorary President of AZAPO Cde Mosibudi 

Mangena who coined the phrase: “Political obesity 

kills.” He was appealing to the country to double their 

efforts to create a strong opposition not because the 

ANC is a bad movement but because power corrupts, 

and absolute power corrupts absolutely.  

 

Some of the central figures who are fingered in corrup-

tion and theft of public funds have impressive revolu-

tionary CVs. Some of these people spent up to ten years 

on Robben Island and spent years in exile. At the time 

that they sacrificed their families and personal growth, 

there were no tenders, there were no government posi-

tions or positions in the cabinet. These people were 

driven by the desire to free the country and their peo-

ple. For their commitment to freedom, they were guar-

anteed arrest and worse, death. But they were pre-

pared to die for the people. 

 

Fast forward to 1994 when democracy was ushered in. 

Some of our finest revolutionaries tasted power and it 

changed them forever. As revolutionaries, we never 

fully appreciated the corrosive effects of capitalism on 

the soul and revolutionary character of some of us. 

Many of those with closer proximity to power became 

victims of corruption and worked with private business 

to loot State resources.  

CAPITALISM HAS A CORROSIVE EFFECT ON OUR REVOLUTIONARY CHARACTER  
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The pursuit for wealth by rapacious politicians has 

become the new goal in neo-colonial South Africa. As 

the competition for the accumulation of resources 

became more intense, it also turned ugly and bloody. 

Comrades have started to use lethal force on each 

other. Dozens of political leaders, mainly from the 

ruling party, have been assassinated. Sadly, many of 

our people are fighting over crumbs while the real 

wealth remains concentrated in white hands. White 

owned companies continue to get billions of Rands 

worth of tenders from the State without making news 

headlines. 

 

The political space has been hijacked. Many of the 

leaders who are campaigning for votes have demon-

strated that they just want to use the votes as a ladder 

to access power so that they can continue their loot-

ing of the State. So dominant is this group that the 

ruling party has decided to leave politicians who have 

been fingered in corruption and wrong-doing on its 

election list of candidates.  

 

Despite comments by political commentators that the 

ruling party is showing the electorate the middle fin-

ger, the ANC has decided to ignore these calls. There 

are at least two possible reasons for the attitude of 

the ruling party to field questionable candidates. The 

first possible reason could be sheer arrogance. Some 

within the ruling party have openly said that the vot-

ers do not care about corruption and that this was an 

issue for the “clever blacks” who are a tiny minority. 

It is the same attitude displayed by a ZANU-PF leader 

who once declared: “Our people love ZANU-PF. Even 

if you field a donkey and attach the ZANU-PF sticker 

on its head, the ZANU branded donkey will win the 

election against an MDC candidate.” 

The ruling party seems to be saying, “we know that so 

and so is corrupt, but we are keeping her on our list. 

What are you going to do? You have to vote for this 

person because she is an ANC candidate.” 

 

The second reason could be that so many people in 

the ruling party have “smaller-nyana skeletons” that if 

you were to try to disqualify candidates on the basis 

of them being fingered in corruption or wrong-doing, 

you may struggle to compile the list. So, the party opt-

ed to hide behind the courts and said while these can-

didates are fingered in various commissions to probe 

corruption, they are yet to be convicted in a court of 

law. This is a legal argument and but certainly not a 

moral and ethical argument.  

 

But the ruling party has calculated that the voters will 

still vote for them despite fielding compromised can-

didates. 

 

The simple truth is that we cannot rely on the good-

will of those in power to do the right thing. Those 

who are in office have to realise that if they steal and 

get involved in corruption, the electorate would act 

against them. This is why every patriot should search 

his or her conscience and answer the question – how 

can I use my vote to defend democracy and fight the 

monopoly of power that breeds arrogance and sheer 

disrespect for the voters? 

 

People get a government they deserve. 

 

Not everything that glitters is gold. As former Zimba-

bwean President Robert Mugabe once said, some-

times copper can be mistaken for gold. It can rust. 

 

Revolutionary credentials of yesteryear are not to be 

the qualifications to guarantee integrity and ethical 

leadership. It is time that we use our votes to hold 

leaders accountable. If politicians know that this is 

how we vote, they will begin to treat the voters with 

respect. 

 

We must use our votes to reduce the corrosive effects 

of capitalism on the political leaders. 
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GODUKA GUERILLA: A TRIBUTE TO 

CDE ADVOCATE KABELO LENGANE  

 

Political activist and human rights lawyer Adv Kabelo 

Lengane (56) breathed his last on 17 March 2019 at 

his house in Bryanston, Johannesburg.  It was such an 

ambush to all Azanians that many of us stopped what 

we were doing and rushed to his house with the hope 

that we would be told it was a different Kabelo who 

died. 

Lengane was the inaugural President of the Azanian 

Students Movement (AZASM), which was founded in 

1983 as a replacement to AZASO that defected to the 

ANC in 1981.  As if to suggest that AZASO was ideo-

logically stillborn, AZASM was formed by AZAPO to 

restore the Black Consciousness link between Biko's 

SASO and the BCM post the 1977 banning.  The his-

torical irony was that AZASM was launched in Pieter-

maritzburg, which was where AZASO was also 

launched. 

 

Lengane, to whom intellect and eloquence came natu-

rally, had in 1982 enrolled for a law degree at the 

University of the North, which was better known as 

Turfloop.  This was the same university where Steve 

Biko’s SASO was formally launched as the pioneer 

organisation of the Black Consciousness Movement in 

1969.  BC student activists at Turfloop were quick to 

close the AZASO void by operating under a loose ar-

rangement that was referred to as the AZAPO Student 

Wing under the leadership of Chairperson Mutlhe 

Phaasha. 

 

The financial difficulties, exclusions and expulsions 

meant that black students at university were not very 

young.  First-year students, or freshers, were general-

ly not allowed to speak at meetings.  Lengane’s porta-

ble frame made him look like a strayed school 

boy.  But he defied the odds by bravely and sensibly 

speaking at the various students’ gatherings.  Intellect 

and eloquence came naturally to Lengane.  

 

By the time AZASM was to be launched, Lengane had 

lifted his hand so high that it was clear that nobody 

else could be politically and ideologically trusted to 

restore and nurture that betrayed ideological nexus 

between the black students and the BCM better than 

the principled and tenacious Lengane.  He was elected 

as the inaugural President of AZASM, which compre-

hensively covered both tertiary and high school levels 

at the time. 

 

During the height of political intolerance in the years 

1985 and 1986, Lengane was bound to expose him-

self to intimidation and physical attack.  The attacks 

followed him to his Soweto home in Moletsane where 

he lived in the neighbourhood of AZAPO President 

Ishmael Mkhabela.  Lengane defended the Movement 

of Biko with his mind, body and soul.  

 

It was not enough that the Orlando West house of his 

elder brother Jefferson was set alight by political ri-

vals, their father Thabo Jacob Lengane was kidnapped 

on 20 October 1986 and was found murdered the fol-

lowing night with a bullet wound in his head. 

 

Once harassment on his life became too real to ig-

nore, Lengane skipped the country to join the exiled 

BCMA and its military wing AZANLA.  He went to Zim-

babwe via Botswana.  He was joined by his brother 

Jefferson and Sessi Baloyi who would later become 

his wife and a colleague as advocates in the law pro-

fession. 

 

His deceptively lean body and agility impressed his 

Commanders to select him to join the AZANLA Unit 

that went for advanced military training in Libya.  He 

was with fellow soldiers Eugene Zabala, George Biya, 

Xolisile Mnyaka, Buti Saudi, Dorset Musi, Teragalo 

Mogale and others.  He acquitted himself well under 

the rigorous training of the Arabs. 
3 



4 

 

Those who knew Lengane would tell you that there 

were no dull moments in the presence of the humor-

ous gentleman.  His humour once caught up with him 

when he was instructed to assemble and disassemble 

the General-Purpose Machine Gun (GPMG).  He play-

fully mimicked an American accent while he was effi-

ciently executing his task.  The Libyan military in-

structors severely punished him by forcing him to get 

into the water, roll in the sand and run with a 15kg 

GPMG around the military training field.  He took the 

punishment well and joked about it among his fellow 

soldiers. 

 

He was one of the shining lights in the legal profession 

where black advocates have had to conduct protests 

against lack of transformation and underrepresenta-

tion.  He was particularly vocal against the lack of 

briefings of black advocates by State institutions and 

black politicians.  A case in point was the 2015 silico-

sis case where black workers were suing white mining 

companies.  Except for two instructing attorneys, all 

the 32 advocates were white.  Lengane protested 

against the representation of Black Pain by white law-

yers that were supposed to fight the cause, which was 

white mining companies. 

 

Great human beings like Lengane never die.  They live 

for eternity through their rich contributions.  

 

IT IS SHARPEVILLE DAY! 
 

As part of our collective struggle against forgetting or 

using memory as a weapon to paraphrase legendary 

poet Don Matera, this week the country commemorat-

ed Sharpeville Day. 

 

Those who wish to re-write history have decided to 

refer to the Sharpeville massacre as Human Rights 

Day. As AZAPO, we will continue to refer to March 21 

as Sharpeville Day. This is critical to ensure that future 

generations are not robbed of the real story of how 

the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania (PAC), under the 

stewardship of one of the leading African intellectuals 

and revolutionaries Professor Mangaliso Sobukwe, 

organised peaceful protest marches throughout the 

country in 1960. 

 

The anti-pass protests were supposed to be peaceful. 

Men were urged to hand themselves over at the near-

est police stations and challenge the police to arrest 

them for refusing to carry the passes. What started as 

a peaceful march turned into a massacre when apart-

heid security forces opened fire on unarmed civilians, 

murdering 69 people and leaving almost 200 people 

wounded. 

 

The post-apartheid government decided to declare 

March 21 Human Rights Day and proclaimed the day 

as a public holiday. There was the usual fanfare by 

politicians urging people to celebrate human rights. 

But if you are living in grinding poverty, without prop-

er shelter, without a job and without any prospect of 

getting employment, what is there to celebrate? Sadly, 

this is a story of millions of South Africans whose big-

gest challenge every day is hunger. 

 

Millions of people have no basic needs such as water. 

We are told that eight out of 10 South Africans have 

access to electricity. But what we are not told is that 

because many of them are unemployed, they have 

electricity infrastructure in their homes but not elec-

tric power because they are too poor to afford paying 

for it. 

 

The right to vote, or the right to free speech is mean-

ingless if basic needs to survive have not been met. 

And as we approach the May 8 elections, people might 

use their voting power to vote for change. 
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Multitudes of people descended on the Isigidi Village in 

Xholobeni to pay homage to their leader Sikhosiphi Ba-

zooka Radebe who was assassinated in 2016 for resist-

ing the attempted "auctioning" of their mineral re-

sources to an Australian mining company. 

 

Amadiba Crisis Committee chose to hold the Bazooka 

Radebe Memorial Rally on the 21 March to coincide 

with Sharpeville Day, which is a day on which Black 

people were massacred by the white minority regime 

for marching against pass laws. 

 

The event theme was "The Right to Say No". This theme 

characterised the spirit of resistance of the people of 

Xholobeni in the midst of assassinations and general 

intimidation. 

 

After the solemn and spiritual part of the event, the lo-

cals joined the festivities to celebrate the victory of the 

Xholobeni people following the Pretoria High Court rul-

ing that no mining licence could be given to a mining 

company without the consent of the local communi-

ty.  The government was the loser in this ruling because 

it sought to bypass the local community in throwing 

their mineral resources to the Australian imperialists. 

The court had earlier ruled in favour of the local com-

munity to determine the kind of development they 

deem suitable for their area and the people. This meant 

that the Department of Mineral Resources and the Aus-

tralian Mining Company, Transworld, had no right to 

push down the throats of the people the mining of their 

titanium-rich land.   

The local people sang, danced and cheered as they wel-

comed AZAPO President Strike Thokoane who was in-

vited to speak at the event. The President joined in the 

dance as the people surprisingly sang the song, “AZAPO 

Yethu, Soyilandela” (We'll Follow our AZAPO). 

 

They seemed bamboozled by the President with a T-

Shirt with the face of Cde Bazooka accompanied by the 

message, "AZAPO Salutes Martyr Bazooka Radebe”. 

 

President Thokoane struck the right chords when he 

described the people of Xholobeni as heroes and sym-

bols of resistance against land dispossession and inva-

sion by European multinational companies.  

ASSASSINATED XHOLOBENI LEADER REMEMBERED  
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The President further pledged that AZAPO would con-

tinue to support the people of Xholobeni. He commit-

ted that AZAPO branches across the country should 

be used as a base to protest and highlight the plight of 

the people of the area. 

 

“Where mining is consented to by the local communi-

ties, there should be clear beneficiation and no brib-

ery monies should be paid to politicians or traditional 

leaders to force the people to forsake their fundamen-

tal right to the land", said the President to cheers and 

applause. 

 

The emotional part of the event was when President 

Thokoane handed over a Bazooka Radebe T-Shirt to 

the widow of the slain leader. Mrs Radebe expressed 

gratitude to the President and the AZAPO Eastern 

Cape Provincial Leadership, which accompanied the 

President.  

 

President Thokoane took liberty to express a word of 

encouragement to the fearless Cde Nohle Mbuthuma 

for "fearlessly filling the shoes of Cde Radebe" in the 

presence of threats to her life. 

 

Cde Mbuthuma reminds us of the great women warri-

ors and leaders like MaNthatisi, Nzinga and Nehanda. 

 

The Xholobeni resistance is a clear reminder to Azani-

ans that ‘It Is Not Yet Uhuru’.  

 

POLITICAL CHARLATANS WEAKEN THE 

ALTERNATIVE AND CONSOLIDATE  

THE RULING PARTY 
 

An average voter can be forgiven to become a political 

atheist. As national elections are approaching, all 

sorts of political charlatans and pretenders to the 

throne at the Union Buildings are emerging and 

promising heaven on earth. 

 

Some of these so-called parties are one-issue parties. 

For instance, there is one that wants to advocate for 

the interests of taxi operators, then there is another 

whose sole mission is service delivery, another is the 

Land Party and the other one is for Estate Beneficiar-

ies. 

While this is completely permissible in a democracy, 

the mushrooming of too many smaller parties does 

little to threaten the dominance of the ruling party. 

The fragmentation of the opposition has the unin-

tended consequences of consolidating the ruling par-

ty as many potential voters might perceive the emer-

gence of smaller parties as nothing but a desperate 

attempt by the founders of those parties to find em-

ployment as Members of Parliament and Members of 

the Provincial Legislatures. 

 

Just as some entrepreneurs have discovered that the 

quickest way of making money is to start a church 

with fake miracles, some creative people have found 

that there is money in politics. It is an attempt to find 

a job, not the noble calling of serving the people. This 

is what causes voter apathy. Voters develop a mis-

trust for the political system. They become indifferent 

to the political system, resulting in the maintenance 

of the status-quo. 

 

And when the opposition parties are weak and in 

shambles, the ruling elite has little incentive to do the 

right thing. Corruption, theft of public resources and 

maladministration become the norm. Corruption and 

theft of State resources rob the country of jobs, eco-

nomic growth, prosperity and development. The pow-

er outages, that we refer to as load-shedding, the gen-

eral decay of infrastructure in hospitals and in 

schools, the poor roads, the critical shortage of water 

are not accidents, but results of organised crime 

called corruption.  

 

Because of corruption and theft at Eskom, the power 

utility owes hundreds of billions of rands. And the 

country cannot afford not to have power. So, the gov-

ernment is forced to continue to pump more billions 

to try and keep the lights on, most of the times. It is a 

double edged sword. Eskom has to incur more debts 

to supplement its power generation by using diesel, a 

cost which sinks the power utility into bigger debts. 

But if Eskom implements load-shedding, the economy 

bleeds billions of rands and jobs are lost in the pro-

cess. 

 

As it is, Treasury is projecting a budget deficit of R243 

billion in the current financial year. This would mean 

that the government would have to borrow at least 
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R243 billion in order to cover all its projected ex-

penditure. Already the country has a huge national 

debt estimated to be around 53% of the GDP. Conser-

vatively, the government debt is currently standing 

just over R2,5 trillion. Assuming that we do not bor-

row during the weekends, the government would 

spend about R1,2 billion a day to service the interests 

on the national debt. 

 

What does not seem to be clear to many of us is that 
the country appears to be fast descending into a royal 

mess which will create a fertile ground for agents of 
imperialism – the World Bank and IMF - to take over 
the running of the country. 

 

This is how it happens. The liberation movement that 

wins the first election after the attainment of freedom 

consolidates power and weakens the opposition. As 

part of the acceptable principle of taking over the key 

levers of the State, the ruling party deploys its cadres 

into key positions in the State and also in the parasta-

tals. These cadres form a web or network of corrup-

tion which starts under the guise of taking control of 

key State apparatus and also helping raise funds for 

the ruling party. Corruption becomes so entrenched 

that government programs designed to improve the 

lives of ordinary people suffer as is the case with 

Eskom. 

 

The economy suffers as investors opt for better mar-

kets where there is growth. The tax pool shrinks, 

leading to bigger budget deficit. Because the State 

does not want to reduce its spending, which may 

mean retrenching civil servants and other public em-

ployees, as was the case with the SABC, the govern-

ment has to borrow more money. 

 

In order to keep its popularity, the government opt 

for populist policies. The government continues to 

spend money it does not have, and in the short term 

people are happy. Just as workers at the SABC were 

happy when the government instructed the SABC 

board not to go ahead with plans to retrench workers. 

Of course, had the SABC been run properly, by quali-

fied people who were not simply political appoint-

ments, it would not have been in a state that forced 

the board to consider retrenchments to cut cost. The 

same applies for many other parastatals such as 

Eskom, Denel and SAA. 

 

When the government spends money it does not 

have, there comes a time when those who are grant-

ing loans to the government start to raise red flags. 

There are plenty examples on the continent and Latin 

America where instruments of imperialism opened 

offices in countries which were heavily indebted to 

the World Bank and IMF. When these loan sharks 

come to your country, they become the de-facto gov-

ernment and instruct you to trim the public service 

and to stop spending on social investments such as 

health and education. 

  

It is a recipe for disaster. When the government com-

plies with the prescription of these bodies of trim-

ming the civil service, then there is civil unrest as 

people will be complaining about losing their jobs. 

The civil unrests have a negative impact on the econ-

omy, resulting in capital flight and critical shortages 

of some common commodities such as maize-meal, 

bread, sugar and even Coke. 

 

The masses rise and loot the few businesses that did 

not join the exodus to other countries. The security 

forces use violence to try to maintain law and order. 

But it is almost impossible to suppress what looks 

like a popular revolt of the population. With the 

shrinking tax base, the State struggles to honour its 

financial obligation including paying salaries. A sec-

tion of the security forces align with the ruling elite 

and uses force to keep it in power. Other members of 

the security establishment defect and become part of 

the protesting masses who are demanding a change 

that will guarantee jobs and the supply of goods in 

the shops. South Africans become instant millionaires 

but remain poor as the rand is worthless. 

 

This is a road-map to a failed State. 

 

It is up to all of us as patriots to make sure that we do 

not allow this script to become real. We can and 

should use our vote on May 8 to stop the rapid slide 

to a failed State. Vote for change by voting AZAPO. 

The power is in your hands. 
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CORRUPTION IS TREASON  
 

When you buy stolen goods as a citizen, you must 

know that you have failed the Nation because you are 

also guilty of the crime of stealing. That is because 

theft is a continuous crime. You buy stolen goods from 

a thief, you are also a thief deserving of facing the law. 

 

You should know that something is not right when 

your unemployed child or partner brings home luxury 

goods and bundles of money. You should know that 

the possibility is great that a fellow citizen has been 

robbed and probably killed as well. 

 

By keeping quiet and simply enjoying the proceeds of 

crime, you are encouraging crime in your crime. 

 

No one should know and adhere to these good values 

more like Presidents, Cabinet Ministers and politicians 

that are public representatives. 

 

That is why it should be a cause for concern to hear 

that Portia Sizani, the wife of former Eastern Cape 

MEC for Education, former ANC Chief Whip and in-

cumbent ambassador to Germany Stone Sizani, has 

been found guilty of 15 counts of fraud and 9 counts of 

money laundering in the Commercial Crimes Court in 

Port Elizabeth this past Friday.  

 

Her crimes are specifically worrying for the education 

of the Black child and development of Black people in 

general. Sizani was the Early Childhood Development 

(ECD) district coordinator when in 2009 and 2010 she 

defrauded the Eastern Cape Education Department 

out of more than R1.2 million.  She did this by pro-

cessing fraudulent applications for Grade R teaching 

posts and pocketed the money that was paid out to 

these ghost teachers.  

 

Without arbitrarily passing the guilt to the other 

spouse, but a caring society will definitely demand to 

know how it came about that Stone Sizani was not 

able to pick up through the domestic bank balance and 

standard of living that not all was well in their house-

hold. 

 

This man was not only the former Eastern Cape MEC 

for Education who had a deeper understanding of 

the impact his wife’s misdeeds had on Black children’s 

education but also the ruling party Chief Whip who 

was responsible to hold his fellow MPs to high stand-

ards in ensuring that the values and principles of good 

governance were being adhered to. Such values did 

not appear to cascade down to his household.  

 

These are the double standards that destroy house-

holds, communities and countries. Could Mr Sizani 

claim to have not (knowingly) benefitted from the 

proceeds of crime? That is to be doubted. 

 

The Sizanis are not alone in that dark corner. 

 

Sheryl Cwele was the wife of and living with her hus-

band, then State Security Minister Siyabonga Cwele 
when she was arrested and in 2011 convicted of drug 
dealing by the Pietermaritzburg High Court and sen-

tenced to 12 years. 

 

It makes you wonder how the wife of an Intelligence 

Minister could successfully escape the scrutiny of a 
man entrusted with the State security when security is 
undermined right inside his household. 

 

We have to remind those in authority and power that 

what is good for the goose is good for the gander. Or-
dinary people cannot be expected to respect and hon-

our good values when the elite in high offices break 
every available rule to honourable living. 

 

Crime undermines the peace and stability of a county 
and nation. In its corruption form, crime undermines 

both development of a nation and sovereignty of a 
country. 

 

That is why AZAPO has to raise alarm to the nation as 
and when those in power turn a blind eye to crime 

and its proceeds. 

 

AZAPO believes corruption and State Capture are not 
ordinary crimes. They amount to treason. Some coun-

tries are so disgusted of corruption that a culprit 
would face death by a firing squad.  

 

Death penalty is unconstitutional in South Africa. The 
next harshest punishment has to be life imprisonment. 
In the absence of a death penalty, those who commit 
the treasonable crimes of corruption against the State 

must face life imprisonment.  
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A country’s most valuable asset is its people. If you 

want to change a country, you must educate the people 

and change their thinking. The people must first believe 

that they are worthy. They must believe in themselves. 

They must love themselves. They must embrace the 

truth that they are the masters of their own destiny.  

The people should know that nobody owes them any-

thing; and that for their lives to change, they are the 

ones that can effect the change. They must believe that 

they are on their own. In a nutshell, the people should 

know that they are their own liberators.  

 

As the election hype is getting louder, one fundamental 

question that AZAPO, like all other parties, is often 

asked is: "What are you going to do that is different 

from the ruling party?" Various political analysts, in-

cluding some in the ruling party, agree that the ruling 

party has failed to deliver on key issues such as land,   

job creation, improving the quality of health and edu-

cation and even to render basic services such as clean 

water. 

 

But these commentators quickly add that there is no 

viable alternative; and because of this “reality”, the vot-

ers will return the ruling party to power, albeit with a 

reduced majority. 

 

In other words, what the analysts are asking is: What is 

AZAPO’s USP (unique selling proposition)? We have 

repeatedly said that AZAPO is the only party that is of-

fering the country an authentic remedy to all the mala-

dies that continue to arrest our progress as a people. 

And that is Black Consciousness. 

 

If we move from a point of view that accepts as fact the 

assertion that a country’s most valuable asset is its peo-

ple, then we should invest in empowering the people 

with knowledge and education. For instance, Singapore 

is a small island country without any real natural re-

sources to speak about. They do not even have drinking 

water; and they have to import water from neighbour-

ing Malaysia and also make their own water from a 

process of desalination.  

 

But they are rich because they have a skilled population 

that is able to use science, technology and innovation to 

address all their human needs. Contrast this with the 

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). The DRC is ex-

tremely rich in mineral resources. But its people are 

extremely poor, because the majority are without skills. 

 

EQUIP THE NATION WITH A BC-INSPIRED EDUCATION  

FOR EFFICIENCY AND SELF-RELIANCE  
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Back to semi-occupied Azania. Our country has a huge 

problem of unemployment. 4 out of 10 people who 

should be working are not working. Many of these 

people are unemployable because they do not have 

skills. AZAPO has rightly identified education as the 

most important thing that can help the country to at-

tain its economic potential. 

 

There are two aspects of education that an AZAPO 

government would focus on. The first is BC-inspired 

political education. The second is high-tech education 

that will use science, technology and innovation to 

address the needs of the population. 

An AZAPO government will launch a massive political 

education campaign to explode the myth of projecting 

politicians as the only people who know it all;  and 

who will single-handedly solve the country’s prob-

lems.  

 

Currently, people believe that the 400 politicians in 

the National Assembly and the few hundreds who are 

in the Provincial Legislatures are the ones who can 

stop corruption, transform the economy and render 

quality services. This is placing too much faith and 

power in too few people. 

 

For any government to deliver quality services to its 

people, it would have to rely on its public servants. 

Granted, elected politicians have an important role of 

providing political leadership and policy guidance, 

but the actual delivery of service hinges on the quality 

of the public service. In other words, what AZAPO is 

saying, is that the Minister of Police can make all sorts 

of promises about a possible breakthrough in the ar-

rest of killers of Orlando Pirates goalkeeper, Senzo 

Meyiwa. But it is only an effective police force that 

can actually arrest the murderers and ensure a suc-

cessful prosecution. 

 

The State can build state-of-the-art hospitals and clin-

ics. But if the healthcare professionals do not do their 

work, the quality of healthcare in the country would 

not improve regardless of the commitments by the 

Minister of Health. But nurses who have been bap-

tised in BC; who respect themselves and respect the 

lives of other people; would be well positioned to ren-

der quality service in public hospitals. 

 

A Black Conscious public service, which is also patri-

otic, is crucial for delivery of quality service to the 

population.  

 

The nation's fate cannot be placed on elected politi-

cians who give bribes to avoid traffic fines; not on 

elected politicians who take bribes to ensure the dis-

appearance of case dockets, resulting in bungling of 

serious cases against criminals; not on elected politi-

cians who botch operations in hospitals, resulting in 

the premature deaths of hundreds of people; not on 

elected politicians who take bribes to allow importers 

to under-declare their imports, resulting in the loss of 

billions of rands which should go to the national 

fiscus. 

 

Yes, many current politicians are failing to provide 

ethical leadership because they too are corrupt. But 

the real challenge lies with the type and quality of 

public servants that we have. With the right BC-

inspired political education and high levels of patriot-

ism, it would be difficult for corrupt politicians to get 

their way, of conspiring with their business associates 

to commit treason, which we euphemistically refer to 

as “State capture”. 

 

Appreciating the fact that people are a country’s most 
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valuable asset, an AZAPO government will invest in 
the people, giving them high-tech skills so that they 
can actively participate as productive players in the 
economy. 

 

Under an AZAPO government, education will be free 

and compulsory until matric. Tertiary education will 
be free but the education will be geared towards ac-
quisition of practical skills, embracing the fourth in-
dustrial revolution. 

 

Because an average Azanian would be highly skilled, 

we would not have to export our minerals such as 

gold, diamond and platinum in their raw form at ri-

diculously cheap prices, only to import expensive fin-

ished products. But we would have massive programs 

of beneficiating our commodities, thus creating more 

employment for our people and getting the best price 

for our minerals. 

 

Ignore the sophisticated apologists of the ruling party 

who argue that you should vote for the ruling party 

with all its imperfections and corruption, apparently 

they are the devil you know. Vote AZAPO, the party 

that has the capacity and principle to unlock our 

country’s full potential. 

 

AZAPO STANDS BY SAMKELO MASEKO 

 

ENCA’s senior political journalist Samkelo Maseko 

came under severe abuse by the ruling party’s top 6 

leader Jessie Duarte on Tuesday.  Maseko’s sin was to 

ask a question when Duarte had decreed that ques-

tions unrelated to the statement she read for the me-

dia conference would have to be directed to the ANC’s 

spokespersons at a later stage. 

 

Duarte lost her cool and ranted about how the young 

Maseko thought he was “the lord of journalism”, 

when he was “just a journalist”.  That was naked bul-

lying of a young and dedicated Black journalist by a 

leader who was supposed to be impressed by Ma-

seko’s hard work and professionalism.  She should 

have been the one encouraging the young Maseko to 

grow, instead of shooting him down into an obscure 

corner of fear and invisibility. 

 

To his credit, Maseko stood his ground and was never 

intimidated by the powerful politician who is con-

nected to the ruling party.  He rationally defended 

himself without being rude to a woman who is old 

enough to be his grandmother. 

Duarte’s tone was full of prejudice and political royal-

ty.  How on earth can she attack Maseko of thinking 

he is “the lord of journalism”?  Is it not correct that 

Maseko should in fact aspire, like all other journalists, 

to be the “lord of journalism”?  By all means, he 

should.  That is, if that phrase represents what high-

est accomplishments that a journalist can reach in the 

profession.  People like Duarte are so used to medioc-

rity in their political circles that they sweep everyone 

under the carpet of mediocrity. 

 

AZAPO supports Maseko.  He must continue to ask 

the difficult and embarrassing questions to the cor-

rupt politicians.  He must never allow them to rest 

under the false security of their power.  Maseko 

should know that he is making an invaluable contri-

bution to the deepening of democracy by being the 

conscience and voice of the voiceless.  The Duartes of 

this world complain that Maseko ambushes them and 

forces them to answer questions about which they 

were not warned beforehand.  Why should Maseko 

arm these spoiled politicians? 

 

Prejudice seems to come naturally from Duarte.  She 

sees nothing wrong with chastising somebody doing 

his work and pointing him with her fingers.  She 

seems not to be aware of how undermining it is to the 

profession of journalism to tell a Young, Gifted and 

Black journalist that he is nothing but “just a journal-

ist”.  That is patronising.  She seems to think that be-

ing an ANC Deputy Secretary General that she is, is 

more than being “just a journalist”.  She forgets how 
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dedicated journalists like Maseko are somehow re-

sponsible for giving them the platform to be the arro-

gant political celebrities they have become.  

 

To AZAPO, Maseko is more than “just a journalist”.  He 

is a Black journalist whose professional forebears 

were marginalised by virtue of their Blackness.  That 

was the reason why his professional forebears estab-

lished the Union of Black Journalists as an organ of the 

Black Consciousness Movement., which fermented the 

ultimate June 16 Uprisings against white supremacy 

and landlessness.  

 

ALEXANDRA SHUTS DOWN AMID 

CALLS FOR SERVICE DELIVERY  
 

Once again, Alexandra is on fire as residents protest 

against lack of service delivery.  Black people in South 

Africa have come to learn that the best way to get the 

elusive audience of the government is to engage in 

action.  No government will give you hearing if you are 

civil in your approach. 

 

The second thing that the people have come to learn is 

to blackmail the government and politicians on the 

eve of elections.  The residents become kings and 

queens to the politicians during elections time. 

 

The Alexandra residents have declared a total shut-

down as a way of drawing attention to their service 

delivery backlog.  The shutdown involves blockades at 

the entrances and exits of the township such that 

nothing gets out or comes in.  Th burning of tyres and 

rocks can be seen at every exit and entrance.  This 

means that workers are unable to go to work, while 

the learners have remained at home as the schools are 

temporarily closed as a result of the shutdown. 

 

Among other things, the residents are complaining 

about the building of shacks at every available space 

by allegedly foreign nationals, and the lack of delivery 

of houses they were promised by politicians.  On being 

told by Power FM on Tuesday that the Johannesburg 

Metro Police Department (JMPD) has said that the sit-

uation was beyond their control, Mayor Herman 

Mashaba conceded that it was difficult to deal with the 

situation because the City could not remove occu-

pants of the shacks without relocating them to an al-

ternative piece of land.  And he said that space was not 

available. 

Mashaba went on to blame the ANC as the one that 

promised to build houses for the local people long be-

fore he and the DA assumed office in the Metro.  He 

accused the ANC of vanishing into thin air after such 

promises.  Mashaba could not answer claims that the 

EFF, which is the DA’s coalition partner, was the one 

that instigated the people to occupy land and build 

shacks.   

 

What is clear is that the political parties and the politi-

cians are playing a dangerous political game using the 

real plight of the people.  One political party plunges 

the people into a desperate situation and turn around 

to promise the people that they will address the situa-

tion if they are voted for.   

 

The Alexandra protest started on Tuesday, following 

the one that was staged six weeks ago.  While the poli-

ticians reduce the plight of the people to a political 

game for votes, the Municipal IQ’s data recorded 144 

service delivery protests in 2018 alone.  The worst 

affected province was the Eastern Cape, followed by 

Gauteng; while there was a slight increase in the 

Western Cape and Free State. 

 

While AZAPO appreciates the political activism of the 

citizenry, we however resent the unfortunate fact that 

such protests tend to deliberately disrupt schooling.  

The education of Black children, who have for genera-

tions been denied the right to learn, should never be a 

gambling factor. 
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If you understand how the Azanian people yearned for 

liberation, justice and equality; you would appreciate 

why the post-1994 corruption in the form of State Cap-

ture amounts to a state of being from the frying pan to 

the fire for the Azanians.  The feeling or real experience 

of betrayal is informed by the sacrifices the Azanian 

masses made.  Those sacrifices include torture, impris-

onment and loss of lives. 

The selflessness of the masses was based on the firm 

belief that their sacrifices would be compensated by 

the attainment of liberation, democracy and justice.  

Never in their lives did the revolutionary masses expect 

that their sacrifices would be undermined by grand 

scale corruption in the context of an authoritarian State 

that is fast degenerating towards fascism. 

 

If fascism is understood to be “a form of right-wing and 

authoritarian State characterised by dictatorial power 

and forcible suppression of the opposition” under the 

spell of a dictator, we can say South Africa was proba-

bly diverted from that path by the removal of ANC’s 

Jacob Zuma.  He had all the marks of a smiling and 

singing dictator with his total disregard for the Consti-

tution, law and morality. 

 

The level of conflation of Party and State in South Africa 

can at best be characterised as authoritarianism where 

power is centralised in the ruling party through the 

State.  Once a country degenerates into a single-party 

dominated democracy, multiparty democracy is 

thrown out of the window.  Yet the South African Con-

stitution guarantees a multiparty-based constitutional 

democracy.  

 

There are signs of fascism in the constant undermining 

of the rule of law by the leaders of the ruling party, 

which saw its leaders violating the Constitution and 

sidestepping the might of the law.  We still see some of 

the ruling party’s leaders that are on the wrong side of 

the law still added in the Party List despite their leader-

ship and ethical shortcomings.  All this was made possi-

ble by the deliberate destruction of State institutions 

like the Scorpions; the undermining of the Public Pro-

tector; the abuse of power where parliament degener-

ated into majoritarianism and blindly defended the Ex-

ecutive instead of making it accountable. 

 

The ruling party’s model of “cadre deployment” came 

into play where the Boards and CEO’s of the State-

Owned Enterprises were handpicked party loyalists 

who would help milk those SOEs dry of resources.  

 

When you thought the ruling party might have learnt 

something about the freedom and independence of the 

media in a constitutional democracy, last month  ANC 

BETWEEN AUTHORITARIANISM AND FASCISM   
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leader Fikile Mbalula reportedly summoned the edi-

tors of the SABC, which is supposed to be the public 

broadcaster according to its constitutional mandate.  

He is said to have waggled his fingers at what he per-

ceived to be an uncharacteristically low election me-

dia coverage.  If the media reports were anything to 

by, we had fascism in its raw form. 

 

Just this week the youth wing of the ruling party vio-

lently disrupted the launch of a book by a South Afri-

can journalist Pieter-Louis Myburgh. The book chron-

icles a web of activities, which allegedly places the 

ruling party’s Secretary General Ace Magashule at the 

centre of State Capture corruption.  Instead of re-

specting the freedom of speech which is protected by 

the Bill of Rights in South Africa, the ruling party’s 

youth burned the book copies and vowed to ensure it 

enjoyed no distribution.  The country had suddenly 

gone back to apartheid times where thousands of 

books were banned and burned to keep them away 

from Black people. 

 

AZAPO promotes a free political discourse where the 

people would have been encouraged to read the book 

and respond accordingly either in written material 

form or public debates.  In the instance where the rul-

ing party felt that the rights of its leader were violat-

ed, the affected leader has every right to approach the 

courts of the land and either interdict the publishing 

of the book or discontinue its distribution.  He could 

even sue the book writer for defamation or some-

thing.   

 

The burning of books is yet another fascist manifesta-

tion that is often marked by the burning of public li-

braries in the townships and villages.  There is no 

doubt that the young people seemed to have learned 

a lot from their leader Jessie Duarte who recently at-

tacked and abused a young Black journalist for daring 

to ask her difficult questions. 

 

The fascist culture of suppressing political dissent 

and divergent views can unfortunately be seen in the 

nature of protests where tyres would be burned and 

streets barricaded in the townships in a manner that 

intimidates any possible different view or move.  That 

is a sub-culture of self-hatred that society must treat 

with generous doses of Black Consciousness.  

ONE MORE AFRIKAN DICTATOR     

BITES THE DUST 
On 11 April 2019 the Sudanese army overthrew 

longstanding dictator Omar al-Bashir (75) to cheers 

from the masses that have been protesting for the 

stepping down of the dictator since December 2018.  

In the latter quarter of 2018 the people took to the 

streets to protest against the worsening costs of living 

and poor governance by the dictator and his fascist 

government.   

 

The uprisings intensified in 2019 causing a reaction 

of a State of Emergency by the fascist government on 

22 February 2019.  In panic, al-Bashir also dissolved 

the national and regional governments.  He replaced 

them with military and intelligence service opera-

tives. 

 

Al-Bashir tried to appease the determined protesters 

on 8 March 2019 by announcing that all women that 

protested against his government would be released 

from jail.  That was not enough to diminish the re-

solve of the people to see the back of a dictator who 

was indicted by the controversial International Crimi-

nal Court to answer to crimes against humanity and 

genocide in the Darfur region where he is accused of 

having murdered between 200 000 and 400 000 peo-

ple.  His fascist government’s propaganda sells the lie 

that they murdered only about 10 000 as if that 

would have lessened their genocidal crimes.  

 

On 6 April the demonstrations went into higher gear, 

and it became clear that the attempted violent clamp-

down by the security forces could no longer be sus-

tained.  It is at that point that a sudden and inexplica-

ble change of heart by the army was seen.  By 10 April 

the army moved in and started to shield the demon-

strators from the security forces, and removed dicta-

tor al-Bashir in a coup by 11 April amid cheers from 

the masses. The military said it will remain in control 

for at least two years to oversee a "transition of pow-

er"  to civilian rule. 

 

It seems the masses learned something from the 2010 

Arab Spring where there were sweeping uprisings by 

the masses in the Arab world.  The anti-government 

uprisings began in Tunisia to Libya, Egypt, Yemen, 
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Syria and Bahrain.  Sustained street revolts also hit 

Morocco, Algeria, Lebanon, Iraq, Kuwait, Jordan, Su-

dan and other Arabised Afrikan countries.  

 

We know the dubious role of the army, which sud-

denly joined the uprisings on the side of the masses in 

countries like Egypt.  We also know that the armies’ 

apparent staging of coups against the dictators they 

had all along defended and entrenched into power 

reproduced a situation where the fascism was main-

tained by the armies despite the seeming coups 

against the dictators. 

With that lesson from history, the Sudanese people 

have turned around and resumed their demonstra-

tions against the army, and demanding that power be 

transferred to civilian rule with immediate effect.  

The masses are saying the military council that has 

imposed itself on Sudan is part and parcel of dictator 

al-Bashir’s fascist government.  They think that the 

fascist government is out to dilute the militancy of the 

masses by giving false hope that al-Bashir and his fas-

cism have been overthrown, when in fact fascism on-

ly changed its form while the substance remained the 

same. 

 

For those who may not have known, Sudan is an ex-

tremely important part of the classical history of an-

tiquity in Afrika.  It was part of that great Nubian and 

Khemitian (Egyptian) great history of Afrikan civilisa-

tion where the great Pyramids were built 2500BCE 

years ago.  All that great Afrikan history of antiquity 

has been Arabised and Islamised almost beyond 

recognition. 

 

Al-Bashir represented the continuation of the subtle 

colonisation of Afrika.  He rose to power through a 

coup he staged as a Sudanese army brigadier in 1989.  

Al-Bashir’s negotiation to end the Second Sudanese 

Civil war led to a referendum in the south, which led 

to the separation of Sudan into the North and South.  

 

THE STRUGGLE IS AGAINST COLONI-
ALISM AND LAND DISPOSSESSION  

Last Saturday, April 6, marked the arrival of convicted 

fraudster Jan van Riebeeck and his gang of Dutchmen 

to our shores in the Cape. 

 

There has been a lot of apartheid State-sponsored 

propaganda designed to mislead people about the 

events surrounding the arrival of the European set-

tlers. One of the most peddled lie is that when the Eu-

ropeans landed in the Cape, there were no people and 

as such Afrikans cannot accuse the settlers of robbing 

them of their land. 

 

Whatever the repeated lies, we should at least credit 

the settlers for recording the date of their arrival. 

They could have manufactured a lie that they always 

have been in this part of Afrika. So, there is no dispute 

that they landed in the Cape and that their arrival was 

not by design but accidental because they were actu-

ally on their way to the East where their company, 

the Dutch East India Company had been importing 

spices.  

 

6 April 1652 marked the beginning of land disposses-

sion of the indigenous people and the setting up of a 

European colony in Afrika. That was the beginning of 

the conflict over land which was stolen from the in-

digenous people by the European settlers. 

 

Over the years, the descendants of the European set-

tlers enslaved Afrikans, intensified the land theft, 

stock theft and also took control of the wealth of the 

country, including its precious minerals. The land-

dispossessed Afrikans, led by their traditional lead-

ers, fought countless wars of resistance. Because Eu-

ropean settlers had superior weapons in the form of 

guns while Afrikans were still using spears, the out-

come of the wars was predictable. European settlers 

were victorious. In fact, the last recorded war of re-

sistance by Afrikans was led by Bhambatha ka 

Mancinza in 1906. 

 

The historic mission of the liberation movement,  
3 



4 

 

starting with the African National Congress (ANC) and 

later the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania (PAC) and 

the Azanian People’s Organisation (AZAPO), was to 

repossess the land. The struggle was basically against 

colonialism. 

 

But we should never underestimate the power of the 

dominant and ruling class. Through tools of indoctri-

nation, including formal and informal education, reli-

gion and later the media, the struggle of Afrikan peo-

ple for land and against colonial rule was sanitized. 

While ordinary colonisers use brutal force to control 

the colonised, efficient colonisers target the mind and 

go further to assimilate the indigenous people into the 

colonial structures. 

 

With the process of assimilation in full swing, colonial-

ism assumes relative acceptability and is seen as civili-

sation. The results of this process is that the culture of 

the coloniser becomes the dominant culture. The lan-

guage of the coloniser becomes the dominant lan-

guage. So is the religion. 

 

The anti-colonial language is toned down. Little won-

der that some among us refer to colonialism of Azania 

as ‘colonialism of a special type’, where the coloniser 

and the colonised live in the same geographic location. 

Colonialism is colonialism, period. 

 

At a time when colonialism has had such a devastating 

effect to such an extent that Afrikans not only want to 

sound like Europeans but they also want to look like 

Europeans, as we see with people using skin lighten-

ing products to reduce their melanin content and also 

wearing weaves, AZAPO has an important role to pro-

vide a potent anti-colonial force that first and fore-

most remind Black people in general that the original 

script for the struggle was anti-colonial in content and 

form. 

 

The anti-colonial struggle has been diluted, partly be-

cause many of the leading revolutionaries are them-

selves victims of colonialism. And because of this, 

some in the broad liberation movement have reduced 

our struggle for ending colonialism and the reposses-

sion of the land to a struggle for human rights. The 

focus shifts to racial equality – access to the same toi-

lets and access to the same public buses and access 

to beaches. 

 

In the context of semi-occupied Azania, the focus is on 

remedial policies such as Affirmative Action and Black 

Economic Empowerment (BEE). While these policies 

have good intentions, they reinforce the coloniality. 

The colonised, who by virtue of getting colonial educa-

tion, is perceived by the coloniser as having graduated 

from the “savage” status of the colonised to a 

“civilised” position, generally reserved for the colonis-

ing class. And as a reward for this transformation, the 

colonised is given co-management of the colonial sys-

tem and he becomes its greatest defender. 

 

When young people, inspired by Black Consciousness, 

call for the decolonisation of education, it is the 

“civilised” colonised section of the population who 

would be the mouth-piece of colonialism, asking: 

“What do they mean by colonial education? Education 

is education”. It would be the “civilised” colonised who 

would be complaining about falling standards if tradi-

tional white institutions are under the control of Black 

professionals. 

 

When the progressive amongst us want to remove the 

statues and symbols of colonialism, it is the mentally 

colonised who argue that those statues are part of 

“our” collective history. These are the people who are 

extremely hostile to renaming South Africa to Azania.   

 

But the worst is when the “civilised” colonised as-

sumes leadership in the State and implements the ex-

act programs that were designed to keep Afrikans 

poor, ignorant and in conflict with one another so that 

the plunder of the continent should continue. Virtually 

all Afrika, except West Sahara, is no longer under colo-

nial rule. But that does not mean that the colonial pro-

ject has died. It may not be fashionable, but AZAPO 

has to continue to be the conscience of the nation. 

AZAPO must continue to tell the uncomfortable truth 

that our struggle might have delivered a vote but the 

struggle against colonialism and for the repossession 

of the land has not yet been won. 

 

Those who want to erase colonialism from our strug-

gle agenda should not be allowed to win. AZAPO can 

be trusted to keep the goals of the liberation struggle 

pure.  

    4 



1 

 

With national and provincial elections around the cor-

ner, various political parties have intensified their cam-

paigns to attract voters. The emphasis may differ, but 

most parties are making similar promises to the voters. 

These include creation of jobs, fighting crime and cor-

ruption and better service delivery. The issue of land 

has also been thrown into the mix, but the dominant 

message regarding land is that people actually want 

houses and not necessarily land. 

 

While addressing these issues would be a step in the 

right direction, AZAPO is of the view that virtually all 

these promises can only be effectively fulfilled if the 

colonial architecture of the economy is first destroyed. 

If we keep the current economic architecture as is, few 

years down the line our people will still be complain-

ing, accusing politicians of betraying them and failing to 

honour the promises made during the election period.  

 

This is fundamental. African-American revolutionary 

leader Malcolm X once said: “A cat can give birth in an 

oven. But those kittens are not biscuits.” This talks to 

the DNA issues. There is something more fundamental 

that determines the outcome or product than just the 

environment where the product would have been con-

ceived and delivered.  

 

Equally, Black people can assume the reigns of a coloni-

al government but unless they deliberately temper its 

DNA, the programs of that Black-led government could 

still advance colonialism. The most potent weapon of 

colonialism, to paraphrase Bantu Biko, is the mind of 

the colonised. Under naked or traditional colonialism, 

the coloniser applied brutal force to subjugate the colo-

nised to advance the interests of the colonial powers. 

But that is backward. Modern colonialism converts the 

colonised to be an active agent and defender of coloni-

alism.  

To simplify this matter, let us look at the land question. 

Colonialists came into our country, dispossessed the 

indigenous people of their land, removed them from 

the land and forced them to work on the mines. And 

later when we attained political freedom, and when our 

people demanded land, it is a section of the colonised, 

the “civilised” who have a better understanding of the 

economy who quickly pleaded against land reposses-

sion, saying “but Afrikans have neither skill nor capital” 

to exploit the land. The descendants of the European 

coloniser do not have to utter a word. It would be our 

own people who make impassioned pleas to allow the 

commercial farmers, read white, to continue to work 

the land so that thousands of jobs of farm labourers can 

be protected. Wow? 
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Many politicians, who are active agents of colonialism 

and imperialism, continue to structure the economy 

in such a manner that it would please the so-called 

foreign investor. If we discover any precious mineral, 

the first step is to go across the globe to find an inves-

tor who would essentially take all the wealth to Eu-

rope, America or Australia. With a weaker Rand, it 

would be cheaper to the investor with Pounds, Dol-

lars or Euros to invest in anything from a mine to 

buying land and even property. When our currency is 

weak, we are told that we are an attractive destina-

tion for investment! 

 

Millions of our people drive cars. Many of us are 

proud to drive German sedans. None of us ask the 

obvious question – why is it that there is no single 

South African-made car despite the fact that we are a 

huge market as part of the Afrikan continent? Why 

are we happy to assemble German cars and even Jap-

anese cars in the country? It is not as if our country 

does not have the necessary technology to manufac-

ture cars. The problem is that our political aristocrats 

are champions of colonialism and imperialism.  

 

Imagine the number of jobs that the country could 

create if we were to make our own car. Many of the 

products that we use are imported. Many popular tel-

evision brands, cell-phone brands and even types of 

food we daily consume are imported. As we import 

more, we reduce our ability as a country to create 

jobs and reduce poverty. 

 

A couple of years ago, we invented the Joule, a battery

-operated electric car which had the capacity to 

change our geo-political position on the continent and 

the world. But we simply abandoned this. Other coun-

tries have embraced the same technology and we will 

be importing electric cars from them in the not so 

distant future. 

 

With all humility, the panacea for the colonial mental-

ity is Black Consciousness (BC). At its most basic, BC 

calls on Black people to accept the reality that their 

destiny is in their hands. BC teaches us to rely on our-

selves. It teaches us to cut the umbilical cord of colo-

nialism. In fact, liberation means being free of the co-

lonial master and the ability to shape one’s own desti-

ny. 

 

Just as an orange tree can never produce apples, an 

economy designed to serve the interests of colonial-

ism can never serve the interests of the indigenous 

majority. We will keep on fighting one another for 

failing to grow the economy or failing to create jobs, 

because, we have not destroyed the colonial architec-

ture of the economy.  

 

It may seem daunting, but AZAPO calls on our people 

to support this custodian of BC in our fight for true 

liberation by destroying the colonial architecture of 

the economy. Once we embrace that objective, it 

would be logical to champion decolonised education.  

 

SERVICE AND SACRIFICE IN THE  

EASTER TRADITION 
 

This coming weekend is known as the Easter in the 

Christian community. It is characterised by the cele-

bration of the belief that Jesus Christ was crucified on 

a Friday, and resurrected on Easter Sunday, three 

days later. 

 

Of importance for AZAPO for the purposes of the lib-

eration struggle are the themes of service and sacri-

fice this Easter. 

 

We are told that Jesus was in the service of the people 

by way of preaching the good news as early as the age 

of 12. Revolutionaries should therefore know that 

you are never too young to be in the service of the 

people in terms of conscientising and mobilising the 

masses. You don’t need 60 or 90 years’ experience of 

landlessness and poverty before you could be of ser-

vice to educate the masses about the need to arise 

and fight for their liberation.    2 
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It is said that Jesus entered the temple and found peo-

ple using it not for praying, but for gambling and sell-

ing doves. The temple had lost its purpose because 

the people were using it for what it was not meant 

for. We are told that Jesus acted promptly. He beat 

them up, overturned the tables and drove the culprits 

out of the temple. He could have chosen to begin 

some process of a commission of enquiry to give the 

wrongdoers a long opportunity to confess their sins 

of which he knew. In the service of ridding the temple 

of all corruption, he did not only beat the culprits up, 

he also overturned the tables to ensure that he de-

stroyed the tools of the corrupt. He went further and 

drove them out of the temple to rid the holy place of 

all ungodly elements. 

This is a lesson for South Africa in dealing with cor-

ruption. Corruption is treason. And so, you cannot 

treat it with kids' gloves if you are serious about sav-

ing the country and nation from State Capture. The 

police and the National Prosecuting Authority (NPA) 

should move swiftly and throw the book at the cul-

prits about whom there is sufficient evidence for 

them to face the law. Just like the gamblers who 

sought to turn the temple into a "robbers' den" lost 

their money and change after Jesus overturned the 

tables, the law enforcement agencies should move 

with speed and reclaim every cent stolen for the pub-

lic coffers and confiscate every property that was ob-

tained through corrupt means. 

 

The "crazy bald heads" must indeed be "chased out of 

town". 

 

Instead of the greed that has destroyed the soul of 

this country like cancer, the politicians need to learn 

something from Jesus. The value of sharing. Jesus did 

not need to be told. Out of compassion, he was able to 

observe that the multitudes of the people he was 

preaching to were hungry. He knew that you couldn’t 

enjoy the attention of hungry or starving people for 

too long. He was able to find 2 pieces of fish and 5 

loaves of bread from within the multitudes and broke 

the fish and bread into many smaller pieces to feed 

everyone.  

 

Why is the value of sharing so difficult to the elite pol-

iticians? Why does the few of them want to eat the 2 

pieces of fish and 5 loaves of bread alone? Don't they 

realise that upon sharing smaller fish and bread can 

satisfy the whole nation? 

 

The Black Consciousness Movement put the value of 

sharing into practice decades ago when we were not 

even in power. In fact, the BCM was operating in the 

belly of the beast; right inside the bosom of the white 

settler-colonial regime. We took our 2 pieces of fish 

and 5 loaves of bread and shared them with the poor 

through building and serving the Zanampilo Hospital 

in Ezinyoka Village near Qonce (King Williams Town). 

The community was receiving primary healthcare 

free of charge. After the BC organisations were 

banned on 19 October 1977, AZAPO reinstated the 

concept through the Community Health Awareness 

Programme (CHAP), which was led by its legendary 

Secretary for Health Dr Abubaker Hurley Asvat.  

 

If the BCM was able to practice the value of sharing 

without any State power and resources, you can im-

agine what it could do as and when it acquired State 

power. 

 

We have briefly talked about the theme of service in 

the Easter tradition. Let us now talk about sacrifice. 

 

The crucifixion of Jesus represents the ultimate sacri-

fice. The painful story of Jesus nailed alive on the 

cross has been narrated throughout the generations.  

 

Revolutionaries need to bring that sacrifice closer to 

home in Azania. Steve Biko did his bit of sacrifice for 

his people. He was nailed on his own cross at the  
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notorious Sanlam building where he was tortured by 

the white racist police until he was brain-dead. Even 

when he was in that state of health, the racist doctors 

and police deemed Biko fit to be driven from Port Eliz-

abeth to Pretoria overnight in the back of a van naked 

without any doctor present. He was certified dead on 

12 September 1977. 

 

Many more sons and daughters of the soil have sacri-

ficed their lives for the liberation of our country Aza-

nia. We remember Onkgopotse Tiro, Mthuli ka Shezi, 

Mapetla Mohapi, Abubaker Asvat, Sonwabo Paper 

Ngxale, Kutumela Makompo, Thami Mcerwa, 

Mzwandile Mcoseli, Muntu ka Myeza, and many more. 

  

From the Easter tradition we take the themes of ser-

vice and sacrifice to remind the Azanian masses and 

revolutionaries that more service and sacrifice is still 

required for land reconquest, attainment of total liber-

ation and socialism.  

 

Service and sacrifice should not just be preached 

about. It should be practised to take the struggle to 

higher heights. For that to happen, we need to resur-

rect in the Azanian masses the fearlessness and self-

lessness we once saw in the June 16 Uprisings.  

 

RELEASE ABATHEMBU KING 

BUYELEKHAYA DALINDYEBO NOW! 
 

AZAPO welcomes the gesture by President Rama-

phosa of considering pardoning abaThembu King Da-

lindyebo. 

 

The King was found to be on the wrong side of the law 

after he administered justice as a judicial officer of his 

people's indigenous court. Due to the inferior status 

accorded indigenous institutions and Customary Law, 

the King did not enjoy the judicial immunity afforded 

other judicial officers under the more recognised and 

respected Roman-Dutch Law tradition prevalent in 

South Africa.  

 

Magistrates and judges do not suffer the humiliation 

of being charged for imposing a legally defective 

judgement. There are instances in the South African 

legal system where the accused were sentenced to 

death for a crime they did not commit. Some prisoners 

have been released after new evidence surfaced that 

they did not commit the crime. 

 

In the case of a death penalty, nothing could be cor-

rected as the person would have been executed. For-

mer IPID boss Robert McBride is lucky that he benefit-

ted from the political dynamics of his time before he 

could be executed. 

 

Judicial officers enjoy judicial immunity for their deci-

sions and judgements. The court system caters for a 

process of appealing the judgements of the junior 

courts at the senior courts. 

 

AZAPO is a Black Consciousness organisation that 

wages a liberation struggle that is anti-colonialism 

and anti-racism. 

 

The undermining and destruction of the indigenous 

leadership institutions was part of the colonial attack 

against the humanity of black people. Afrikan Kings 

and Queens were reduced to Chiefs because colonial-

ism recognised only the British monarchs as Kings 

and Queens. Revolutionary traditional leaders were 

dethroned by colonialism, while reactionary members 

of Afrikan royalty were appointed as "Chiefs" and im-

posed on the people in a manner that disrupted the 

royal lineage and caused civil strife. 

 

AZAPO views the jailing of King Dalindyebo as a subtle 

continuation of the colonial onslaught against the Afri-

kan indigenous institutions.  

 

It is in that light that AZAPO campaigned for the re-

lease of King Dalindyebo. Apart from the marches, 

AZAPO also wrote a letter to President Ramaphosa 

requesting him to invoke his Presidential prerogative 

and pardon the King. AZAPO was clear that a parole 

would fall short because it would leave the King with a 

criminal record that would exclude him from return-

ing to his throne. 

 

While AZAPO welcomes Ramaphosa's positive ges-

ture, we are worried that it took this long to consider 

releasing the King and therefore frustrate the objec-

tives of colonialism in Azania. 

 
    4 
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Depending on your economic status, April 27 can be a 

day worth celebrating or a source of huge frustration.  

 

Let’s start with the good. If you are a beneficiary of poli-

cies brought about by the democratic government such 

as Black Economic Empowerment, Affirmative Action 

and other policies designed to redress the effects of 

apartheid and colonialism, April 27 is perhaps a good day 

for you. 

 

If you had no proper shelter and you were staying in a 

shack and the government has built you an RDP house, 

supplied electricity and water to your house, then you 

perhaps have reason to celebrate April 27. 

 

There are other less tangible but equally important divi-

dends of democracy. Before 1994, Black people were not 

allowed to contest elections and vote for the parties of 

their choice. This is no longer the case.  

 

Before 1994, the sick went to racially divided hospitals; 

our children went to racially segregated schools; and cer-

tain beaches were only opened to whites. Even though 

the economic means remain distributed along the apart-

heid racial lines, there is no law enforcing the racial seg-

regation. 

 

In the post-apartheid era, the country has a liberal Con-

stitution that protects everyone. This is generally good 

for many people. There is perhaps reason to celebrate. 

 

But there is another category of people – the majority 

of Black people. These are the people who do not have 

jobs. They do not have houses and still stay in mikhukhu. 

They lack basic needs such as water, electricity and sani-

tation. Many of them do not know where their next meal 

will come from. They live in abject poverty. They have no 

land. They have no education and above all, they have no 

hope. These people have little reason to celebrate April 

27. In fact, many of them see this day as the day that 

marked the beginning of the shattering of their dreams. 

For they had hoped that once democracy has been at-

tained, their lives would change for the better. For them, 

the so-called rainbow nation is a mirage, flickering on the 

horizon to be pursued but never attained. 

25 years down the line, 30 million of the population are 

condemned to abject poverty, while about 10 million are 

jobless. With the neoliberal policies, there is no hope that 

the land will be returned to its rightful owners. It now 

becomes clearer why AZAPO boycotted CODESA and the 

1994 Elections that brought us this mess. 

 

As May 8 election date is approaching, AZAPO needs to 

connect with the majority of the people who have lost 

hope and remind them that their destiny is in their 

hands. The poor, who are victims of grand-scale corrup-

tion that robbed them of a better life through improved  
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healthcare system or better education or economic 

growth that would have resulted in more jobs, should 

be reminded that they can use their vote to change 

their lives. They do not have to tolerate abuse by cor-

rupt politicians. They can get rid of incompetent poli-

ticians and replace them with more caring leaders 

who respect the will of the people. It is not too late to 

create conditions that will make April 27 as a day to 

rejoice and celebrate. 

 

"VEERING OFF COURSE" 
 

Just when the Christians were busy remembering the 

betrayal, crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

former President Thabo Mbeki was busy telling the 

Nation that he was now ready to campaign for the 

ruling party. 

He said he could not do the same when his organisa-

tion was led by former President Jacob Zuma. He 

mocked those from his party who were going around 

claiming they had "a good story to tell", when in fact 

his party had "veered off course". 

 

From the onset, let us make it clear that it is Mbeki's 

choice to be active, or not to be active in his party. It is 

his party, after all. 

 

If Mbeki stopped campaigning for his party because it 

had "veered off course", an impression might 

be created that his party is now on course. That is far 

from the truth.  

 

Judging by the revelations at the various commissions 

of enquiry that are in session in the country, his or-

ganisation seems to be continuing to veer off the 

course of the goals of the liberation struggle. It is in 

fact overturning into a freefall down the cliff of cor-

ruption. Chances of it being saved are almost zero. 

 

The "wasted 9 years" narrative of the ANC is mislead-

ing because it seeks to reduce the "wasted 25 years" 

and put the blame on the small shoulders of one Zu-

ma. The evidence placed before the commissions 

show that it is the ANC that is corrupt. It also shows 

that corruption in the ANC did not start and end with 

Zuma. It goes as far back as the Mandela administra-

tion.   

 

Some corrupt leaders in Mandela's Cabinet died be-

fore they could be summoned to answer to corruption 

questions. The Arms Deal corruption precedes the 

Zuma administration. That was the reason why Mbeki 

had to go and answer at a judicial commission, which 

turned out to be a dismal waste of the country's re-

sources as the terms of reference were crafted to 

make it difficult to get to the truth. 

 

We know that corrupt elements like Jacky Selebi, who 

was convicted of corruption while he was the police 

commissioner, came before Zuma's term of office. We 

also know how National Director of Public Prosecu-

tions (NDPP) Adv Vusi Pikoli was pressurised to not 

charge Selebi.  

 

Also, we know that the Ginwala inquiry exonerated 

Pikoli, and could not find him unfit for his office as 

was hoped by then President Mbeki. Even so, we 

know that "caretaker" President Kgalema Motlhante, 

who filled the gap of a fired Mbeki, still would not re-

instate Pikoli despite the inquiry's finding in his fa-

vour. 

 

In fact, President Ramaphosa and many others in gov-

ernment were there working with Zuma as he was 

destroying the country's institutions. Ramaphosa 

oversaw Eskom and SOEs during Zuma's term of of-

fice. Ramaphosa was the one leading the notorious E-

Tolls in Gauteng. 

 

It is Ramaphosa who was given R500 000 by a dubi-

ous Bosasa company to win the ANC presidency. It is 

an open secret that the Bosasa company was the one 

bribing Ministers and government officials in return 

for "winning" tenders outside the set rules.  

   2 
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You should by now see that we are now giving the 

bad story of the ANC's "veering off course". It is not 

one person that "veered off course". It is the whole 

organisation and its leaders. 

 

It is against this background that Mbeki's recent 

promise to campaign for his organisation cannot be 

"a good story" for the voters insofar as it pretends 

that the ruling party is now clean with the departure 

of Zuma. 

 

He is right to work for his organisation. But his choos-

ing to do so should be separated from the false prom-

ise that there is now a new and clean organisation.  

 

BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS AND         

SELF-RELIANCE  

 

One of the fundamental values of Black Consciousness 

is self-reliance. It is out of independence that a person 

can assert their real worth and identity.  

 

There are all sorts of self-reliance and independence 

examples. They range from territorial independence 

or sovereignty to ideological and personal independ-

ence.  A country that is hopelessly dependent on oth-

ers in terms of the economy or defence cannot be in a 

position to speak its mind in international relations. It 

will be dictated to by those it is hopelessly dependent 

upon. It also cannot criticise those countries.  

 

Granted, there is no country that can completely be 

insulated and isolated from other countries, which 

are responsible for the global systems of governance 

on various fronts. But the relations are usually volun-

tary and by choice. Where one country is dependent 

on the other for sugar, the other country may in turn 

be dependent when it comes to maize. That is inter-

dependence, which is technically a form of independ-

ence because a country has space to bargain.  

 

For the institutions of learning, this self-reliance or 

independence is called academic freedom. The media 

call theirs freedom of the media or editorial inde-

pendence, while the judiciary calls theirs judicial in-

dependence. There are established rules, norms and 

ethics that safeguard the independence of the various 

institutions even when some may be technically 

"dependent" on others for funding. Where the Judici-

ary appears to be funded by the Executive, that ap-

parent dependence is misleading because the re-

sources actually belong not to the Executive but the 

State. The Legislature, Judiciary and the Executive are 

all arms of the State whose relationship is governed 

by the norms and principles of the Doctrine of the 

Separation of Powers and Checks and Balances.  

 

Nowhere is the value of self-reliance or independence 

as critical as it is in the waging of the revolution. You 

cannot be fighting an enemy and still depend on it for 

funding and ideas. Such a revolution is bound to be 

stillborn.   

 

The Black Consciousness Movement knew this. And 

that was why it formed the Black Community Pro-

grammes (BCP) to establish and run self-help projects 

in the Black communities. That was designed to de-

prive the enemy of the moral high ground of being 

perceived to be good and helpful to the masses it was 

oppressing and exploiting. By being independent or 

self-dependent, the masses began to live the value 

that they are their own liberators.  

 

AZAPO is one of the few political parties that enjoys 

political and ideological independence because it has 

the moral uprightness to ensure that it rejects fund-

ing that will compromise its political principles and 

take it off its revolutionary path. But there is a cost 

that must be paid for that independence. That is lack 

of financial resources. Even so, AZAPO will not steal 

from public coffers. Nor will it take dirty money from 

the Guptas or Bosasa. 
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AZAPO has politically nurtured its members and lead-

ers in a manner that teaches that principle is sacro-

sanct. You should rather be poor than betraying the 

principles of the Azanian Revolution. You should die 

like Biko did rather than betraying the principles of 

the liberation struggle.  

 

Principle is sacrosanct. And corruption is treason. Ser-

vice and sacrifice are the weapons that keep us armed 

to protect our values of self-reliance and independ-

ence.  

 

COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD MUST 

UNITE AGAINST US AGGRESSION  
 

The United States’ dominance of international affairs 

is the biggest threat to world peace. And the scariest 

part is that there is no force across the globe that of-

fers a counter-balance to mitigate the bullying tactics 

of the self-appointed policeman of the world. 

 

When the US domestic interests were threatened by 

the decision of Saddam Hussein to sell the Iraqi oil in 

euros and not in US dollars, the Bush administration 

invaded his country with the sole aim of removing him 

from power. In order to justify the invasion, (not that 

they need to explain their aggression to anybody), the 

US lied about Iraqi having nuclear weapons. This has 

since been proven to be a complete fabrication. But 

there were no consequences after the US invasion that 

brought the country to its knees and claimed the lives 

of more than 600 000 people. Iraq remains in tatters 

even today. 

After removing Saddam from power by sponsoring his 

murder, the next target was another leader who had 

also decided to stop selling his country’s oil in dollars 

to sell it in euros, Muammar Gaddafi of Libya. The mis-

sion to remove the popular Libyan leader proved 

more difficult because he had a huge support of his 

people. The result was a civil war which is still contin-

uing to this day. Yes, Gaddafi was killed and with his 

death Libya became one of the most unstable coun-

tries in the world.  

 

Earlier this week, the US government announced that 

sanctions on Iran would be intensified. Iran, which 

generates most of its revenue from oil exports, was 

already under US imposed limited sanctions which 

allowed at least five countries – China, India, Japan, 

South Korea and Turkey – to import oil from Iran. This 

waiver has been removed because the US has now de-

cided that Iran oil exports should be zero. This is pure 

economic strangulation. When the Iranian govern-

ment runs out of money, inflation would spiral, there 

will be intense mass protests and the country would 

be unstable. 

 

The same recipe was used in Venezuela, the country 

with the biggest oil reserves in the world. Because of 

US imposed sanctions, Venezuela’s economy has col-

lapsed. People have no access to basic services such as 

water and electricity. The shops are empty. And guess 

who is standing at the border wanting to bring food 

parcels into the country – the United States. 

 

These US engineered sanctions are harming the world. 

Apart from war-related hunger and diseases killing 

thousands of people in the targeted countries, the oil 

bans have a devastating effect on the world economy. 

Oil prices across the globe have sky-rocketed, result-

ing in higher inflation and lower economic growth. As 

a price-taker in oil, South Africa is not immune from 

this US-created crisis.  

 

What makes the US even a bigger threat to world 

peace is the fact that it has Donald Trump as its com-

mander-in-chief. It is extremely easy for any country 

to meet the criteria of threatening the domestic or se-

curity interests of the US. And when that happens, you 

are a target of US fire-power. 

 

Those who value world peace should realise that the 

current scenario is undesirable. Too much power in 

one country threatens global peace and stability. Per-

haps it is time for countries of the world to unite 

against the international bully in the White House.  
    4 
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The person who matters in an election is the voter. All 

political parties contest the attention and decision of 

the voter. The voter is god during elections. 

 

The voters cannot optimally exercise their power or 

choice if they are not informed. That choice will not be 

an informed choice. Campaigning by political parties is 

supposed to provide information about the parties to 

the voter. Unfortunately, political parties do not always 

provide information to the voters. More often than not, 

a lot of electioneering that goes with misinformation 

and misrepresentation takes place. That tends to cloud 

the decision of the voter and diminish the quality of 

democracy. 

 

The democracy waters are muddied by the fact that 

political parties do not have equivalent resources to 

contest an election. Because of business interests, the 

private sector steps in and flood money to a political 

party they think will further and protect their profit-

making interests. Sometimes this business-political 

party relationship becomes a corrupt one. Worse still, a 

ruling party always enjoys the advantage of incumben-

cy where the processes and functions favour it in a giv-

en election. 

 

So, it happens that a great party with great ideas that 

could advance the development interests of the people 

and the country, finds itself lacking the resources to 

provide the necessary information to help the voters 

make an informed decision. Campaigning requires mas-

sive resources. Therefore, informing the electorate is a 

million dollar task, so to speak. 

The role of the Independent Electoral Commission 

(IEC) is supposed to level the campaigning field to en-

sure that substantive fairness exists to the quality ben-

efit of the voter. That is why the issue of Political Party 

Funding has had to go to the courts. The IEC should 

regulate this area. But the IEC is unfortunately depend-

ent on the directives that come from the legislature in 

terms of Acts and Regulations. Where there is a domi-

nant political party, the Acts and Regulations that gov-

ern how the IEC works will technically be determined 

in favour of the dominant political party. That is why 

the Parliamentary speaking time and party funding by 

the IEC is determined on a proportional basis.  

There are of grave concerns for AZAPO in the role 

played by the public broadcaster (SABC) during elec-

tions. It is supposed to play the equalising role in en-

suring that the political parties have the airtime to in-

form the voters. Again, the SABC is hamstrung by the 

broadcasting regulations that dictate the sharing of 

available airtime on a proportional basis.  That means 
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the ruling/dominant party will get two thirds airtime 

(and more) if it got two thirds of the votes in the pre-

vious elections.  Add the incumbency advantage 

where the ruling party has Ministers and the Presi-

dent who must be prioritised when it comes to media 

coverage. All these factors ignore the reality that po-

litical parties pay equal financial deposit that 

amounts to R605 000 for the national and all provinc-

es registration. Consider the fact that a dominant rul-

ing party is sure to get back all its registration deposit 

because it is sure to win seats in the national and pro-

vincial spheres. Not so, for the disadvantaged political 

parties. They enter the electoral campaign minus 

R605 000, which they may lose where they win no 

seats.  

Almost all the media houses availed airtime to politi-

cal parties through the Town Hall Debate style. They 

said that was their contribution to help the voter 

make an informed decision. Having said that, the me-

dia houses turned around and said they would only 

avail the airtime to contest the decision of the voters 

to only "big parties" to the exclusion of the "small par-

ties" that paid an equal registration deposit to the 

IEC. 

 

AZAPO contends that all political parties ought to be 

equal for the purposes of campaigning in a new elec-

tion. The Constitution makes it clear that South Afri-

ca's constitutional democracy is multiparty based. 

The way things went in the past elections since 1994 

show a pattern of a hardening single-party dominated 

democracy. That is a recipe for majoritarianism, au-

thoritarianism, autocracy and fascism. That will be a 

reversal of the nature of democracy the Constitution 

prescribes. 

 

The media should therefore not be shocked as and 

when this country degenerates into fascism. That 

would be what the media encouraged when it elimi-

nated disadvantaged political parties from the elec-

toral race. The media shall have had a big contribu-

tion in the misinformation of the electorate.  

 

AZAPO contends that the 2019 General Elections con-

stitute a new race in which all the athletes (political 

parties) must start at the beginning and run an equal 

distance. For all intents and purposes, some political 

parties start ahead of others and run only 20m of the 

100m race. That is not only unfair, but it is a travesty 

of this multiparty democracy.  

 

VOTE AZAPO 
 

Next week Wednesday, millions of our people will go 

to the polls to vote for the government of their choice. 

As AZAPO, we would like to urge our people to do the 

sensible thing and vote for AZAPO. 

 

But why should people vote for AZAPO? Here are 

some of the reasons why people should vote for 

AZAPO. 

 

As we have said in the past, AZAPO is not an alterna-

tive but it represents the truth. There can never be an 

alternative to the truth. AZAPO is the truth in that it is 

the only movement that is the genuine custodian of 

the aspirations of Black people. It is the movement 

that has as its core mission the restoration of dignity 

of Black people and will work tirelessly at getting rid 

of any obstacle that undermines Black dignity. 

 

The first obstacle that undermines the dignity of 

Black people is that Black people have been robbed of 

their land by European settlers and have lost owner-

ship and authority of the land of their forebears. It is 

this land dispossession that is the primary source of 

poverty of Black people. Because Black people have 

no land, they are poor. They are forced to live in 

shacks in overcrowded shanty ghettos such as Gug-

ulethu, Alexandra, Snake Park, Chris Hani and Ivory 

Park. AZAPO has to reverse this. 

 

The brutal land theft has also reduced the capacity of  
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Black people to be economically active.  While our 

forefathers  were great farmers in livestock and in 

vegetable farming, the skill of farming has been lost 

and the majority of people do not have farming skills, 

resulting in their deep poverty. 

 

AZAPO wants to use your vote to reverse the land 

theft and redistribute the land to the people so that 

they can produce food for themselves and build hous-

es for themselves. AZAPO will create a conducive en-

vironment for economic growth and this will result in 

the creation of more jobs. People who produce their 

own food, who build their own shelter, who manufac-

ture things that they need such as clothing are free. 

And people who are free have dignity. 

Armed with the potent ideology of Black Conscious-

ness, AZAPO will unleash the potential of Black peo-

ple and make them to believe in themselves. When 

people believe in themselves, they become masters of 

their own destiny and locate the solution of their 

problems within themselves. And when you have a 

population that sees itself as the author of its destiny, 

you have a free people. The government would not 

need to pass a legislation that forces people to play 

their own music and to watch their own movies to 

counter cultural imperialism. This would be a natural 

development. 

 

AZAPO will destroy the colonial architecture of the 

economy and create an economy that serves the in-

terests of Black people. 

 

AZAPO will build a strong State anchored on the re-

spect of Black people. Under an AZAPO administra-

tion, skill and academic qualification would be the 

key criteria and not the applicant’s political affilia-

tion for appointment in a State department. AZAPO 

would build strong institutions of governance so that 

all people are equal before the law. 

 

Using BC as its guiding philosophy, AZAPO will build 

a caring civil service. If you have a caring nurse, pa-

tients would be well looked after in public hospitals. 

Caring teachers would ensure that our children re-

ceive the best quality education in our public schools. 

Caring police officers would not abuse victims of 

crime but would work tirelessly to ensure that the 

criminals are brought to justice. 

 

Politicians who are baptized in BC would have an un-

dying love for Black people and their country. Politi-

cians who respect themselves and love their country 

would not steal from the public purse. This is 

AZAPO’s remedy to corruption that has become so 

rife in our country. 

 

We urge our people to vote AZAPO because in doing 

that, they would be affirming themselves. AZAPO is 

not an off-shoot of any political party. It is not a new 

player in the political scene. Our movement has a 

proud history of 50 years. This movement was 

formed by towering political giants such as Bantu Bi-

ko, Ranwedzi Nengwekhulu and Mosibudi Mangena. 

Since its formation, AZAPO has always been the 

champion of the interests of Black people. It is a mis-

sion that AZAPO will never betray. But AZAPO can 

only fulfil this mission if our people vote for AZAPO 

on May 8. 

 

THE OLD SOUTH AFRICAN FLAG... 
 

At the height of colonial and apartheid repression, 

AZAPO coined the slogan “Phansi na mabhunu 

as’thandayo”. Down with the settlers who love us! 

The slogan was crafted in response to the liberals 

who wanted to join our struggle so that they can pre-

scribe to Black people how we should respond to 

white oppression.  

 

AZAPO was clear. The liberals who believed that colo-

nialism and apartheid were oppressive policies 

should rather use their energies to educate their 

white counterparts and not lecture Black people 

about how to fight oppression.    3 
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AZAPO’s position was that it was better for white peo-

ple to state their honest position, as repugnant it may 

be, than to fool people by pretending that they identi-

fy with the struggling masses of Azania. 

 

This week saw the Nelson Mandela Foundation taking 

the Afri-Forum to the Equality Court, pleading with 

the court to issue an order that will outlaw the public 

display of the old South African flag. What a waste of 

time and resources! 

 

 

For a long period, it was almost impossible to find a 

white person who did not support apartheid and colo-

nialism. After 1994, suddenly every white person was 

progressive and would argue that he or she was a 

clandestine supporter of the liberation movement. 

Lies! 

 

The value of the racist right-wingers is that they are 

honest in their hatred of the new political dispensa-

tion. They do not hide the fact that they yearn for the 

old apartheid South Africa. Instead of launching legal 

challenges to force them to go underground, we 

should allow them to expose their hatred for the new 

political order. This way, we would know where they 

stand; and we can engage them appropriately. 

 

We know who are loyal to the old South African flag. 

We know that this group is against Black majority 

rule. We know that this group is against land repos-

session and economic transformation. Our role as so-

ciety should not be to force them underground, but we 

should expose their immorality and show them that 

the only way we can have a stable and prosperous 

country is when we have adequately addressed the 

legacy of colonialism and apartheid.  

 

One more thing we can learn about the arrogant dis-

play of the apartheid flag by the right-wingers is that 

there must be some power base on which their racist 

arrogance is anchored. That is because they still enjoy 

the economic power, which makes the wealth and in-

come gap to be in their favour. 

 

That power is demonstrated by the fact that Black 

people are made to sing the colonial Die Stem, which 

is a reactionary song that celebrates land disposses-

sion and slavery of Black people. The irony is that the 

Nelson Mandela Foundation knows everything about 

how that racist anthem was mixed up with Nkosi 

Sikelel' iAfrika. That is perhaps why the Foundation 

will see no contradiction in proudly embracing one 

apartheid symbol (Die Stem) and rejecting the other 

(racist flag). 

 

For as long as the development of Black people is 

postponed, white people will continue to despise 

Black people. They will continue to call us monkeys; 

and we will continue to run to the Equality Courts to 

complain that whites call us monkeys. The real prob-

lem is to be treated like a monkey. If Black people 

were not treated like monkeys, they would not be 

called monkeys. 

 

If Black people were in power, nobody would call 

them monkeys. Similarly, nobody would be flying 

apartheid flags if Black people were in power. Every-

one would know their place. 

 

If Black people were in power, they would not be rely-

ing on courts of law to enforce equality. They would 

use their political power to lift themselves to positions 

of economic development that would make them 

equal to others in society. 

 

Black Power is the most reliable equalising weapon in 

a white supremacist world. With Black Power, you are 

assured that the real fight would be taken to institu-

tional racism which gives rise to individual white rac-

ists. Once we floor the racists, there would be no one 

to fly the apartheid flag. 

    4 
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The Azanian People’s Organisation would like to thank 

most sincerely all the people who voted for AZAPO in 

the May 8 National and Provincial Elections. 

 

In order to understand the results of the elections, it is 

important to appreciate that elections in a bourgeois 

democracy are essentially about resources. Parties with 

deep pockets are able to launch much more effective 

campaigns and convince the voters to vote for them. 

The current political system also serves the interests of 

the incumbent. For example, parties that are represent-

ed in Parliament are given money to run their affairs. 

However, this money is allocated proportionally to the 

number of seats that each party has in parliament. In 

other words, the governing party gets a lion’s share of 

this allocation. Parties, such as AZAPO, that are not in 

parliament do not get State funding. 

 

Private companies also tend to fund political parties 

that, in their view, best represent their business inter-

ests. In other words, parties that champion the inter-

ests of monopoly capital are likely to get funding be-

cause they would ensure capitalism as a system is safe. 

This explains why leftist parties such as AZAPO attract 

virtually no funding from the corporates. 

 

The other variable in the elections fortunes of a politi-

cal party is its ability to manipulate voters. Some par-

ties would attract voters by making false promises, 

while others would appeal to voters by exploiting their 

fears as we have seen with the growth of the right-wing 

party such as the Freedom Front Plus. AZAPO has re-

sisted the temptation of voter manipulation and opt-

ed to heed the advice of Amilcar Cabral when he stated: 

“Tell no lies, claim no easy victories.” AZAPO’s main 

message for this election was that there was no magic 

wand but that Black people, inspired by Black Con-

sciousness, should use education to be the masters of 

their destiny. When they are in charge of their land, 

they should grow the economy so that they can create 

jobs for themselves and produce food to feed them-

selves. 

AZAPO has always maintained that the oppression of 

Black people by whites was not an accident of history 

and that no amount of pleading will convince the white 

people to stop exploiting Black people, but rather Black 

people should assert their political and economic free-

dom so that they can attain self-determination. Black 

people have secured political freedom, but economic 
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freedom remains a mirage, flickering in the horizon. 

In the run up to this election, virtually all parties 

made promises of creating the much-needed jobs. But 

this is an empty promise because sustainable jobs can 

only be created in an environment of economic 

growth. In other words, the private sector must come 

to the party and so far, the private sector has been 

reluctant to invest in the growth of the economy. 

The other variable in the election was the element of 

the disgruntled voter. Millions of our people who feel 

betrayed by the lack of delivery by the governing par-

ty decided that they would shun the polls. In some 

areas where people have specific complaints against 

the government such as Vuwani and some parts of 

the Eastern Cape, people did not only boycott the 

elections but actively worked to discourage others 

from voting. This is regrettable because those who 

are not happy with the status quo should in fact have 

a stronger motive to vote against the current govern-

ment. But many of our people are trapped in the false 

belief that there is no alternative to the governing 

party. For them, it is either the governing party or 

nothing. This does not produce any change. 

 

After the results of this election were officially re-

leased, AZAPO was subjected to the same question 

that the movement gets after every election: Voters 

are seemingly rejecting you, is it not time to close 

shop? When AZAPO members are confronted with 

this question, they should remember that AZAPO has 

a historic mission, that of restoring the dignity of 

Black people by first repossessing the land and estab-

lish a Black Consciousness inspired government that 

will champion the interests of Black people through 

quality education, quality health and other progres-

sive programs designed to destroy the colonial archi-

tecture of the economy. This is why AZAPO exists and 

it will continue to exist for as long as the majority of 

Black people are landless and stay in mikhukhu. 

AZAPO will continue to exist for as long as Black peo-

ple are trapped in poverty without basic services 

such as water and sanitation. AZAPO will continue to 

exist for as long as Black people are living without 

hope because AZAPO is the hope of Black people. 

 

In the next few days, a new cabinet would be an-

nounced, and things will continue very much like be-

fore. The plea that we make to Black people is that we 

should not disengage from our political system. We 

have no other country but this one and we should 

make it work. AZAPO should lead Black people to 

campaign for stronger institutions of governance so 

that the corrupt are not allowed to capture the State 

for their benefits and their friends in the private sec-

tor. AZAPO should lead Black people in programs that 

advance the interests of Black people such as sup-

porting the call for quality education and quality 

health care in all our public healthcare facilities. 

 

The battles to champion the interests of the majority 

Black people can be waged from everywhere, includ-

ing in legislatures, but are not confined to parliament. 

The struggle against ignorance and for the restora-

tion of the dignity of Black people continues and must 

be intensified.  

 

“IS BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS  

STILL RELEVANT?”  
 

That was the strangest of questions AZAPO President 

and his co-panellists were subjected to on an SABC 

programme known as Unfiltered this past Sunday. 

This is a question that predates the democratic era  
2 
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which started with the 1994 General Elections. This 

irrelevant and baseless question is not about to cease 

to exist.  

 

The question is baseless and uninformed in many 

ways. The first question to ask, as a way of exposing 

how politically and theoretically empty is the ques-

tion, is: “What is Black Consciousness?”  The answer 

to that is obvious.  BC is a philosophy. 

That is not enough. You need to ask yet another ques-

tion.  What is a philosophy?  Steve Biko and his Com-

rades in the Black Consciousness Movement an-

swered that question more than 50 years ago.  And 

AZAPO has kept the explanation alive ever since.  The 

answer has always been that BC is a way of life and 

an attitude of mind.  More specifically, BC is the way 

of life of Black people and their attitude of mind that 

is given rise to by their very same way of life.  Those 

who use difficult language would say BC is the exis-

tential conditions of Black people which engenders a 

definite collective mindset.  Nowadays, those who are 

“woke” call it the Black Condition. 

 

Of what intellectual relevance would then be the next 

question? “Is the way of life of Black people and their 

attitude of mind relevant?”  If you did not notice, your 

attention is drawn to the fact that this intellectually 

bankrupt question is the same as the serial one, “Is 

Black Consciousness still relevant?” 

 

There is therefore nothing as irrelevant as asking if 

the Black Condition is relevant.  It is the reality of the 

life of Black people.  It is not of their choosing.  Their 

choosing resides in the fact that they have used BC as 

an ideology to change their political and economic 

circumstances.  That is what is referred to as the 

struggle for Land, Liberation and Socialism under a 

protracted movement of the Azanian Revolution. 

The relevant question that could have been relevant 

would have been to ask if the political organisations 

that champion Black Consciousness are still relevant.  

There would still be a need to qualify the relevance.  

Relevant for what?  If the question arises with re-

gards to the poor performance of AZAPO in the Elec-

tions, the right question would be to ask if the strate-

gies used by AZAPO in contesting Elections are rele-

vant for it to grab the attention of the voters.  That 

question makes intellectual sense.  And that is the 

question that AZAPO should strategically answer to 

turn its political fortunes around.  Judging by 

AZAPO’s electoral performance, the truth is that 

AZAPO needs to change its strategy. 

The point we have clarified here is that the poor elec-

tion results of AZAPO is not directly linked to the re-

jection of BC by the electorate. Not at all. On the con-

trary, some organisations with resources have used 

some BC pronouncements with huge success. 

 

Lastly, if you look at the poor election results of Chris-

tianity-aligned political parties, you would expect 

that another foolish question would be asked all the 

time: “Is Christianity still relevant?”  

 

SWEARING IN STALEMATE  
 

The country is about to be held at ransom after the 

ruling party’s Deputy President David Mabuza’s post-

ponement of his swearing in as a Member of Parlia-

ment.  His President Ramaphosa hastily issued a 

statement explaining that Mabuza “made the request 

in light of a report by the ANC Integrity Commission 

in which he is alleged to have prejudiced the integrity 

of the ANC and brought the organisation into disre-

pute”. 

   3 



4 

 

If the much-vaunted “tradition” of the ANC’s Deputy 

President also becoming the country’s Deputy Presi-

dent, and followed by an expectation to succeed the 

President, is anything to go by, then the country 

should expect that there might be a temporary but 

unsettling void in the appointment of a Deputy Presi-

dent. 

 

What is puzzling is why would this Commission call to 

question some names only on the eve of the swearing 

in of Members of Parliament into the National Assem-

bly.  The ANC NEC saw nothing wrong with all the 

names despite many of them were said to not pass the 

integrity or morality test.  Some of the names were 

already mentioned in the State of Capture Report, 

while others cropped up every now and then at the 

Zondo Commission in connection with corruption.  

Other candidates were found by the courts of law to 

have lied under oath.  But the ruling party still be-

lieved the integrity of all the names in its List were 

beyond reproach. 

 

Apparently, the so-called Integrity Commission tabled 

a report at the party’s recent National Executive Com-

mittee (NEC) meeting where issues were raised about 

some people it thought were not worthy of availing 

themselves for public office. 

 

In a strange move, the NEC did table its List before its 

Commission, which then felt incapacitated because it 

did not have the sufficient powers to remove some 

dubious names from the List other than recommend-

ing to the same NEC, which seemed happy with the 

List.  It is not clear why would the “dirty” List be taken 

to the voters for endorsement in its questionable 

form.  It is now history that the many voters endorsed 

the “dirty” List.  What cannot be known for sure is 

whether the 10 million that stayed away from the 

polls were in fact disgusted by being taken for granted 

by some political parties.  However, it could still be 

argued that the voters had some alternatives from 

which to choose. 

 

Some of the names the ANC Integrity Commission re-

portedly proposed for disqualification include David 

Mabuza, Gwede Mantashe, Bathabile Dlamini, Nomvu-

la Mokonyane, Fikile Mbalula, Thabang Makwetla and 

Zizi Kodwa.  Already, two of the ANC Top 6 has been 

fingered here.  Though not named by the ANC Com-

mission, almost the entire Top 6 has been mentioned 

in a bad light in many other processes.  ANC’s Maga-

shule’s name has been popping up like a popcorn eve-

ry time corrupt names are mentioned.  There is a 

whole book written about his alleged scandals.  He has 

done nothing other than to threaten to take the author 

to court.  That remains a blank shot for now.  Rama-

phosa has still to fully explain how it came about that 

his party’s presidential campaign was bankrolled by a 

corrupt business organisation like Bosasa.  He blew 

hot and cold and retracted some of his initial state-

ments in parliament.  What an embarrassment for the 

“New Dawn”, which had all of a sudden become a New 

Down. 

 

It remains to be seen if Ramaphosa will dump the man 

who helped him win the ANC Presidency with a nar-

row 24 votes.  Meanwhile, the so-called Zuma faction 

that is holding Ramaphosa by the scruff of the neck 

through its numerical strength in the NEC is said to be 

putting forward the name of Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma 

for the country’s Deputy President. 

    4 
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It appears like a caucused position among journalists. 

The mainstream media has consistently described Sa-

rah Khumalo as “the first black African woman” to 

summit Mount Everest.  

Like a scratched record, every news reader talks about 

“the first black African…..”  

 

Imagine the following description: Theresa May is the 

second white European to become the British Prime 

Minister, after the first white European woman, Marga-

ret Thatcher. That sounds odd, right? Yes. Do we ever 

see the need to put a pronoun before European? Have 

you ever heard of anything like Frank Bruno is the first 

black European to fight Gerrie Coetzee? Ridiculous! 

 

As much as we all know that Europeans are Europeans 

and they are white, we also know that Afrikans are Af-

rikans and they are black. Pan Africanist revolutionary 

leader Kwame Ture offered a helpful description in 

this regard. “We are tired of being described as African 

American, or African Caribbean. We are Africans, peri-

od! And in case you were wondering who is an Afri-

can, by African we mean those who look like us.” 

 

Words are powerful. Words are not neutral. They have 

meaning. This is why we should be careful in how 

words are used. In the context of the anti-colonial 

struggle, which AZAPO is waging, we should always 

remember that the biggest struggle is the struggle 

against forgetting. Over the passage of time, those who 

control the tools of indoctrination, such as the media 

and even formal education, use language to re-write 

history and shape our thoughts according to their pre-

ferred narrative. 

 

In their early days of their arrival, the Europeans re-

ferred to themselves as settlers, or voortrekkers. Later 

they referred to themselves as Europeans and referred 

to Afrikans as non-Europeans. They then called them-

selves whites. Now that they have realised the need to 

exploit Afrika and to give us a false belief that they are 

loyal to the Afrikan continent, they prefer to be called 

Afrikans. Because everybody who is in Afrika has be-

come known as Afrikan, the real Afrikan must have a 

new label - black Afrikan. 

 

It does not end there. Because of their cultural domi-

nance, white people have convinced many of us that 

insisting on referring to Black people as the only Afri-

kan people is racist. And hence everybody is now an 

Afrikan. 

 

It gets more complicated. The primary objective of the 

liberation movement – AZAPO, the Pan Africanist  
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Congress of Azania (PAC) and the African National 

Congress (ANC) – was the return of the land from the 

European land thieves and their descendants to the 

Afrikan people. But with the corruption of the lan-

guage, there are people who say categorisation of the 

people as Afrikans and non-Afrikans is racist and di-

visive.  

 

In fact, the Freedom Charter, which was adopted by 

the ANC in 1955, which triggered the split by African-

ists led by Professor Mangaliso Sobukwe to form the 

PAC, goes a step further. The Freedom Charter says 

the land shall belong to all those who work it. Essen-

tially, the Afrikan who was dispossessed of the land 

by the European settlers has no special claim to the 

land, according to the Freedom Charter doctrine. This 

is why exponents of the Freedom Charter such as Ter-

ror Lekota repeatedly ask: “When you say you are 

going to expropriate land and give it to our people, 

who are these people who will lose land? And who 

are your people to whom land shall be given?”  

 

Those who control tools of indoctrination have not 

only convinced a section of the liberation movement 

of the inappropriateness of describing Afrikans as 

Afrikans but are steadily making progress into mak-

ing many people doubt the appropriateness of some 

of the remedial actions designed to deal with the lega-

cy of colonialism and apartheid such as Black Eco-

nomic Empowerment (BEE), Employment Equity 

(EE) and Affirmative Action (AA). Increasingly, Af-

firmative Action and Employment Equity are seen as 

racism in reverse. There is no acknowledgement of 

the past and the fact that Afrikans were robbed of 

their land and also denied economic opportunities 

that were made available to white people. Apologists 

of colonialism and apartheid hype up the merit as-

pects and totally ignore the reality that Afrikans and 

white people are not starting from the same position. 

 

We should always remember that ours is a struggle 

against colonialism and for the repossession of the 

land from European settlers. We should resist the 

temptation of politically ambiguous words designed 

to foster artificial unity between Black people and 

white people with the sole purpose of diluting our 

quest to attain the land and economic liberation as 

Black people. That is why we should be Black Con-

scious. This would require that we actively expose the 

fake rainbow diet that we are being fed by those who 

would like us to believe that 27 April 1994 marked 

the end of our political oppression and economic ex-

ploitation. 

Words are powerful. If you hunt a rabbit and bring it 

home, and give it to your daughter as a pet, she would 

be traumatised when one day you slaughter the rab-

bit for a meal. Although we should aspire to live in a 

country that has attained racial reconciliation, we 

should not pretend that we are not different people, 

with different fears and aspirations. We are not black 

Afrikans, we are just Afrikans! 

 

THE MYTH OF THE REDUCTION  

OF MINISTRIES   
 

President Ramaphosa stuck to his promise and re-

duced the Ministries from 36 to 28.  He deserves a 

thumbs-up for keeping his promise on that one.  The 

promise was based on the claim that the reduction 

would help the country save money that could be 

used on more important areas towards developing 

South Africa. 

 

For the record, former President Thabo Mbeki had 26 

Ministers and 10 Deputy Ministers in his second Cabi-

net in 2004.  Ramaphosa had 36 Ministers and 34 

Deputy Ministers, which he inherited from Jacob Zu-

ma.  If you include Ramaphosa and his Deputy David 

Mabuza, that means you had 72 members in the na-

tional executive.  For the 2018/19 financial year, Ma-

buza earned R2.8 million per year, while each  

2 



3 

 

Minister earned R2.4 million and R1.97 million for 

each Deputy Minister.  That adds up to R156.5 million 

that was drained by the national executive from the 

fiscus on salaries alone. 

If you consider 26+10 Mbeki had in his second Cabi-

net, Ramaphosa only made a shy gesture cut, which 

now stands at 28+34.  After his much-talked about 

reduction, the number of Deputy Ministers remains 

the same at 34.  AZAPO is therefore adamant that this 

is not a cut but a scratch.  There is really not much to 

be excited and shout about from the rooftops of the 

ruling elite’s mansions. 

 

We need to go further and evaluate how the reduc-

tion promise was implemented.  The immediate strik-

ing thing is that the reduction was done mainly 

through the merging of some Ministries like, for in-

stance, Higher Education and Science & Technology. 

There should still be some technical explanation that 

should follow because the merging of Ministries is 

not necessarily the same as merging Government De-

partments.  

 

For instance, it is possible to merge the Ministries of 

Higher Education and Basic Education and still main-

tain the two Departmental streams under different 

Directors-General (DGs) with some minor restructur-

ing here and there where there might be duplications 

in those Departments.  While we know that, constitu-

tionally speaking, Deputy Ministers are not part of 

Cabinet, but their increase does have structural and 

budgetary implications.  

 

The mergers, which can hardly be viewed as serious 

reduction, raise eyebrows when it comes to the Min-

istries of Higher Education and Science & Technology.  

The reason is that the departmental stream of Sci-

ence and Technology developed in the womb of the 

then Department of Arts and Culture in the 1990s.  

The 1996 White Paper on Science and Technology, 

plus the 2002 National Research and Development 

Strategy strengthened the national paradigm that 

South Africa had to follow the development path of 

shifting from a mineral resources-based economy to a 

knowledge-based one. 

 

The thinking above led to a move where Science & 

Technology was freed from the Department of Arts 

and Culture once it was effectively incubated.  In 

2004 a stand-alone Department of Science & Technol-

ogy was established under the leadership of Minister 

Mosibudi Mangena, who was AZAPO President at the 

same time.  There was full appreciation of the fact 

that Science & Technology was a crosscutting Depart-

ment, that could not be expected to achieve its mis-

sion and focus if it was submerged under another and 

bigger Department. 

 

We have to explain that we are not making a case for 

the Department of Science and Technology, but mere-

ly examining the strength of the reasoning of some of 

the mergers in the light of what we were told as a na-

tion.  We say this knowing that bundling and unbun-

dling is a perpetual yoyo toy of the ruling party.  They 

seem to specialise in blowing dust into the house and 

then promise to sweep the dust after the citizens 

have suffered and died from the hazardous effects of 

the dust.   

 

The nation is still waiting for the promised unbun-

dling of Eskom.  Of course, that does not mean the 

unbundling, which may amount to the privatisation of 

Eskom, is welcome.  This point is made to show that 

there was a time when the nation was told the solu-

tion was the bundling of Eskom.  And now the nation 

is told the solution to the bundling is the unbundling.  

Who can forget the bundling, and unbundling of the 

universities at a huge waste of resources and time of 

the nation? 

 

In a nutshell, AZAPO is not excited by the mergers 

because they are not what the nation was told they 

would be.  Far from being a reduction, they are mer-

gers that achieve nothing tangible in terms of saving 

the purse of the nation.   
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The citizens should never forget that the increase in 

the ministries was never done to address the develop-

mental changes of the country.  The increase hap-

pened because the ruling party leaders and their fac-

tions wanted to deliver patronage to their factional 

mercenaries.  The money of the taxpayers was used to 

thank those who fought on the side of the winning fac-

tion.  Redundant ministries were created to give em-

ployment to factional “chiefs”. 

 

Despite his initial good intentions, Ramaphosa was 

confronted by the same need to thank those who 

fought on the side of his faction.  That is the reason 

why his reduction amounted to mergers that main-

tained the status quo he had promised to correct. 

 

AZAPO has always maintained that the structural du-

plication that requires urgent attention is the aboli-

tion of Provincial Governments where substantial sav-

ing would take place. Also, expertise would be redi-

rected to the Local Government where they are need-

ed most.  Azanians should never forget that the Pro-

vincial Governments were also created to appease the 

white minority interests and keep the enemy and its 

puppets safe in their racist and apartheid jobs, which 

had become irrelevant and repugnant in a constitu-

tional democracy. 

 

ON THE MEND 
 

The AZAPO Standing Committee met immediately af-

ter the announcement of the 2019 Election Results to 

reflect on the organisation’s performance.  The Prov-

inces, Regions and Branches were also directed to 

meet and do a critical appraisal of the organisation’s 

performance. 

 

On 6-9 June 2019 AZAPO will convene its Central 

Committee session where all its Structures will meet 

and chart the way forward.  An undertaking has been 

made that this will be a gloves-off session where diffi-

cult questions will be asked and answered. 

 

The foremost question that arises from the reflections 

is why it is that Black Consciousness is gaining popu-

larity and momentum, yet this does not translate into 

votes for AZAPO?  BC’s ascendancy in all spheres of 

society dismisses the malicious doubt of the rele-

vance of BC.  There is also no doubt where the seeds of 

the BC come from.  It is the hard work of AZAPO and 

the Black Consciousness Movement over the decades 

of the liberation struggle.  Significantly, such hard 

work and contributions came at a high price and sacri-

fice to the members of the BCM.  Some lost they lives 

and homes, while others found it difficult to practice 

and grow their careers by reason of their association 

with AZAPO. 

 

Many more reflective questions are being asked by the 

members.  Is the problem with the strategies of 

AZAPO in the era of electoral democracy?  Could it be 

that AZAPO needs to reconfigure itself from a libera-

tion movement organ into a modern parliamentary 

party?  What about abandoning parliamentary politics 

and concentrating on the political, cultural and spir-

itual development of the Azanian people?  There are 

those Comrades who say all the mentioned things can-

not happen if AZAPO does not ascend to State power, 

because you need that power and resources to realise 

the aspirations of Black people and ensure that Biko 

and millions others did not die in vain.  

 

A more radical call has come from the women and 

young people who push for a takeover by women and 

young people into the leadership of AZAPO.  Women 

worry that the last time women were Presidents in 

the BCM was Cde Winnie Kgware in the first leader-

ship of BPC in 1972, and Cde Nombulelo Kobus (now 

Mkefa) in the 1979 AZAPO leadership.  They say 

AZAPO needs youthful energy and drive.  They have 

come to believe that the leadership is conservative 

and not brave enough to try new and fresh ideas.  

Some Comrades call the bluff of young people and ask 

what have they been waiting for all along?  Do you re-

ally have to be in the leadership of a mass organisation to 

do the right thing? 

 

The Central Committee will be the one to answer these diffi-

cult questions. 
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The South African economic ship is directionless. The 

ruling party, which is its captain, is steering it straight 

to a mountain of an iceberg.  The economy is in a simi-

lar situation of the Titanic ship, which was considered 

“unsinkable” until it actually sunk after hitting an ice-

berg.  The tragedy of the Titanic wreckage is the lead-

ership of that ship pretended that nothing was happen-

ing when the ship was in fact sinking.  They were still 

wining and dining as though nothing wrong was hap-

pening.  

 

We thought of the story of that “unsinkable” ship when 

Statistician General Risenga Maluleke announced on 

Tuesday that the South African economy shrunk by 

3.2% in the first quarter of 2019.  This is the first major 

contraction since 2009 when the economy dropped by 

6.1% in the first quarter during that global economic 

meltdown.  One of the sectors that suffered most is the 

manufacturing with the drop of 8.8%.  This means the 

worsening of the plight of the poor people, who are 

generally Black people.  

 

This monumental disaster happens when we already 

know that about 10 million people are jobless, while 

30 million people live below the poverty line.  We need 

to emphasise that this contraction of the economy hap-

pened when the ANC was in power, and when Cyril 

Ramaphosa was the country’s President with his prom-

ises of “Thuma Mina” and “New Dawn”.  In other 

words, when the people were promised gold and silver 

if they voted to give the ruling party another 5 years in 

power, the gold and silver had already gone under the 

drain. 

 

As the Titanic leadership were wining and dining at the 

Pretoria-based Results Operations Centre where 

Ramaphosa announced economic reform plans to fix 

what he refers to as “9 lost years”, the horses had al-

ready bolted.  There were no horses for the people to 

ride. 

 

It explains why it was only 27 million of the 37 million 

eligible voters who went on to register to vote for the 

2019 Elections.  Add to that picture that only 17 mil-

lion of that 27 million registered voters who ended up 

voting.  All in all, 20 million “voters” gave the South 

African political and economic system under the ruling 

party a loud vote of no confidence! 

 

This paints a sorry picture of a leaderless country.  The 

leadership void is clearly manifested in the policy may-

hem that is tearing the ruling capacity of the ANC into 

pieces. Both their last Conferences found the ruling 

party painting itself into a corner by adopting policies  
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that are in conflict with its general economic line.  

And this happened because the ruling party was 

“stealing stolen goods”. 

 

During the Jacob Zuma administration, the ruling par-

ty took a political posture of “radical economic trans-

formation” (RET) whose beat, rhythm and sound had 

nothing to do with them.  The problem is not that 

they told a lie; but that they believed that lie.  Their 

competition with the EFF messed them up big time.  

The EFF called the ruling party’s bluff by moving a 

motion in parliament to expropriate the land without 

compensation.  In a mode of knee-jerk reaction, the 

ruling party rejected the land reform proposal being 

oblivious to the fact that it had already adopted a sim-

ilar position under the duress of populism and politi-

cal opportunism.  In a sense, the ruling party became 

jealous of the immediate public appeal of this pro-

posed policy by the EFF.  But the EFF was not shy to 

tell the people of the Pan Afrikanist and Black Con-

sciousness origin of those policies. 

 

Around this time in 2018, parliament adopted a wa-

tered down “land expropriation without compensa-

tion” motion after the EFF agreed to the ANC’s nega-

tive amendment.  What was adopted was now talking 

about expropriating unused patches of barren land in 

a manner that would not undermine food security 

and economic sustainability.  We now have what the 

EFF did not want, nor what the ANC is prepared to 

implement in the face of hostile capitalism and impe-

rialism.  Notwithstanding that the policy position 

adopted was no longer on land but soil, Ramaphosa 

was summoned by the imperialist leaders like Trump, 

May and Merkel to explain the “silly things” that the 

ruling party was busy mumbling.  That is the leader-

less situation South Africa finds itself in. 

 

Yet on that Tuesday of the announcement of the pass-

ing of that compromised policy (amendment of Sec-

tion 25 of the Constitution), the rand experienced a 

huge drop of 1.4% to R11.75 to the dollar.  A Black 

Conscious organisation like AZAPO is the first to 

know that its socialist policies do not impress the 

rand.  We know that the rand and the capitalist mar-

kets would panic in terms of flight and depreciation 

of the rand.  But AZAPO would transform the funda-

mentals of the capitalist economy before it imple-

mented its socialist policies.  It would not implement 

socialist policies in a capitalist economic system.  

That does not work.  The mess is even more smelly if 

the capitalist economy punishes the poor people for 

the empty threats by the black managerial class to 

implement socialist-sounding policies which they do 

not believe in, in the first place. 

 

It is perhaps becoming clearer why AZAPO would not 

get funding from the capitalist companies, which fund 

capitalist political parties. 

 

Another policy mess that is presently compromising 

the economy is the speaking of the ruling party with a 

forked tongue on the question on the South African 

Reserve Bank (SARB).  As a socialist organisation, 

AZAPO adopted from its inception the policy position 

of the nationalisation of the Reserve Bank based on 

its socialist line of a Centrally Planned Economy.  The 

EFF was able to shout about the nationalisation of the 

SARB through its sound amplifiers. Once again, politi-

cal jealousy crept in.  The nationalisation line, which 

is more commonly linked to a socialist economy, was 

adopted by the ruling party.  

 

The ruling party campaigned on the line of the SARB 

nationalisation so as to sound a bit radical.  Now that 

the voter believed that he has voted for the nationali-

sation of the SARB, the ruling party is already talking 

a different language.  They have now dumped their 

conference policy position of nationalising the SARB 

as they promised the voters. The billionaire or capi-

talist that Ramaphosa is, he would never have al-

lowed the implementation of a policy that tampers 
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with the private ownership of the SARB.  In its recent 

“NEC Lekgotla”, the ruling party’s Secretary General 

promised the nation at a media briefing that the SARB 

was to be nationalised.  Several ruling party leaders, 

including Minister of Finance Tito Mboweni, immedi-

ately contradicted that public announcement by 

promising the capitalist markets that the SARB would 

remain untouched as a privately-owned entity. Rama-

phosa has now made it clear in a statement that the 

nationalisation of the SARB is indeed the ruling par-

ty’s policy, but it would not be implemented by the 

government because it was not a wise policy move. 

 

Karl Marx’s peer Proudhon wrote a book with the ti-

tle “Philosophy of Poverty”.  Marx responded by writ-

ing a book with the title “Poverty of Philosophy” as a 

critique to Proudhon’s.  It may just be that South Afri-

ca has no poverty of leadership, but only a leadership 

of poverty.  

 

UNFAIR TREATMENT OF  

BLACK MEDICAL DOCTORS 
 

Our political ancestor, Bantu Biko once observed that 

“the most potent tool in the hands of the oppressor is 

the mind of the oppressed”. This is very profound.  

   

There are many instances where the behaviour of the 

governing party confirms Biko’s prophetic words. Re-

cently, hundreds of Black health professionals have 

been complaining that Discovery has destroyed their 

businesses. The health professionals, mainly GPs, say 

that many of their colleagues have been pushed out of 

business because of the bullying tactics by Discovery. 

The doctors say the medical scheme administrator 

has blacklisted many of them and advised patients 

not to use their services and that should they use the 

services of these Black professionals, the medical aid 

would not settle the medical bills. 

 

Black doctors say they have been subjected to unfair 

audits which only targeted Black health professionals. 

There was a huge outcry in the media, following the 

apparent targeting of Black professionals. 

 

And what was the response of the Black government? 

A media statement condemning the practice, basically 

saying that no medical scheme administrator has a 

right to withhold payments which are due to health 

professionals.  

The government does not seem to fully appreciate the 

power it wields. Government cannot join the verbal 

condemnations of those perpetrating injustices on 

others. It must act to ensure that justice is done. 

 

But the bigger problem is that of Black people. Black 

people are the majority of more than 80 percent in 

this country, yet they often complain against racism 

perpetrated by the minority. Black people must un-

derstand that the racism that is visited on them on a 

daily basis is not by accident. No amount of preaching 

is going to convert racists to suddenly treat Black 

people with dignity. Black people have to effectively 

decide to render the white man irrelevant. 

 

There is a Black government in this country. Black 

people are a majority in this country. Why is it that 

Black people cannot form their own institutions, in-

cluding the Medical Schemes, that will not discrimi-

nate against Black people? Why?  

 

Why should Black people beg white people to accept 

money of Black people? This is simply absurd. 

 

If Black people can be organised and establish their 

own institutions, they would not be subjected to rac-

ism. In fact, white businesses would beg them for 

business. But the starting point is the freeing of the 

mind first. Like Biko said, “the most potent weapon in 

the hands of the oppressor is the mind of the op-

pressed.”  
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FOCUS ON QUALITY EDUCATION  

IN TOWNSHIPS 

 

Gauteng Premier David Makhura has caved in follow-

ing public pressure and re-appointed Panyaza Lesufi 

back to the post of MEC for Education in the province. 

If comments by members of the public are a barome-

ter of performance, it can be concluded that Lesufi has 

been doing a good job. 

 

One of the key performance indicators in education is 

the matric results. In the last matric results, Gauteng 

has out-performed Western Cape to become the best 

performing province in the country. For that, Lesufi 

has our unqualified support. 

 

Lesufi is a hands-on politician. He had made it his mis-

sion to ensure that former white public schools, also 

known as Model C schools, are opened to all races. It is 

a fact that many white parents, using powers of school 

governing bodies that are almost exclusively white, 

devised several tricks to keep black learners away 

from these schools. Some of the most potent tools for 

exclusion are language and addresses of the applicant 

learner. In other words, the SGB would pass a resolu-

tion that states that the medium of instruction at a 

particular school would be Afrikaans. Many Afrikan 

parents would not like their children to learn in Afri-

kaans and this would be an effective barrier to entry. 

The SGB would also insist that children from the near-

by suburbs, within the 5km radius, should be given 

preference to children coming out of the area where 

the school is located. This meant the exclusion of 

many children coming from the townships. 

 

To his credit, Lesufi saw through these schemes of 

denying Afrikan children access to former Model C 

schools and introduced new registration criteria that 

made it possible for Afrikan children to access these 

former whites only schools. In terms of the new regu-

lations, the radius has been increased to 30km, mean-

ing that children from the townships cannot be denied 

admission to these former Model C schools on the ba-

sis of their addresses. That is Lesufi’s good legacy, but 

it is just the first step. 

 

 

The view of AZAPO is that the ultimate test of the suc-

cess of transforming our education system should lie 

in the provision of equal quality of education for 

learners, regardless of race or socio-economic class. 

Learners in Diepdale Secondary in Diepkloof, Soweto 

should get the same quality of education as their coun-

terparts in Hyde Park Secondary. If education authori-

ties can ensure that learners in the township have the 

same quality of education, with all its perks in terms 

of facilities, to the education that is provided in the 

former Model C schools, then Black parents would not 

be forced to smuggle their children into the former 

white schools. Black children would not be forced to 

wake up as early as 4am to start their long ‘trek” to 

schools. They would walk to school to get quality edu-

cation. Currently there is no quality education in many 

of the township schools. 

 

Lesufi’s focus must now shift towards townships 

where the majority of our people live. This should be 

the real test of his performance.  
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It has become an annual ritual. Every year on the 16th 

of June, we look back to the 1976 generation of brave 

students who changed the cause of history. This is im-

portant as we continue with our battle against forget-

ting.  

 

The script is largely the same. We look back with pride 

over the sacrifices that that youth generation has made 

to accelerate our momentum towards the attainment 

of democracy in our country. 

 

Some of us have this past weekend visited the various 

shrines of our liberation struggle including the Hector 

Pieterson Memorial Site in Orlando West and the 

graves of struggle heroes such as Tsietsi Mashinini and 

Kgotso Seatlholo. AZAPO, the custodian of the Black 

Consciousness philosophy which inspired the youth to 

defy the odds and braved the might of the apartheid 

State machinery with their bare hands, held various 

gatherings throughout the country to ensure that the 

legacy of the June 76 generation is not forgotten. 

 

For the record, the contribution of the June 1976 gen-

eration to our liberation struggle cannot be over-

emphasised. The Soweto uprisings were the culmina-

tion of political work and mass mobilisation of Black 

people and Black youth in particular, by BC organisa-

tions such as the South African Student Movement 

(SASM), the South African Student Organisation (SASO) 

and Black People’s Convention (BPC).  

 

These BC organisations filled a political vacuum that 

had been created by the banning of the African Nation-

al Congress and the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania 

following the Sharpeville massacre in 1960. Following 

the Soweto student uprisings, which soon affected the 

rest of the country, tens of thousands of young people 

left the country. In exile, many of these BC adherents 

joined the ANC and the PAC as there was no organised 

BC formation outside the country at the time. Others 

remained outside the two organisations and later 

formed their own organisation, the Black Conscious-

ness Movement of Azania (BCMA). Some of the key 

leaders of the BCMA include AZAPO Honorary Presi-

dent Mosibudi Mangena, current AZAPO President 

Strike Thokoane and Skaap Motsau, who was Secretary 

for Defence and in charge of the military wing, the Aza-

nian National Liberation Army (AZANLA). 

 

JUNE 16TH UPRISING MUST NOT BE FORGOTTEN  
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Fast forward to today. The youth of today have differ-

ent struggles. On paper, the country is free. There is 

democracy and people are free to choose their lead-

ers. However, the primary objectives of the liberation 

struggle – the return of the land from the descendants  

of the European settlers to the Black majority and the 

transfer of the ownership of the economy and wealth 

- remain unresolved.  

 

The majority of young people do not have jobs. Many 

of them are struggling with social issues such as HIV 

and AIDS, drug abuse and are trapped in violent 

crime. 

Our schools are increasingly becoming crime scenes 

as learners carry lethal weapons to school and use 

them on their fellow learners and even on their teach-

ers. There is now a misguided debate on whether 

teachers should not carry arms when they go to 

schools. 

 

The anarchy that has engulfed our schools is testimo-

ny that our country requires a dose of Black Con-

sciousness. Some may ask, how can BC solve the crisis 

in our country? Over the centuries of apartheid and 

colonial rule, Black people have been made to feel 

inferior. They began to believe and act as inferior be-

ings. They internalised self-hatred and attached very 

little value to Black life. 

 

At its core, BC says to Black people that they are not 

inferior to anybody and that they should believe in 

themselves. They should love themselves and hence 

the call “Black is beautiful”. They should believe that 

they alone are responsible for any improvement in 

their lives hence the call “Black man, you are on your 

own”. 

 

When Black people have been baptized with BC, not 

only will they love themselves and value their lives 

but they will also love other Black people and also 

value their lives. Black people will become each oth-

er’s keeper. They will revive the spirit of Ubuntu 

among themselves and extend the bond of unity 

among Black people. 

 

When our children observe the unity that we share 

among ourselves as Black people, they are unlikely to 

arm themselves with knives and guns when they go 

to school. They are unlikely to attack each other in 

schools. 

 

The BC philosophy will empower Black people to 

want to be independent. Black people would be in-

spired to work towards their economic freedom by 

establishing their own companies, creating employ-

ment for other Black people and contributing to pov-

erty reduction. Poverty is the biggest contributor to 

the lowering of the dignity of Black people. And as the 

economic status of many Black people improves, 

more and more Black people would break out of the 

life of crime and other social ills. 

 

The knives and guns in schools are only symptoms of 

a bigger social ill. BC is the cure for these ills because 

it infuses Black people with hope and the confidence 

that they should not only survive but should create 

conditions to thrive and enjoy high quality life.  

 

POWERED BE THY NAME,  

HASTINGS NDLOVU 
 

As we remember the Martyrs of the June 16 Upris-

ings, we dare not forget Hastings Ndlovu. 

 

The world was made to see and feel Black Pain 

through the lenses of the legendary Black journalist 

Sam Nzima, which captured the bullet-wounded and 

dying young Hector Pieterson.  
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There were no such cameras to document the mur-

dering on the blindside of the struggle. Cameras may 

have missed the pain and dying of Hastings, our mem-

ories captured the moment. That moment is regis-

tered in the book of the Azanian Revolution.  

Hastings was only a 15 years old schoolboy when his 

young life was ended by a racist bullet in the head. 

The police were from the Orlando Police Station, 

which was led by a Colonel Kleingeld. 

 

Hastings is registered in history as the young boy 

who took the first bullet of the Black Power era Upris-

ings.  

 

While we recognise that Hastings was the first to be 

shot at, it is to us of no consequence as to who died 

first between Hastings and Hector because they all 

died in the end.  

Their death is not different from the death of other 

Black people. Being shot at first, or dying first should 

not be a distinguishing factor among our struggle 

martyrs. Everyone who was murdered, died. 

 

The death of Hastings and Hector is no different from 

the perpetual disappearance of Mbuyisa Makhubu 

who carried the dying body of the young Hector. 

 

As we remember them, we also remember their lead-

ers in Tsietsi Mashinini and Khotso Seatlholo. 

 

PRESIDENTIAL HAND  

IN THE COOKIE JAR 
 

AZAPO raised eyebrows when it surfaced that Presi-

dent Ramaphosa's campaign to become the President 

of his organisation was funded to the tune of R500 

000 by a dubious company involved in corruption at 

the high level of State Capture.  

 

The notorious company is Bosasa, about which its 

former executive Agrizzi exposed a lot of corruption 

that also implicated the ruling party and its leaders. 

Agrizzi revealed to the State Capture Commission 

chaired by Deputy Chief Justice Zondo that the cor-

rupt company bankrolled the political activities of the 

ruling party to the tune of millions of rand. The public 

heard evidence of how that company "captured" the 

ruling party and bribed its leaders to facilitate the 

looting of public resources. 

 

It came as a big surprise to the public - not AZAPO - 

that the "Thuma Mina" man was sending himself to 

receive money from a dubious company that had al-

ready captured a great number of his comrades. It 

raises curiosity as to what did the corrupt Bosasa ex-

pect to gain; or what was it promised by Thuma Mina. 

 

Ramaphosa has reportedly replied to the letter of 

Public Protector Busisiwe Mkhwebane and requested 

to cross-examine a number of witnesses that 

Mkhwebane interviewed as part of her investigation 

against him. The witnesses include Mmusi Maimane 

and Floyd Shivambu who lodged the complaint 

against Ramaphosa.  
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Media reports say that Mkhwebane's preliminary re-

port found Thuma Mina guilty of "inadvertently and 

deliberately misleading" parliament about the Bosasa 

dirty money. The word "misleading" is a polite way of 

saying Ramaphosa lied to the people. 

 

We are told that the Ramaphosa's CR17 desperate 

campaign raised about R200 million! If the ruling par-

ty's leader can receive so much money from the capi-

talists for a supposedly private campaign, how much 

more are the capitalists giving the ruling party when it 

campaigns to cling on to power "until Jesus returns"? 

 

The Bosasa dirty money was exposed in Parliament 

on the 18 November 2018 when Ramaphosa was 

shown a signed affidavit by Bosasa former auditor 

Peet Venter. The affidavit claimed that Bosasa CEO 

Gavin Watson gave instructions that the dirty money 

be paid to the Andile Ramaphosa Foundation on Octo-

ber 2017. That would mean that the dirty money 

would travel on a detour road to the CR17 campaign. 

That sounds like corruption and money laundering. 

Having heard that it was said the dirty money was 

paid via his son's businesses, Ramaphosa stood up 

and reassuringly urged the nation to relax because the 

donation money went to his son; and that he had rig-

orously questioned his son over the cleanness of the 

dirty money and was assured by his son that all was 

well. He boastingly added that he did that because he 

would have taken his son to the police if there was 

foul play in the transactions. In the afternoon of the 

same day, Ramaphosa's son contradicted him and said 

he knew nothing about the dirty money. That obvious-

ly meant that either the father or the son was lying. 

They could not both be right. 

What Ramaphosa did not know, or pretended not to 

know, when he was answering in Parliament was that 

those who concluded that the proof of payment impli-

cated his son were mistaken. 

 

A few days afterwards, the media's digging discovered 

that the owner of the bank on the proof of payment 

was a Sandton law firm Eldelstein Farber Grobler. The 

dirty money was actually sent to the CR17 campaign 

via this law firm. Once the media directed its enquiries 

to this law firm, Ramaphosa sent a letter to the Public 

Protector purporting to correct the mistake he made 

in Parliament.  

 

If the contents of the preliminary report are anything 

to go by, then Thuma Mina is in serious trouble be-

cause the Public Protector is not impressed by his con-

duct; nor was the public. He owes the people an hon-

est answer as to how could he be so sure that he had 

spoken to his son who confirmed that he (the son) 

was the recipient of the dirty money. The man claimed 

in Parliament that he spoke "at close range" with his 

son about this matter and received incontrovertible 

assurances that the son was the beneficiary of the 

Bosasa R500 000. 

 

Presumably, the father knows his son, and can there-

fore not be mistaken as to the identity of his son. He 

owes the nation an explanation and something more, 

because if he lied to Parliament, the Constitution must 

be thrown at him. This nation deserves a morally up-

right leader. And it does not look like there is one to 

be found in the ruling party. The way things go, it is 

like Zuma was replaced with another Zuma. As they 

say, the more things change, the more they stay the 

same. 

 

To show that Ramaphosa is in a tight corner, he re-

quested for an extension for the submission of his re-

sponse to the Public Protector's preliminary report. 

He has now been given until 21 June to comply, after 

which the report may be made final.  

 

The nation is waiting. 
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Colonial education in the context of apartheid caused a 

lot of harm to the South African society. That damage 

was of immeasurable proportions in the Black commu-

nity. And that damage remains in place long after de-

mocracy took root after 1994.  

 

The spate of ill-discipline and lawlessness character-

ised by violent behaviour in our schools cannot be di-

vorced from the apartheid effects. 

In the era of democracy, education restructuring was 

highly prioritised. That development was coupled with 

the introduction of a new curriculum. Instead of har-

nessing the new political landscape, a lot of confusion 

followed, both in the classroom and government offic-

es, as the trial-and-error in implementation led to in-

stability in the system.  

 

The removal of the direct Christian influence from 

the curriculum was supposed to ensure inclusivity and 

equity in education. What was missed was that the 

Black parent community was mostly a product of Ban-

tu Education, whose limiting impact had its negative 

grip on the majority of the parents. 

 

The new system kicked the parents out of the educa-

tion stream because they were deemed not to be relia-

ble stakeholders to positively influence how their chil-

dren should be taught.  

 

Most parents mourned the removal of the stick from 

the learning space, and the new order that resulted in 

the morning Christian devotions being no longer com-

pulsory.  

 

To most parents, that simply meant that the devil had 

taken over in our schools.  

 

The result is that the teachers are now left on their 

own. With the parents detached from education, teach-

ers are now struggling to adjust to the new arrange-

ments as they are not guaranteed of the support of the 

parents. Often times they find themselves straying and 

using unlawful methods to try and enforce discipline in 

the school community. This leads to the teachers being 

disciplined by the authorities, and sometimes dis-

missed from the system.   

 

The status quo is not a good one for teaching and 

learning. The absence of the parent means that an im-

portant link that was there between the school and 
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home has been removed. The learners have seen this 

gap. They have moved in quickly and occupied the 

centre stage amid the confusion. The dislocation 

leaves both the parent and the teacher confused as 

both refer to the past since the majority of them are 

the products of the past order. That is the "bad" order 

they know best. 

  

The whole setup strangely drives both the parents 

and the teachers to miss and mourn the dehumanis-

ing colonial/apartheid education system. The law-

lessness and desperation in the schools make them to 

favourably remember how the religious studies 

taught the learners to obey and follow in a docile way 

without questioning authority.  

 

For fear of reprisals, the teachers are now reduced 

into observers that are not willing to gamble with 

their employment security in their attempts to en-

force discipline. The learners are left on their own. 

This is the door through which all types of peer influ-

ence creep in and gain so much momentum as every-

body wants to belong.  

 

The new system seems to have missed these dynam-

ics. How on earth was it possible for an apparently 

Black government to miss the dynamics of the Black 

Condition? 

 

There was haste to change the system without a 

proper situational analysis, and without fully engag-

ing with stakeholders. Parents lowered the guards 

and saw hope in the Mandela mania. They started to 

relax as they thought they had finally arrived at the 

“promised land of milk and honey". The teachers 

were seen as reactionaries who should be forced to 

do as they were told. In the process, a large space was 

created for unionisation. Under such helplessness, 

many thought association was synonymous with rele-

vance. But this was mostly done in fear of being re-

jected by the system. 

 

On the other hand, the government failed to realise 

the impact the previous system had on the communi-

ty in general and continued restructuring in disregard 

for who was left behind.  

 

Children took charge with an understanding that 

they had government backing. Black education was 

thrown into disarray. Other communities carried on 

without any disruption. Rightly or wrongly, this ap-

parent order and stability had a lot to do with the fact 

that the parents felt relevant as their faith or spiritual 

ethos were kept intact, while the only change was the 

curriculum. Such a change was viewed as cosmetic, 

whereas the same change was deemed to be new in 

the Black community.  

 

So, while education is generally chaotic, not all com-

munities are equally affected by the chaos. That is 

because to some communities the adjustments were 

superficial, while the rest experienced overhaul of the 

system.  

 

Failure to adjust and adapt is now leading to idling 

and inability to cope. This creates a lot of space for 

instability and lawlessness, the results of which are 

what we see in the stabbings and killings in Black 

schools.  There has been a systems failure to follow 

the basics of curriculum implementation, and now we 

are paying the price. 

 

Education is one of the priorities of AZAPO. It is pri-

marily through the education instrument that we are 

able to develop ourselves as a humanity. Education is 

a weapon that can help open the road towards Liber-

ation. There is therefore a need for civil society to re-

group and redirect the educational direction of this 

country. This is so huge a task that it cannot be out-

sourced to government as a sole driver.  

 

THE CORROSIVE EFFECT OF MONEY  

IN THE REVOLUTION 

  

As AZAPO Voice, we generally shy away from ex-

pressing views on internal shenanigans of other polit-

ical parties. However, from time to time, we have to 

make an exception when the internal dynamics of the 

ruling party impact on the people and the country. 

 

Last Sunday, a Sunday newspaper published a story 

that sent shockwaves throughout the country. Ac-

cording to the newspaper report, R400 million was 

channelled towards the campaign to make Cyril 

Ramaphosa president of the ANC at the party’s  na-

tional conference in Nasrec, Johannesburg in 2017. 
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The initial complaint that was referred to the Public 

Protector for investigation limited the controversial 

donation to R500 000 from Bosasa. But the newspa-

per reported that the money that was raised for 

Ramaphosa’s campaign for the ANC presidency was 

much more than just half a million rand. It was in fact 

R400 million, to be exact.  

According to those who were in the forefront of the 

Ramaphosa campaign, they admitted that money was 

raised from various people and companies including 

from the controversial Bosasa. They claim that a deci-

sion was taken to keep Ramaphosa in the dark about 

the fund-raising campaign that would enable him to 

be president of the ANC. What the organisers of the 

Ramaphosa campaign want the public to believe is 

that they worked so hard to raise hundreds of mil-

lions of rands for Ramaphosa’s campaign, but they 

did not want their hard-work to be acknowledged by 

the beneficiary of their efforts.  

 

This claim is hard to sell to any logically thinking per-

son. Generally, donors do not just give away their 

monies. They see their donation as future invest-

ments. They would certainly want the beneficiary to 

know of their donation so that they can cash it at the 

right time. 

 

But the real issue is not whether the donation to the 

ANC presidential ambitions of Ramaphosa was R500 

000 or R400 million. The issue is not even whether 

Ramaphosa was briefed about who donated. The real 

issue that the public needs to know is why should any 

money be donated to a campaign for any individual to 

become the president of the ANC? 

 

Those close to the ANC will laugh at the question. 

They would say it is an open secret that votes are 

bought at ANC conferences to ensure victory of a par-

ticular candidate. They would say that it has become 

a culture. The more money one spends to buy votes, 

the better the chances to emerge victorious at the 

conference.  

 

But the buying of votes corrupts and undermines the 

internal party democracy. In other words, a particu-

lar branch can vote for particular candidates and give 

the branch delegates to a national conference a par-

ticular mandate. However, the delegates can change 

the branch mandate, basically aligning their voting 

patterns to the highest bidder. What a farce! 

 

But that is not the biggest threat. The real threat is 

that the buying of votes enables those with deeper 

pockets, some of whom are outside the party, to en-

sure that their own candidates emerge as leaders. It is 

possible that those who throw resources to specific 

candidates have expectations from the beneficiaries 

of their resources. This process entrenches corrup-

tion because the funded candidates must deliver to 

those who funded their campaigns and do not neces-

sarily act to advance the interests of the party. 

 

It is also possible that those who have money but 

whose interests are inimical to the interests and poli-

cies of the party can use their money to ensure the 

election of their puppets into the top structures of the 

ruling party thus undermining the bigger project of 

the national liberation and economic transformation. 

 

The ruling party, as a component of the liberation 

movement, should be careful of how money and aid 

can be used not just to determine who should lead the 

party but to influence the posture the party takes on 

various interests including big business.  

 

In this regard, African-American revolutionary giant 

Malcolm X warned about how aid and money can be 

used to trap those expected to benefit from “aid”. He 

said: “A man who tosses worms in the river isn’t nec-

essarily a friend of the fish. All the fish who take him 

for a friend, who think the worm has got no hook in it, 

usually end up in the frying pan.” 

 

Money can have debilitating and corrosive effect even    3 
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to the conscience of tried and tested revolutionaries. 

Those who have the interests of the people and the 

country at heart should pause and reflect on the role 

money is playing to undermine democracy and the 

will of the ordinary masses of our people. 

 

There can be no denying that money determines the 

outcome, even the results of the national and provin-

cial elections. Businesses would invest in the electoral 

campaigns of parties that will safeguard their inter-

ests. Should we be surprised when the leftist parties 

get the least funding and eventually little support? 

 

Perhaps it is time for an honest debate about the role 

of money in the corruption of our body politic. 

 

THE ROT IS WORSENING IN MUNICI-

PALITIES’ FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE  
 

The 2019 Elections have come and gone amid loud 

promises of a “New Dawn”.  The electorate gave the 

ruling party an apparent thumbs up despite the dis-

mally performing economy shrinking by 3.2% in the 

first quarter of 2019.  It seemed not to mean much 

that the leaders of the ruling party were implicated in 

all the commissions that are investigating State Cap-

ture and various other forms of corruption. 

 

This past Wednesday Auditor-General (AG) Kimi 

Makwetu published the municipal audit report for the 

2017-2018 financial year.  The Report confirms what 

we knew all along that the situation is getting worse 

and worse in the sphere of Local Government when it 

comes to governance and financial management.  Lo-

cal Government is a crucial arm for a developmental 

State like South Africa.  This is a tier that is closer to 

the people.  It is through this level of government that 

the country is positioned to deal with the colonial leg-

acy that marginalised Black people from the social, 

political and economic opportunities. 

 

The AG’s Report gives a gloomy picture about the pos-

sibility of “a quality life for all”.  Of the 257 audited 

municipalities, only 18 received clean audits.  15 of 

those 18 municipalities are run by the DA, while the 3 

are under the ANC’s control.  The DA-run Western 

Cape had 12 municipalities with clean audits.  Gaut-

eng, Northern Cape, KwaZulu-Natal, Mpumalanga each 

have only one municipality with a clean audit.  The 

Eastern Cape managed only 2 municipalities with 

clean audits.  It has to be stressed that the one clean 

municipality that Gauteng enjoyed is the DA’s Midvaal.  

This dismal picture gives a decline from 14% in the 

previous financial year to 8%. 

 

The AG says there is an improvement in terms of regu-

lar expenditure in the municipalities.  But if you listen 

carefully you might find that the improvement is aca-

demic in that the “improvement” is from R29.7 billion 

in the previous financial year to R25.2 billion.  Irregu-

lar expenditure of R25.2 billion is not just criminal; it 

is counterrevolutionary if you consider the desperate 

conditions poor Black people live under. 

 

The Provinces of the Free State, North West and Lim-

popo received no clean audits.  If it has any soul left, 

the ANC has to do a lot of soul-searching.  As the over-

all ruling party, it is faced with a disgraceful situation 

where the majority of the municipalities that are on 

the wrong side of financial management are under its 

control.  And it is supposed to be from the liberation 

movement background. 

 

The AG attributes the dismal performance partly to 

the fact that his recommendations are not implement-

ed by the affected municipalities.  As if this was not 

enough, the AG reveals that auditors experienced hos-

tility, intimidation and threats in most provinces.  He 

bemoans the fact that there are no consequences for 

the underperforming municipalities or the officials at 

fault. 
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In the wake of the falling of the great Azanian Revolu-

tionary Nkutś oeu Skaap Motśau, AZAPO Voice Editorial 

Collective iś paying homage to thiś legend by thiś Me-

morial Edition. 

 

TRIBUTE BY AZAPO NATIONAL  

CHAIRPERSON NELVIS QEKEMA 
 

In a typical “Jobś Lament”, we bow our headś aś we 

curśe the Friday, which iś framed aś 28 June 2019.  We 

śay “let it not rejoice among the dayś of the year; let it 

not come into the number of the monthś”. 

That Friday waś the day when Nkutś oeu Skaap Motśau 

breathed hiś laśt.  We could śay that Friday orphaned 

the children of the Azanian Revolution.  Motśau, who 

waś Secretary for Defence and Operationś of the exiled 

Black Conściouśneśś Movement of Azania (BCMA), 

died on Friday morning of 28 June in a Cape Town hoś-

pital. He had been mainly bed-ridden śince a near fatal 

accident on the 19 July 2005 that left him quadriplegic. 

He waś 66 yearś old. 

 

AZAPO remainś śceptical about Motśau’ś myśteriouś 

car accident.  He lośt the control of hiś car at a curve aś 

he waś driving out of Sharpeville. Inśpection of the car 

after the accident śhowed that the left front wheel had 

no boltś and the śhock abśorber waś loośe.  Muntu 

Myeza, Sabelo Phama and Kgalabe Jeff Maśemola died 

under śimilar foul circumśtanceś. 

 

He amazingly accepted hiś new perśonal challengeś 

like a śoldier receiving a medal of bravery. At hiś 2013 

60th birthday anniverśary, he took to the podium and 

aśked if we knew what it took to take care of a perśon 

like him.  He told uś he haś to be “loaded” into the 

plane; and śoon paśśengerś panic becauśe of the śmell 

of him relieving himśelf in both liquid and śolid formś.  

That interfereś with hiś dignity, yet there iśn't much he 

can do about it. An air hośt walkś by and aśkś not him, 

but hiś wife Nośiphiwo what he will need.  He haś to be 

fed. He haś to requeśt śomeone to ścratch hiś itch.  But 

they ścratch the wrong place with the incorrect 

amount of preśśure.  He haś to be śtripped naked and 

waśhed like an infant.  That interfereś with hiś dignity, 

but there'ś nothing he can do about it.  He haś to be 

turned in bed, or he would develop śoreś that may take 

śix monthś to heal.  He needś a perśon to śtand watch 

and chaśe away a peśtering fly that doeś everything on 

hiś face. 

 

A MOTSAU MEMORIAL EDITION 
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Through hard work, Motśau managed to get himśelf a 

wheelchair that cośt about R55 000.  But it waś not 
adequate for hiś needś.  He needed the R300 000 one 

he could not afford. 

 

In a no-puncheś-pulled 2017 letter to Defence Miniś-
ter Mapiśa-Nqakula, he proteśted that the Depart-
ment of Military Veteranś “bought me a R50 000 
wheelchair which waś śimilar to mine that waś con-
demned by the occupational therapiśt aś no longer 

śuitable for me”. 

 

Motśau added: “Any further beating about the buśh… 
only śerveś to accelerate the deterioration of my 

health.  In śimple language, theśe dayś only haśten my 
journey to the grave.  That iś why, honourable Miniś-
ter, I now put thiś matter before you”. 

 

Sadly, Motśau had aśśumed the śtatuś of the 

“Unknown Soldier” who iś buried in “The Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier”.  That iś a monumental Tomb 
through which the Americanś śymbolically honour 

the śoldierś who remain unidentified.  But the Azani-
an maśśeś knew Motśau becauśe he waś knowable 
and identifiable. 

 

George Carlin coverś the ground where he śtateś that, 

“Aś śoon aś śomeone iś identified aś an unśung hero, 
he no longer iś”. 

 

Motśau joined the Steve Biko-inśpired Black People’ś 

Convention in 1972 and attended itś founding Con-
greśś in the śame year in Hamaanśkraal near Preto-

ria.  In 1973 he became the youngeśt and śecond 
Black Conściouśneśś activiśt to be incarcerated on 
Robben Iśland after Mośibudi Mangena. 

 

He waś releaśed in 1979, and in 1982 he waś called to 
exile and appointed to the BCMA’ś Secretary for De-

fence and Operationś, a pośition which made him the 
Chairperśon of the Military Affairś Committee (MAC).  
The pośition meant that he had to conśolidate the 
military effortś of the Azanian National Liberation 
Army (AZANLA).  He waś śent to Eritrea aś part of a 
Unit to learn the śkillś of building and running a guer-
rilla army under the tutelage of the experienced and 

independent Eritrean People’ś Liberation Front. 

 

Becauśe the BCMA and AZANLA enjoyed no official 
recognition from the OAU and United Nationś, thiś 
guerrilla army had to be śelf-reliant and mainly baśed 
inśide the country.  In the recruitment and training 

phaśe, Motśau had to lead the miśśion to eśtabliśh 
baśeś inśide the country.  Together with the incum-
bent AZAPO Preśident Strike Thokoane, they opened 
a military baśe in the QwaQwa mountainś known aś 
Mont Aux-Sourceś. 

 

He waś again in the forefront in the offenśive phaśe aś 

AZANLA mounted military raidś from the śafety of 
the Lobatśe Mountainś of Botśwana.  Commander 
Mzwandile Mcośeli died in battle aś they faced the 
combined forceś of the SADF and BDF in 1991.  Com-
mander Morakenyane Motlholiśe waś in an AZANLA 

Unit that kept the SADF and SAP at bay for a report-
edly “śix-hour gun battle”.  He died when he pretend-

ed to śurrender and detonated hiś laśt hand grenade 
and took along with him enemy śoldierś. 

 

Chriśtopher Reeve, who waś in a śimilar but privi-
leged quadriplegic pośition like Motśau, could have 

been talking about Motśau when he śaid that “a hero 
iś an ordinary individual who findś the śtrength to 
perśevere and endure in śpite of overwhelming ob-

śtacleś. 

 

TRIBUTE BY MEDIA VETERAN  

MATHATHA TSEDU 

 

 For Skaap, With Love and Supreme Respect  

 

I waś in Gaborone, Botśwana, for a meeting about 
journaliśm but it waś at a time when Skaap waś 

śtanding trial in Lobatśe for running a military train-
ing camp in the mountainś of that country without 

permiśśion. 

 

I had determined that I would make śure I go and śee 
the comradeś and offer śome śolidarity and śome 

reading material aś well aś other neceśśitieś. I had no 
idea how far Lobatśe waś, and it didn’t matter, I waś 
going to go. 

 

So, aś śoon aś the meeting ended I got into a car for a 
drive that proved longer than I had imagined. In fact, I 
almośt miśśed my flight aś we arrived back in Gabo-
rone juśt in time for me to check in. But I am running 
ahead of myśelf. 

 

At the court śecurity waś tight, the Botśwana police 
were treating the caśe aś a major śecurity threat and 
aśśumed, correctly, that the group śtanding trial with 
Skaap were militarily trained. I got in and śat at the 
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the back liśtening to evidence; it waś juśt 30 minuteś 

before the lunch break. 

 

Aś the court adjourned, I moved forward before the 

accuśed were whiśked out of the courtroom and 

called to Skaap. He turned and with that broad śmile, 

śhouted “WaPapa, Comrade Mathatha, what a śur-

priśe. Have you come to śee mapanditi?’. 

 

The police were now blocking me from getting clośer 

but Skaap would have none of it. “Thiś comrade iś 

from home and iś juśt greeting, he iś not a śoldier.” I 

waś allowed to approach and hand over the reading 

materialś and śome food itemś I had brought along. 

All the comradeś were very happy to śee me, but it 

waś Skaap who looked through the bookś and pro-

fuśely thanked me for them. 

 

I am śure he ate the food, but for him the bookś were 

the mośt important part of my conśignment. And that, 

aś former BCMA Chairperśon and AZAPO Preśident 

Mośibudi Mangena śayś, waś becauśe Skaap waś a 

ferociouś reader. 

 

The next time I śaw him he waś in Harare, living at 

the houśe which waś the main office of the BCMA and 

where recruitś either from home on the way to train-

ing, or on their way back to South Africa after train-

ing, would be houśed. He lived in a little backroom, 

and beśideś Mpotśeng Kgokong, waś the only śenior 

leader living there with hiś wife and with hiś men and 

women. 

 

Skaap waś not the leader that told hiś chargeś what 

needed to be done, he did it with them, and that iś 

why when a training baśe waś opened in the QwaQwa 

mountainś for internal training of guerrillaś, he waś 

there himśelf. And when the group had to beat a haśty 

retreat when they realiśed the enemy might have 

śpotted their baśe, he walked with everybody elśe 

from QwaQwa to the Botśwana border. 

 

When the BCMA and AZAPO decided that hośtilitieś 

with the apartheid regime would only ceaśe once a 

true people’ś government waś inśtalled, he led a 

group of guerrillaś into the country, and enśured in-

ternal training continued even up to 1993 when an-

other group waś arreśted in the Polokwane area. 

He waś himśelf even arreśted in 1993 and found with 

śome piśtolś. All theśe point to the character of Skaap, 

who would not flinch from hiś pośition aś long aś he 

believed it to be right. And for him, the deciśion by 

the ANC to diśarm or śtand down hośtilitieś prior to 

any publicly available agreement, repreśented the 

height of śelling out. 

 

But once the ANC took over, Skaap accepted their in-

cumbency in the State and an incident at the reburial 

of Onkgopotśe Tiro at Dinokana illuśtrateś thiś point. 

The new flag waś hung over the area where the func-

tion waś to happen and thiś irked one George Biya, 

another AZANLA hot head, and he climbed on a pole 

to pull the national flag down. When Skaap realiśed 

what waś happening he ścolded George in front of all 

the people śaying “that flag iś for the State. It iś not an 

ANC flag śo get down and leave that flag alone.” 

 

Ordinarily, it would be difficult to imagine Skaap do-

ing thiś, but that juśt goeś to śhow the complex char-

acter that he waś.  

 

TRIBUTE BY FIRST AZANLA GENERAL 

HLOMANI MABASA 
 

I trained with Cde Skaap in Eritrea. When we were 

there, we met many Fighterś who were confined to 

wheelchairś. Our attitude changed completely about 

the wounded.  Armed with what we learned from 

Field Marśhall Jozib Broś Tito, we were prepared for 

anything. We lived, śwam and śhared experienceś 

with the battle-hardened Fighterś of the Eritrean Peo-

ple’ś Liberation Front.  
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That iś why Cde Skaap śurvived śuch conditionś for 

śome time. We trained in a battle field. We witneśśed 

the amputation of Comradeś by variouś landmineś. I 

remember that we uśed to call an antiperśonnel 

landmine by the name PNM, which śtood for PETROS 

NKUTS OEU MOTSAU.  

 

When I looked at one of hiś pictureś, it juśt brought 

back memorieś in the battle field where we uśed to 
climb mountainś carrying PKM machine gunś. Some-
timeś hiś ankleś would get śwollen śuch that hiś śockś 
wouldn't fit him. He would śimply give them to me. 

There were dayś where we wouldn't leave the bun-
kerś becauśe the Soviet fighter jetś uśed by the Ethio-
pianś would be bombing outśide. Yeś of courśe, in the 
Northern Sahel we toyed with death on a daily baśiś.  

 

Awat NE Hafaśh Amort ne Tśelai Wudkit imperialiśm! 

Awat NE kedan! 

 

One AZANLA! One Army! 

 

TRIBUTE BY AZANLA GENERAL  

PITSO JAPHTA HLASA 
 

I firśt met Cde Skaap on my arrival at the AZANLA 

training baśe in QwaQwa in 1986. He waś inśtrumen-

tal in my military training, and he waś largely reśpon-

śible for my growth in the AZANLA Forceś. I rośe 

through the rankś of the Army up until the rank of 

Commander General mainly through hiś influence. 

 

He waś my Commander and my mentor. Mośt im-

portantly, he later became a father figure to me; a śon 

he never had. I learnt śo much from him. He taught me 

how to be a Commander. He taught me how to talk aś 

a military perśon, and how to iśśue inśtructionś and 

commandś. He śharpened my driving śkillś. He took 

me through defenśive driving and endurance training. 

He groomed me to endure all śortś of conditionś. 

 

I operated with him under difficult, teśting and dan-

gerouś circumśtanceś. I owe everything pośitive I be-

came to hiś teachingś. I can śay he waś my life coach. I 

am indebted to him in śo many reśpectś. He literally 

took care of my family in the 12 yearś that I śpent in 

jail and continued to do śo after my releaśe. He did 

thiś with the śupport and bleśśing of hiś wife, Cde 

Nośiphiwo. I thank both of them for the unconditional 

śupport they gave me and my family. 

 

TRIBUTE BY BCM LAWYER CDE ORENG 

CYRIL MOROLO 

 

Cde Skaap waś a true revolutionary my Tower. I re-

member the time when former AZAPO Preśident 

Mangena requeśted me to travel to Harare to fetch 

Cde Skaap. That waś a riśky undertaking becauśe he 

waś declared a perśona non-grata by the UN.  He could 

therefore not be iśśued with a free paśś to return 

home.  

 

He waś alśo a “fugitive of juśtice”, and a warrant for 

hiś arreśt had been iśśued in South Africa under Ter-

roriśm and Sabotage. 

 

I drove to Harare to fetch him. He could not travel 

without hiś bodyguardś. I had to pick all three of them 

up. They were armed to the teeth with all śortś of 

weaponś. Mind you we had to drive about 600km to 

Beitbridge border pośt, via Mvuma-Harare road. 

 

It waś the mośt terrifying trip I ever undertook in my 

life. Aś we approached Beitbridge, my hair began to 

riśe. But I waś comforted by Cde Skaap’ś humour. It iś 

uśually never eaśy to enter the battlefield fearleśśly. It 

iś juśt like facing an Apartheid Roadblock without any 

eścape route. The only option available waś to face the 

enemy head-on. The armed AZANLA Commanderś 

were ready for an onślaught śhow down. Everybody 

waś ready, aś we were not prepared to go down with-

out a fight. 

 

Fortunately, an alternative plan jumped into my mind. 

I therefore managed to reścue the śituation. One day I 

will tell the śtory of how we avoided the pośśible on-

ślaught. 

 

After exiting the border, aś I waś driving a BMW M5, it 

took me leśś than 1hr 30 min to reach Polokwane. 

Thereafter, I śighed with relieve that our miśśion waś 

victoriouś. I regained my freedom and travelled śafely 

home in Atteridgeville. It iś an unforgettable experi-

ence I encountered with Cde Skaap. A true revolution-

ary to the core. Let'ś pick up Hiś Spear and Soldier On. 
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TRIBUTE BY AN ANONYMOUS FRIEND  

 

The multi-faceted perśonality of Cde Nkutś oeu Skaap 

Motśau śhould be found śomewhere in the mixture of 

śuch adjectiveś aś audaciouś, brave, bold, courageouś, 

calm, compośed, defiant, daring, ebullient, fearleśś, 

gentle, humorouś, irrepreśśible, jovial. He waś a keen 

leader who led both from the front and from the back; 

depending on whatever the circumśtanceś called for.  

 

From hiś formative yearś aś a teenager, right till the 

day hiś life śyśtem caved in at aged 66, a śynoptic view 

of the political eścapadeś of Skaap paintś a picture not 

only of adventure, but alśo of a life lived śo much on 

the epicentreś of danger zoneś that fear itśelf waś in 

the proceśś left no choice, but to retreat to the back 

śeat. 

 

A well-built śpecimen of a man that waś phyśically fit 

and bleśśed with, in Skaap’ś wordś, “a śtrong bone 

śtructure”. It haś been a continuouś śource of fruśtra-

tion and pain for many of hiś Comradeś and friendś to 

come to termś with the fact that Skaap waś to remain 

phyśically grounded thiś śide of 2005 aś a reśult of 

that myśteriouś and debilitating encounter. 

 

But not even the paralyśing accident could extinguiśh 

hiś śelfleśś determination to do good for the leaśt of 

God’ś children. From the phyśical diścomfort of a 

wheelchair, medically certified a quadriplegic, Skaap 

continued to agitate for a final puśh towardś total 

emancipation of the downtrodden. He wrote śpeech-

eś and even honouring invitationś to go and addreśś 

meetingś, including giving motivational talkś to HIV 

infected patientś.  

 

Deśpite hiś acutely paralyśing encounter, he neither 

wallowed nor indulged in śelf-pity. He would alwayś 

have readily packed wordś and unforgiving phraśeś 

for any Comrade who would śay or inśinuate anything 

remotely śounding śorry for Skaap.  

 

He inśiśted right to the end of hiś life that any living 

being, śo long aś breath iś śtill drawn by the lungś, haś 

both dignity and śomething uśeful to offer to śociety. 

 

To have been bleśśed with the opportunity to bruśh 

śhoulderś with him pre- and pośt-19 July 2005, haś to 

śome of uś been both invaluable and enriching an ex-

perience on how to deal in calm with life-altering śet-

backś, without allowing your śpiritś to be śubdued, 

dampened or depreśśed. 

 

In the wordś of the Japaneśe Activiśt Yuri Kochiyama, 

let all of uś who knew and interacted with him pledge 

today to honour the legacy of our Skaap aś “A great 

man who waś a curśe to thośe who śtole from Black 

People.  An epic of a man who perśonified heroic ac-

tion. A śtark repreśentation of an epoch, becauśe he 

did play a central part in the śtarting point of a new 

period that gave riśe to śtriking eventś in the continu-

ouś śtruggle and hiśtory of hiś people. [Skaap waś] 

alśo a phenomenon, becauśe hiś very perśonality rep-

reśented a rare fact, or an exceptional perśon. A foun-

tain head, which we uśed aś a śource of śtream from 

which emanated śtrength, hope and courage”  

 

Aś Kochiyama concluded of Brother Malcolm, let our 

laśting legacy of Cde Skaap be our remembrance of hiś 

infinite and undying love and care for hiś Black Race” 

 

Long live Cde Skaap! 
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TRIBUTE BY AZANLA COMMANDER IN 

CHIEF AND AZAPO HONORARY  

PRESIDENT MOSIBUDI MANGENA 

  

A HERO IS DEAD 

                                                                                     

In the early hourś of Friday, the 28th June 2019, 

Nkutśoeu “Skaap” Motśau took hiś laśt breath at a 

Cape Town hośpital. He waś 66 yearś old. Until laśt 

month, he waś the Chairperśon of the Azanian Nation-

al Liberation Army Military Veteranś Aśśociation, 

AZANLAMVA. Hiś death markś the end of many dec-

adeś of political activiśm and śervice to hiś country 

and itś people. 

 

I firśt met Nkutśoeu in the śecond half of 1974 when 

he landed on Robben Iśland after being śentenced to 

five yearś impriśonment under the Terroriśm Act. He 

waś arreśted for having read a poem that the apart-

heid regime deemed śubverśive and terroriśtic. He 

replaced me aś the youngeśt political priśoner on the 

iśland at that point and the two of uś were the only 

Black People’ś Convention, BPC, memberś on Robben 

Iśland. 

 

Motśau waś totally ungovernable, fighting the warderś 

at every turn and going on hunger śtrikeś when the 

śyśtem puniśhed him. The śolidarity we had aś priśon-

erś would force the entire priśon to go hungry until he 

śtopped.  In any caśe, there waś no way the priśonerś 

would eat when the youngeśt member of the popula-

tion waś boycotting food.  

 

Aś the only other Black Conściouśneśś comrade on the 

iśland, the taśk of perśuading him to end hunger 

śtrikeś and reduce hiś confrontationś with the war-

derś fell on my head. The two of uś would talk for 

hourś before he would give in. He śaw the warderś 

and the priśon śyśtem aś the phyśical manifeśtation of 

oppreśśion and that they śhould be confronted all the 

time. He thought I and the other priśonerś had be-

come tame and domeśticated freedom fighterś. But 

the many long talkś we had in priśon śolidified a 

friendśhip and comradeśhip that endured until hiś 

death. 

 

When other Black Conściouśneśś activiśtś arrived on 
Robben Iśland, śuch aś Eric Molobi and Amoś Ma-

śondo, the two of uś received them and oriented them 
about priśon life. We were later joined by the SASO/
BPC nine in early 1976, juśt ahead of the flood of the 
fiery and militant June 16 “klip goeirś”. Theśe younger 
lot made all of uś look meek and docile. 

 

Although he waś born on the 20/06/1953 in Sharpe-

ville and raiśed there, he waś banned and baniśhed to 

Phuthaditjhaba Townśhip in QwaQwa after hiś releaśe 

from Robben Iśland. At the time, the regime waś ban-

iśhing releaśed political priśonerś to their 

“homelandś”. Deśpite me being baniśhed to Mahwele-

reng, my Lebowa “homeland” in Limpopo, and prohib-

ited by the banning orderś from communicating with 

each other, we found a way to keep in clośe touch. 

 

When the leaderśhip of the Black Conściouśneśś 

Movement of Azania, BCMA, which I had joined in Bot-

śwana in 1981, waś recruiting a Secretary of Defence, 

I had no heśitation in vouching for Nkutśoeu. Being 

the complete cadre for freedom that he waś, he imme-

diately fled into Botśwana with hiś young family in 

1982.  

 

He waś a voraciouś reader who ploughed into revolu-
tionary and guerilla warfare material and helped to 
draft the BCMA military programme. He received hiś 
military training from the Eritrean People’ś Liberation 

Front in 1985, after being śmuggled into their  
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 liberated zone via Sudan. The training happened in 

the midśt of war and he had to run for cover during 

bombingś by the Ethiopian Air Force. He later accom-

panied recruitś and facilitated their training in Libya. 

 

He waś a gutśy commander who led from the front. He 

camped with hiś fighterś in the mountainś in both Bot-

śwana and South Africa. He combined thiś with a 

wicked śenśe of humour that would have uś cracking 

up with laughter at hiś many jokeś.  

 

After the attainment of democracy in 1994, he śerved 

in the national leaderśhip of AZAPO for many yearś. 

We worked together once more when I waś a member 

of parliament and he an officer in the AZAPO parlia-

mentary office. We śtayed in the śame houśe and trav-

elled together to work and between Gauteng and Cape 

Town. 

 

Nkutśoeu waś a hell of an inśpiration. After he rolled 

in hiś car and broke hiś neck in 2005 and became a 

paraplegic, we all thought he would śtay at home and 

live on a diśability grant. 

 

But he inśiśted on returning to hiś job in parliament 

and aśked me to help him acquire a śoftware that 

would enable him to manipulate hiś computer by 

voice and eyeś. Through thiś, he did hiś śecretarial 

work in the office and balanced the bookś perfectly. 

He often chaśtiśed able bodied people for their poor 

appreciation of the needś and capabilitieś of people 

with diśabilitieś. 

 

Motśau devoted all hiś adult life to the śtruggle for 
freedom and the śervice of hiś people.  

 

TSAMAYA KA KHOTSO MOTAUNG! 
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Afrikan nations signed a continental free-trade agree-

ment at an African Union (AU) summit held in Niger 

last Sunday. The deal paves the way to create the big-

gest free-trade zone in the world. All AU members, ex-

cept Eritrea, have signed the historic deal. 

 

Since the formation of the Organisation of African Uni-

ty (OAU) in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in 1963, there has 

been a yearning by many Afrikan leaders, chief among 

them Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana that Afrika should 

unite to undo the effects of the colonial borders that 

make Afrikans more vulnerable to exploitation by the 

imperialist forces. The OAU has developed into the Af-

rican Union with the same mission, of uniting the con-

tinent. The free-trade deal is the most significant move 

in the realisation of true Afrikan unity. This is why this 

development should be welcomed by all who have the 

interests of Afrika and its people at heart. 

The deal, expected to come into effect next July, will 

boost intra-Afrikan trade which currently stands at 

16%, while trade between Afrikan countries and the 

European Union is at 65%. This is not an accident of 

history. When the colonialists landed in Afrika, they 

developed a trade infrastructure that will enable the 

colonising countries to plunder Afrika and its people of 

natural resources and other commodities for the bene-

fit of mainly European countries. Although Afrika is 

largely politically free, the colonial architecture of the 

economy still largely remains intact. That is why it is 

easy to fly to London or Paris from many Afrikan capi-

tals than to fly from Harare to Kinshasa. In fact, in 

many instances, the only way to travel between two 

Afrikan countries is to connect through London, Paris 

or Lisbon. 

 

The inability of Afrikan countries to increase trade be-

tween themselves has contributed hugely in entrench-

ing poverty and underdevelopment in the continent. 

Afrika’s trade deficit with Europe is the cause of the 

huge unemployment within the Afrikan continent. The 

poverty and hunger in Afrika are the key drivers that 

propel Afrikans to risk their lives crossing the Mediter-

ranean sea into Europe for better economic prospects.  

 

With increased intra-trade, more economic opportuni-

ties would be created within Afrika and many people 

would benefit. In other words, with the removal of du-

ties and tariffs, it would be easier for Rwandan farmers 

who produce coffee to export it and sell it in South Af-

rica. This would create more demand for the coffee 

producers and they will employ more people. Equally, 

South Africa can also identify products that are in de-

mand in other parts of the continent and increase their 

production, thus also creating more jobs in the domes-

tic economy. 

AFRIKAN FREE TRADE AGREEMENT 
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When there are more economic opportunities 

throughout the continent, the problem of undocu-

mented immigrants would be drastically reduced. 

 

However, there are blind spots with the free-trade 

deal. With the removal of duties and tariffs, a local 

South African company can move its operations to a 

neighbouring country, which has a lower tax rate, but 

continue to produce the products mainly for the 

South African market.  The relocation of the firm will 

reduce South Africa’s tax revenue and also cut jobs in 

South Africa. 

 

The other possible blind spot could be people taking 

advantage of the free-trade zone on the continent to 

import cheap textile products from China into a coun-

try which has very low tariffs for Chinese imports. 

Once those products are in that country, they can be 

transported to the rest of the continent as if they 

were locally produced. For the free-trade zone to 

work, serious enforcement of the rules of engagement 

would be required throughout the continent. 

 

The other challenge which may undermine the spirit 

of a free-trade zone is political instability and war. 

Countries that are at war or have huge parts of their 

territories under the control of rebels would be diffi-

cult to monitor so that all the players play according 

to the set rules of engagement. Also, the differences 

between the value of the currencies can seriously 

complicate transactions and can even undermine do-

mestic economies in certain instances.  

 

But the plain truth is that whatever the challenges 

that can be identified, the idea of a free-trade zone is 

great. This will create a market of more than 1,2 bil-

lion people on the continent. The deal will allow 

goods and services free passage throughout the conti-

nent. This can only be good. 

 

But for Afrikans to get full benefits of the free-trade 

zone, they must increase their productive capacity. 

Afrikans should not just increase the networks of dis-

tributing products manufactured in Europe and China 

but should produce more quality products so that 

they get full benefits of the deal. 

 

But for now, we can celebrate the signing of the deal 

as a major catalyst towards undoing the effects of co-

lonialism.  

 

RULING ELITE DIVISIONS  

BENEFIT THE NATION 

 

Before the 2019 Elections many commentators told 

us that the calls for a united ANC by its leaders had to 

do with the threat of that organisation slipping out of 

power.  The 2016 Local Government Elections had 

already provided evidence that the threat was real.  

The ANC lost the major Metros of Nelson Mandela, 

Tshwane and Johannesburg, while it had to scramble 

for a desperate coalition to cling onto Ekurhuleni. 

 

It is in fact the real threat of losing power that forced 

some ruling party leaders to part ways and agree to 

offload their Noah from the boat.  Jacob Zuma had 

been sacrificed to be that Noah whom the public and 

the voters blamed for not heeding the mandate to go 

to Nineveh but instead went to Tarshish.  What the 

ruling party forgot was that they were all in the boat 

on a corrupt ride to Tarshish.  It is for that reason that 

we reject the theory of “9 wasted years”, because all 

the 25 years remain wasted. 

 

The masses had unleashed their power, or had taken 

back their power.  For once they showed the ANC 

who had the power.  The masses and the electorate 

had forced the ruling elite to fall apart.  That was 

when we began to see the recommendations of for-

mer Public Protector Thuli Madonsela for a State Cap-

ture Judicial Commission no longer contested in 

court.  That is also when we saw the litigation for Zu-

ma to foot the bill for his legal defence no longer con-

tested. 

 

The divisions that the masses forced on the ruling  
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party were beginning to yield positive results in 

terms of laying bare the content and details of corrup-

tion that has held the development of Black people at 

ransom.  That is why the post-elections CR-NDZ divi-

sions are a blessing in disguise for the citizens. 

 

The arrogant defiance by Ace Magashule should not 

irritate the public because it is indirectly helping un-

lock the safes of corruption.  The fallout between Pub-

lic Protector Busisiwe Mkhwebane and the CR faction 

should be a welcome development.  Whether intend-

ed or not, Mkhwebane is doing well in polarising the 

forces in the ruling elite.  Well, some have pointed out 

that Mkhwebane is herself part of the factions; and 

that she was appointed by Zuma to undo the effects of 

the actions of her predecessor on Zuma.  This theory 

concludes that Mkhwebane was offended by the hu-

miliating manner in which Zuma was bundled out of 

office.  That is when she directed her “public protect-

ing” teeth to the CR faction. 

 

The fallout between Pravin Gordhan and the EFF will 

help expose the tax skeletons.  The public needs to 

know whose accounts were shielded by SARS, if there 

were any.  We need to know the tax shenanigans un-

der the ruling elite.  Ordinary citizens cannot be the 

only ones who pay, while the rich and the corrupt are 

protected in their tax evasion activities. 

 

Mkhwebane must sink her teeth deeper into the neck 

of the President so that corrupt blood, if any, should 

spill publicly.  Mkhwebane should help the public see 

if there is any dirt behind the Ramaphosa-Gordhan 

tango.  Gordhan is doing well by angering 

Mkhwebane in his interdict papers against 

Mkhwebane’s remedial directives.  Afterall, all these 

persons are somehow members of the ruling party. 

 

There is hope that the corruption, money laundering 

and racketeering charges that Zuma is facing will now 

force him to actualise his threats of “spilling the 

beans”.  Those beans should be rotten by now be-

cause he has been threatening to spill them from time 

immemorial.  We need him to spill those beans so that 

others can spill theirs on him. 

 

Zuma has threatened to reveal the names of people in 

his party who sold Black people out at CODESA, as 

well as the Arms Deal files.  It is said that he has 

pointed out at the fact that ANC leaders had no source 

of income when they returned from exile, yet they 

lived in luxury because of mansions and other prop-

erties sponsored to them by the Openheimers, the 

Ruperts and the Rothchilds.  The other factions 

should irritate Zuma enough to spill the beans.  The 

opening of the jail doors should help us achieve that 

goal much earlier.  

 

ARMY DEPLOYED TO WAGE WAR 

AGAINST DRUGS ON THE CAPE FLATS 
 

Today Police Minister Bheki Cele announced during 

his Budget Speech that the Police will be working 

with the South African National Defence Force 

(SANDF) to police drugs and gangsterism on the Cape 

Flats. 

In 2018 Mitchell's Plain alone recorded 28 676 re-

ported crimes. 6000 of those crimes were violent. 

And of all those crimes, 4 930 had to do with the drug 

problem. 

 

Children die in gangster crossfire, while learners who 

are part of the gangs take drugs and gangsterism to 

the school grounds where they shoot and kill one an-

other in front of fellow learners. It goes without say-

ing that learning is negatively affected in those cir-

cumstances. 

 

The raping of women and girls is the order of the day. 

It is understandable that communities call for military 

intervention under such helplessness.  

 

From the onset, let us correct the false narrative that 

gangsterism and drugs are exclusively a Cape Flats 

problem. The fact is that it is generally a Black Prob-

lem. It is to be found all over South Africa where poor 

Black people live.  

 

It is concentrated in the townships and shacks. In re-

cent times we have witnessed residents of the  
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communities like Khayelitsha, Gugulethu, Soshanguve, 

Mamelodi, Atteridgeville and Westbury marching 

against gangsterism and drugs. We have seen similar 

community activities in areas like Hillbrow and Berea.  

 

Rainbowists who like to force the thoughtless tem-

plate of "black and white" where it doesn't fit, may be 

itching to say that gangsterism and drugs affect both 

black and white communities. Where in the world is 

that white community? 

 

It is not by accident that gangsterism and drugs are 

rife in the Black communities. It is by design. It was by 

the deliberate social engineering of colonialism and 

racism. It has been exposed that drugs were used by 

the settler-colonial regime to destroy the social fabric 

in the Black communities. 

 

The apartheid regime was happy for so long as Black 

people were killing and raping one another. They 

were happy that Black people were terrorising one 

another to the extent that there was disorder and no 

schooling. Teenage pregnancy was ensuring the in-

creasing school dropout rate and deepening of pov-

erty. All the regime was ready to do was jail the Black 

young people and ensure that they degenerated into 

hard criminals who would be deployed back into the 

Black communities to continue the reign of terror. 

 

Those who know are agreed that gangsterism and 

drugs thrive where there is high unemployment, ab-

ject poverty and overcrowding. And that is exactly the 

Black Condition. Gangsterism and drugs are a reflec-

tion of the socioeconomic problems of the Black com-

munities.  

 

How does government hope to solve a socioeconomic 

problem with a military intervention? How sustaina-

ble is that? Does it perhaps have to do with the gov-

ernment's empty show-off of pretending something is 

happening when nothing effective is happening? 

 

A socioeconomic problem should be solved with sus-

tained socioeconomic interventions. The schooling 

problem should be attended to. No child must be in 

the streets during school time. The unemployment 

and poverty problem should be addressed in earnest. 

That goes with dealing with the apartheid spatial de-

velopment problem. Shacks and RDP houses must be 

removed from the vocabulary of human settlements. 

 

The deployment of the army on the Cape Flats is 

nothing more than a short-term intervention that 

will never solve the gangsterism and drugs problem in 

the Black communities. A caring government should 

stop playing games with the lives and future of Black 

people. Colonialism and racism did that with sufficient 

ruthlessness for a democratic government to want to 

repeat the same. 

 

SALUTE TO MANDLAZI 
 

AZAPO conveys heartfelt condolences to the family of 

veteran actress Nomhle Nkonyeni who died in a PE 

hospital at the age of 77.  

She was the mainstay of the Black arts. Her outstand-

ing creative contribution was recognised when she 

was in May this year awarded with the Order of 

Ikhamanga in Silver. 

 

The outspoken matriarch spoke her mind a week after 

such honour: 

 

“It is sad that the government is taking us performers 

for granted. Sorry, I am not going to waste my vote on 

any party. Twenty-five years later we were given emp-

ty promises by the same government and to this day 

nothing has changed." 

 

Aggrey Street in New Brighton is to be renamed after 

Nomhle Nkonyeni. She expressed joy at that gesture. 

She said she had always been wondering who are the 

people like Gratten and Aggrey after whom the streets 

of New Brighton in PE were named. 

 

Many political activists will remember that artists 

played a pivotal role in the Azanian Revolution. More 

so in the era of the Black Consciousness Movement 

where the political and cultural values of Black Power 

were in the ascendancy.  

 

That was the era of outstanding BC artists like Molefi 

Pheto, Ingoapele Madingoane, Ujebe Masokoana, 

James Matthews, Sipho Mabuse, Khaya Mqhayisa and 

many others. 

 

Rest in peace MaNdlazi.     4 
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It is understandable why some sections of our commu-

nities would celebrate the deployment of troops to 

support the police in “stabilising” crime, especially vio-

lent crime associated with gang activities in some parts 

of the Western Cape. 

 

But the fact that some people are celebrating the de-

ployment of members of the South African National 

Defence Force (SANDF) does not necessarily mean that 

the deployment of the soldiers will achieve the desired 

outcomes. 

There is no doubt that ordinary members of the com-

munity are frustrated by the high rate of gang violence 

and crime in general that they are prepared to accept 

any move that appears to have the sting that will cut 

the crime rate. This explains why many people would 

welcome the engagement of the soldiers in the black 

areas outside Cape Town. 

 

The language by the Police Minister Bheki Cele is tell-
ing. He speaks of soldiers “stabilising” crime in the ar-
ea. Implied in this statement is an acceptance that 
crime in the area will remain but it would be stabi-
lised. 

The unpalatable truth is that the deployment of sol-

diers; the constant raids by the police and other opera-

tions will not address crime because these efforts do 

not deal with the root cause of crime but with the 

symptoms. The real root cause of crime is poverty and 

unemployment. It is not just a coincidence that areas 

that have high levels of poverty and unemployment 

experience higher rates of crime. Some people who are 

unemployed, who are trapped in poverty, who have no 

hope, who have limited education find themselves en-

gaging in crime as part of the struggle to survive. Of 

course, not every poor person gets involved in crime, 

but the truth is that a person who has nothing and who 

has no hope to get food is more likely to be involved in 

crime than someone who does not have to struggle for 

food. 

 

Countries that have the lowest rates of crime such as 

Norway and Sweden have a few things in common. 

These include high skills levels, low poverty levels, al-

most full employment and also a strong social security 

network that ensures that all people regardless of the 

economic status are supported by the State. 

 

There are no quick fix solutions. Deploying the military 

will not solve the under-lying causes of crime. As a 

country, we need to sort out the mess in our education 

system so that we can equip our young people with 

skills. We need to stop corruption so that we can invest 

more in the development of infrastructure and grow 

the economy. When more people are working, when 

many of our citizens have hope and have been re-

moved from poverty, crime levels will decrease. 

DEPLOYMENT OF TROOPS NOT A LASTING SOLUTION TO CRIME 
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ZUMA TESTIMONY POINTS TO A FIGHT 

OVER LOOTING OF STATE RESOURCES 
 

The mainstream media has been awash with analyses 

of the testimony of former President Jacob Zuma to 
the Zondo Commission of Inquiry into State Capture. 
Political analysts have been having a field day com-
menting about what they see as Zuma’s tactics of de-
nials and obfuscations. 

 

Zuma sought to paint himself as a victim of a wide 
political conspiracy that had international tentacles. 
The conspiracy that started in the early 1990s and 

designed to “politically assassinate him”, was sup-
ported by foreign intelligence agencies, according to 
Zuma. 

 

The former ANC Head of Intelligence then dropped 
the “bombshell”. He said former Minister of Minerals 

Ngoako Ramatlhodi was an apartheid era spy. Zuma 
said when Ramatlhodi implicated him in State Cap-
ture in his submission to the Zondo Commission, he 
(Ramatlhodi) was carrying out an instruction. Sup-

pose Ramatlhodi was indeed an apartheid era spy, 
who would be his handler in 2019 after the demise of 
the National Party regime? Another development that 
defies logic is that it was Zuma who appointed 
Ramatlhodi to his Cabinet when he became president 

in 2009. Why would he appoint a spy? Ramatlhodi 

and Siphiwe Nyanda, who is also facing similar accu-

sations, were in the forefront of a spirited campaign 
that ensured Zuma became president of the ANC and 
later of the country.  

 

When Zuma began to outline the elaborate conspiracy 
against him, he identified himself and former Presi-

dent Thabo Mbeki as victims of the plan by the ene-

my. However, later Mbeki became his nemesis and 
removed Zuma from government as deputy president 
of the country. After the 2007 Polokwane conference, 
Zuma and his troops led a campaign that saw the 
premature removal of Mbeki as president of the coun-

try. If Zuma’s argument was to be followed to its logi-
cal conclusion, then Zuma stands accused of support-
ing the initial plot that sought to ensure that he 
(Zuma) and Mbeki were blocked from rising to the 
highest office in the land. Simply, unfathomable. 

 

It is easy for the analysts to dismiss Zuma as some-
body who is refusing to come clean. His testimony 
which was full of “I do not remember, I can’t recall, I 

do not know” provides ample ammunition to those 
who want to dismiss him as somebody who clearly is 
hiding the truth. But that is the easy part. He is a soft 

target. He is painted as the alpha and omega of cor-
ruption in the country. This is obviously not true. 
Some of the people who are using him as a cleanser, 

to purify themselves, were behind his ascension to 
power.  

 

The big elephant in the room is that politicians are 
actually fighting to access State power and all that 
come with it. If there is anything that we can learn 

from the developments at the Zondo Commission is 
that the people, not just voters but informed voters, 

are in the final analysis the best defenders of free-
dom, good governance and democracy.  

 

Politicians, regardless of their impressive revolution-
ary record, cannot be trusted to do the right thing 

once they are in power. Power corrupts even the best 
of revolutionaries. The only way those in power can 
be forced to do the right thing for the majority and 
shy away from corruption is when they know that 

they stand to lose power if they are found to be cor-
rupt. Sadly, this is not the situation in our country at 
the moment. There is no insecurity of tenure for the 
rulers. The dominant belief is that all that you require 
to do is to capture the ruling party and you are guar-

anteed of State power. Little wonder why the fight 
among politicians is not about resolving the issues 

that are pertinent to the electorate such as the crea-
tion of jobs and delivering basic services to the peo-
ple but to get control of the ruling party. What a pity! 
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A POLITICAL PARTY INFESTED WITH  

APARTHEID SPIES 
 

This week former President Jacob Zuma began his 

testimony at the State Capture Commission, more 

commonly known as the Zondo Commission after 

Deputy Chief Justice Zondo who is chairing it.  The 

irony is that Zuma is the one who established the 

Commission and its Terms of Reference in his capaci-

ty as the country’s President.   

 

But Zuma did that screaming and scratching because 

he and his ANC were opposed to the instructions of 

the then Public Protector Madonsela for its establish-

ment under a chairperson chosen by the Chief Justice 

Mogoeng Mogoeng – a move that marked a departure 

to the norm of Presidents appointing the Chairper-

sons of Commissions.  This was done to protect the 

integrity of the Commission that was supposed to 

make findings on State Capture, which is believed to 

have taken place under Zuma’s administration. 

 

AZAPO does not agree to the notion of a State that 

was captured only when Zuma was in the Union 
Buildings.  A tight political case could be made that 
the State/Country was captured when the Azanian 

land was robbed at gun point by the colonialists.  
Such State Capture went on even when colonial pow-

ers like Britain pretended to end their imperial reign 
by handing power to their white citizens as opposed 
to returning it to the rightful owners of the land. 

 

AZAPO was never fooled when Britain virtually hand-

ed power over to itself.  We characterised that era 

from around 1910 as white settler-colonialism.  When 

the white settler-colonial minority pretended to hand 

over power to the Black majority, when they in fact 

handed over political office and retained political and 

economic power, AZAPO was again politically accu-

rate by characterising the post-1994 as neo-

colonialism.  

 

In a nutshell, AZAPO maintains that the looting of 

State resources did not start and end with Zuma.  It 

began with the advent of land dispossession of the 

Azanians and colonialism.  Accordingly, we reject the 

dummy of the so-called “nine wasted years”.  AZAPO 

knows about the twenty-five wasted years.  They are 

wasted in the sense that the people were given hope 

that the development of Black people would have tak-

en place in earnest, yet the resources to realise that 

dream were looted by people with apparent struggle 

credentials. 

In a manner that somehow vindicates AZAPO’s posi-

tion that neo-colonialism is in charge of the rainbow 

project, Zuma revealed at the Zondo Commission that 

the ruling party is rotten with apartheid spies.  He 

dropped as apartheid spies the names of Ngoako 

Ramatlhodi, Siphiwe Nyanda and one “Comrade Fear” 

who was also known as either “Edward Lawrence” or 

“Ralph”. 

 

“Ralph” is said to have died under brutal interroga-

tion under ANC custody.  Zuma’s claims called to 

question how the ANC operated as a liberation outfit.  

Zuma says Ramatlhodi was recruited while he was a 

student in Lesotho.  Although, according to Zuma, 

Ramatlhodi was compromised, he was associated 

with the MK and even rose to be in the office of the 

ANC’s President and Commander in Chief Oliver Tam-

bo.  Zuma himself compensated Ramatlhodi’s cam-

paign for his ANC presidency with several Ministerial 

appointments.  Nyanda rose through the ranks and 

even became MK Chief of Staff, yet Zuma is sure than 

Nyanda was an apartheid spy. 

 

It is not easy to dismiss Zuma for at least two reasons.  

He was the ANC’s Head of Intelligence in exile.  In that 

capacity, he would be expected to know a bit of the 

ANC’s underworld.  In the waking of Zuma’s revela-

tions, ANC leader Sydney Mufamadi did not advance 

any denials but expressed disappointment that Zuma 
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pointed to Ramatlhodi as an apartheid spy, while Nel-

son Mandela had in 1994 urged ANC leaders not to 
judge some ANC leaders on the basis of their record as 

apartheid spies.  On the strength of Mufamadi’s state-
ment, Zuma is not wrong in saying that the ANC lead-
ership is riddled with apartheid spies.   

 

Mufamadi was recently tasked to lead a 10-person 

High-Level Review Panel on the shenanigans taking 

place in State Security Agency (SSA).  Of interest was 

that the demoted former SSA Director General Arthur 

Fraser rubbished Mufamadi’s Report as misleading 

President Cyril Ramaphosa.  Fraser wrote a 78-page 

document in which he said the Report erred in point-

ing fingers at the former MK guerrilla combatants as 

the ones that leaked information, or sowed divisions 

in the Intelligence organisations.  He singled out 

apartheid spies as the ones that infiltrated the ANC 

and its Alliance organisations, and actually planted 

misleading information to cause divisions in the ruling 

party and the State. 

 

Who are we to believe?  Fraser is said to be the one 

who was appointed by former President Thabo Mbeki 

to keep tabs on those who were pushing Zuma to suc-

ceed him.  Fraser is said to have switched sides and, in 

the end, helped Zuma with the “spy tapes” that led to 

the controversial dropping of his corruption, money 

laundering and racketeering case. 

 

While some alleged apartheid spies in the ANC are 

denying that role, others like human rights lawyer and 

UDF/ANC activist Vanessa Brereton admitted to hav-

ing been an apartheid spy who infiltrated the UDF.  

Her operating code was RS452.  Of interest is that 

Brereton was active in Port Elizabeth (PE) and the 

Eastern Cape in the 1980s.  That was during the peri-

od AZAPO and its members defended themselves 

against a planned onslaught carried out by UDF/ANC.  

During that Feud, AZAPO members in PE came under 

brutal attacks because they were publicly accused of 

killing the “PEBCO Three” – Qaqawuli Godolozi, Sipho 

Hashe and Champion Galela.  The apartheid spies in 

the ANC sowed misinformation while they knew that 

the truth was that the three were murdered by the 

apartheid police. 

 

There is a lot of damage done to the Azanian Revolu-

tion by the apartheid spies in the ANC.  It makes us 

wonder why was the ANC always the one organisation 

that was involved in physical and murderous fights to 

liquidate its political competitors like AZAPO and PAC.  

Members of these liberation organisations were neck-

laced, and their homes were destroyed with fire by the 

followers of the ANC.  This anti-people war was ex-

tended to members of the public that were deemed to 

be sellouts.  Yet the sellouts were right inside the ANC, 

and were leading the hunt and destruction of 

“sellouts” outside the ANC.  We know that the ANC 

took this venom to the IFP.   

 

 

How unsettling can it be for the citizens to know that 

the Democratic Project is being led by elements that 

were apartheid spies?  That is why AZAPO insists that 

all the apartheid spies must be exposed.  The citizens 

deserve to know the apartheid spies in the ANC and in 

government.  Perhaps that might give citizens the clue 

as to why the government is shooting blacks when it 

comes to service delivery and the development of 

Black people. 

 

The citizens may perhaps know who assassinated 
Muntu Myeza, Sabelo Phama, Jeff Masemola, Thami 
Mcerwa and many other Azanian Revolutionaries.  

    4 
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There was a bizarre news report published in The Star 

on July 23 under the headline: Johann Rupert ‘trying to 

distort history on Biko’. 

 

In the report, controversial Afrikaner billionaire Jo-

hann Rupert claims that he had established a relation-

ship with Bantu Biko, the founding father of Black Con-

sciousness Movement in South Africa. 

 

The newspaper article, quoting from a book titled, The 

Stellenbosch Mafia: Inside the Billionaires’ Club, states 

that Rupert allegedly met Biko in 1970, while he was in 

Stellenbosch during a South African Students’ Organi-

sation (Saso) conference. “Biko was in Stellenbosch to 

attend a conference of the Saso. I wanted to meet him 

and talk about his convictions and beliefs. We met one 

day and we continued talking until very late”.  

 

“I told him that if I were a black man I would also be a 

Pan Africanist. I would also be a member of the PAC, 

not the ANC. We agreed that there could be no peace in 

the country unless there was a deal between white na-

tionalists and black nationalists,” Rupert is quoted as 

saying in the book. 

 

Then the newspaper report further states that Rupert’s 

utterances have angered the PAC, which through its 

president Narius Moloto has accused Rupert of trying 

to distort and rewrite history in his favour. Wow! 

 

This report is extremely bizarre for many reasons. 

Firstly, SASO never held a conference in Stellenbosch. 

Professor Ranwedzi Harry Nengwekhulu was shocked 

when he heard the claim that a SASO conference was 

held in Stellenbosch. Nengwekhulu, who worked very 

closely with Biko at the time, is adamant that if there 

was such a conference, he would have known because 

he would have actively participated in its organising.  

 

Another peculiar assertion in the report is the claim 

that Biko was a member of the PAC. As AZAPO, we can 

excuse Rupert of failing to distinguish between AZAPO 

and the PAC. But for Rupert to make the statement that 

“if I were black, I would also be PAC” means that Biko 

would have told him that he was a member of the PAC. 

That is plain nonsense. Biko was not just a member of 

the BCM aligned SASO, he was its leader. The only logi-

cal inference that can be drawn is that no such interac-

tion happened. 

 

It is also bizarre that Moloto, speaking on behalf of the 

PAC, creates an impression that Biko was a PAC mem-

ber. Why? Everybody who has a basic understanding  

AFRIKANER AND BIKO 
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of our liberation history would know that Biko is as 

AZAPO just as Robert Sobukwe is PAC. Why try to 
“distort history in your favour” Comrade Moloto? 

 

Another bizarre element in the newspaper story is 

the failure of the reporter to contact AZAPO on the 
matter. Surely when it comes to Biko, AZAPO is the 
authentic voice because AZAPO is the custodian of 
Biko’s legacy. Since his brutal murder in police deten-
tion by apartheid security police on September 12, 

1977, AZAPO has ensured that every September 12, 
commemorations are held to honour Biko. 

 

Many AZAPO members have been murdered, defend-

ing the ideas of Biko. Biko cannot be separated from 
AZAPO.  

 

But why would Rupert claim that he had a relation-
ship with Biko? We can only speculate. Biko has im-

peccable revolutionary credentials. He was the best 
that the Azanian revolution has produced. He is an 

icon of Black pride. He is the ultimate voice of the 
Black revolution in this country. He is the undisputed 
champion of mental freedom for Black people. Biko is 
a symbol of Black power.  

 

And what about Rupert? He is the symbol of ill-gotten 
white wealth acquired through land dispossession, 

colonialism and apartheid. He is the symbol of white 
power. He is a symbol of white wealth. He is the ulti-
mate exhibit of the success of settler-colonialism for 
the Afrikaners. 

 

Given his profile, what does he need to do to shed off 
the offensive whiteness and gain political acceptance 
in the eyes of the majority in neo-colonial South Afri-

ca? He must fashion himself as part of those who 

fought against apartheid. And what better proof that 
you fought against apartheid than to fake a relation-
ship with Biko, our revolutionary icon. 

 

If Rupert has indeed gone through the Damascus ex-
perience and has seen the light and wants history to 
remember him as one of those few Afrikaners who 

were on the side of the oppressed, he must do more 
than claim a relationship with Biko. Rupert is ex-
tremely rich and powerful. He can use his wealth and 
power to lead the process of atonement of white peo-
ple for their apartheid sins. This process has to be 

much more than just an admission that apartheid was 
wrong and that it was a crime against humanity. The 

process must be accompanied by real action. One 
such action would be to support the repossession of 
the land from whites to Black people. In Rupert’s 
case, he would have to give a sizable portion of his 

family wealth to the State to promote wealth redistri-
bution. After all, the struggle was not just for the right 

to vote but for land and wealth repossession. 

 

 If Rupert can do these things, maybe we might be 
convinced that Biko has influenced him from the 

grave.  

 

WORLD PEACE AND STABILITY WILL  

FLOURISH UNDER MULTILATERALISM  

 

Under its policy of policing and bullying the world, 
the US is out to ensure that the countries it considers 
as its enemies do not possess nuclear weapons. 

 

The US is doing this unilateral policing with a bias 
that is guided by its interest. It claims to work on the 
basis of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nucle-
ar Weapons, which is simply known as the Non-
Proliferation Treaty or NPT. 

 

The NPT was negotiated between 1965 and 1968 by 

the Eighteen Nation Committee on Disarmament in 
Geneva, Switzerland. 

 

The main elements of the NPT were to ensure that 

there was no further proliferation of nuclear weap-
ons, while attempts would be made to persuade the 
nuclear countries towards disarmament. Meanwhile, 
the right to peaceful use of nuclear technology would 

be protected and encouraged.  
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The imposing power of Iran in the Middle East was 

troubling the US, which had a duty to protect its Zion-

ist isolated ally Israel. US President Barack Obama 

opted for persuasion rather than hostility against 

Iran. In 2015 the US led the western powers to clinch 

a Nuclear Deal with Iran. The countries were the US, 

UK, Russia, France, Germany, China and the EU. 

 

Five of these nations are declared Nuclear Countries. 

They are the US, UK, Russia, France and China. These 

are countries that weaponised their nuclear before 

the conclusion of the NPT. 

 

The US was the first country to develop nuclear weap-

ons during World War II. It tested them in 1945. The 

US did this out of fear that Nazi Germany would de-

velop them first. With the nuclear weapons in its 

hands, the US tightened its security and its threat to 

destroy any country that threatened its interests. 

 

In the era of the Cold War, that put Russia in a disad-

vantaged position. Threatened by the urge that the US 

had over it, Russia moved with speed and tested its 

own nuclear weapons 4 years after the US in 1949. 

Threatened by Russia's security advantage, the UK 

and France tested their nuclear weapons in 1952 and 

1960, respectively. China followed suit in 1964. 

 

These are the countries that the US mobilised to con-

tain Iran's appetite for the weaponisation of its nucle-

ar technology. As we pointed out earlier on, the US 

did this to protect its ally Israel. It also did so because 

it could not tolerate the increase of nuclear powers 

that are hostile to it. That would undermine its bully-

ing position in world politics.  

 

The Nuclear Deal had a commitment that sanctions 

would be lifted if Iran complied with the terms of the 

deal. The withdrawal of Iran's oil from the world mar-

ket was not only hitting Iran, it also caused scarcity 

and drove the oil prices higher.  

 

Enter Donald Trump who was bent on undoing every 

Obama gain. Trump wasted no time in pulling out of 

the Nuclear Deal, thereby violating the terms of the 

deal. Yet the US pulled out and blamed Iran, while it 

re-imposed sanctions on Iran. It was also clear that 

the US was under the influence of Israel whose Presi-

dent Benjamin Netanyahu held the view that 

the Nuclear Deal "would not block Iran's path to the 

bomb; it would pave it". 

 

Other countries with nuclear weapons are India, Paki-

stan and North Korea. These countries have declared 

their nuclear status through the open testing of their 

nuclear weapons. Israel is another country that has 

nuclear weapons. The difference with Israel is that it 

has kept its nuclear status under cover. That has 

placed it in a position where it is able to avoid any 

punitive attention, while it benefits from the security 

of possession. 

 

Nobody pays attention to the irony of a nuclear pow-

er like Israel demanding that its neighbour Iran be 

destroyed through sanctions for possessing a capabil-

ity to develop nuclear weapons.  

 

The EU countries were clear that they would not be 

bullied by the US. They stood a lot to lose by pulling 

out of the Nuclear Deal. Countries like Germany were 

already big trading partners with Iran. The arbitrary 

sanctions were not helping these countries. And so, 

they devised a facility through which Iran could trade 

with them by bypassing the dollar. 

 

Faced with this frustration, the US escalated war talk 

against Iran and provoked it by flying a technological-

ly sophisticated drone in the Iran skies. Iran shot it 

down with the technological capability and precision 

that shocked the US and the world. It was then that 

they realised that they had all along underestimated 

Iran. It was more powerful than they thought.  They 
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had mistakenly thought that Iran would not have the 

capabilities to bring that drone down. 

 

The analysis of that Iran threat forced the US to abort 

its retaliation mission against Iran. At the beginning of 

this month, the US puppet UK seized an Iran oil tanker 

Grace 1 in the Strait of Gibraltar under the accusation 

that it was ferrying 2.1 million barrels of crude oil to 

Syria in violation of European sanctions.  

 

Iran flexed its muscles by seizing a British oil tanker in 

the Strait of Hormuz. This is an important oil shipping 

route. Iran's advantage is that it enjoys geographical 

proximity to the route. 

 

It is becoming increasingly clear to the US that Iran 

has an ace up its sleeve. On the other hand, the world 

powers seem to have no appetite for a third World 

War that Trump is busy provoking. 

 

The nuclear countries, which have not signed the NPT, 

believe that the manoeuvres by the NPT nuclear pow-

ers to strip other countries of nuclear capabilities is 

designed to denude others of security to weaken them 

to toe the bullying line by the US.  

 

This is what countries like North Korea are resisting. 

In its Nuclear Summit with the US, North Korea indi-

cated that it was prepared to denuclearise only if the 

US would do the same. That is how the negotiations 

deadlocked. 

 

The countries of the world should strengthen their 

resolve to diminish the unipolar world under the bul-

lying of the US. Multilateralism is the world system 

that must be promoted. That is why the development 

of China and Russia to world power status that is 

threatening to surpass the US might in the march of 

time is welcome. 

 

In line with multilateralism that hold as sacrosanct the 
sovereignty and self-determination of nations, the 
world governance system of the United Nations needs 
to be transformed. 

 

 

 

 

CONVICTED RACIST SPARROW HAS DIED 
 

Convicted white supremacist Penny Sparrow has died 
of colon cancer. In 2016 Sparrow was found guilty of 
"hate speech" by the Equality Court after referring to 
Black beachgoers as "illiterate monkeys".  

 

She was ordered to pay R150 000 to the Oliver and 

Adelaide Tambo Foundation. The Foundation correct-

ly rejected what it called "racist money". 

 

The ANC-led government has reduced white racism to 

"hate speech" that is punishable by a court order to 

pay a few shillings. The logic here is that racists do not 

become racists until they make "hate speech" out-

bursts. 

 

This is nothing but another ploy to let white racists 

and land thieves off the hook. 

 

AZAPO does not believe institutionalised racism can 

be eradicated through litigation. Racism is a function 

of power.  

 

White people still enjoy economic power, which en-

sures that they monopolise the wealth to the exclusion 

of the majority of Black people. 

 

On the other hand, Black people are subjected to land-

lessness, abject poverty and an association with 

shacks. Whites who refer to Black people as monkeys 

are genuine. And nothing is going to change their gen-

uine attitude if the conditions of Black people remain 

the same even under a democratic dispensation. 

 

White racists will be clever enough not to make any 

outbursts, in which cases they would avoid court cas-

es. With a zero conviction rate by the Equality Court, 

statisticians and the politicians will be boasting about 

how racism has been successfully eradicated. How 

stupid! 

 

White racism is a paper-based system that is connect-
ed with the landlessness of Black people. It will take 
the reconquest of the land and the radical redistribu-
tion of the wealth to restore Black people's dignity 

and uproot white racism.  
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Not many people attach much importance to what it 

took to bring about the 1994 democracy in South Afri-

ca.  

 

Those who do not want to go a distance in thinking 

simply think democracy came about because Nelson 

Mandela spent 27 years in jail. They are grateful to 

him, and to him alone, for bringing about the demo-

cratic change by being in jail all those years. 

 

Some are oblivious to the political struggles that took 

place in Azania, and just thank God for delivering the 

democratic change. 

 

Of course, the 1994 democratic change is the least of 

what the demands of the Azanian Revolution entailed. 

The reconquest of our land and total liberation is what 

we expected. 

 

Even so, the 1994 democratic change came about at 

the cost of spilling of the blood of Black people. It took 

the loss of lives of millions of Black people to bring 

about even the little we achieved in 1994. 

 

For hundreds of years our forebears waged Land Wars 

(frontier wars) where they faced enemy guns with 

spears. When they were defeated, they were made 

slaves, while our Black women took an extra bullet of 

being raped by the enemy. 

 

In the modern times Black people were reduced to la-

bourers at best, and the jobless and prisoners at worst. 

If they were not killed in the countless massacres dur-

ing the struggle, they were hanged in prisons. 

 

When 1994 came, Blacks thought the reward for their 

sufferings had arrived. They were wrong. 

 

But they were less prepared for the fact that they were 

to continue the struggle under their own democratical-

ly elected government where they continued to die un-

der killings like the Marikana Massacre. 

 

They were not ready for the brutal reality that there 

would be other Bikos like Andries Tatane, Bazooka 

Radebe and Mambush Noki under democracy. 

 

When you thought that matchbox houses and shacks 

were an apartheid phenomenon that was the design of 

white racism, shacks and RDP structures have actually 

mushroomed and multiplied under democracy. 

EMPTY PROMISES RESULT IN THE DEPRESSION OF BLACK PEOPLE 
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The liberation promise has virtually come to zero if 

you consider the hardships that Black people are sub-

jected to. 

 

The liberation promise has gone up in smoke with the 

ever-rising unemployment, which has now increased 

to 38.5%, which amounts more than 10 million un-

employed people. Meanwhile, the ESKOM net losses 

have reached R20.7 billion. This is contributing to the 

debilitating impact on the expected but elusive eco-

nomic growth. The little revenue that Eskom gener-

ates falls short of paying the interest on the existing 

debt bill, which just keeps on spiralling out of con-

trol.  

 

The way things stand, all indications are that Presi-

dent Ramaphosa will be rushing to the IMF cap in 

hand for the enslaving loans. This will be influenced 

by the country's inability to pay its debts. 

 

Rating agency Fitch has downgraded the country's 

economic outlook from stable to negative on the back 

of the low economic growth and ESKOM bailouts by 

government. They have kept the long term foreign 

and local currency one notch above junk status.  

 

What does all this mean for Black people? Depres-

sion.  

 

This social depression expresses itself in the dysfunc-

tionality of many Black families, which are supposed 

to be responsible for bringing up our children from 

whom tomorrow's leaders are expected to come 

from. The Black community is doomed at this rate. 

Many Black parents have resorted to the abuse of al-

cohol, while their children drop out of school and re-

sort to abusing drugs that are splashed by the drug 

lords in the townships. 

 

Like many of the Black families, many of the town-

ships schools are also dysfunctional. Drugs and alco-

hol find their way into the classroom. Gangsters use 

the school yard as their battlefield. 

 

Both teachers and learners find themselves falling 

victim to the complete collapse of discipline in the 

schooling system. A few teachers have been killed by 

their learners. 

 

The church is not what it used to be. It has been in-

vaded by leaders who see it as a profit-making insti-

tution. The meagre earnings of poor parents are 

robbed by these crook faith leaders in the name of the 

Lord. 

 

It is the sad story of a depressed Black community. 

 

 "It becomes more necessary to see the truth as it is 

if you realise that the only vehicle for change are 
these people who have lost their personality. The 
first step therefore is to make the black man come 

to himself; to pump back life into his empty shell; to 
infuse him with pride and dignity, to remind him of 

his complicity in the crime of allowing himself to be 
misused and therefore letting evil reign supreme in 

the country of his birth." Steve Biko 

 

Media reports show that the notorious necklace that 

was invented to deal with political rivals has now 

been adopted to barbarically kill suspected criminals 

that harass and terrorise the Black community.  

 

The residents know that they are not supposed to 

take the law into their hands. But they say they do 

this because the police are not doing their job of 

pouncing on the drug lords and gangsters. 

 

Service delivery protests are on the increase. The pol-

iticians are looting the State resources that were sup-

posed to fund the delivery of services. 
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This is nothing but evidence of the diminishing levels 

of Black Consciousness in our communities. People 

armed with Black Consciousness would choose to use 

their frustration as the energy to rise and direct their 

fight to the real source of their plight. 

 

That plight is landlessness and absence of liberation 

as a result of empty promises. The Azanian Masses 

must realise that the struggle continues. Black people 

need to come together in all spheres of life and reflect 

on what needs to be done. 

 

BARBARISM OF CAPITALISM 
 

Capitalism is a barbaric system. Yes, really. Just to re-

move any doubt about this assertion, a news report 

last week revealed that Naspers CEO Bob Van Dijk 

earned R1.6 billion in the last financial year. If the fig-

ure is too big and confusing, let us simplify it. Assum-

ing that Van Dijk worked five days a week, like many 

other people, for each day worked, he earned R6.67 

million a day. 

 

With earnings of R6.67 million a day, Van Dijk can 

afford to pay the annual salary of the President of the 

Republic with his earnings of just one day and still 

keep more than R3 million change. The current annu-

al earnings of the President of South Africa is R3.6 

million. 

 

Just to put things in proper perspective, Naspers is 

the mother company of various entities including 

Multichoice and many other companies based in vari-

ous countries. A few weeks ago, Multichoice an-

nounced that it would be cutting about 2000 jobs, to 

cut rising costs and improve efficiency. The majority 

of the workers targeted for retrenchments are low 

skilled workers, many of whom earn less than R8000 

a month.  

 

It is difficult to understand how people who work for 

the same company can earn so different salaries. But 

that is the nature of the beast called capitalism. It is a 

system that thrives on promoting inequality.  

 

What makes Van Dijk’s earnings to be in bitter taste 

for many working class people is the fact that the 

economy of the country is shedding jobs. This week, 

Stats SA released its report that stated that narrow 

unemployment rate has risen to 29%, the highest this 

figure has been for more than 10 years.  This is a cri-

sis, especially considering that the actual rate of un-

employment is much higher and stands at 38.5%. In 

fact, if we consider that more than 50% of those em-

ployed are under-employed and spend as much as 

70% of their earnings on transport to go to work, the 

situation is even more dire. 

 

“Thus in South Africa it is very expensive to be poor. 

It is the poor people who stay furthest from town 

and therefore have to spend more money on 

transport to come and work for white people” Steve 

Biko 

 

Under the current economic system, the government 

can do virtually nothing to regulate executive pay. 

The government can also not force the private sector 

to create and maintain jobs. However, the govern-

ment can help reduce the unemployment bloodbath 

by doing a few things. One of these would be to pro-

tect the local producers of chicken against the dump-

ing of cheap chicken from abroad. The government 

can also impose higher tariffs on cheap Chinese im-

ports in the textile sector. But more importantly, the 

government can actively support local manufacturers 

and boost exports, taking advantage of the weaker 

rand. 

 

But for now, all we get from the ruling party, with re-

gard to the unemployment crisis, after a meeting of its 

National Executive Committee is an expression of a 

“grave concern.” What a pity!   
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MENTAL SLAVERY—PEOPLE’S  

BIGGEST DOWNFALL 
 

One of the most crucial aspects of Black Consciousness 

is its potency to attack mental slavery or mental op-

pression. As Bantu Biko said, in one of his seminal 

writings: “The most potent weapon in the hands of the 

oppressor is the mind of the oppressed.” 

 

Indeed, mental slavery has been our biggest downfall 

as a people throughout history. During slavery, a few 

dozens of European slave hunters would arrive at an 

Afrikan country for their evil mission of catching 

slaves. Before they start with their mission of hunting 

down slaves, they would get some Afrikans to be part 

of their mission. Instead of all Afrikans resisting and 

fighting back the slave-hunters, some of the Afrikan 

people would join the hunters and become part and 

parcel of the slave-hunting machinery. 

It was the same scenario during colonialism. European 

colonialism would have had very limited success had 

it not been for the co-operation of other Afrikans who 

worked with the colonisers against their fellow Afri-

kan people. 

 

All that the European colonisers had to do was to se-

lect some Afrikans and indoctrinate them with Euro-

pean “values” through education and religion. Once 

the Afrikans got “civilised” they saw themselves as the 

extension of the European colonial project. It was the 

Mozambican liberation hero Samora Machel who ob-

served that some Afrikans were proud that they were 

colonised by the French while others boasted that 

they were colonised by the English. 

 

In occupied Azania, traditional leaders who resisted 

colonialism and apartheid were dethroned and were 

replaced with apartheid stooges who supported the 

colonialists. The cardinal point is that had the coloni-

alists not secured the collaboration of some Afrikans, 

colonialism would have been impossible. 

 

The script is basically the same under neo-colonial 

setup like in the present day Zuid Afrika. A section of 

the liberation movement gets co-opted into the ruling 

structure that enforced and defended colonialism. The 

system co-opts a section of the oppressed, gives them 

crumbs falling from the table of the super-rich, mainly 

white class, so that they can defend the system and 

become its ambassadors. 

 

“So as a prelude whites must be made to realise 

that they are only human, not superior. Same with 

Blacks. They must be made to realise that they are 

also human, not inferior.” Steve Biko 

 

In a neo-colonial arrangement, it would not be white 

people who would be lecturing the masses about the 

dangers of getting the land back to Black people. No. It 

would be “educated” Afrikans who would be warning 

us against going the Zimbabwe route. They would tell 

us never to temper with the Reserve Bank or to make 

any radical policy shift because the country would be 

downgraded, and we would scare away foreign inves-

tors. 

 

As AZAPO, we should always remember that the 

struggle has always been waged, in part, against those 

who look like us but who advance the interests of the 

colonisers. We have the responsibility to spread BC, 

the potent pill against mental slavery. 

 

Only the mentally liberated Black leaders can be trust-

ed with the mission of advancing the interests of Black 

people in general. And when that happens, the agenda 

of the government will change. Issues of grinding pov-

erty in rural areas, poor education in Black areas, high 

rates of crime in Black areas and lack of basic services 

such as water and electricity for the majority of the 

people will dominate government agenda. At the mo-

ment, this is not the case. Currently, the fight is over 

the crumbs falling from the table of white monopoly 

capital.  

    4 
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9 August 1956 stands tall in the history of the Azanian 

Revolution. It is the day Azanian women stood up and 

staged a massive protest against the white settler-

minority regime’s repeated attempts to force Black 

women to carry passes. 

 

Women travelled from all over the country and gath-

ered in the then Pretoria and then sieged the Union 

Buildings where Prime Minister JG Strijdom and his ilk 

were expected to receive the petition by the 20 000 

strong women’s presence.  Strijdom and his people 

pulled a now-show against the women who were sing-

ing “Wathint’ abafazi, wathint’ imbokodo” (You have 

tampered with the women, you have struck a rock). 

 

On realising that the action had put such fear of God in 

Strijdom and his people who had locked the doors and 

ran away, Lilian Ngoyi led the Azanian Baobabs into a 

Silent Protest for about 30 minutes to finish the white 

racist regime off. 

 

That is why 9 August is always observed as the Wom-

en’s Day in Azania.  This was not to pour cold water on 

the International Women’s Day which falls on 8 March, 

but an attempt to ensure that a day of historic signifi-

cance like the 1956 protest was not lost. 

 

The International Women’s Day was heralded by the 

Women’s Day that was organised by the Socialist Party 

of America on 28 February 1909 in New York.  That 

prompted German revolutionary Clara Zetkin to pro-

pose at the 1910 International Socialist Women’s Con-

ference that 8 March be observed on an annual basis as 

the International Women’s Day. 

 

Granted that background, we honour both 8 March and 

9 August.  But we have moved further to ensure that 9 

August becomes a public holiday to memorialise the 

gallant struggles of the Azanian Baobabs modelled on 

the heroism of Women Warriors and Military Strate-

gists like MaNthatisi, Makeda, Nzinga, Nehanda and 

many others. 

 

In the mode of these African Women Warriors, Black 

Women were making their presence felt in the Black 

Power-inspired Black Consciousness Movement in the 

mid-1960s and onwards.  Motlalepule Kgware, Asha 

Moodley, Debs Matshoba, Mamphela Ramphele, Joyce 

Kalaote, Nombulelo Kobus (now  Mkefa), Thenjiwe 

WE SALUTE THE AZANIAN BAOBABS 

Office #3, 5th Floor  
Corner House  
77 Commissioner Street 
Corner Simmonds Street 
JOHANNESBURG  
2001 
info@azapo.org.za 
www.azapo.org.za 

1 

VOLUME 2 ISSUE 29 AZAPO WEEKLY ONLINE PUBLICATION 

https://maps.google.com/?q=97+Commissioner+Street&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:info@azapo.org.za
http://www.azapo.org.za/


2 

 

Mntintso, Mmagauta Molefe, Rowayda Halim, Rose 

Ngwenya, Nosipho Matshoba, Nkosazana Dlamini 

(Zuma), Kuki Tlhako are some of the many Azanian 

Baobabs that kept the fires of the Liberation Struggle 

burning. 

 

It is the self-assertiveness of these Azanian Baobabs 

that ensured that Motlalepule Kgware became the 

inaugural President of the Black People’s Convention 

(BPC), while Nkosazana Dlamini (Zuma) became the 

Deputy President of SASO - the BCM pioneer organi-

sation – in 1974.  The bold statement that women 

were not in the struggle to add numbers but to lead 

did not end there.  In 1978 Nombulelo Mkefa as-

sumed the position of being the Deputy President of 

AZAPO and went higher to become AZAPO President 

in 1979. 

 

After the efforts to organise Black women into the 

Black Women Unite, AZAPO consolidated that hard 

work into the formation of IMBELEKO Women’s Or-

ganisation in 1987. This was done out of the realisa-

tion that Black women had peculiar problems that 

needed them to close ranks and confront patriarchy 

as part of the struggle for Land Repossession, Total 

Liberation and Socialism. 

 

SOCCER BLACKOUT 
 

Ordinarily AZAPO Voice should be castigating the 

government for failing to ensure that the SABC televi-

sion and radio services are able to broadcast Premier 

Soccer League (PSL) matches. But why should we? 

This government has consistently displayed its con-

tempt for the poor. While it rules over the poor, it is, 

in fact, a government for the rich. 

If the government is unable, or unwilling or both, to 

provide a basic necessity such as water to millions of 

the rural poor, why should we be surprised that it is 

allowing soccer to be watched only by the rich and 

those who are able to afford DSTV? If the government 

is unable to build classrooms in poor areas and thou-

sands of learners are still being taught under trees, 

why should we be shocked that soccer, the most pop-

ular sport among Black people will be privatised and 

only accessible to the rich? If, according to the om-

budsman appointed by the government, health ser-

vices in the public sector have collapsed, why should 

we expect politicians to give a hoot about access to 

soccer? 

 

The blackout of soccer on the screens of the public 

broadcaster is further evidence that the government 

pays little attention to the interests of the poor. The 

only time that politicians take an active interest, nay, 

pretend to be interested in the plight of the poor is 

during elections. Otherwise they really could not care 

less for the poor. It is not by accident that South Afri-

ca has become the most unequal society in the world. 

It is as a result of the policies that essentially priori-

tise the interests of the rich and not of the poor. 

 

But what is the real story behind the soccer blackout 

on SABC television? The SABC is in a financial crisis 

which has been caused by poor management and bla-

tant looting by some cronies to further nests of politi-

cally connected business people including the Gupta 

family. Its poor financial state has forced the public 

broadcaster to have to cut programs that are not fi-

nancially viable. 
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A few years ago, PSL reached a licencing agreement 

with pay channel SuperSport. The deal generated 

hundreds of millions for the PSL and the private pay 

channel had the right to sell soccer to a third party.  

Over the years, the SABC has been buying the rights 

from SuperSport. According to the SABC, SuperSport 

wants the SABC to pay R280 million a year for the 

rights to broadcast PSL matches. However, this is not 

financially viable for the SABC as the public broad-

caster only generates about R9.8 million in revenues 

for broadcasting the soccer matches. And because of 

this, there is a deadlock. 

 

In its wisdom, the PSL decided a few years ago to sell 

the soccer rights to the highest bidder, SuperSport. 

For SuperSport, this was a worthwhile investment. 

However, the full value of this investment can only be 

realised if the clause of exclusivity was applied. In 

other words, if SuperSport refused to sell PSL soccer 

rights to the SABC, the pay TV channel would be in an 

ideal position to increase its subscriber base and 

therefore make more money. Like any other private 

company in a capitalist mode of production, Super-

Sport is driven by the profit motive and not by the 

altruistic intention of ensuring that people, regardless 

of their social or economic status, have access to the 

game of billions in the country. 

 

True to form, SuperSport drew a line in the sand and 

insisted that unless it was paid what the PSL rights 

were worth, there was no deal. A no deal is a good 

deal for SuperSport. Many people who do not have 

DSTV will be forced to subscribe to the pay channel in 

order to watch their favourite sport. 

 

On the other end, the PSL decided to sell their soccer 

rights to the highest bidder because they too wanted 

money to invest in the game. The more people watch 

soccer from the comfort of their lounges, the fewer 

people would go to the stadiums. Empty stadiums 

mean less revenues for the PSL. To mitigate the loss 

of revenue from gate-takings, the PSL did what was in 

the interest of their association by selling the rights to 

the highest bidder. 

 

It is no secret that poor funding is in part responsible 

for the migration of talent from the developing world 

in South America and Africa to Europe, mainly to Brit-

ain, Spain, France and Italy. And because the best in 

the world play in these leagues, soccer bodies in these 

countries generate billions through selling TV rights 

globally. In the process, poorer countries contribute 

to poor development of soccer in their countries 

while subsidising the rich European countries. It is a 

form of cultural imperialism.  And cultural imperial-

ism is an important pillar of neo-colonialism. 

 

We can expect strategic politicians to call on the SABC 

to carry out its “public mandate”. They will say the 

SABC should address this matter and ensure that all 

South Africans have access to PSL games. But these 

will only be words. The SABC can only deliver on its 

public mandate if that mandate is publicly funded. 

Currently this is not the situation. The SABC is ex-

pected to generate its own revenue to fund its opera-

tions. 

 

But because the biggest losers of the no-deal between 

the SABC and SuperSport are the poor, little will be 

done. In the eyes of the politicians, the poor are only 

useful during an election. What a pity!  

 

AZANIA REMEMBERS MAPETLA MOHAPI 
 

43 years ago, one of the foremost political ancestors 

of the Black Consciousness Movement was killed in 

racist police custody.  That Son of the Soil was 

Mapetla Mohapi. 

 

Mohapi was born in Sterkspruit in the Eastern Cape 

on 2 September 1947. He studied at the University of 

the North (Turfloop), where he adopted the philoso-

phy of Black Consciousness, believing that it was the 

best way to defeat oppression. He became an activist 

of the South African Students Organisation (SASO), 

which was the pioneer organisation of the BCM. 
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He was among thousands of Black students who 

walked out of Turfloop in solidarity with the late Cde 

Tiro who had been expelled. Nevertheless, he man-

aged to graduate with a degree in Social Work. 

 

 

Mohapi gave selflessly with his heart and soul to the 

upliftment of social conditions of Black people and 

their collective dignity through community develop-

ment programmes and projects. He worked tirelessly 

for the Zimele Trust, a trust that took care of ex-

political prisoners and their families, as its adminis-

trator. Mohapi was identified for his efforts  and com-

mitment and elected the Permanent Organiser for SA-

SO in 1974. 

 

He was instrumental in organising the pro-Frelimo 

Rallies in October 1974 by students at several Black 

universities to celebrate the independence of Mozam-

bique. This led to his detention, together with several 

other leaders of SASO and the Black People's Conven-

tion. He was released in April 1975 without being 

charged but soon banned under the Suppression of 

Communism Act. He was confined to the areas of 

Qonce (King William's Town). A month after the start 

of the June 16 Uprisings, in a swoop of BC activists, he 

was again detained without being charged on 16 July.  

 

20 days later, on 5 August 1976, Mohapi was mur-

dered by the Special Branch while he was in custody 

at the Kei Road Police Station.  

 

Upon his death, police produced a fake suicide note 

claiming he had committed suicide in his cell by hang-

ing himself with his jeans. The note was confirmed as 

a forgery. A bogus inquest was held by the white set-

tler-minority regime. Predictably, it refused to find 

anyone responsible for Mohapi's death.  

 

Mohapi gave his life in the struggle against oppression 

of his people. His untimely death at the hands of the 

Apartheid regime robbed Azania and AZAPO of a great 

leader and hero. We salute our fallen hero. His harass-

ment and persecution by the Bureau of State Security 

(BOSS) and the Special Branch continued up to his un-

timely and yet premeditated killing in detention. Close 

to a century - a life-time, has passed and yet his killers, 

like those of another gallant hero of our struggle - Ste-

ve Biko - have not been brought to account. A mother 

lost a son, a wife lost a husband and daughters lost a 

father, and yet perpetrators of this murderous deed 

got honoured through the Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission (TRC) and pardoned. 

 

 

In honour of his work and commitment to the Azanian 

Revolution and Black Power, we should never lower 

our guards in waging the struggle of Land Reposses-

sion and Total Liberation. 
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Before the advent of democracy, which means before 

1994, money did not play a decisive role in politics 

even though it was still important. Moneyless organisa-

tions like AZAPO could still exist and wage the struggle 

effectively despite poor financial resources. 

 

The exiled BCMA and AZANLA could effectively pursue 

the armed struggle despite non-recognition by both 

the OAU (now AU) and UN.  Recognition by those or-

ganisations opened floodgates for weapons plus finan-

cial and material resources. As a matter of fact, the 

scarcity of such resources forced the Black Conscious-

ness Movement to be self-reliant. Crowd funding from 

its members and supporters was sufficient to keep the 

BCM going strong in the revolutionary struggle. 

Enter parliamentary democracy. The role of money 

was so elevated that it became decisive in the course of 

the electoral politics.  Everything became money. Mon-

ey was going like torrential rains in the direction of the 

ruling party because the capitalists and imperialists 

wanted to have a strong grip on the policies and strate-

gic direction adopted by the ruling party. In that 

sense, there was indeed no free lunch. 

 

The pattern of election results soon displayed a dan-

gerous reality that the votes polled by a political party 

were proportionate to the amount of money it invested 

in the election campaign and the build-up thereto. 

Truth and political correctness did not matter any-

more. Money equalled truth and political correctness. 

 

Powerful and influential journalists were on the pay-

roll of the parties that had access to the abundant mon-

ies of the capitalists and the imperialists.  What came 

out of the electronic and print media was no longer 

determined by newsworthiness or the need to inform.  

Everything was determined by money. 

 

The political analysts were not spared. Most of them 

were hired to say what they were saying. It was no 

longer political analysis, but the reading of a script 

written by the ruling parties in accordance with the 

prescripts of capitalism and imperialism. Journalists 

and political analysts had become praise singers of 

their clients who foot the bill for their supper. 

 

The financialisation of politics led to a political anoma-

ly where parliamentary parties came up with laws to 

keep the rest of the political parties outside the parlia-

mentary gates through impossible financial deposits 

before they could contest the elections. If a party out-

side parliament managed to empty its resources on the 

deposits, it would therefore be left with nothing to 

wage a meaningful campaign. Mind you, the capitalists  

THE FINANCIALISATION OF SOUTH AFRICAN POLITICS 
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and the imperialists backed only their established 

ruling parties to the exclusion of the new entrants. 

 

The only time the ruling parties were threatened of 

losing the access to the abundant financial resources 

of the capitalists and the imperialists was when such 

ruling parties started to sing capitalists tunes off-key.  

That was the time capitalist money migrated else-

where for regime-change purposes. Sometimes the 

capitalists and the imperialists did not completely 

remove an off-key ruling party. They merely financed 

new choristers as understudies to indicate to the rul-

ing parties that they were not indispensable. This sit-

uation can be seen in motion in South Africa where 

some of the opposition parties are heavily and secret-

ly funded by the same capitalists to intimidate the 

ruling parties to toe the line. 

On the side of the people there was the understanda-

ble but unrealised belief that the era post-1994 was 

the era of reaping the fruits of the struggle. As a re-

sult, the masses lowered their struggle guard waiting 

for the dropping of this manna from the political 

heavens.  Self-reliance had become a casualty in both 

the people and the political parties. The ruling parties 

found the people so desperate that they could hire 

the people to attend the political rallies through free 

transport, free T-Shirts and food parcels. Besides, 

there was free entertainment at the stadiums by pop-

ular but favoured artists that were also hired through 

the capitalist money. 

 

This is how the truth became the casualty. Poverty 

and desperation also forced the people to disregard 

the political content in the organised activities and 

instead concentrate on the fact that there was some 

relief for them. The voting tended to be rationalised 

to express gratitude to the relief and bid for its suste-

nance. 

 

Organisations like AZAPO stood little chance if they 

went to the communities empty-handed armed only 

with their political correctness and struggle creden-

tials. Indeed, poor and desperate people cannot eat 

political correctness and struggle credentials.  

 

The impact of the financialisation of politics impacted 

negatively on organisations like AZAPO. It kills self-

reliance that used to be the lifeblood of these organi-

sations. Mimicking the members of the ruling parties, 

AZAPO members soon expected that they will be 

bussed to meetings, clothed and fed. They expect to 

see popular artists performing in a stadium filled to 

capacity like it happens with the ruling parties. Mean-

while, the community members expect the same 

treatment for them to attend AZAPO political activi-

ties. 

 

This financialisation of politics is so bad for democra-

cy, and even worse for sovereignty and self-

determination. If money has become the decisive fac-

tor in politics, that means any force with money can 

capture the South African politics. As they say, the 

one who pays the piper calls the tune. 

 

There was a time the leader of the ANC revealed that 

her party had spent more that R1 billion in that elec-

tion.  The ruling party tried a spin and claimed that it 

actually spent far less than its leader had made it out 

to be. It now turns out that its leader Cyril Rama-

phosa fundraised more than R1 billion just to become 

the president of the party. That is not the same as the 

ANC contesting General Elections where it is expected 

to spend a number of times more than Ramaphosa 

did. So, how many billions of rand does the ANC actu-

ally spend in an election?  Where does that ruling par-

ty get all that money. Well, the Zondo Commission 

revealed that such money comes from corruption 

done in Guptas, Bosasa, VBS and many such elements 

of corruption. 

 

The leaked “CR17” emails show that, while the Zuma 

ANC faction was captured by the Guptas, the  
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Ramaphosa faction is captured by the Ruperts and the 

Oppenheimers of white monopoly capital. The finan-

cialisation of politics has effectively captured the elec-

toral politics. The Azanian Revolution needs to 

heighten the awareness of the masses and intensify 

the struggle to defend the sovereignty and self-

determination of our country.  We dare not forget 

that the struggle goes beyond participation in elec-

toral politics to the waging of the struggle for land 

reconquest, liberation and socialism. 

 

STRONG ALTERNATIVE TO THE  

RULING PARTY NEEDED  
 

Albert Einstein once said: “No problem can be solved 

from the same level of consciousness that created it.” 

 

Despite our collective denial as a country, the prob-

lems that our country face today were created by the 

ANC. And much as we may not want to hear it, the 

ANC is unlikely to solve the problems it has created. 

The evidence is there for all to see. The economy is 

shedding jobs. Corruption continues unabated.  

 

Of course, many may disagree with the assertion that 

the ANC is incapable of solving the country’s prob-

lems. One of the main reasons for this denial is that 

many people are unable to imagine South Africa with-

out the ANC at the helm. And because of that, they 

have to split hairs. They have created a new reality in 

their heads. They have to pin the problems facing the 

country on former President Jacob Zuma. Even senior 

leaders who were very central to Zuma’s administra-

tion freely and confidently talk about the “wasted 9 

years under Zuma.” 

 

These people create two ANC’s. The one ANC is led by 

Zuma and his supporters including the party’s Secre-

tary General Ace Magashule. This is the ANC that busi-

ness leaders wanted to stop from retaining power 

when they gave money to the so-called CR-17 cam-

paign, that was designed to catapult Cyril Ramaphosa 

into the presidency of the party and by extension to 

the Union Buildings. 

 

 

The second ANC is led by Ramaphosa and has fash-

ioned itself as fighting corruption and State Capture. 

Sadly for Ramaphosa’s ANC, there are revelations that 

undermine the narrative that his administration is 

clean and would rid the country of corruption. 

 

The disciples of Ramaphosa’s ANC openly argue that 

had he not accepted the millions from countless do-

nors who wanted him to be president, there is no 

doubt that he would not have become president and 

the Guptas would by now have brought the country to 

its knees. 

 

Despite his accession to power, the dark clouds are 

gathering. The economy is in a bad state. Unemploy-

ment is extremely high, with four out of ten people 

without a job. Government debt is rising. And this is 

worsened by parastatals that are milking the fiscus of 

billions of rands such as ESKOM and SAA. 

 

South Africa appears to be on its way to the World 

Bank and IMF, with a begging bowl for loans. These 

instruments of imperialism – the World Bank and IMF 

– have destroyed many developing countries 

throughout the world. Their recipe is simple. They 

prescribe to the countries applying for the loans to 

privatise State entities and to cut the public service 

wage bill. These measures create social and political 

instability and in no time, the country is up in flames. 

 

As South Africans, we need to look at the bigger pic-

ture and avoid the World Bank and IMF debt traps. 

But first we have to sort out our politics. The obese 

nature of the ANC will kill South Africa. We need to 

develop strong alternatives to the ruling party. As 

Einstein has warned: “No problem can be solved from 

the same level of consciousness that created it.” 
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QUEST AGAINST CULTURAL IMPERIALISM 
 

Our struggle against colonialism and apartheid for na-

tional liberation and self-determination was waged in 

three fronts. Firstly, it was a struggle against political 

oppression, directed at the oppressive settler-colonial 

regime. Secondly, it was a struggle for economic free-

dom which would be attained through the reposses-

sion of our land and the wealth of our country. Third-

ly, it was a struggle against cultural imperialism and 

against the subjugation of our culture by the white 

minority regime. 

 

While there is a great deal of attention paid to political 

and economic freedoms, there is limited focus on the 

restoration of our culture and the use of culture as a 

weapon for freedom.  

 

The Dutch settlers, who later called themselves Afri-

kaners, used the Christian faith to justify their policy 

of racial segregation. They selectively used the Bible 

to force Black people to accept white rule, quoting the 

Biblical verses such as Romans 13: 4 “The authorities 

are God’s servants, sent for your good,” and Hebrews 

13:17 “Obey your leaders and submit to them…” 

 

They also used scriptures that forbid the Jews from 

marrying gentiles. And in the context of apartheid, this 

meant that whites should not marry across the racial 

line. The apartheid regime passed the Prohibition of 

Mixed Marriages Act in July 1949, basing this on the 

Bible. 

 

But the regime did more than that. In order to totally 

subjugate Black people, they started a comprehensive 

program to mentally enslave Black people. Everything 

black became evil and sinful, and everything white 

became good and godly. If one was too dark, this was 

considered ugly. And the opposite applied. African tra-

ditional beliefs were dismissed as black magic, evil 

and satanic. The test of civilisation meant the embrac-

ing of white culture and their religion. 

 

As we continue on the protracted road for genuine 

liberation in Azania, AZAPO Voice salutes two out-

standing Azanians – Zozibini Tunzi and Gogo Aubrey 

Matshiqi. 

 

Tunzi, an African beauty queen from rural Tsolo in the 

Eastern Cape, was crowned Miss SA last week. She is 

not pale. She has short hair. Her looks are a problem 

for the mentally oppressed because their definition of 

beauty is through the European prism. They struggle 

to accept her as Miss South Africa. In fact, a Black ra-

dio station even conducted a poll, essentially ques-

tioning her beauty. How sad? 

 

AZAPO Voice welcomes Gogo Matshiqi’s embracing of 

his ancestral calling. For far too long, traditional heal-

ers were associated with uncivilised, unsophisticated 

and uneducated people. How refreshing it is to hear 

great political analysis being delivered by Gogo 

Matshiqi in his traditional healer’s regalia. 

The struggle against cultural oppression continues 

and these two outstanding Azanians have made a 

huge contribution to advance our quest against cultur-

al domination. We salute them. Aluta! 
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The ruling by Gauteng High Court Deputy Judge Presi-

dent Phineas Mojapelo declaring the gratuitous display 

of the apartheid-era flag as hate speech should be wel-

come by all who are committed to rid our country of 

apartheid symbols. 

 

However, this is just the beginning of the bigger strug-

gle to remove all apartheid and colonial symbols. Now 

that we have effectively dealt with the matter of the 

apartheid flag, our next struggle must be the removal 

of Die Stem from our national anthem. If the court has 

ruled that the old flag is hate speech, why should we 

continue to sing Die Stem, which was the national an-

them of the apartheid era? 

The unification of Die Stem and Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrika 

was a compromise deal aimed at assuring the Afrikan-

ers and supporters of the National Party that the new 

political dispensation was inclusive. It was part of the 

national reconciliation project to disarm the right-

wingers. Twenty five years later, we can afford to re-

move all symbols of apartheid without fearing that 

some may argue that the democratic government is 

against white people. 

As a country, we need to move forward, united by the 

values of democracy and social justice. We should hon-

our heroes who fought for democracy and freedom. 

Symbols of colonialists and apartheid leaders such as 

Cecil John Rhodes and Paul Kruger should belong to 

the apartheid museum. 

 

The view of AZAPO Voice is that the anti-colonial strug-

gle should be accelerated. Other post-colonial Afrikan 

countries shed their colonial names. South West Africa 

became Namibia. Northern Rhodesia became Zambia. 

Southern Rhodesia became Zimbabwe. But South Afri-

ca remains South Africa. It is time that our country 

should regain its name, Azania, land of the Black peo-

ple.  

 

But the biggest hurdle is that the current political aris-

tocracy is mainly inspired by European values. They 

cannot imagine anything that does not have European 

endorsement. That is why Afrikan languages have tak-

en a back seat and are on a decline, even at our univer-

sities. We just have to continue to educate the ruling 

elite to love themselves first before embracing Europe-

an values. For if their minds can be free, they will do 

the right thing and accelerate the anti-colonial strug-

gle. 

 

UNDER THE GRIP OF ANC CORRUPTION 
 

In a normal democracy, people would hide information 

relating to their corrupt activities.  They would  know 

that once you come out to declare that you were  
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bribed, the law enforcement agencies would bring 

you to justice. But not in Zuid Afrika. In this country, 

people openly complain that they were not given 

their full bribe amount and that they want the rest of 

their bribe. They do this with impunity. 

 

Over the past few weeks, stories have been circulat-

ing in the media about the so-called CR17 campaign. 

Depending on who you listen to, the campaign - 

whose primary mission was to ensure that Cyril 

Ramaphosa becomes ANC president – raised between 

R800 million to R1 billion. 

 

Those who were in the forefront of the campaign say 

the money was to lobby branches and ANC delegates 

to vote for Ramaphosa. However, the crude truth is 

that the money was raised to buy votes. The buying of 

votes has become an entrenched tradition in the rul-

ing party. Some say this tradition was perfected in the 

Polokwane conference, which saw Jacob Zuma oust-

ing Thabo Mbeki as president of the ANC. 

 

With revelations in the media that hundreds of mil-

lions were raised to secure Ramaphosa’s victory, 

some of the people who were paid to vote correctly, 

have decided to openly complain that they were not 

paid “enough bribes”. They are now threatening to 

withdraw their support in future campaigns that are 

geared at supporting Ramaphosa. 

 

Some defenders of the CR17 campaign have ques-

tioned the media for failing to put a similar spotlight 

on the NDZ campaign which allegedly raised even 

more money in the unsuccessful bid for Dr Nkosazana 

Dlamini-Zuma to become ANC president. 

The public outcry by ANC members that they were 

not given their full “bribes” is testimony to the depth 

of corruption in our country. There are a number of 

shocking developments around this story. Firstly, 

why did the journalist who was interviewing the peo-

ple accusing the CR17 campaign managers of not pay-

ing them in full, not ask those complaining what was 

the money for? Does that mean that the journalist ac-

cepts as fair that it is okay for ANC delegates to be 

bribed and be paid in full? Secondly, does the journal-

ist not have an obligation to expose corruption? If yes, 

why did he think that the corruption relating to the 

buying of votes should not be exposed? Why are peo-

ple complaining that they were not paid their full 

bribes protected as credible sources? 

 

The sad truth is that we have reached a new low in 

our corruption levels. It is impossible to imagine how 

the ruling party would succeed in its stated crusade 

against corruption if its own conference delegates 

accept as a given that they would vote for whoever 

gives them the biggest bribe.  

 

Like we stated in past editions of AZAPO Voice, the 

period of the abuse and oppression by tyrants is pre-

scribed by those whom they oppress, to paraphrase 

our founding father Bantu Steve Biko. In other words, 

people get the leaders they deserve. If we want to 

stop the abuse by the ruling party, the power is in our 

hands as a people. It is up to us to use it or to contin-

ue wallow in self-pity, complaining but without doing 

anything to stop the misrule and corruption.  

 

WRITING OFF OF UNSECURED LOANS 
 

On the face of it, the signing into law by President 

Cyril Ramaphosa of a bill that gives the National Cred-

it Regulator (NCR) powers to write off unsecured 

loans of up to R50 000 for critically indebted consum-

ers earning less than R7 500.00 a month looks like a 

good gesture. 

 

It is possible that many people who are indebted may 

celebrate this development in the short term. But 

what about the long-term implications of this law?  

This law has serious unintended consequences in the 

long term. Currently, many poor people struggle to   
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access loan from financial institutions. With the pass-

ing of this bill, the granting of loans to many poor 

people would actually become impossible as the 

banks would be concerned that they may not be able 

to get their money back. The banks would either 

charge the poor extremely high interest rates or 

would simply reject loan applications in the category 

of people earning less than R7 500. The effect of this 

is that these people would be forced to go and borrow 

from the loan-sharks or mashonisas who charge ex-

tremely high interest rates of up to 30% a month. 

 

If the government really cares about the poor, they 

should not adopt populist policies but should rather 

sort out the economy by creating a conducive envi-

ronment that will allow jobs to be created. The gov-

ernment can also walk the talk on combating corrup-

tion that is costing the State hundreds of billions of 

rands. If the government can use its resources effi-

ciently and invest in the development of infrastruc-

ture, thousands of jobs would be created, and univer-

sity graduates would be employed. They would not 

have to compete in the job market of semi-skilled 

people earning less than R7 500.00 a month. There 

would be no need to create artificial solutions whose 

net effect is to punish the poor even further. 

 

HIGH COURT SETS ASIDE THE SERITI  

COMMISSION FINDINGS  
 

As we welcome the North Gauteng High Court judg-

ment that set aside the findings of the Seriti Commis-

sion of Inquiry into the Arms Deal this past Wednes-

day, we remember that AZAPO Voice dealt with the 

question of the commissions of inquiry in its previous 

issues. 

 

We made the observation that a Commission of In-

quiry is ordinarily a useful instrument in the hands of 

the State, or the Executive to be exact, in helping it 

“for the purpose of investigating matters of public 

concern, and to provide for matters incidental there-

to”. In that regard, Commissions were designed with-

in the context of the Commissions Act 8 of 1947 (as 

amended) to be investigatory than accusatorial. 

 

We added that Commissions are merely interest-

ed in finding out more about “matters of public con-

cern”. That is not the same as wanting to see justice 

through a criminal or judicial process within the am-

bit of the courts of law. A Commission of Inquiry is 

not about justice. While a Court of Law may either 

find an accused guilty or not guilty, rule in favour of 

the plaintiff or defendant in terms of awarding dam-

ages; a Commission of Inquiry may be limited to Find-

ings and Recommendations, which are subject to how 

the Executive decides to act on them. 

 

We further concluded that Commissions of Inquiry 

are mere instruments to help the Executive to investi-

gate “matters of public concern” to inform it in the 

space of policy making. It is in this space that Com-

missions sometimes find themselves abused by the 

Executive to:  

 

1. Buy time and mislead the public by making it 

believe that something is being done about a 

situation or event that has become a hot potato. 

2. Take a matter about which there is public out-

cry away from the criminal justice with the ob-

jective of evading justice. 

 

In a scathing judgement against the Seriti Commis-

sion, the High Court said: 

 

“It is clear that the Commission failed to enquire fully 

and comprehensively into the issues which it was re-

quired to investigate on the basis of its terms of refer-

ence. This is evident from the failure to examine the 

DP report or the evidence which emerged from the 

Schabir Schaik trial which it refused to admit and thus 

consider evidence which was highly material to its 

enquiry. All this evidence was in its possession. The 

manner in which the evidence leaders and members 

of the Commission approached critical witnesses, par-

ticularly Mr Chippy Schaik and Advocate Hlongwane 

exhibited a complete failure to rigorously test the ver-

sions of these witnesses by putting questions to them 

with the required open and enquiring mind.” 

 

The High Court found that due to “so manifest a set of 

errors of law, a clear failure to test evidence of key 

witnesses, a refusal to take account of documentary 

evidence which contained the most serious  
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allegations which were relevant to its inquiry, the 

principle of legality dictates only one conclusion, that 

the findings of such a commission must be set aside”. 

 

This was a ground-breaking judgement because it was 

the first to review the findings of a Commission of In-

quiry in the body of South African Law, which was 

why it found no legal precedent but had to rely on for-

eign comparative law in dealing with Judge Willie Ser-

iti’s findings into the Arms Deal. 

 

The High Court judgement is now a precedent that 

will have an impact on future commissions of inquiry. 

For the first time a court of law has ruled that commis-

sions of inquiry are reviewable; and that they must be 

conducted on a firm basis of the principle of fairness 

and legality with an “open and enquiring mind”. 

 

Because this judicial review deals with facts that are 

more than 20 years old, it is not unlikely that the pub-

lic has forgotten how it all began. The procurement 

process to implement the Strategic Defence Procure-

ment Package (SOPP) started in 1997. The process 

was finalised in 1999. The government got a number 

of weapons systems through the SOPP. From the on-

set, the whole process was marred by controversies 

and suspicions of corruption which played themselves 

out in parliamentary debates and the media. 

 

There was public pressure that former President 

Thabo Mbeki establish a Commission of Inquiry into 

the Arms Deal. Chaired by Judge Seriti, the Commis-

sion was ultimately set up in 2011 to investigate the 

allegations of Fraud, Corruption, Impropriety or Irreg-

ularity in the SOPP. 

 

In its bizarre findings, the Seriti Commission was im-

pressed by the officials of the Department of Defence 

(DOD), ARMSCOR and DTI that it found them to have 

“acted with a high level of professionalism, dedication 

and integrity”. With regards to these officials, politi-

cians and bidders, the Seriti Commission concluded 

that “no evidence was found or presented before the 

Commission to substantiate the allegations”; “no evi-

dence of corruption on the part of any person was 

found”. 

 

The Commission was ruthless when it came to some 

of the whistle-blowers that included Mrs De Lille, Mr 

Crawford-Browne, Dr Woods, Mrs Taljaard and Dr 

Young. It found that “they have been disseminating 

baseless hearsay, which they could not substantiate 

during the Commission’s hearing”. But we now know 

that the Seriti Commission “did not enquire fully and 

comprehensively into the issues”. 

 

The stage is now set for thorough investigations and 

the prosecutions of all implicated parties including 

former President Jacob Zuma and the French arms 

company Thales. The setting aside of the Seriti Com-

mission’s findings stands to call newly appointed Na-

tional Director of Public Prosecutions (NDPP) Adv 

Shamila Batohi’ s bluff.  

 

That is not where things should end. Judge Seriti and 

all the lawyers involved cashed in millions of rands 

out of a Commission that was never interested to in-

vestigate or find any truth whatsoever. The Judicial 

Service Council and the various Bar Councils should 

call the evidence leaders and their researchers to ac-

count. There must be consequences for taking the 

country and the citizens for a ride. 

 

In a country that has the highest inequality in the 

world; and a country that has more than 10 million 

unemployed people; and upward of 35 million poor 

people; it is unacceptable that State resources could 

be extravagantly splashed on commissions which turn 

out to be of no effective use to the nation in a space of 

two decades. R157 million was wasted in a Marikana 

Commission that yielded no police arrests. 7 years 

since the Marikana Massacre, the police who mur-

dered the Black workers have yet to be brought to 

book. The families of the workers have received no 

compensation to date. Here are others: Fees Commis-

sion R56.2 million; Arms Deal Commission R137.2 

million; Claassen Board of Inquiry R14.4 million. Just 

these 4 Commissions have cost the fiscus a staggering 

total of R364,8 million! 

 

This is not to say anything about the current Zondo 

Commission into State Capture. As a matter of fact, all 

these Commissions have everything to do with State 

Capture under the rule of the ANC. The conclusion is 

inescapable that the restoration of the humanity and 

dignity of Black people stands no chance under the 

captured rule of the ANC. 
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This past Tuesday Finance Minister Tito Mboweni re-

leased for public comment what he says is a new eco-

nomic growth strategy for South Africa. Heaven and 

earth are promised to the people in this paragraph 

long title of “Economic Transformation, Inclusive 

Growth, and Competitiveness: Towards an Economic 

Strategy for South Africa”. 

 

Therein lies the problem for South Africa. After long 25 

years in power, the ruling party is still working 

“towards an economic strategy”! No wonder that the 

economy has been on a downward spiral for a long 

time now. The government debt stands over R3 tril-

lion, which is over 60% of the GDP. What this means is 

that the government is unable to fund projects for hu-

man and infrastructure development. In that sense, the 

collected revenue will service interest on the public 

debt. 

 

Despite the promise of millions of jobs at every elec-

tions campaign by the ruling party, the economy con-

tinues to shed jobs. Mboweni is also promising a mil-

lion jobs through this document. 

 

But a careful reading of the document shows that 

Mboweni has simply rehashed ideas that are contained 

in already existing documents like the National Devel-

opment Plan (NDP), New Growth Plan (NGP) and In-

dustrial Policy Action Plan (IPAP). It is a case of old 

wine in new bottles. Why would the Finance Minister 

rebottle the old wine and offer it to the people as new? 

 

It is the old habit of the ruling class politicians of taking 

the people for fools. He is out to pretend to the people 

that a lot is being done, when nothing is done. To keep 

the public occupied with nothing, the allies of the rul-

ing party are up in arms protesting that the Finance 

Minister published the document for public comment 

without first allowing them to enjoy their royal privi-

lege of seeing the document and asking for changes 

ahead of everybody else. Why should a government 

department be forced to kowtow to privileged political 

parties if that is not to conflate Party and State? 

 

The Mboweni document places blame for the dismally 

performing economy on a “combination of low growth 

and rising unemployment” apparently caused by the 

lack of “economic transformation” and minimal “labour 

intensive growth”. These may very well be the causes. 

But a deeper and meaningful investigation should find 

the causes of the causes. The underlying causes include 

the adopted neoliberal policies of the ruling party, mis-

governance and State Capture. There is no political will 

THE MBOWENI ECONOMIC STRATEGY IS NOTHING NEW 
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to treat the people and their development as a priori-

ty. 

 

We select a few policy interventions proposed as new 

by the Mboweni document. First, it talks about 

“improving educational outcomes” with “a strong em-

phasis on early childhood development”. But who will 

believe the ruling party that has made a mess of the 

education landscape in the past 25 years? It has been 

bundling, unbundling and rebundling the institutions 

of higher learning at a high expense to the system of 

education and the students. Through the 

#FeesMustFall movement, Black students had to 

wage fierce struggles for a free and decolonised edu-

cation. The same government that wants to have us 

believe it knows what is to be done, unleashed ruth-

less State violence on the Black students with the re-

sult that some were killed and a lot more jailed for 

fighting for their rights. Black learners continue to 

learn in mud schools and under trees, while 4 year 

old Black learners die in pit toilets. 

 

After 25 years in power, the ruling party talks about 

regulation and measures to encourage “the growth of 

smaller firms” and “entry of new firms”. This is no 

novelty at all. AZAPO has expanded on this policy ob-

jective in its Election Manifestos. But how will the 

SMMEs thrive in an economy where the captains of 

white monopoly industry are the big funders of the 

election campaigns of the ruling parties for tenders in 

return? We know that government has until recently 

been corruptly giving business to the Gupta and Wat-

son families. We know exactly how the ruling party 

destroys the South African economy. 

 

The Mboweni document makes some noise on the 

need “to fully leverage global and regional value 

chains” towards “growing exports and improving ex-

port competitiveness”. When did the ruling party re-

alise that? They have to be told by Pieterse et al 

(2016) for them to know that the South African ex-

port markets have been performing dismally to the 

extent of a 15% decline of the country’s market share 

of the world’s exports. This is worsened by the illicit 

financial flows, which rob the fiscus of billions of 

rands on an annual basis. A number of reports have 

been churned out, one of which is the latest by the 

NGO Alternative Information and Development Cen-

tre (AIDC). In its report, the NGO advises that tackling 

illicit financial flows should be a national priority: 

 

“This is not only because they deprive our 

state of extremely precious financial re-

sources, but also because the issue is further 

leading our economy on a dependency path in 

relation to foreign capital. This impacts both 

our national and local budgeting processes by 

depriving us of precious tax resources and is 

leading to an unprecedented socioeconomic 

crises”. 

 

So, we know that the government does not mean 

what it is saying. These are nothing more than nice-

sounding noises that are pleasant to listen to. What is 

painful is that AZAPO presented viable solutions to 

the nation a long time ago. Neoliberal strategies are 

not part of those solutions. AZAPO Voice is clear that 

it is no solution to apply fiscal austerity measures to 

an economy in recession. A stagnant economy needs 

to increase its spending to stimulate aggregate de-

mand. For example, investment spending on road in-

frastructure will provide business to the firms, which 

may have to hire more workers. More people working 

means there will be an increase in money in the 

hands of the people, a positive development that will 

get them to demand goods and services to purchase. 

A lot more firms would have to produce goods and 

services to supply to the increasing demand. All that 

would contribute to the reduction of unemployment 

and poverty. 

 

POLITICAL MYOPIA IS A  

DANGEROUS DISEASE 
 

Political myopia is an extremely dangerous disease. It 

destroyed Zimbabwe and reduced the once thriving 

economy to ruins. 

 

While there can be many versions of what caused the 

destruction of the Zimbabwean economy, there can 

be no denying that the lack of vision on the part of the 

white propertied class, with the connivance of the 

ruling ZANUPF elite, to create an inclusive economy 

and to allow the indigenous majority a meaning role 
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and stake in the economy and sharing the land – was 

the primary driver of political upheavals that brought 

Zimbabwe to its knees. 

 

This week, the Commission for Employment Equity 

released its 2018 report. As predictable, there is no 

movement, especially by the private sector to allow 

Afrikans to occupy senior positions. 

 

The report confirms what we all know. There is no 

transformation in the running of the economy. Ac-

cording to the report, 66,5% of top managers are 

white males. This is despite the fact that white men 

represent only 5,1% of the economically active popu-

lation. In contrast, Afrikans who constitute 78,8% of 

the economically active population only account for 

15% of top managers. 

 

The biggest beneficiaries of the employment equity 

are white women followed by the socalled Indians. 

Employment and Labour Minister Thulas Nxesi re-

sponded to the bad report like a typical politician, 

promising tough action against those failing to com-

ply with the equity laws. He suggested tightening leg-

islation to force the private sector to accelerate trans-

formation. Nxesi’s concerns are just words. The sim-

ple truth is that the ruling party has been extremely 

soft on driving transformation. The State is the big-

gest buyer of any service in the country. The govern-

ment can use its buying power to drive transfor-

mation. All that is required is for the government to 

implement its own policies. The pale colour of corpo-

rate South Africa can quickly acquire rich melanin if 

the government were to decree that the State would 

no longer do any business with companies that do not 

comply with employment equity. But of course, this 

can never happen because many white owned compa-

nies have captured politicians and some politically 

connected individuals who are used as insurance 

against such radical economic transformation poli-

cies. 

 

Visionary business leaders should know that it is in 

their interest to ensure that the dividend of political 

freedom is shared with the majority of people. The 

right to vote every five years is not sufficient to as-

sure people that they are indeed free. People want 

their lives to change for the better. They want to be 

part of the mainstream economy. An inclusive econo-

my is the best guarantor of political stability and eco-

nomic prosperity. A hungry man is an angry man, as 

Bob Marley once warned. 

 

But the biggest threat to our country is posed by lack 

of vision on the part of the propertied class to address 

the expectations of the majority through economic 

transformation. When the poor rise to correct the 

1994 betrayal, which manifests itself in the kind of 

report released this week by the Commission of Em-

ployment Equity, there is no telling if they would not 

reduce the economy to its knees. 

 

Myopia is a dangerous disease. 

 

TRIPLE TRAGEDY  
 

As AZAPO laid to rest former AZANLA Combatant 

Samkelo Nduku in Port Elizabeth this past weekend, 

three AZAPO leaders departed from this earth. They 

are BC Stalwarts Harry Mashabela (88), Malesela 

Windsor Maraba (63) and the energetic Tshepo 

Makgeta (45).  

 

The death of veteran journalist and author Harry 

Mashabela has robbed us of seeing someone who was 

a living example that whatever the background, one 

can succeed in life. 

 

Cde Mashabela was born in GaMatshatsha village in 

Limpopo.  

 

The rural boy who grew up as a shepherd swam 

against the current to become a fearless political ac-

tivist, a world class journalist and an author of note. 
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Mashabela started schooling at Mokalapa Primary 

School in 1945. Due to his brilliance as a learner, his 

teacher persuaded his parents to take him to a good 

school to further his education. That school became 

Jane Furse Junior Secondary. He impressed on arrival 

so much that he was allowed to go through Standards  

4 and 5 in the same year. Just like in Mokalapa Prima-

ry School, even at Jane Furse teachers advised that he 

be taken to even a better educational facility. That 

landed him at Khaiso High School, which was quite a 

good Polokwane missionary boarding school. 

 

He went on to study photography through Cape Town 

based International Correspondence School and the 

Institute of Photography in New York City. 

 

Cde Mashabela worked for media houses like Rand 

Daily Mail and Financial Mail. He also became foreign 

correspondent for media houses in Europe before he 

took up employment with the Institute for Race Rela-

tions. 

 

He wrote a number of books which included 

"Townships of the PWV and Mekhukhu", "People on 

the Boil" and "Urban African Cities of the Future". 

 

So illustrious was his work that he was awarded the 

Parvin Fellowship by the Woodrow Wilson School of 

International Affairs, a move that landed him at the 

Princeton University in the US. 

 

At the political front, he was the first president of the 

Union of Black Journalists (UBJ)  one of the Black Con-

sciousness Movement (BCM) organisations that were 

banned by the white settler minority regime on 19 

October 1977. The banning of the BCM organisations 

and the murder of Steve Biko in police custody did not 

deter the political efforts of this political giant. When 

AZAPO was founded on 28 April 1978 to continue the 

political work of the banned BCM organisations, Cde 

Mashabela became even more active in AZAPO where 

he served in a number of capacities which included 

being a Provincial and National office bearer, as well 

being a Councillor. 

 

Cde Malesela Maraba was born in Mokopane in Lim-

popo. He matriculated at the Hwiti High School. He 

served in the Department of Justice for most of his 

working career until his retirement. 

 

His bravery and selflessness came sharply into focus 

when he became a thorn in the flesh of the Lebowa 

puppet regime. His house was bombed on 27 March 

1986 as a plot to intimidate him out of AZAPO and the 

struggle to liberate Black people. His house and all his 

belongings were destroyed. Another BC Stalwart Cde 

Mathatha Tsedu remembers how Cde Maraba would 

not lose his humour even in loss and pain. He says Cde 

Maraba told him that, as he was busy fighting the 

flames oblivious to his nudity, somebody brought him 

a blanket to cover his naked body. 

 

Cde Tshepo Makgeta is a dynamic young man from 

Mokopane. He so loved the truth that he found himself 

attracted to the Black Power message of AZAPO. Cde 

Tsoaledi Thobejane relates how Cde Makgeta would 

visit him and ask him a lot of questions about Black 

Consciousness and the Azanian Revolution.  

 

Without any direct recruitment, one day he rocked up 

at the Towers and declared that he had decided to join 

AZAPO. That was around 2014. Many Comrades will 

be shocked to realise that Cde Makgeta was only 5 

years as a member of AZAPO. The reason is that he hit 

the ground running. He never behaved as a new mem-

ber.  

 

In no time he was leading AZAPO's recruitment pro-

grammes and brought tens of new members to the 

organisation. 

 

The membership did not think twice to elect Cde 

Makgeta as the Limpopo Provincial Organiser of 

AZAPO under the Chairpersonship of Cde Ngoako Mo-

yaha. He was also the Councillor under the political 

mandate of the organisation. 

 

The 3 Comrades will be buried this coming Saturday 

at different places such as GaMatshatsha, Seshego and 

Mokopane. 

 

As we salute them for their contributions to AZAPO 

and the liberation struggle, we are also indebted to 

their families for allowing our heroes to be associated 

with AZAPO. 
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The Minister of Basic Education Angie Motshega made 

a sensational pronouncement at the annual congress of 

the South African Democratic Teachers Union (SADTU) 

that Grade 9 or Standard 7 would be an exit point 

where learners would also be certificated. 

Since the inception of the National Curriculum State-

ment, Grade 9 has been known as the last phase in the 

General Education Training (GET) band, even though 

learners were never externally assessed to determine 

readiness for the next phase. Schools have been run-

ning internal examinations. They would on their own 

assist learners in subject selections for the next phase. 

 

Therefore, all that is new that the announcement intro-

duces is the possibility of an external evaluation and 

certificate, which will be used to direct and determine 

career path of individual learners. 

 

The biggest question that we are grappling with is how 

this announcement is going to improve the quality of 

education? The reality is that the education system is 

almost in a dysfunctional state with learners being 

pushed through until Grade 12. As a result of this 

anomaly, performance at Matric level shows very little 

improvement - and generally as a result of moderation 

intervention by Umalusi. Learners who are to be exter-

nally evaluated at Grade 9 are more than unlikely to 

perform diligently as a result of dysfunctionality at all 

levels of the system of education. 

 

The Department is unable to determine exactly what 

the causal factors of dysfunctionality are in the school-

ing system. This is primarily because the modern 

teacher cannot be monitored by seniors who are sub-

ject specialists, and even by those from the school 

management teams. It is difficult to detect poor perfor-

mance by teachers early enough in the system. It takes 

the analysing of results at the end of the year to pick up 

that the teacher failed the system. 

 

By introducing the General Education Certificate, a bot-

tleneck situation is likely to develop as very few learn-

ers will be able to go through Grade 9. To the Depart-

ment, this will be an advantage as few learners who 

are average and above average will be able to progress 

through the Further Education Training (FET) phase, 

and most likely make it to Grade 12 and pass. The De-

partment will then be able to claim good percentage 

pass, ignoring the fact that the system has been stran-

gulated by the GEC and learners who could not go 

through Grade 9 because they fell off the system or got 

channelled to non-existing skill development pro-

grammes. 

THE GRADE 9  EXIT ANNOUNCEMENT IS THE DAWN OF NEW EDUCATION PROBLEMS 
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At Grade 9, the current learner still struggles to fol-

low instructions. It may therefore not be accurate 

that learners would do better in vocational colleges. 

In order to save the education system, the Depart-

ment has to confront the problem head-on and also 

deal with the underperforming teachers who hide 

behind the trade unions. As things stand, the system 

is faced with the situation of an inability or omission 

to hold the underperforming teachers accountable. 

The result is that the learners who are fortunate to 

survive the system are those who fall within the gift-

ed group. Those who are teacher-dependent would 

be lucky to make it through. 

 

Bluntly put, this would then mean that the introduc-

tion of a certificate at Grade 9 would not bring about 

any improvement to the quality of education. It may 

instead force the learners out of the school system 

very early in life. The conundrum of a learner who is 

not ready for the workplace and the presently unap-

pealing FET colleges would result in more young peo-

ple on the streets. In turn, this would complicate the 

problem of criminality and other social ills in the 

country. All this because our system is politically de-

signed to be shy to deal with the teacher it employs. 

 

LETTER “B’ DROPPED FROM                  

BLACK EXCELLENCE 

One of the promised values of the Liberation Struggle 

was that a free Azania would anchor governance on 

Black Excellence. This had to be done to demonstrate 

to the people that it was racist propaganda that Black 

people were capable of nothing good, including gov-

erning themselves. The value and principle of Black 

Excellence was meant to give positive content to Sov-

ereignty and national Self-determination. 

 

On the contrary, white settlers gave Black people po-

litical office in 1994 with the negative wish that Black 

leaders would soon lend credence to the white su-

premacist claim that Black people are capable of 

nothing good. It was hoped that Black people would 

soon be despondent and crave a return to be ruled by 

white people and their anti-Black attitude. If this hap-

pened, white racists could not be blamed of colonis-

ing the country at gunpoint. They shall have been 

democratically elected, and therefore legitimate. 

 

It appears the racists were correct in believing that 

Black politicians would let the people down and 

therefore give credit to white supremacist rule. Politi-

cians across the political spectrum – from the ruling 

and opposition parties – are carelessly and arrogantly 

indulging in the anti-development habits of looting 

public resources and colluding with private capital in 

stealing taxpayers’ money in the past 25 years in the 

democratic dispensation. Though the people were 

promised Black Excellence, the letter “B” has been 

dropped such that the present governance and pro-

cesses “lack excellence’. 

 

In the Azanian political setup where we seek to re-

dress the legacy of colonialism and racism, there is no 

way that such a project could be successful if it is not 

imbued with Black Consciousness.  

 

Corruption and fraud in the South African politics are 

such an order of the day that the public have become 

numb. The people no longer raise eyebrows when 

corruption or State Capture rears its ugly head. That 

is not because they do not care. They care. It is only 

that the frequency is faster than the winking of an 

eye. 

 

Violating the supreme law or the Constitution by poli-

ticians has no consequences. Ask former President 

Jacob Zuma. It meant nothing that the Constitutional 

Court ruled that he had violated his oath of office or 

the Constitution he was supposed to protect and up-

hold as the Head of State. All the compromised State 

institutions like the National Prosecution Authority, 

Intelligence or Parliament, came to his rescue and 
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blindly defended him against the people. When he 

eventually fell, he did not do so because he was pun-

ished for the violation of the Constitution or 783 

counts of corruption, racketeering and money laun-

dering. He was pushed because he had become a use-

less liability to his ruling ANC. 

 

Cyril Ramaphosa as President, the supposed New 

Dawn solution, only became the continuation of Zuma 

with a made-up face and levelled head. He has 

dropped the letter “B” in Black Excellence. Like Zuma, 

he is spending considerable time in the courts of law 

trying to defend himself against this corruption or 

that scandal. How New is this Dawn when Ramaphosa 

lies in parliament about receiving corruption money 

from the dubious Bosasa while Angelo Agrizzi was 

still spilling the beans of State Capture? Could Rama-

phosa have been misled by Agrizzi’s first name which 

means an Angel? How is it possible that Ramaphosa 

could have been funded by private companies that 

have deals with his government to become yet again 

the President of the country? What is the quid pro 

quo in all this? What did these companies stand to 

gain by helping Ramaphosa to become the country’s 

President to over R1 billion in his bid to become ANC 

President and Head of State? 

 

As and when the ruling party is corrupt to the core, 

you expect the opposition to hold it accountable. That 

was why the public was pleased with the EFF’s calling 

on Zuma to “pay back the money”. The public was 

similarly pleased by the DA’s hard-hitting statements 

of a “broken country” under the ANC-led government. 

Who will hold the ruling ANC accountable when now 

the EFF and its leaders are caught up in the VBS 

(Venda Building Society) Mutual Bank corruption 

where leaders from both the ANC and EFF stole the 

money of poor Black people? 

 

According to news reports that detail corruption, 

both EFF’s bigwigs Julius Malema and Floyd Shivam-

bu are linked to the stealing of money of poor Black 

people from VBS. Shivambu’s brother Brian, who is 

also an EFF member, received more than R16 million 

from the VBS loot. The Daily Maverick laid bare docu-

ments detailing how Shivambu received loot from 

Brian’s loot when Shivambu sold him an old 2012 

BMW for R700 000 in order to pay the shortfall on his 

traded-in Range Rover for a new one. Let alone that 

this is corruption money stolen from poor Black peo-

ple, no one is able to explain just how on earth could 

an old 2012 BMW cost R700 000! 

 

Have there been consequences or calls of “pay back 

the money” against these leaders by their organisa-

tion EFF? No. They have now learned to sing the AN-

C’s misused and notorious chorus of “innocent until 

proven guilty” 

 

DA’s Mmusi Maimane who recently alerted the nation 

to a “broken country’ is now a broken man. Ironically, 

he has been exposed or thrown under the bus by a 

section of his white supremacist members who can-

not stomach being led by a dark person. The DA is 

now investigating its leader over an apparent scandal 

that he was handed a gift car by Steinhoff’s CEO 

Markus Jooste to campaign to win elections. Steinhoff 

is the company that is involved in a scandal that blew 

millions of the workers’ investments through corrup-

tion. Maimane is also being investigated for a R4 Mil-

lion house he declared as his own. The investigation 

is about who actually pays the house rental. It is be-

lieved he is being bankrolled by the corrupt world. 

 

Yet in the US, whose imperialism we hate, Donald 
Trump is facing impeachment for abuse of power or 
violating the Foreign Emoluments Clause of the Con-

stitution. Not in South Africa where the letter “B” of 
Black Excellence is dropped with impunity. 

 

THE AFRIKAN ON AFRIKAN SELF HATE 

 

Some say the looting and torching of shops and busi-

nesses reportedly owned by foreign nationals is a re-

sult of a failure by the government to enforce immi-

gration and labour laws. Others say the anarchy that 
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had engulfed parts of Gauteng, Kwa-Zulu-Natal and 

Eastern Cape is the work of criminals taking ad-

vantage of the failure of the system of governance. 

Others say the real trigger to the upheavals that had 

resulted in the brutal deaths of at least five people is 

the grinding poverty, chronic unemployment and so-

cial injustice. The reality is that all these assertions 

have elements of truth. 

 

Political leaders are all united in condemning the vio-

lence and the looting of shops said be owned by for-

eign nationals. They are correct to condemn the wan-

ton destruction of property and the targeting of peo-

ple simply because they happen to come from other 

Afrikan countries. But that is the easy part. 

 

The real issue is why are local Afrikan South Africans 

attacking other Afrikans from other countries? The 

assertion that this is xenophobia is nonsense. Xeno-

phobia is the irrational fear of foreigners. If this vio-

lence was purely based on xenophobia, victims of the 

attacks would include Chinese, Indian and European 

immigrants. If we are to believe the argument that this 

is a well orchestrated plan, we should be seeing for-

eign multi-national companies being attacked by the 

rampaging mobs. 

 

What we are observing with the latest attacks is Af-

rophobia – the fear and loathing of Afrikans. Sadly, 

this is done by other Afrikans. This is in fact an ex-

treme case of self-hate. The wealthiest sections of the 

population are people of European ancestry. They 

own mines, big factories, huge farms, banks and basi-

cally the entire economy. How come we never hear of 

an argument that says the white tribe, which is a mi-

nority, has squeezed the majority of Afrikan people 

out of the mainstream economy and therefore they 

should be targeted? Why is it so easy to target a poor 

Afrikan immigrant from Somalia who is running a 

small tuckshop in Soweto but not the white mining 

mogul? Does that mean that our people only aspire to 

run spaza-shops, or become truck drivers? 

 

There is a deeper psychological problem that should 

be addressed. At a primary level, Black people all over 

the world should first free themselves of the self-hate 

that the colonizers taught them. Over centuries, Black 

people were made to believe that they are inferior and 

that they are second class citizens. They were made to 

believe that their thick noses and dark skins are ugly. 

They have been made to believe that their kinky hair 

can only be beautiful if it has been straightened with 

chemicals to look like that of Europeans. 

 

In addition to the psychological oppression, Black peo-

ple across the globe were made to serve white people 

in the economy. The white people were the owners of 

wealth and tools of production while in the main Afri-

kan people were workers and essentially human tools 

for production. That is why Black people not only em-

brace white wealth but also admire it, yet they loath 

other Afrikans who appear to be doing better than 

them. They seem to ask the question – how did you 

escape the poverty that was supposed to be for all of 

us? 

 

If we are to stop this madness of looting and violence 

on each other as Afrikans, we should first be baptized 

in Black Consciousness. For only if we love ourselves 

will we be able to love people who look like us. And 

when we love those who look like us, we will not tar-

get them simply because they seem to have slightly 

better opportunities than we have. 

 

Currently we are fighting over the crumbs falling from 

the table of the settler-colonialists. Because of failed 

leadership and the corruption of the ruling elites, 

most of whom are puppets of Europe and America, 

resource-rich Afrikan countries such as Nigeria, Dem-

ocratic Republic of the Congo, Zimbabwe and Mozam-

bique have their people becoming economic refugees 

in South Africa in search of better economic prospects. 

Because of poor governance and corruption, these 

countries are fertile grounds of exploitation by agents 

of imperialism and neo-colonialism. 

 

Ultimately, if Afrikans are to address their problems 

and grow their economy and to stop slaughtering each 

other, there has to be visionary leadership that is an-

chored on ethical and moral rectitude. But for now, 

instead of Nigerian and Zambian political leaders to 

ask themselves what is driving their citizens to leave 

their home countries, they simply play victim saying 

“enough is enough” with regard to xenophobia.   
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The Azanian People’s Organisation (AZAPO) is a revo-

lutionary movement. Necessarily, its leaders are revo-

lutionaries. Being a revolutionary is a huge responsibil-

ity because revolutionaries have to transform society 

and create a new world order. There is an ever-present 

threat to revolutionaries; the threat of assimilation by 

reactionary forces. When people join the revolutionary 

struggle as young people, they seldom appreciate the 

power of the system that they want to destroy. Often, 

some aspirant revolutionaries get corrupted in the 

cause of the revolutionary struggle and become de-

fenders of the very system they sought to demolish.  

 

In the context of our country, the current crop of revo-

lutionaries took the struggle baton from freedom fight-

ers who came before them. These people include tow-

ering figures such as Bantu Biko, Mangaliso Sobukwe, 

Mziwakhe Lembede, Muneri Madzunya, Cetshwayo, 

Makhado, Hintsa, Sekhukhune and many others who 

fought for our total liberation and the repossession of 

the land from European settlers. 

 

It is crucially important for genuine revolutionaries to 

clearly articulate what they are fighting for as opposed 

to who they are fighting against. For while it may be 

easy to identify who the enemy of the people is, it may 

not be so obvious what is it that revolutionaries seek to 

replace the current order with. While we may differ in 

emphasis, the general thrust of the broad Liberation 

Movement was that the struggle was against colonial-

ism, racism and land theft by European settlers. How-

ever, there was no sufficient expression of what kind 

of a system would replace the white settler-colonial 

rule. The broad consensus was that we would have de-

mocracy, which is the expression of the will of the ma-

jority of the people. 

 

 

But as revolutionaries, or at least some of those who 

projected themselves as revolutionaries, we never fully 

appreciated the corrosive power of a system we want-

ed to destroy. Some liberals and conformists wanted to 

deracialise and democratise the system that was meant 

to oppress the poor and enrich the propertied class. 

For instance, these elements unfortunately believed 

that it was sufficient to appoint a Black Vice-Chancellor 

at the University of Witwatersrand without transform-

ing Wits to advance the anti-colonial agenda. They be-

lieved it would be enough to replace the white cabinet 

of the National Party with a Black-dominated Cabinet 

of the ruling ANC. However, the Black-dominated Cabi-

net did not have its own agenda as different from the 

previous white Cabinet. The Cabinet of the post-

apartheid government inherited the same benefits 

ERSTWHILE REVOLUTIONARIES ARE DROWNING IN THE CORROSIVE POWER OF THE SYSTEM  
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which the previous regime had designed for them-

selves – huge salaries and benefits and huge convoys 

of luxurious cars.  

 

But that was not all. If the racist National Party was 

corrupt and abused Black people, the current govern-

ment is continuing on the same script. Only this week, 

a hospital for mental patients was opened in Kimber-

ley. The Northern Cape Premier, Dr Zamani Saul, who 

is also the ANC provincial chairperson, described the 

hospital as “a monument of corruption”. This is be-

cause the initial budget for the construction of the 

hospital was R280 million, but costs kept on rising 

until R1,8 billion was spent on its construction. 

 

There is a water project in the Giyani area which 

started as a R92 million initiative. but the costs have 

escalated to more than R3 billion. Sadly, the project is 

still not completed and some estimate that R6,7 bil-

lion of taxpayers’ money would be spent on the pro-

ject to ensure its completion. 

 

These are just two examples of grand scale corrup-

tion. But it is an open secret that corruption is out of 

control in the country. Revelations at the Zondo Com-

mission support this assertion. The Commission has 

heard of shocking abuse of funds by Crime Intelli-

gence and some in the fourth estate. It is clear that 

yesteryear revolutionaries have been assimilated into 

the corrupt State machinery that preys on resources 

meant for the benefit of the people, especially the 

poor. 

 

But if the former custodians of revolutionary morality 

have become modern day political tsotsis, as we have 

witnessed in the State Capture Commission, what will 

save our people? What will make AZAPO revolution-

aries different? AZAPO revolutionaries respect Black 

people because they are graduates of the Biko politi-

cal school of Black Consciousness. Furthermore, 

AZAPO believes that the people, and not just leaders, 

are the biggest guarantor of liberty and good govern-

ance. 

 

But above all, AZAPO revolutionaries are cut from a  

 

different cloth. They do not want to be part of a sys-

tem they are fighting to destroy. They have a new vi-

sion of a country that respects Black people and help 

restore their dignity by making Black people the mas-

ters of their own destiny, and not passive recipients 

of grants and goodwill from the State. 

 

CHE GUEVARA REMEMBERED! 
 

October 9 marked the 52nd anniversary of the death 

of socialist revolutionary icon, Ernesto Rafael Gueva-

ra de la Serna, known across the world as Che Gueva-

ra. 

 

Che was born to a rich family in Argentina on June 14, 

1928. While studying to become a medical doctor at 

the University of Buenos Aires, Che was exposed to 

the suffering of the masses of poor people and quickly 

connected their lack of proper healthcare, poverty 

and economic oppression and exclusion to the system 

of capitalism and imperialism. He took a vow to fight 

the system and create a better world. 

 

He completed his medical degree in 1953. He could 

have chosen a comfortable life of a qualified medical 

professional and to become an arm-chair revolution-

ary, but he chose to team up with other revolutionar-

ies to advance the struggle to create a better world. It 

was while he was in Mexico that Che met exiled Cu-

ban revolutionaries, including Fidel Castro and his 

brother Raul Castro. Che became a close confidante of 

Castro and played a crucial role in the Cuban revolu-

tion that ousted Cuban dictator Fulgencio Batista in 

1959. 
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After the socialist revolution in Cuba, Castro appoint-

ed Che to serve in his cabinet in which he was effec-

tively the second in command. However, Che’s quest 

for freedom of people throughout the world saw him 

quitting the cabinet post in Cuba and going to train 

freedom fighters in Afrika. He went back to Latin 

America where he teamed up with freedom fighters 

in Bolivia and became part of the fighting machinery 

of a socialist-inspired movement that was fighting to 

overthrow the government of Bolivia. In a fierce bat-

tle with the Bolivian government forces, Che was 

wounded and captured on October 8, 1967. He was 

executed the following day, October 9, 1967. His cap-

tors cut off his hands as proof that they had murdered 

him and buried his body in an unmarked grave. Che’s 

remains were found in 1997 and were reburied in 

Cuba in a massive ceremony attended by his long-

time comrade, Cuban President Fidel Castro. 

 

Che remains an inspiration to revolutionaries 

throughout the world. He defied the logic of the capi-

talist system that promotes self-interests, essentially 

putting his life on the line to become a living sacrifice 

for the creation of a new world order which abhors 

the exploitation of one person by another. Although 

he was born in Argentina, he was prepared to fight for 

the freedom of the Cuban people and in other coun-

tries. For Che, the only condition for him to fight for 

you to help you end your oppression and exploitation 

was that you are human. He took the concept of hu-

man solidarity to the highest level, which is why he 

felt that he should leave Cuba and continue the strug-

gle against imperialism in other countries. For him, 

the struggle was completely won if all humanity was 

free from the shackles of capitalism and imperialism. 

 

Only if the average politicians of today, who are pro-

pelled by greed and rapacious appetite for wealth ac-

cumulation, can learn from the impressive and impec-

cable revolutionary life of Che, our country and in-

deed the world can become a better place. 

 

 

 

 

TRUMP PLUNGING THE MIDDLE EAST    

AND THE KURDS IN TURMOIL 

The way US President Donald Trump handles both 

domestic and international politics makes you think 

the man has taken leave of his senses. The less said 

about his exaggerated self-importance, the better.  

 

After a call with Turkey President Recep Tayyip Er-

dogan this past Sunday, Trump announced in a state-

ment that he would pull out of Syria about 50 Ameri-

can special operations troops. Because these Ameri-

can troops had played a role in stopping Turkey forc-

es from crossing the borders and attack the Kurdish 

militias it deems as terrorists, the general opinion 

was that there must have been an understanding be-

tween Erdogan and Trump that Turkey could now 

cross the borders and mount an onslaught against the 

Kurdish rebels. 

 

What shocked many political pundits was that the 

Kurdish rebels have until now been the loyal allies of 

the US against the Syrian State and ISIL. For this pur-

pose, the US emptied its resources into arming and 

training the Kurdish rebels that are located and run-

ning mainly a big patch of the north-eastern land of 

Syria. There are two more smaller patches in the mid-

dle and western parts of the strip of land on the Syria-

Turkey border. Turkey is situated to the north of Syr-

ia as similarly as Zimbabwe is to South Africa. 

 

Historically, the relations between Syria and Turkey 

had been strained. This followed the handing over by  
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France of the Hatay region of Syria to Turkey in 1939. 

Hatay was under the control of France, which allowed 

a pseudo-referendum for the region to decide where it 

wanted to belong between Syria of which it was an 

organic part, and Turkey. The results favoured Tur-

key. This annexation of Syrian land and people by Tur-

key generated bad blood between the two countries. 

 

The worst part was the chaos that was caused by the 

world superpowers after World War I. Before this 

war, the Kurds lived a nomadic life under the Ottoman 

Empire. The breakup of this Empire by the western 

powers deprived the Kurds of their freedom and dis-

persed them into newly formed nation-states like Tur-

key, Syria, Iraq, Armenia and others. Like they did 

with Israel, the western powers had promised the 

Kurds their own independent State or Kurdistan. 

There was no real or immediate economic stake in 

that promise. The western powers dropped the idea in 

a manner that betrayed the Kurds who had been hit 

by an identity crisis as a result of the forced disloca-

tion and dispersal. 

 

The Kurds, who are the biggest minority in Turkey at 

20%, were the immediate threat to the Turkish pow-

ers. Kurdish nationalism sought to entrench itself in 

Turkey through the Kurdish Workers’ Party (KPP), 

which was founded in 1978 and based in Turkey and 

Iraq. The PKK has been waging armed struggle against 

Turkey since 1984. It first fought for an independent 

Kurdish State, and have since toned that down to 

equal rights and autonomy. 

 

Syria kind of housed and supported the Kurds in their 

struggle against Turkey. In the chaos created by the 

US in the region by invading and weakening Iraq in in 

1991 and seeking to install regime change in Syria as 

from 2012, the Kurds found themselves ideologically 

and politically lost. Apart from the well-established 

and battle-hardened Peshmerga (means “those who 

face death”) militia of the Kurdistan regional Govern-

ment and Iraqi Kurdistan, the Syrian Democratic Forc-

es (SDF), which was the coming together of several 

Kurdish militias on Syrian soil, was formed in 2015 

under the supervision of the US. The People’s Protec-

tion Units (YPG) is the military manifestation of the 

SDF. 

While the Peshmerga were useful to the US in the in-

vasion of Iraq and the subsequent kidnapping and as-

sassination of Osama bin Laden, the SDF has since be-

come useful to the US for the regime change project in 

Syria. Yet all these somewhat rival Kurdish militias are 

helpful to the US in the fight against ISIL and Al Qaeda. 

It is the funding and training of these anti-Turkey 

Kurdish militias that strained relations between Tur-

key and the US, which are both NATO members. 

 

Syria and Russia’s strategy was to temporarily wel-

come the US-Kurdish militias alliance insofar as it was 

helpful in neutralising the ISIL. Yet the straining of US-

Turkey relations made Turkey to fall on the side of 

Syria and Russia. On the other hand, Trump realises 

that the US is not winning in the conflict because the 

main objective was the installation of regime change 

in Syria. Russia successfully frustrated those US ambi-

tions. Trump has now had a phone call which opened 

the way for Turkey to cross its borders and assault the 

Kurdish militias. 

 

 

Turkey’s strategy is to drive the Kurdish militias away 

from the border and replace them with the 2 million 

Syrian immigrants as a buffer. Meanwhile, the Kurdish 

militias which have been used by the US have now 

been exposed to further turmoil and dislocation. Some 

people believe Trump is doing this to take the spot-

light away from his impeachment that is in progress. 

But we believe the man is just not taking his medica-

tion. 
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Government officials, especially high-ranking and ex-

perienced politicians, are known to down-play the neg-

atives and exaggerate the positives. So, when President 

Cyril Ramaphosa tells an international audience, made 

up of potential investors, in London that the South Afri-

can government has lost between R500 billion and a 

trillion rand due to corruption and maladministration, 

we should assume that the situation is much worse 

than he is prepared to admit publicly. 

 

After all, Ramaphosa should shoulder part of the blame 

as he was part of the second term of the Jacob Zuma 

presidency, which is reputed to have wasted nine 

years. Much as he might want to separate himself from 

the Zuma administration, he became Zuma’s deputy 

when the latter was sworn in to serve his second term 

in 2014. 

 

It is worth noting that Ramaphosa was in London on a 

mission to attract investors with his message that 

South Africa is a good destination for investment. 

With his mission in mind, obviously Ramaphosa would 

want to put his best foot forward. Then he drops the 

bombshell: South Africa has lost close to a trillion rand 

to corruption! 

 

To millions of South Africans, the statement can trigger 

different reactions. Those who are kind to the presi-

dent may feel that he is honest enough to admit the 

wrongs of the past even if he was part of the collective 

responsible for the wrongs. They may even develop 

some hope that he is serious about ending the rot and 

that is why he is taking the first step of making a public 

admission on an international platform. 

 

There are other South Africans who may not be as gen-

erous and gullible. They will see through the manipula-

tion of the public opinion on government corruption as 

nothing but a ploy to further confuse the people by 

dressing up the Ramaphosa administration as a new 

broom that is sweeping the country clean of corrup-

tion. But what are the facts? The truth is that the ANC 

has been ruling South Africa since 1994.  

 

During the past 25 years, we have witnessed some 

grand scale acts of corruption. The courts have now 

ruled that Zuma should go on trial for corruption relat-

ing to the arms deal. It is the same arms deal that saw 

ANC NEC member Tony Yengeni serve a jail term for 

fraud. This happened long before Zuma became presi-

dent. Do people remember Sarafina II? Do people still 

remember why General Bantu Holomisa was fired 

from the ANC? That he was fired because he was  
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hell-bent on exposing then Minister of Public Enter-

prises Stella Sigcau of corruption? Do people remem-

ber the case of John Block, the former Premier of the 

Northern Cape? 

 

Cases of corruption are endless. In fact, they are so 

many that the public should have listened to former 

Minister of Social Development Bathabile Dlamini 

when she stated that everybody has some skeleton-

nyana. 

 

To be fair, Ramaphosa cannot be blamed for not lead-

ing the charge against corruption when he was depu-

ty president. But he has been president for almost 

two years now. During this period, we have had VBS 

bank heist. This scandal that robbed poor pensioners 

of their hard-earned cash was exposed more than two 

years ago but to date, nobody has been arrested in 

connection with the VBS matter.  

 

Millions of rands have been spent on the Zondo Com-

mission that is probing State Capture. Many revela-

tions have been made but to date nobody has been 

arrested and charged with that grand theft of public 

funds worth billions. 

 

The longer it takes for the law enforcement agencies 

to walk the anti-corruption talk, the more people will 

lose hope that Ramaphosa and his administration are 

serious about fighting corruption. 

 

Ultimately, it is the people, the voters, who should 

force the government to be decisive about corruption 

by using their vote to hold politicians accountable. So 

far, it appears that the South African voter still gives 

politicians a blank cheque. And because of this blind 

loyalty of voters, Ramaphosa can say the country has 

lost a trillion rand to corruption without fearing that 

his ruling party will lose support.  

 

THE TRUE STORY OF OCTOBER 19, 1977 

 

October 19 has become known as Media Freedom 

Day in our country. It was on this day in 1977 that the 

apartheid regime banned The World newspaper, The 

Weekend World and Pro Veritate. This is the reason 

that journalists chose this day to reflect on media 

freedom. 

 

But that is not the full story of October 19, 1977. 

Those publications were banned not for their own 

sake but they were banned because they were report-

ing about the liberation efforts co-ordinated by Black 

Consciousness Movement organisations led by people 

such as Steve Biko, Harry Nengwekhulu, Hlaku Ra-

chidi and many others. 

In fact, although the spotlight tends to fall on the ban-

ning of newspapers, a total of 17 BC aligned organisa-

tions were banned on that day. These organisations 

were banned just a month after the brutal murder of 

Biko in police custody. 

 

Among the organisations banned were, the Black Peo-

ple’s Convention (BPC); South African Students’ Or-

ganisation (SASO); Black Community Programmes 

(BCP); Black Parents’ Association (BPA); Black Wom-

en’s Federation (BWF); National Association of Youth 

Organisations (NAYO) and all its provincial struc-

tures; Medupe Writers’ Association; South African 

Students Movement (SASM); Union of Black Journal-

ists (UBJ); Soweto Teachers’ Action Committee 

(TAC); Zimele Trust Fund; Christian Institute (CI); the 

Association for the Educational and Cultural Advance-

ment of African People (ASSECA) and Soweto Stu-

dents’ Representative Council (SSRC).  

 

In an era when a section of the liberation movement 
is behaving as though they have a copyright to the 
liberation struggle in Azania, this history should be 

told to our children. Today’s generation should know 
that in the seventies and in the eighties, BCM organi-
sations (BPC and SASO in the 70s, and AZAPO in the 
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eighties) were the leading organisations in the coun-

try. That is why virtually everybody who was active in 

the liberation struggle inside the country in mid-

seventies was a member of SASO. 

 

Many of the country’s leaders of today can trace their 

political roots to SASO. These include Ramaphosa, Dr 

Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma and countless others who 

are in government today. 

 

ALIVE OR DEAD! 

 

[AZAPO Voice publishes a 1977 interview between 

Steve Biko and an American business man. Biko com-

ments on the bravery displayed by the youth in the 

June 16 Uprisings. Biko teaches us to be brave and 

unhelpful when interrogated by the enemy forces. 

Biko was murdered in police custody a few months 

after that interview.] 

 

Steve Biko: Right. That's absolutely correct. And of 

course, you see, the dramatic thing about the bravery 

of these youths is that they have now discovered, or 

accepted, what everybody knows, that the bond be-

tween life and death is absolute. You are either alive 

and proud or you are dead, and when you are dead, 

you can't care anyway. And your method of death can 

itself be a politicizing thing. So, you die in the riots. 

For a hell of a lot of them, in fact, there's really noth-

ing to lose—almost literally, given the kind of situa-

tions that they come from. So, if you can overcome the 

personal fear for death, which is a highly irrational 

thing, you know, then you're on the way. 

 

And in interrogation the same sort of thing applies. I 

was talking to this policeman, and I told him, "If you 

want us to make any progress, the best thing is for us 

to talk. Don't try any form of rough stuff, because it 

just won't work." And this is absolutely true also. For 

I just couldn't see what they could do to me which 

would make me all of a sudden soften to them. If they 

talk to me, well I'm bound to be affected by them as 

human beings. But the moment they adopt rough 

stuff, they are imprinting in my mind that they are 

police. And I only understand one form of dealing 

with police, and that's to be as unhelpful as possi-

ble. So, I button up. And I told them this: "It's up to 

you." We had a boxing match the first day I was ar-

rested. Some guy tried to clout me with a club. I went 

into him like a bull, I think he was under instructions 

to take it so far and no further, and using open hands 

so that he doesn't leave any marks on the face. And of 

course he said exactly what you were saying just now: 

"I will kill you." He meant to intimidate. And my an-

swer was: "How long is it going to take you?" Now of 

course they were observing my reaction. And they 

could see that I was completely unbothered. If they 

beat me up, it's to my advantage. I can use it. 

 

They just killed somebody  [Mapetla Mohapi] in jail—

a friend of mine—about ten days before I was arrest-

ed. Now it would have been bloody useful evidence 

for them to assault me. At least it would indicate what 

kind of possibilities were there, leading to this guy's 

death. So, I wanted them to go ahead and do what 

they could do, so that I could use it. I wasn't really 

afraid that their violence might lead me to make reve-

lations I didn't want to make, because I had nothing to 

reveal on this particular issue. I was operating from a 

very good position, and they were in a very weak po-

sition. My attitude is, I'm not going to allow them to 

carry out their program faithfully. If they want to beat 

me five times, they can only do so on condition that I 

allow them to beat me five times. If I react sharply, 

equally and oppositely, to the first clap, they are not 

going to be able to systematically count the next four 

claps, you see. It's a fight. So, if they had meant to give 

me so much of a beating, and not more, my idea is to 

make them go beyond what they wanted to give me 

and to give back as much as I can give so that it be-

comes an uncontrollable thing. You see the one prob-

lem this guy had with me: he couldn't really fight with 

me because it meant he must hit back, like a man. But 

he was given instructions, you see, on how to hit, and 

now these instructions were no longer applying, be-

cause it was a fight. So, he had to withdraw and get 

more instructions. So, I said to them, "Listen, if you 

guys want to do this your way, you have got to hand-

cuff me and bind my feet together, so that I can't re-

spond. If you allow me to respond, I'm certainly going 

to respond. And I'm afraid you may have to kill me in 

the process even if it’s not your intention.” 
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Interviewer: How did they deal with that? 

 

Biko: Well, the next day, everybody was telling me 

that they are not going to hit me at all. They don't use 

that form of interrogation, and so on. I was interrogat-

ed with my cigarettes next to me, smoking, sitting 

down, talking, being given coffee and tea. That's be-

cause they had assessed my response. I told them, "I 

regard being forced to stand a form of torture. I'm not 

going to stand and answer your questions. I don't do 

that normally. It's got to be as normal as possible if 

you want to continue." 

 

When I went into jail, as I said, my friend had just died. 

He was the 24th person to die in jail since 1973. When 

I came out, they were talking about number 27. And 

this is happening increasingly now, because of the 

frustration the police are having. They want quick in-

formation. Now, there is an extent to which a person 

can absorb beating without revealing information. But 

sometimes it so happens that, in fact, the person being 

assaulted doesn't [have the information]. And they 

simply go on and on and on hoping to get to the point 

where this guy will just have to give in. They go on and 

on with a towel around your neck saying "Speak"—

and you say nothing—"Speak"—you say nothing—

and the bloody brutes are not trained well enough to 

realize when enough is enough. So, by the time they 

release the towel you have probably been dead for a 

couple of minutes. They have not realized it, they are 

in such a frenzy. Now I've never experienced it myself, 

as I say. The guy who assaulted me really and truly 

could have done it in the street. It was a fight, let's put 

it that way. 

 

Interviewer: One last thing. What do you see that 

those in the United States who support the struggle of 

the people in South Africa can do? 

 

Biko: It's a difficult question. The most useful contri-

bution would be mounting pressure on the United 

States government to take the most radical policy to-

ward South Africa. I'm an advocate, absolutely, of iso-

lation of the country in virtually all spheres. Now the 

United States is seen as a sufficiently important coun-

try for South Africa to want to please most of the time 

and I think America can afford to make preconditions 

to any exchange they have with the country. 

[Regarding] investments, for instance, I would speak 

in terms of total disengagement, but I know this is not 

a realistic hope. The tendency is to speak in terms of 

minimum conditions under which investment should 

continue. I would also talk of cultural boycotts, cer-

tainly the level of sport, music, and so on. The whole 

question of diminishing the level of bilateral trades, 

except on certain conditions would also be important. 

These are all obviously compromise things I'm talking 

about. [It] is said that America must not be involved at 

all, to the point of not even having a diplomatic form 

of representation here. You see what I mean when I 

say Russia [has] clean hands: they just don't have a 

damn thing here. They've got no representative. 

They've got nothing that they owe the country. No 

form of bilateral trade. But America has a long history 

[of relations] so they have got to cut back on what 

they have done. And of course, the other thing is the 

use of the American vote in the Security Council, espe-

cially the veto. One wants to see them using that veto 

very sparingly, and certainly not to let it spoil whatev-

er pressure programs are being built up by other peo-

ple through the United Nations. 

 

I think individuals could assist in making the issue a 

little bit more topical, because the more topical it is in 

the States, the more it can be used for pressure pur-

poses. Many Americans just don't know where South 

Africa is, who Vorster is. They couldn't be bothered 

right now. But then we are having, or we will have 

here, a Vietnam situation at some stage. There is no 

doubt about that if America continues the present pol-

icy. This situation here, I think, should begin to be 

seen in the same sort of light. I cannot speak on behalf 

of liberation movements because we have chosen to 

operate on a different plane, not because I condemn 

what they are doing. We don’t pass any judgement on 

what they are doing. We are operating within a coun-

try which has restrictive laws that stop you even from 

commenting positively on what happens at the bor-

ders. So, I don’t want to say to you assist [one libera-

tion group] and not [another] or that I approve of 

[one] and not [the other]. But I do think they have 

their own spokesmen and it’s an area that should be 

looked at. That’s all I can say, you know. 
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As a matter of principle, AZAPO Voice rarely comments 

on the developments in other political parties. But 

when the inner workings of a political party impact on 

the functioning of government, we have to make an 

exception and express a view. 

 

It is in this context that AZAPO Voice enters the fray in 

the upheavals of the Democratic Alliance (DA) that saw 

Johannesburg City mayor Herman Mashaba announc-

ing his resignation from the DA and also as mayor of 

the economic hub of Afrika’s biggest economy. His res-

ignation was followed two days later by those of DA 

party leader Mmusi Maimane and its federal chairper-

son Athol Trollip, a move that plunged the DA into a 

leadership crisis. 

For an average resident of Johannesburg, the takeover 

of the Metro from the ANC to the DA has meant little 

change. Just like under the ANC rule, residents experi-

enced above inflation increases of rates, water and 

electricity tariffs under the DA-led administration. Just 

like it was the case under the ANC, the city continued 

to decay despite lofty pronouncements to the contrary 

by the mayor. The demon of corruption and poor ser-

vice continues to hover over the Johannesburg Metro, 

just as it did under the previous administration. 

 

So, in reality the residents have nothing concrete for 

which to celebrate the Mashaba administration. And 

therefore, they have no reason to mourn Mashaba’s 

early exit from the political scene. To a large extent, the 

DA and the ANC are different sides of the same coin. 

Both have contributed to growing the gap between the 

rich and poor in the country. And in our context, the 

majority of the rich are white and the overwhelming 

majority of the poor are Black.  

 

One Johannesburg daily newspaper had an editorial 

opinion titled: “DA deals non-racialism fatal blow.” Re-

ally? What this headline exposes is the fact that the DA 

had almost perfected its “non-racialism” lie. Of course, 

for us even who subscribe to the principle of anti-

racism, “nonracialism” falls far below our liberatory 

goals.  

 

Sadly, some gullible people had been hoodwinked into 

believing that because the DA had a non-white person 

as party leader, the party had shed off its racist charac-

ter. What a lie! 

 

The DA is a party of white people. In a cleverly thought

-out strategy to attract Black people to vote for the par-

ty, the party accepted Maimane as its first non-white 

leader. What Maimane did not fully appreciate was the  
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fact that the white value system of the DA had to re-

main intact. He failed to understand that his role was 

to bring Black voters and not to start championing 

the interests of Black people as he pretended. That 

was his cardinal sin. 

 

The bitter truth about aspirant whites and people 

who sometimes forget that they are Black is that 

white people will always remind these people that 

they are Black.  Mashaba used to be extremely dis-

missive of the race characterisation, even dissing Af-

firmative Action. But the racists within the DA have 

reminded him that he is not white. Despite his relent-

less efforts to be embraced by whites, they have re-

jected him and in the process turned the coconut 

Mashaba into a pseudo radical Africanist. 

 

The developments of the past few days have served 

one thing – to expose the DA for what it is. The DA is a 

party of white people. Period. Yes, its leaders know 

that they do need non-whites’ votes. But that is all. 

The interests of whites are supreme. And in a case 

where white interests are under threat, the DA would 

opt to protect them even at the expense of losing the 

non-white votes.  

 

AZAPO coined the slogan long ago “phansi nga 

mabhunu asithandayo” (down with the whites who 

love us). The profound message was that Black peo-

ple should never be fooled by white liberals who ap-

pear to be interested in the struggles of Black people. 

Beneficiaries of a system are unlikely to be the archi-

tects of its downfall, hence the call by the Black Con-

sciousness Movement that “Black man you are on 

your own”. The message of self-reliance and the com-

mitment to be the masters of our own destiny is rele-

vant today as it was 40 years ago. 

 

Black people should stop expecting whites to do 

things that Black people should do for themselves. 

Black people should use their numbers to render 

white people irrelevant in general and the DA in par-

ticular. We have to understand that Black Power is 

part of our journey just as much as it is our destina-

tion where we will start a new journey.  

 

If there is anything good that came out of the devel-

opments in the DA over the past few days is that the 

whites within the DA have exploded the myth that 

their party is for all people in the country. The DA has 

rudely reminded both Mashaba and Maimane that 

they are not white and should either accept the white 

supremacy ideology in the party or “the door is open”.  

 

BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS IS AN EXPRESSION 

OF UNDYING LOVE TO BLACK PEOPLE  

 

In AZAPO and the Black Consciousness Movement we 

always make it clear that we are not anti-white, but 

pro Black. 

 

We derive this attitude from our philosophy of Black 

Consciousness, which is our guide to our theoretical 

discourse and revolutionary action. 

What distinguishes AZAPO from other political organ-

isations is our having a philosophy that informs our 

entire being as a revolutionary movement.   

 

AZAPO's Political Programme is careful not to abso-

lutely and blindly rely on research. To conduct politi-

cal action because research says so is to run the risk 

of deviation from the Political Line. 

 

As we have indicated, AZAPO's guide to action is 

Black Consciousness. The questions we ask to guide 

that action are based on our philosophy and ideology, 

both of which are Black Consciousness. Socialism ad-

dresses the class angle of our liberation struggle.  

 

If you wonder how has AZAPO remained principled 

despite the hardships of struggles that can easily 
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compromise a revolutionary movement, the answer is 

to be found in always keeping our Black Conscious-

ness in our hand as an ideological compass. 

 

This ideological compass helps us to avoid ideological 

off-ramps that can force us to use convenient and 

misleading language where we claim we have "fought 

black and white domination" when no Black domina-

tion has ever taken place in Azania. 

 

Black Consciousness places AZAPO at all times on the 

side of the oppressed and exploited people. That is 

the side of Black people, the owners of the land. We 

never try and conveniently rainbow out of this politi-

cal and ideological commitment of standing on the 

side of Black people.  

 

AZAPO stands with the landless people who have 

been dispossessed of their land. Those are Black peo-

ple. 

 

We stand with those whose fruits of their labour are 

stolen by captains of industry and paid peanuts in 

return. That is the Black working class whose revolu-

tionary leadership should lead us to the attainment of 

a democratic socialist worker republic of Azania. 

 

AZAPO stands on the side of women, particularly 

Black women, in a world where both patriarchy and 

racism gang up against Black women and reduce 

them to perpetual minors without any voice or digni-

ty as human beings. 

 

AZAPO stands with those who have had to endure the 

State violence and humiliation of homelessness. 

Those are Black people. 

 

It is not a matter of choice that AZAPO is pro Black. 

The political circumstances have positioned AZAPO to 

be an organic development that sprang out of the as-

piration and efforts of Black people to fight for libera-

tion and the reconquest of their land. AZAPO's full 

name - Azanian People's Organisation - describes this 

organic and living relationship with the people. 

 

The Black Consciousness philosophy which is our 

ideological guide to our execution of the struggle is 

itself a way of life and an attitude of mind of the Aza-

nian people. BC is an expression of  unconditional and 

undying love to Black people. 

 

That unconditional and undying love means that you 

can never claim to subscribe to BC and injure Black 

people at the very same time. That means there was 

never any BC in you from the onset. You harbour no 

unconditional and undying love for Black people. 

 

 

AZAPO has always called for the totality of involve-

ment of Black people in the cause to liberate the Aza-

nian people and means of creating wealth from the 

racist grip of the white tribe. Out of that Black Solidar-

ity springs Black Power. 

 

It is that Black Power that is a weapon through which 

we can defeat the enemy of the Azanian Revolution 

and march to victory.  

 

As products of Black Consciousness, Black people 

have no political home but AZAPO. To stray into the 

political makeshifts that appear glamorous is to delay 

the liberation of Black people and the repossession of 

the land. 

 

Let us all push the bandwagon to the final line of vic-

tory. Join us. "Sishov' ingolovane; gibela". 
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BEST WISHES TO ALL LEARNERS  

WRITING EXAMINATIONS  

 

That time has come. We are now at the end of the 

2019 academic year. And AZAPO Voice takes this op-

portunity to wish the best to all those learners who 

will be sitting for their examinations, particularly 

those in Grade 12. 

 

Grade 12 final examinations mark the culmination of 

the journey you undertook for the past 12 years, or so. 

There is no doubt that it has not been an easy experi-

ence to most of the learners as learning continues to 

be an obstacle-ridden path to a lot of our children. 

They continue to struggle with school accessibility 

and inefficient resources to go through the learning 

process unhindered.  

 

Violence in schools and outside did not make this an 

easy period to most of the learners. They went 

through very difficult periods during their 12-year 

journey. Nevertheless, our children are now at the end 

of this school journey, and have to do their best to en-

sure that the sleepless years they spent were not in 

vain. 

 

We admire the determination and perseverance 

shown throughout this period as we are living in the 

most demotivating times as the people of this country. 

The unemployment rate continues to rise, and most 

disturbing is that even those with tertiary qualifica-

tions are affected. A very disturbing trend because 

you must unfortunately be asking yourself if it is 

worth it. 

 

The government continues to show very little interest 

in our wellbeing. But what we need to know is that we 

cannot give up and throw hands in the air. Education 

is an important instrument that we have at our dis-

posal to salvage what is left of this country as we con-

tinue our struggle for total liberation of our people. 

 

Therefore, AZAPO Voice appeals to all those who will 

be sitting for these examinations, to give it their best 

shot as they are now here against all odds. The deter-

mination and perseverance shown against adverse 

conditions that our children passed through must be 

enough fuel to see them do well in their studies. Get-

ting down to learn and obtain a qualification and skills 

constitutes another form of struggle we have to wage 

with vigour. 

 

We rely on each and every one of our learners to build 

a capable society that will pull us out of the difficulties 

our country has been plunged in by corrupt politicians 

who do not have the interests of the nation at heart.  

 

Sadly, some of your fellow learners you travelled with 

fell by the wayside. And you now have the national 

responsibility to pick up the baton and ensure that the 

race is successfully completed. Only knowledge can 

ensure that your mind is not manipulated and con-

trolled. Give it your best shot and go all the way de-

spite the many challenges you are faced with. 

 

Our journey towards the rebuilding of a free and just 

society depends on us having adequate human re-

sources; and this can be achieved if each and every 

one of those who will be sitting for these examinations 

do so with the full knowledge that Azania needs them. 

 

We also wish to extend our sincere revolutionary grat-

itude to all the teachers who literally carried the 

learners up to this juncture. We say, your contribution 

did not go unnoticed. Despite the challenges, you con-

tinued to guide our children up to this level. We know 

the pride you will harvest out of the good results.  
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Many political leaders and commentators were disap-

pointed by the Finance Minister Tito Mboweni when 

he tabled his Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement 

on Wednesday. But we in AZAPO Voice were not disap-

pointed at all. 

 

We were not disappointed because we did not expect 

him to say anything different. Not that what he said 

was great, but he could not have said anything else. 

You can only really be disappointed if you were expect-

ing something wonderful and you get something differ-

ent. 

 

Mboweni said what we all should know. As a country, 

South Africa is living above its means. We are spending 

more than what our income can afford. Our national 

debt is ballooning. This year alone, the country’s budg-

et shortfall will be at least R50 billion. The consolidat-

ed national debt in 2019/20 financial year is R3 tril-

lion. This financial year, the country will pay R204 bil-

lion to service the debt, which is increasing because 

we continue to spend more than what we generate. 

 

In a nutshell, the country is in a serious economic cri-

sis. If this spending trajectory continues, the country 

will be left with no option but to go, cap in hand, beg-

ging to the International Monetary Fund and the World 

Bank and ask for loans. The IMF and the World Bank 

have a history of destroying developing countries be-

cause of their prescriptions on how their money 

should be spent. 

 

Comments by many politicians and political analysts 

on the mid-term budget speech expose these commen-

tators’ ignorance of what Mboweni can actually do. 

Those on the left wing of the political spectrum, includ-

ing labour, were united in condemning Mboweni for 

trying to cut the salary bill of the State. Those on the 

right were unimpressed with Mboweni for failing to 

entice huge numbers of the public servants to grab the 

carrot of early retirement. The government had tried 

to encourage public servants who were approaching 

retirement to take early retirement without losing 

their pension benefits in a bid to reduce the wage bill. 

However, given the limited economic opportunities in 

the country, many public servants who could have 

qualified for early retirement simply ignored the offer.  

 

One politician accused Mboweni of failing to give a 

clear direction about how to grow the economy and 

thus create the much-needed jobs. He said Mboweni 

should have outlined a strategy to grow the manufac-

turing sector and increase the country’s exports. The 

NO END IN SIGHT ON THE WORSENING ECONOMIC CRISIS 
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expectation that Mboweni should have used his budg-

et speech to chart a new economic recovery is the 

source of the disappointment of many politicians and 

commentators. Mboweni should be humbled by the 

confidence that many have in his ability to get the 

country out of its economic crisis. But that confidence 

is misplaced. As head of Treasury, Mboweni can tell 

us how much money will be collected. He can also 

state how the collected revenue would be distributed 

to various State departments and entities. He can also 

tell us how the shortfall will be covered. That is about 

it!  

 

The real crisis of South Africa is that the economy is 

not growing fast enough to create the much needed 

jobs. In fact, growth forecast has been revised down-

ward to 0.5%. The population growth rate is 1.2%, 

which is more than double the rate of economic 

growth. The net effect is that the economy is shrink-

ing, resulting in the massive official unemployment 

rate of more than 29,1%, the highest in 21 years. And 

for the record, the actual unemployment rate is more 

than 40% because many job-seekers have given up 

looking for employment. 

 

Mboweni has announced some austerity measures to 

curb government spending. This will have the oppo-

site effect if his aim is to grow the tax base and State 

revenues. Just to illustrate the point, if a particular 

department implements the cost cutting measures 

and suspends all travel and workshops that are often 

held in hotels or country lodges, those sectors in the 

hospitality industry will be negatively affected and 

they would be forced to cut costs by retrenching their 

workers. Their reduced income would mean that they 

would pay less tax and as such, the projected tax 

shortfall of R50 billion will actually be more than that. 

 

 

During an economic crisis, the State should spend 

more, of course not just for the sake of spending, but 

should invest in infrastructure such as new hospitals, 

schools and water and electrification to lubricate eco-

nomic activity so that more jobs are created. This will 

stimulate demand as more people would have pur-

chasing power. 

 

But fundamentally, the government should act deci-

sively to fight corruption and maladministration 

which is costing the taxpayers billions of Rands each 

year. 

 

Ultimately, there is no quick fix to get out of an eco-

nomic crisis. As a country, we should get better out-

comes from the money we spend on education. When 

we have graduates who are well equipped with skills, 

they will be better placed to unlock the country’s po-

tential by exploiting our natural resources for the ex-

port markets.  

 

The focus should move away from Mboweni. We need 

to remove hurdles that are contributing to lower eco-

nomic growth. And when the economy is humming, 

Mboweni will have more resources to invest in social 

spending such as health and education.  But for now, 

it appears there is no vision. And where there is no 

vision, people perish.  
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ANC LEADER MANTASHE LIES  

TWICE IN ONE SENTENCE 

 

Part of any revolutionary change involved the change 

of values from the bad and reactionary ones of living 

in an oppressive environment to the good and pro-

gressive ones that define freedom or liberation. 

The new society entrenches the good and progressive 

values in all available media and spheres of life. They 

are taught right from kindergarten to university. In 

fact, these values start being transmitted at home; in 

the religious institutions and in business.  These good 

and progressive value systems are what distinguishes 

the oppressive society from the free one. 

 

Politicians that are public officials like Presidents, 

Ministers, Premiers, MECs, MPs, Mayors and all sorts 

of Councillors need at all times to be the exemplary 

carriers of these progressive values. That is because 

they are, or are regarded as, the political leaders and 

conscience of society. 

 

Good governance and a good reputation do not seem 

to be requirements in the leaders of the ruling party. 

The worse you are, the more suitable you are deemed 

to be for public office. ANC Chairperson and Minister 

of Mineral Resources and Energy Gwede Mantashe is 

one but not the first and last example of a typical 

leader of the ruling party. 

 

The “happily married” Mantashe and Finance Minis-

ter Tito Mboweni have been caught with their pants 

down. You generally do not expect senior citizens like 

them, who were supposed to be confined to their 

rocky chairs, to be having trousers that are loose at 

the waist.  But they will protest in their defence that 

even ANC Presidents do not belt or zip their trousers.  

Unfortunately, those low standards should be con-

fined to the ruling party; not society. 

 

In the past days, Mantashe and Mboweni have been in 

the news for all the wrong reasons. They are said to 

be in a sex triangle with a 26-year “young” student. 

The two Ministers have not denied the happening of 

the transactional sex with a woman as young as their 

lastborn daughters. The student has revealed that 

Mantashe pays between R10 000 and R15 000 for a 

sex session, whereas Mboweni seems to benefit from 

his financial management skills because he is said to 

have kept it at a meagre R3000.  

 

Mantashe has come out worse off in this sex scandal. 

The Sunday World published that Mantashe admitted 

to have paid R70 000 to two journalists to kill the sto-

ry. That is problematic at two levels. If that admission 

stands, then Minister Mantashe is guilty of the crime 

of bribery. That should force President Cyril Rama-

phosa to fire Mantashe from the Cabinet. On the other 

hand, Mantashe would be interfering with media free-

dom and its ethics. 

 

Mantashe has taken a U-turn at a dangerously high 

speed. He admits that he did tell Sunday World Editor 

Makhudu Sefara that he (Mantashe) paid R70 000 to 

two journalists to kill the story. But he has now 

turned around and claimed that he was lying when he 

said all that. That is what we mean about the lying 

twice in one sentence. He claims he has lied, when all 
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indications are such that he may actually be lying 

when he now says he lied when he made that admis-

sion to Sefara. We have no way of knowing if he would 

have known anything about that admission had it not 

been for Sefara’s public assurance that he recorded 

the admission conversation with Mantashe. 

 

Sefara has said that his hands are tied because he does 

not have the evidence of the bribery payment and the 

identity of the two journalists. He said he however 

subjected the Sunday World journalists to a lie detec-

tor process, while he continues to persuade Mantashe 

to come clean because the Sunday World and its jour-

nalists have suffered reputational damage as a result 

of his shenanigans. 

 

Meanwhile, the South African National Editors Forum 

(SANEF) has met Mantashe on this saga. It is disturb-

ing that SANEF could only ask Mantashe to do nothing 

more than publicly apologise for what the facts point 

in the direction of commission of a serious crime of 

bribery. 

 

The little that is in the public space should be enough 

for Mantashe to voluntarily resign. What should our 

children learn from grandfathers who see them as sex 

merchandise? What good and progressive values do 

Mantashe and Mboweni stand for and promote in this 

society? Mantashe’s boss, Ramaphosa, has a responsi-

bility to act if his much-vaunted “New Dawn” is any-

thing to go by. 

 

Lest we forget, the scandal-ridden Mantashe has still 

to satisfactorily explain the security installations by 

the State Capture company Bosasa at 3 of his proper-

ties in Boksburg in Gauteng, one in Cala and another 

in Elliot in the Eastern Cape. Bosasa employee Richard 

Le Roux deposed an affidavit in November 2017 de-

tailing these security installations. He followed it up 

early this year with testifying at the Zondo Commis-

sion on State Capture. 

 

 

As usual, Mantashe denied any knowledge of such se-

curity installations. Instead of giving evidence under 

oath at the Zondo Commission where the evidence 

came from, Mantashe went on a stroll and invited 

journalists to visit his properties where he showed 

them that there were no such security installations as 

suggested by le Roux. Unfortunately for him, video 

clips anonymously handed to News24 conclusively 

show Bosasa employees installing the security detail. 

 

The dominant values publicly promoted by the politi-

cians of the ruling party are those of corruption, State 

Capture, sex scandals, incompetence and maladmin-

istration. Every year the Auditor General gives the 

public gloomy reports of billions of Rands of irregular 

and under spending. The citizens are on a daily basis 

glued to their screens watching the unfolding Reality 

TV on the various Commissions, which are digging the 

rotten secrets of corruption. 

 

Just check the personalities that are queuing to give 

evidence on corruption committed. They are by far the 

ruling party leaders. It follows from this fact that the 

ruling party is guilty of building wrong and reaction-

ary values in the country. There is therefore another 

struggle that needs to be waged against the erstwhile 

revolutionaries for the sake of our country. 
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25 years into democracy, more than 250 learners of 

Mcheni Primary School in Ntywenka village in Tsolo 

are condemned to write their end-of-year exams in an 

open field. 

 

Yet the Eastern Cape provincial education department 

had promised to provide the learners with temporary 

classrooms. But the promise has already missed its tar-

get of August 2019. 

 

As they say, it is better to be late than never. Even at 

this late hour, the temporary classrooms will make a 

huge difference to the village students who have al-

ready been learning and preparing for their exams in 

the open field under extreme weather conditions. 

Sometimes we say only God knows, but in this case we 

also know that it is unlikely that the children grasped 

anything under conditions that are not conducive to 

learning. 

 

Daily Dispatch's Ziyanda Zweni says the temperature 

was 37°C when they visited the school! The children 

were desperately trying to protect themselves from the 

scorching sun by covering themselves with their jer-

seys. The heat, rain and dust take turns on the children. 

 

The politicians are neither touched nor bothered by 

the enslaving conditions that they are condemning the 

Black children to. That is because their own children 

are learning in the white suburbs where the school in-

frastructure and facilities are up to scratch.  

 

Because the government failed to build a proper brick 

and mortar school for the Black children to escape 

such "crime against humanity", the poor community of 

Ntywenka took it upon themselves to build their chil-

dren some mud and shack structures as some class-

rooms. This is despite the fact that these Black parents 

are taxpayers like anybody else. 

 

Of course, the wish of the Black parents is to see their 

children obtaining an education that will help them 

migrate from poverty. They have been subjected to in-

tergenerational and abject poverty for too long that 

sending their children to school is an investment to 

develop themselves and their communities. 

 

The politicians and the organisations they voted for 

know that poverty is not a result of laziness on the part 

of the Black people. It is by design. It is as a result of 

landlessness, colonialism and racism. It is therefore a 

structural reality that will need more than motivation-

al speaking to address. 

TSOLO LEARNERS FORCED TO WRITE EXAMS IN OPEN FIELD  
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The Ntywenka community cannot be blamed for not 

caring. Out of their hostile and stubborn poverty, they 

have further impoverished themselves by building 

some mud and shack structures for their children. 

But such structures had their zinc roof blown away 

by strong winds. That is indicative of the fact that the 

government did not pass the structures for occupa-

tion by the learners and their safety. As for the par-

ents, they so wished to get rid of their poverty that 

they gave their village the name Ntywenka. This word 

is usually used together with money as in "intywenka 

yemali" (lots of money). The desperation of Black 

people to be saved from poverty speaks for itself. 

 

By the look of things, even their investment does not 

stand a good chance of giving the requisite dividends 

in life. 

 

Who are these educationists who expect the learners 

of Mcheni Primary School to succeed in their studies 

and life in general? The children are between the ages 

of 6 and 16. How does anyone expect learning to take 

place where the learners are distracted by the sight of 

the goings-on in the community. As the teacher is 

busy with her teaching business, the learners are 

watching cattle, goats, sheep and chickens. They can 

also see some quarrel between some elderly resi-

dents nearby. That is over and above the heat, rain, 

dust, hunger and dehydration. 

 

Where is the government in all this? In 2011 a con-

tractor was given a tender to build the school. Yes, 

you guessed it correctly. It was as though it was built 

to self-destruct. No sooner had the school been built 

than it collapsed. All that is left now are ruins. 

Yet the tender money was given to the contractor that 

won the tender. We all know that tenders are usually 

given to the cadres of the ruling party who know 

nothing about that which they bid to do. But we also 

know that the tender money is shared among the ca-

dres and their political party. 

 

That is the looting of State resources by the politi-

cians and their parties that condemn the children of 

Ntywenka to anti-Black and enslaving conditions.  

 

AZAPO Voice is aware that the Mcheni Primary 

School children are expected to sit for their exams 

this coming Monday. AZAPO Voice does not believe 

these learners are ready for the challenge. The pro-

vincial education department must intervene and 

make the necessary assessment and do what it thinks 

is right under the circumstances. 

 

Didn't somebody say the children are the leaders of 

tomorrow? What kind of leaders is the Black commu-

nity developing? If you were asked to imagine white 

children learning under conditions of Mcheni Primary 

School, you would suffer a mental block because your 

mind has no such references. 

 

Black children cannot be denied education under 

apartheid, and still be denied education under de-

mocracy. It should be enough that the Black Con-

sciousness Movement led the Black students in a fight 

for free, compulsory and decolonised education. It is a 

fact of history that Black students were killed in their 

hundreds during the June 16 Uprisings for their de-

mands. We also know that we have democracy today 

because of the sacrifices of those students. 

 

How did it come about that we still have the Mcheni 

miseducation after all those sacrifices? 

 

NO EFFORT MUST BE SPARED IN IMPROV-

ING THE QUALITY OF EDUCATION IN BLACK 

PEOPLE’S LOCALITIES 

 

As late as Monday this week, more than 34 000 learn-

ers, seeking placement, were still not placed in any 
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school in Gauteng. This has created untold suffering 

to thousands of parents throughout the province who 

are concerned about the future of their children. 

 

Thousands of angry and frustrated parents besieged 

several regional offices of the Gauteng Education De-

partment in a bid to secure registration of their chil-

dren. Virtually all the parents who were standing in 

those long and winding queues were Black. One does 

not need to be a rocket scientist to understand why 

this is the case. The crux of the matter is that due to 

the collapsing quality of education in the townships, 

Black parents are forced to smuggle their children 

into the former Model-C schools in pursuit of better 

education. 

White parents, all of whom live in the suburbs where 

these former whites-only schools are located, obvi-

ously have better advantage for their children to be 

admitted. In any event, more and more white parents 

are withdrawing their children from public schools 

and registering them into private schools. Conse-

quently, they are least affected by the crisis of short-

age of space in public schools. 

 

One of the main reasons Gauteng education MEC 

Panyaza Lesufi is popular among the parents is his 

unrelenting crusade to force the doors of the former 

Model-C schools to open to all, including learners 

from the townships. In that assignment to de-racialize 

the demographics of public schools in the province, 

Lesufi has done well. But that is the easy part. The 

real challenge is to stop the exodus of Black learners 

from the townships to the former Model-C schools. 

 

Black parents are voting with their feet. Over the past 

decade, more than 100 public township schools have 

been closed, largely because of low enrolment. Thou-

sands of working class Black parents are forced to 

shun no-fee schools in their backyards because there 

is no effective learning and teaching in those schools. 

The economically depressed Black parents are forced 

to spend their last money, paying up to R30 000 a 

year, in the former Model-C schools to ensure that 

their children have a better education that can help 

them secure a better life. 

 

While Lesufi’s efforts of forcing transformation in the 

former white schools are commendable, the long-

term solution of this crisis is to ensure that the quality 

of education in Diepdale Secondary in Diepkloof, So-

weto, is the same as that of Hyde Park High. And 

when that happens, there would be no need for Black 

parents to fake their addresses in order to smuggle 

their children into former Model-C schools.  

 

THE NELSON MANDELA BAY METRO IS THE 

KILLING GROUND IN SOUTH AFRICAN POLI-

TICS  

 

Auditors from the office of the Auditor-General have 

fled the Nelson Mandela Bay municipal offices leaving 

their work in an unfinished state. 

 

A team of auditors conducting the annual regularity 

audit had to be withdrawn for their safety after they 

received sealed envelopes with some newspaper clips 

detailing the horrors relating to the Integrated Public 

Transport System (IPTS) and drain tenders.  

 

As a matter of fact, the problem arose when the audi-

tors asked for documents relating to these tenders. 

 

From last year, a number of politicians and individu-

als associated with these tenders were executed ei-

ther in their homes or in the streets. The residents 

said that thugs known as amagintsa were also in-

volved as they worked with some politicians. 

  3 



4 

 

Prior to 1994, the majority of killings in the country 

were happening due to political rivalry where rival 

members were killing one another to ensure their po-

litical organisation enjoyed territorial control and he-

gemony. 

 

Things have changed this side of democracy insofar as 

the cause for the killings is concerned. This time, the 

politicians are killing one another Mafia-style to gain 

control of the spoils flowing from the corruption table. 

 

In a sense, thuggery has disguised itself as politics not 

only in Nelson Mandela Bay, but the country as a 

whole. In KZN and Mpumalanga ANC leaders are ruth-

lessly killing one another for corruption money. 

 

In the 2016 Local Government Elections, no party 

gained an outright victory. The DA got 57 seats and 

was 4 seats short to make the 61 seats majority. It 

formed an alliance government with other parties that 

included the UDM. 

 

On 18 August 2016 DA's Athol Trollip became the Ex-

ecutive Mayor, while UDM's Mongameli Bobani be-

came Deputy Executive Mayor and MMC for Public 

Health. In May 2017 Trollip removed Bobani as MMC 

for Public Health citing maladministration and corrup-

tion. In August 2017, the Patriotic Alliance went a step 

further and moved a motion of no confidence on 

Bobani as Deputy Executive Mayor. This motion 

passed despite the marching out of parties like the 

UDM and ANC. 

On 27 August 2018 a motion of no confidence on 

Council Speaker Jonathan Lawack succeeded after 

DA's Victor Manyati abstained exposing DA to a 60-59 

loss. Had he voted, there would have been a tie which 

would have been resolved in favour of the DA by the 

Speaker's casting vote. 

 

While the DA staged its own march out, Bobani was 

elected Executive Mayor. This PR Councillor quickly 

populated the mayoral committee with ANC Council-

lors, including Andile Lungisa who was facing criminal 

charges. 

 

On November 2018 a report surfaced linking Bobani 

to receiving corruption money from a company linked 

to the Metro's bus system. A vote of no confidence 

against Bobani failed. 

 

 

A number of Councillors have reportedly been receiv-

ing death threats. This year, Speaker Buyelwa Mafaya 

had to call off, on "security reasons", a council meeting 

meant to deal with a vote of no confidence on Bobani. 

Mafaya had to flee for her life when her neighbour's 

house was shot at in a case of mistaken identity. She is 

said to have recently collapsed due to stress related to 

the intimidation. 

 

AZAPO Voice is concerned that South Africa is facing 

the real risk of a weak State if thugs are allowed to 

successfully hijack politics.  
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A Sunday newspaper splashed on its front page a re-

port about KwaZulu-Natal Education MEC Kwazi 

Mshengu who was renting a car for more than 

R100 000 a month at tax-payers’ expense because he 

was unwilling to use a luxurious Mercedes-Benz GLE 

350 which was used by his predecessor. 

 

The car used by the former Education MEC is only a 

year old and has clocked just 40 000km. 

 

Following the newspaper report, Mshengu appeared 

on television, apparently to set the record straight. He 

did not dispute that he was renting a car. In fact, the 

real issue that he disputed was the amount. It was not 

more than R100 000 a month as reported in the news-

paper but a “mere R90 000” a month. Wow! 

 

He even offered some preposterous explanation why 

he was not using his personal vehicle for official busi-

ness. He said his personal vehicle was bigger than the 

one that he was renting and that had he opted for his 

personal car, the department would end up paying 

more. Wow! He is in fact doing us a favour. 

 

So far, the department has paid almost half a million 

for renting the car for the MEC. This is despite the fact 

that there is a car which is still fairly new which he 

could use. This is not just an illustration of the count-

less cases of abuse of State resources but also an exam-

ple of the decay in revolutionary morality that should 

be guiding the consciences of those who lead our peo-

ple. 

 

In a country where four out of ten people are unem-

ployed, where half the population live in abject pov-

erty, where millions have no access to drinking water, 

where millions have no basic needs such as electricity, 

where children still learn under trees, where millions 

live in mikhukhu, one would have thought that those 

who have been given responsibilities to lead the coun-

try will be a bit more considerate in how they spend 

limited State resources. But clearly, our hopes are mis-

placed. Politicians such as Mshengu are the norm. They 

are more concerned about their luxury than delivering 

better services to the people. Sadly, nothing will hap-

pen to Mshengu because in this country, one can basi-

cally abuse State resources with impunity. 

 

If we are to stop the rot, it is incumbent upon us as a 

people to hold those in office accountable. One way to 

ensure that politicians account, is to build stronger op-

position so that there is no security of tenure for those 

in power. Democracy only thrives where there is inse-

curity of tenure for the incumbents. 

THE DECAY IN REVOLUTIONARY MORALITY 
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RAMAPHOSA’S ANNUAL INVESTMENT 

CONFERENCES DO NOT STIMULATE        

ECONOMIC ACTIVITY 

President Cyril Ramaphosa last week hosted another 

conference geared at attracting investment. The in-

vestment conference is becoming a permanent fea-

ture in our annual calendar. Last year, a similar con-

ference was held and there is little to show for it. Un-

employment continues to be on the increase and the 

economy continues to be sluggish. 

South Africa has an impressive reputation of holding 

conferences, summits and commissions. We seem to 

believe that diagnosing a problem has the same effect 

as addressing it. Let’s face it. Is it realistic to expect a 

businessman to suddenly invest because he attended 

a conference? The country should address the under-

lying reasons for low levels of investment and these 

do not require a conference. 

 

One of the factors contributing to slow growth is the 

shortage of high skilled labour force. Our country has 

not fully embraced the fourth industrial revolution 

and the manner in which we train our people has not 

evolved with the times. This is why many trade union 

leaders vehemently oppose mechanization in the 

mines and in other sectors. They believe that they can 

save jobs by opposing new technology. But instead of 

opposing new technology, we should embrace it and 

exploit it to such an extent that we add value to our 

commodities which were being exported in their raw 

form. 

 

The government should also lower the barriers of 

entry to many industries. For example, we are said to 

be a capitalist country, but our banking industry is 

dominated by five major banks. In other countries, 

this industry has been opened up to allow small play-

ers, who operate from small offices and even on 

street corners. 

 

The government is pre-occupied with maintaining the 

status-quo in the economy. In the construction indus-

try, for instance, the State insists that certain levels of 

accreditation should be secured before a firm can ten-

der for big contracts. What these rules actually mean 

is that only the big white firms that benefited from 

apartheid should have exclusive rights to do major 

projects for the government. 

 

In the cultural space, foreign made films still domi-

nate our movie houses. Locally produced films are 

relegated to some theatres and even there they are 

only allowed to play just for a week. If the govern-

ment was progressive, it would support locally made 

productions by imposing a system that forces the un-

transformed film industry to give local productions a 

fair chance. 

 

In a nutshell, our solution for economic growth and 

job creation lies in the government stimulating do-

mestic economic activity so that we reduce our trade 

deficit by producing most of what we consume. And 

when we do that, we would no longer put our hopes 

for economic recovery on the annual rituals of the 

investment conferences.  

 

WESTERN IMPERIALISM OVERTHROWS 

EVO MORALES  

After months of US-backed unrest in Bolivia, Presi-

dent Evo Morales has announced his resignation un-

der duress and fled to Mexico for political asylum this 

past Sunday.  

 

Last Friday night, the demonstrations climaxed to a 

level where the police unit guarding the presidential 

residence met to review its support for the govern-

ment. By Saturday the unit deserted its posts. They 

had eventually cracked under the pressure of civil 

disobedience. The Police Operations Tactical Unit  

(UTOP) had been involved in overdrawn clashes with 
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anti-government protesters.  

 

The army had strangely remained in their barracks 

and allowed the chaos to worsen. On Sunday the army 

issued a statement asking President Morales to step 

down and allow for space for peace in Bolivia. With 

the sudden loss of support from the police and the 

army, Morales had lost the power and force to control 

the burning streets. The army loaded him on a plane 

to Cochabamba where he announced his resignation 

on Sunday and fled to Mexico by Tuesday. 

 

This flow of events has traces of a coup in them. While 

in the safety of Mexico, Morales confirmed this and 

wrote on Twitter that “the most cunning and disas-

trous coup in history has been carried out”.  He added 

that “my sin was being indigenous, leftist and anti-

imperialist”. 

The US and the western superpowers have welcomed 

the coup. Trump’s US has said that “Morales’ depar-

ture preserves democracy”. Already, the US is paint-

ing a narrative that its takeover is a “preservation of 

democracy”. These perpetrators could not help but 

expose their role in the coup as they boasted that 

“these events send a strong signal to the illegitimate 

regimes in Venezuela and Nicaragua that democracy 

and the will of the people will always prevail”. 

 

There you have it. The will of the imperialist US is the 

will of the people of all the countries where the US 

plots regime change. 

 

From 2006 to 2019, Morales has served three terms 

in office.  A constitutional amendment in 2009 called 

for early elections, which he won.  The technicalities 

brought about by the early elections allowed him to 

run for a 3rd term in 2014, despite the constitution 

limiting him to two consecutive terms. Even if some-

body spotted anything untoward to the sudden 

change of the constitution, Morales won a 2017 Su-

preme Court ruling, which stated that the term limits 

amounted to a violation of the fundamental human 

rights.  

 

However, the 2016 referendum to pave for his 4th 

term was narrowly defeated. External factors like 

economic strangulation of Bolivia aside, Morales 

seems to have undermined how powerful the western 

imperialist propaganda is. While the 2017 Supreme 

Court ruling opened the way for him to contest elec-

tions beyond the initial constitutional limitation of 

two terms, the western version democracy of two 

terms has taken root in the minds of many people. 

You are easily portrayed as a powermonger and dic-

tator when you stay longer in power. More so, when 

the economy is not doing well. It is not always easy 

for the masses to see the sabotaging hand of the west-

ern imperialists. 

 

The amending of the constitution to allow Morales 

more space to stay in power played in the hands of 

the imperialists. The watershed moment was when 

Morales began to lose even some leftists forces who 

began to feel that he was overplaying his hand on 

power. That led to the narrow defeat of the 2016 ref-

erendum that sought to allow Morales to run for a 4th 

term. This defeat was used against Morales to suggest 

that the people demanded that he step down and give 

space to others. The October 2019 presidential elec-

tions were fought by the opposition under this tone. 

 

The turmoil in Bolivia has been boiling since last year 

with the country divided between anti-government 

and pro-government forces. In October 2019 Morales 

won a narrow victory against his close rival Carlos 

Mesa of the Citizens Party amid 9 candidates. The 

west and the opposition claimed that the polls were 

rigged in favour of Morales. Following after the 2016 

Referendum defeat of Morales, the “fraudulent victo-

ry” narrative by the western superpowers and the 

opposition colonised the public psych. 

 

During the October 2019 presidential elections, a 

blunder was committed when the live transmission of 

the rapid count method was suspended for about 24 

hours. By the night of the strange suspension,      
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Morales was leading Mesa by less that the required 

10%. It was obvious to even Morales’ supporters that 

a run-off election in December was unavoidable. Yet 

on the resumption of the live transmission of the re-

sults Morales was leading comfortably beyond 10%. 

That was the last straw for Morales. His traditional 

base started to feel that he should “consider resign-

ing”. 

 

These mistakes forced the people to gradually forget 

the great strides of Morales and his Movement for So-

cialism (MAS). Of course, quite a force of the indige-

nous people remained loyal and are still fighting for 

the return of Morales. That was because Morales 

changed the lives of the ordinary people for the better. 

He nationalised key industries and used the income to 

reduce poverty by more than half. He also made a bold 

attempt to nationalise the large lithium reserves, 

which are necessary for the electric cars. The effect of 

that was the reduction of income inequality or Gini-

coefficient by 19%. 

 

He also made huge strides at the cultural and identity 

level. 36 indigenous languages became official nation-

al languages together with Spanish. The version of in-

digenous-socialism led by MAS made it possible to do 

a simple thing that had proved elusive – the official 

use of Wiphala, which is an indigenous tricolour flag. 

 

To expose the true nature of the coup against Morales, 

his temporary replacement Jeanine Anez Cha vez made 

what could be seen as a slip of the tongue when she 

said, “I dream of a Bolivia free of satanic indigenous 

rites”. 

 

What is happening to Bolivia is a lesson that the revo-

lutionary forces should appreciate the fact that impe-

rialism has forged a strong global solidarity despite 

the fact that it is already strong. But imperialism 

learned this lesson from the very left it sought to de-

stroy. The First and Second Internationals were there 

in realisation of the need to close ranks by the revolu-

tionary movements of the people of the world. 

 

AMAXHOSA KING HAS FALLEN 

AZAPO Voice joins the nation in mourning the un-

timely death of amaXhosa King Mpendulo Zwelonke 

Sigcawu at a tender age of 51. 

With only 13 years on the throne at the Nqadu Great 

Place, King Zwelonke had all the time ahead to consol-

idate his contributions in fighting for the clarification 

of the role of Indigenous Leadership in terms of gov-

ernance, as well the development of Indigenous Law 

as it relates to this aspect of leadership. 

 

He was often vocal against the disdain that Indigenous 

Leadership was treated as evidenced by the incarcera-

tion of the incumbent abaThembu King Buyelekhaya 

Zwelibanzi Dalindyebo. 

 

The attendance of his 2015 coronation by other indig-

enous leaders who came as far as Zimbabwe, Botswa-

na, Ivory Coast, Somalia, Cameron, Libya, Indonesia 

and Britain gave testimony to his work to unite Indig-

enous Leadership in Azania and the entire Continent 

of Afrika. 

 

AZAPO Voice urges all the indigenous leaders to hon-

our the memory of King Zwelonke by building a united 

and stronger platform as the custodians of the Afrikan 

culture and its values in the face of the invasive west-

ern values. 

 

AZAPO Voice believes that Afrikan Indigenous Leader-

ship would not have been humiliated with the jailing 

of King Zwelibanzi had this institution been united 

and solid. 

 

AZAPO Voice conveys its condolences to the bereaved 

royal family and the institution of Afrikan Indigenous 

Leadership as a whole.  
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In a properly functional democracy heads would have 

rolled when AG Kimi Makwetu revealed in his findings 

on Wednesday that not one SOE received a clean audit. 

 

Total government irregular expenditure has ballooned 

to R62 billion. 

 

What is tragic is the fact that society is beginning to be 

numb and unresponsive to the news of corruption and 

mismanagement of the economy by the politicians and 

business people. 

 

Despite all the promises of a "new dawn" by the "tax 

gatherers" of this world, the country is sinking deeper 

and deeper into economic gloom and hopelessness. 

 

The AG tells the nation that 14 SOEs were guilty of ir-

regular expenditure to the tune of R1.4 billion in the 

last financial year. The AG warns that the figure could 

rise as 4 SOEs did not make full disclosures.  They are 

Denel, SABC, SA Express and the SA Forestry Compa-

ny.  

 

This should be a cause for concern for the nation be-

cause it has become evident in the State Capture Com-

mission that the SOEs are the milking cows of the rul-

ing party corrupt politicians and their friends in the 

private sector.  

 

The picture is not promising where the AG warns that 

the situation is such that these SOEs may not be able 

to run on their own without financial injection from 

government. 

 

The ANC is a ruling party that should be ashamed 

about how it frustrated the trust of Black people who 

had expected better from it. 

 

The shame should come from the fact that the DA, the 

party of white privilege, continues to do much better 

than the ANC when it comes to clean governance. 

While the DA-run Western Cape received a 79% clean 

audit, the ANC-run Free State received zero clean audit. 

No clean audit at all. For those who may have forgot-

ten, the Free State is the Estina-dairy-corruption that 

was run by the then Premier Ace Magashule who got 

promoted into the position of the Secretary General of 

the ruling party.  

Even more embarrassing, the province that is second 

to the Western Cape is the ANC-run province at 30% 

clean audit. What an embarrassment to the ANC as a 

ruling party.  

AUDITOR GENERAL'S FINDINGS REVEAL DEEPER MISMANAGEMENT OF THE ECONOMY 
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As if this was not enough, the Provinces that have ei-

ther regressed or stagnated in terms clean govern-

ance are those run by the ANC.  

 

The Eastern Cape, Northern Cape and Mpumalanga 

provinces have become worse. 

 

We are making a big mistake if we think what is 

worsening is the statistics. No. What is worsening are 

the lives of the people who have lived for centuries as 

slaves under white settler-colonial rule. It is the lives 

of Black people who were dispossessed of their land 

by the white tribe of Europe. 

 

AZAPO GOES TO NATIONAL CONGRESS 

The Azanian People's Organisation will be holding its 

24th National Congress at the Great Daku Hall in 

Kwazakhele, Port Elizabeth, on 29 November to 1 De-

cember 2019. 

 

AZAPO, which is the custodian of Black Consciousness 

and Biko, will use this mid-term Congress to review 

the organisation's impact in championing the strug-

gles of the Azanian masses as well as its electoral per-

formance. 

The organisations of the Black Consciousness Move-

ment will be in attendance to deliberate on the strate-

gic direction that the flagbearer of the BCM will take. 

 

Various Papers that touch on Land, Economy, Labour, 

Health, Education, Gender & Femicide will be deliv-

ered. 

 

Guests of honour include Cdes Nonhle Mbuthuma of 

Amadiba Crisis Committee, Zolani Mkiva of Contrale-

sa and Norhi Manona of Project Inmate. 

 

The Congress will be dedicated to the Memory of the 

late BC Stalwart Ngcobo Nguna. A Memorial Lecture 

will be delivered in his honour. Fallen BC Heroes in 

the Sonwabo Ngxale (EC) Province will also be hon-

oured. 

 

Congress will be held under the Theme: Land, Libera-

tion and Dignity. The Sub-Themes will be Femicide 

and HIV & AIDS. Accordingly, there will be an Anti-

Femicide March to Kwazakhele Police Station.  

 

Congress details are as follows: 

 

Venue:  Great Daku Hall, Kwazakhele 

Date:  Friday 15h00,  29/11/2019 — Sunday 15h00, 

 01/12/2019 

 

Let us come and witness the renewal and reposition-

ing of AZAPO in the era of electoral politics. 

 

A MAJOR PUBLIC RELATIONS                 

COUP FOR NHI  

The National Health Insurance (NHI), which is a gov-

ernment's plan to radically transform the health sys-

tem in the country, has secured a major public rela-

tions coup. 

 

How? The AfriForum and Solidarity - the leading right

-wing organisations that have unashamedly posi-

tioned themselves as the defenders of white privilege 

- have threatened to take the government to court in 

a bid to stop the implementation of the NHI. 

 

For the record, the NHI is a funding model that ena-

bles all citizens to access health care in both private 

and public health facilities without paying at the point 

of service. When it is fully functional, it would render 

medical aid schemes redundant. 

 

Those who make huge profits from selling healthcare 

as a commodity have maintained that the government 

should first sort out the mess in the public health care 
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sector before interfering in the private healthcare 

system.  They argue that the reason why many ordi-

nary citizens shun the public hospitals and clinics, 

some of which are free, and opt for private healthcare 

which is expensive is because they actually do not 

have a choice as they risk losing their lives, quite liter-

ally. 

For the opponents of NHI, the argument is simple. 

The State must fix public hospitals. The State must 

employ more health professionals such as nurses and 

doctors, reduce the long queues, ensure adequate 

supply of medicines and ensure proper maintenance 

of health facilities. If they sort out all that is required 

to improve the quality of healthcare in the public fa-

cilities, people will use these and not be forced to 

travel from as far as Mthatha or Thohoyandou to a 

private hospital in Johannesburg. 

 

For a long period now, the Department of Health has 

been struggling to convince the public that the NHI is 

the ultimate solution for the country's health care cri-

sis. They cite the fact that more than 50% of the mon-

ey that the country spends on healthcare caters for 

only 16% of the population.  This minority of the pop-

ulation has medical aid and is able to use private 

healthcare, which is not accessible to the majority.  

 

The Department of Health has also argued that the 

concept of Universal Health Coverage (UHC) has been 

embraced in other countries such as Britain and Can-

ada.  

 

The NHI will end the inequality in the provision of 

healthcare in the country as treatment would not be 

based on the socioeconomic status of the patient but 

on his or her healthcare needs. 

The opponents of NHI have hidden behind cost, argu-

ing that the country cannot afford the health insur-

ance plan. But AfriForum and Solidarity have blown 

the cover. The opposition is really about maintaining 

white privilege. In a radio interview, AfriForum 

spokeswoman said while Section 27 of the Constitu-

tion talks about everybody having access to 

healthcare, the State is not obliged to provide 

healthcare to everyone.  This was the clearest indica-

tion that the main objection to the NHI has more to do 

with preserving white privilege than anything 

else.  This racist inspired objection has given much 

legitimacy to the NHI.  

 

PROFIT AT THE EXPENSE OF PAIN 

The language of capitalism is so limited that the only 

word in its vocabulary is "profit". And it is profit at all 

cost. 

 

This is what Old Mutual reminded us when it became 

cold and insensitive to the pain of the bereaved family 

who are its clients. 

 

The Mhlongo family from KwaDukuza in KwaZulu-

Natal had taken a funeral cover with Old Mutual for 

their uncle Sifiso Mhlongo (46). 

 

Following the death of Sifiso, the family lodged a 

claim last Monday with an intention of burying this 

past weekend. In terms of its policy, Old Mutual gen-

erally pays such claims within 48 hours. 

 

But the 48 hours expired without Old Mutual paying. 

The family was told the delay was due to some 

"assessment" that was being made. 

 

When the money was still not paid by Old Mutual by 

Friday, the family resorted to drastic measures to 

force the company to make the payout. Old Mutual 

hid behind the "assessment", which it claimed was 

still in progress. 

 

Ntombenhle Mhlongo (36) and Thandaza Mtshali 

(30) approached the funeral parlour to release the 

body of the deceased, which they loaded in a body bag 

onto a van they hired. The van wheeled towards the 
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Old Mutual offices where the brave two women of-

floaded the body and carried it into the scented and 

air-conditioned offices to help the company expedite 

their "assessment" by confirming that Mr Mhlongo 

was indeed dead. 

 

The payout that was almost impossible in 5 days hap-

pened in less than 30 minutes! The Old Mutual had 

become so untrustworthy that the women refused to 

take the company's word. They left the body at the 

offices while they went to draw the money. It is only 

when the money was in their purse that they returned 

to fetch the body for burial this past Sunday. 

 

To some people the two women were either mad or 

uncivilised. Even though they would not be forgiving, 

but they would understand if it were men that carried 

the corpse in that manner. 

 

 

Such people need to be reminded that it was women 

who bravely marched in the early hours of the morn-

ing to the grave of Jesus Christ. There were no men in 

their company because the men had run and forsaken 

Christ on the cross when he needed them most. 

 

Put your "morals" aside and put yourself in the shoes 

of those two courageous women. They are jobless and 

poor. The policy was serviced through some grants. 

 

Add to that the strain it takes to bury a relative in the 

Black community. The running to and fro a number of 

offices where you queue the whole day before you are 

told to come the following day. That abuse already 

swallows a huge chunk of the limited money collected 

to bury the deceased. 

The whole week the mourners will be supporting the 

bereaved family. Those mourners have to be served 

with refreshments. 

 

No matter how poor the family, in accordance with 

Afrikan spirituality, it is expected that a beast must be 

slaughtered to be able to conduct all the necessary 

cultural protocols. 

 

All that was routine before the advent of colonialism 

and landlessness that came with poverty and starva-

tion. The beast was retrieved from the household's 

kraal. 

 

Colonialism stole the land and livestock of the Black 

people and left the indigenous people with nothing to 

observe their spiritual protocols and needs. 

 

The Black people are now condemned to rely on white 

people from whom they buy their stolen livestock. 

And the price is way beyond the small pockets of 

Black people. 

 

Doesn't that imply that even our culture and its proto-

cols could have been colonised as well? 

 

Some people don't know what death means to Black 

people and their spirituality. Death is a passage from 

one life to another. This process is handled with the 

utmost respect as evidenced by the strict observance 

of cultural protocols. Nothing should be done to dis-

turb the spirit of the deceased. During the mourning 

and grieving period, the family members even with-

draw from the normal life and usual way of doing 

things as a sign of respect to the deceased. 

 

The capitalists don't care about all that. They are more 

concerned with stuffing their deep pockets with super 

profits. Making a payout to the Mhlongo family would 

dent the profit margins. Therefore, Old Mutual, like all 

other insurance companies, should try and find even 

the flimsiest of excuses to not pay. 

 

It is against this background that AZAPO Voice salutes 

the two brave Black women, Ntombenhle and Thanda-

za.  
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One of the most renowned revolutionaries of all times, 

Kwame Ture, teaches us that we should not judge the 

system by its followers. Speaking at the 20th anniver-

sary of the brutal murder of Bantu Biko in Ginsburg, 

Ture was even more explicit. “Do not judge Christianity 

by Christians. Not even the Pope. Any system should be 

judged by its principles not by its adherents.” 

 

This is a profound message and warning. It is also a 

message of encouragement. If one is surrounded by a 

particular dominant narrative or ideology, it is tempt-

ing to conform and be part of the majority. However, 

revolutionaries are not conformists. The main task of a 

revolutionary is to eradicate the current system and 

replace it with a new one. Genuine revolutionaries 

should always remember that it is better to be alone 

and be right than to be part of a majority who are 

wrong. 

 

Since the fall of the Berlin Wall 30 years ago, socialism 

has generally been on the retreat. Programs associated 

with socialism such as nationalisation and creation of 

parastatals are generally pooh-poohed as costly exper-

iments that will destroy the economy. 

 

In our country, there is a growing clamour for embrac-

ing privatisation of State assets, largely peddled by 

tools of indoctrination such as the media. Many of the 

advocates of privatisation argue that entities such as 

South African Airways (SAA) are detraining the limited 

resources that should be channelled towards address-

ing other pressing needs of the poor. Given that the 

SAA has not even provided its financials over the past 

two financial years, that it has “wasted” billions of 

rands in bail-outs, it is understandable why some may 

push for its privatisation.  

But there is an important principle that should guide 

us on the SAA matter. It is a warning by Ture. Any sys-

tem should not be judged by its adherents but by its 

principle. In other words, the principle of owning State 

assets should not be judged by the current manage-

ment of SAA and its political principals. Pope John XII, 

who gave land to a mistress, who murdered several 

people and was killed by a man who caught him in bed 

with his wife, cannot be used to judge Christianity in 

general or the Roman Catholic Church in particular. His 

conduct was in variance with the values and principles 

of the Christian faith. 

 

Similarly, when the ruling party deliberately appoint 

weak leadership to run parastatals to create a condu-

cive environment for looting, we should not fall into 

the trap of wanting to sell these assets to the private 

sector as a remedy to address the failures of these par-

astatals. 

SAA IS CRITICAL TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF AFRIKA  
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AZAPO Voice is of the view that we should reject the 

shallow analysis that a stronger State which has na-

tionalised key national assets is communist inspired. 

After all, the National Party, which was not just vehe-

mently opposed to communism but whose entire ide-

ology was anchored on the fight against communism, 

had many parastatals such as ESKOM, SAA, SASOL, 

Iscor, Armscor and Transnet. Most of these were 

managed well and served the purposes for which 

they were established, including creating work for 

the “poor” Afrikaner. 

 

In the post-apartheid era, the democratic State has 

many challenges. One of the political imperatives is to 

promote intra-Afrikan trade. One of the reasons why 

Afrika is poor and under-developed is that there is 

very little trade happening between the various Afri-

kan countries. Many Afrikan countries have uneven 

trade relations mainly with their colonial masters. In 

order to change this and promote intra-Afrikan trade, 

there has to be a mode of transport that facilitates 

business among Afrikan countries. This is why SAA is 

strategic. SAA’s measure of success cannot just be 

that it is making a profit. The primary key success 

element should be that SAA is contributing to making 

it easy for other countries to do business with South 

Africa. It must enable South Africa to trade with other 

Afrikan countries. If this mandate is left to the free 

market fundamentalists, many SAA routes to many 

Afrikan countries will be closed. 

 

If ESKOM’s primary focus was profit, millions of peo-

ple who reside in rural areas would be without elec-

tricity. The focus would have been on affluent areas 

where payments of electricity was guaranteed.  

 

ESKOM is only able to do what it does in developing 

the entire country because it is State owned and has a 

bigger mandate than just the profit motive. 

 

The crucial thing, though, is that they should be man-

aged efficiently by professionals. Just as the misde-

meanours of Pope John XII did not lead to the closure 

of the Catholic Church, the poor management of State 

assets should not be the reason they should be sold 

off to the rapacious private business people.  

CAPTIVATING AZAPO 24TH NATIONAL    

CONGRESS THIS PAST WEEKEND  

The Azanian People’s Organisation (AZAPO), the cus-

todian of hope and aspirations of Black people in Aza-

nia, held its 24th National Congress in Kwazakhele 

township, Port Elizabeth, this past weekend. 

 

AZAPO Deputy Secretary General Comrade Mbulelo 

Ketye delivered a moving memorial lecture in honour 

of the late AZAPO stalwart in the area, Comrade Ngco-

bo Nguna. AZAPO Deputy President Daubrey Ngwen-

ya also delivered a powerful address on Friday, No-

vember 29, during the opening of the Congress which 

saw various traditional groups performing. 

Among the distinguished guests who were allowed to 

deliver their messages of support were Contralesa 

Secretary General Nkosi Zolani Mkiva, Nonhle Mbu-

thuma of the Amadiba Crisis Committee which is 

based in Xolobeni and Norhi Manona of Project In-

mate, a Non-Government Organisation that deals with 

issues of gender-based violence, focusing on the in-

mates.  

 

Mkiva thanked AZAPO for leading the campaign to 

release Abathembu King Buyelekhaya Dalindyebo. He 

also told Congress that traditional leaders recognised 

AZAPO as one of the three liberation movements that 

fought for the freedom and democracy in South Afri-

ca. He was particularly scathing on those who assert-

ed that “South Africa belongs to all those who live in 

it,” saying that “when you go to England, the land be-

longs to the English people, when you go to China, the 

land belongs to the Chinese, when you go to India, the 

land belongs to the Indians. How is it that in this  
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country, the land belongs to everybody who live in 

this country? There should be no confusion, the land 

belongs to Afrikans, who are the indigenous people of 

this country.” 

 

Mbuthuma condemned the ANC government for what 

she termed the continuation of the marginalization of 

people over their land to support foreign mining com-

panies as was the case under apartheid. She thanked 

AZAPO for being on the side of the people of Xolobeni 

who were resisting the exploitation of their land by 

the mining giants. 

 

Manona told Congress delegates that one of the major 

factors that contributed to gender-based violence was 

the failure of the prison system to rehabilitate in-

mates. She said some of the convicts do not wish to be 

released after serving their prison term because they 

were not prepared and trained for life outside prison 

and that was the reason some of them would commit 

horrible crimes such as rape and murder in order to 

be jailed again. 

 

She said she challenged her mother and the commu-

nity in general that after voting for the same party for 

25 years without any good results, it was time that 

they should give AZAPO a chance. She warned AZAPO 

to remain true to its values and principles and never 

to adopt populist slogans just to attract votes. She 

praised AZAPO for its position to highlight education 

as a priority.  

 

AZAPO President Strike Thokoane led a protest 

march to the local police station. The march was a 

demonstration against the killing of women and chil-

dren. In the memorandum handed to the police, 

AZAPO urged the police to increase visibility and to 

be pro-active to reduce violence in the area. 

 

Several resolutions were adopted. Among these, Con-

gress commended the Zondo Commission for its ster-

ling work but called on the Commission to release an 

interim report that will empower the police to arrest 

those implicated. AZAPO noted that the failure to ef-

fect arrests following almost two years of revelations 

of corruption will undermine the credibility of the 

Commission in the eyes of the public.  

 

AN EDITED NGCOBO NGUNA MEMORIAL 
LECTURE DELIVERED BY AZAPO DEPUTY 
SECRETARY GENERAL MBULELO KETYE AT 
THE 24TH NATIONAL CONGRESS OF AZAPO 
  

Let me start by quoting an African-American anti-

slavery activist Dr James McCune Smith who died in 

1865. Paying tribute to his fellow activist Fredrick 

Douglass, he wrote: 

 
When a man raises himself from the lowest 

condition in society to the highest, mankind 

pays him the tribute to their admiration, 

when he accomplishes this elevation by native 

energy guided by prudence and wisdom, their 

admiration is increased, but when this course, 

onward and upward, excellent in itself, fur-

thermore proves possible what hitherto had 

been regarded as an impossible reform, then 

he becomes a shining light on which the aged 

look with gladness, the young with hope, the 

down-trodden as a representative of what 

they themselves may become. 

 
To me it sounds as if Smith was also talking about 

Ngcobo. 

The honour bestowed upon me by AZAPO to pay trib-

ute to the legendary and magnificent Ngcobo Nguna is 

a marvel I will cherish for the rest of my life.  

 

After the 1977 October 19 banning of the BCM organi-

sations, Ngcobo was in 1980 detained and transferred 

to the then Transvaal Province and kept at the 

Modder B prison for almost 10 months. After his re-

lease, he started where he left off in organising the BC 

activists. The Security Branch made it difficult for him  
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by disrupting the meetings he organised. But his per-
sistent work and sweat bore fruit in 1983 when the 
first Eastern Cape AZAPO Branch was finally launched 
in Port Elizabeth. 

 

He became the first Chairperson of the PE Branch. Cde 
Fezile Tshume was the Secretary, Cde Zolile Tshisa the 
Organiser and Cde Nceba Mfuniso the Political Officer. 
It is this Branch and Ngcobo that gave rise to the 
Branches of Uitenhage, Ginsberg, Grahamstown and 
Queenstown. Soon we launched the Eastern Cape 
Province of AZAPO. AZAPO became the household; 
and Ngcobo Nguna was AZAPO, and AZAPO was Ngco-
bo Nguna. Testimony to that fact is in the history 
books of the unfortunate political conflict that erupted 
in the mid-1980s as the tormentors of AZAPO publicly 
declared that they were out to annihilate “Ngcobo’s 
AZAPO”. That was the political and intellectual power 
of Ngcobo. 

 

He spent a short time on Robben Island after he was 
sentenced to 5 years alongside Ben Matyu for activi-
ties involving defending AZAPO against hostile forces. 

 

He was a teacher and a mentor. Here among us today 
we have the current National Chairperson of AZAPO 
who was nurtured and mentored by Ngcobo. Let me 
reveal here today that Nelvis was working at a Hotel 
as a receptionist. Ngcobo and Fezile Tshume befriend-
ed him while on a mission around the city organising 
workers. A friendship developed between them and 
the inquisitive young and bright Nelvis Hendricks 
Qekema. Ngcobo persuaded and insisted that Nelvis 
Hendricks must go back to school. Initially he resisted 
as he needed the job because of his material condi-
tions. But Ngcobo vowed that by any means he would 
go back to school. He relented and went to study at 
Loyiso Secondary School. It is not only Nelvis that was 
discovered by Ngcobo’s sharp political eye., The num-
ber includes many other Comrades like the late Paper 
Sonwabo Ngxale, the late Zolile Tshisa, Fundile Mafon-
gosi and Benjamin Soxujwa who also worked at a ho-
tel here in PE. 

 

The greatest gift that AZAPO could give Ngcobo is to 
consolidate itself as a champion of political freedom 
and social justice for the Black majority remain at the 
bottom of the pyramid in terms of economic growth. 
AZAPO must raise the consciousness of the Black ma-
jority whose state of affairs is debilitating apathy and 
a placid indifference to their own situation. We owe it 
to Ngcobo to attain the Free and Egalitarian AZANIA 
we all strove and died for. In this moment of crisis in 
our country, AZAPO must realise that a moment of 
crisis can become a moment of opportunity. Seize the 
time AZAPO. 

To sum it up, Ngcobo was: 

 a visionary leader 

 not an armchair revolutionary, but a leader in 
the front 

 a pragmatic thinker 

 our shining light to whom we looked at with 
pride 

 a flagbearer for change, justice and liberation. 

 

To talk about Ngcobo and not talk about his wife 
Nobantu would be a great disservice to Ngcobo him-
self. I had privilege of knowing both of them before 
there was AZAPO. I met Ngcobo before the 1976 stu-
dent activism and kept contact with him during the 
uprisings. Nobantu and I were schoolmates at Johnson 
Marwanqa Higher Primary School from STD 3 to STD 
6 where we also became classmates under Mr Rubin 
Tube.  

 

Ngcobo was never gainfully employed. This was not 
because he was lazy, but the security police vowed 
that he would be forever unemployed. Every time he 
got a job, he did not last a day because the police 
would inform his employers that he was a trouble-
maker. Ellerines and Oxford furniture shops employed 
Ngcobo as a sales representative. In both shops he 
worked for a very short period of time before they 
terminated his services. There were many more sto-
ries like that in his life in the 34 years that he was 
married with his wife. 

 

Ngcobo could not get a job to feed and look after his 
family because of evil manoeuvres of the system of 
racism. It is Nobantu who kept the fort. She took care 
of her husband and their 3 children. She kept the fami-
ly together in an unbelievable way, such that no one 
could see the vacuum caused by the inability of her 
husband to gain employment. She did everything for 
Ngcobo including paying AZAPO membership dues for 
both of them. During the 1985 political infighting, this 
family welcomed Comrades who were on the run to 
use their house as a defensive base.  

 

She deserves our gratitude. 

 

Let us in honour of Ngcobo Nguna make this beautiful 
organisation of his, AZAPO, a memorable place to be-
long for generations to come. We have a duty to do so, 
not only for him, but for all the departed under the 
banner of AZAPO. 

 

Amandla!!!  
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Miss South Africa Zozibini Tunzi has done it again. This 

time around she stretched her brains further and took 

her stroll beyond the borders of South Africa. She took 

on women of other nations on a global scale to be 

crowned Miss Universe at the Tyler Perry Studios in 

Atlanta on 8 December 2019.  

 

We are taking this moment to congratulate Zozibini. 

We do so for a number of reasons beyond her winning 

the competition. Consider that this 26-year old woman 

hails from a rural area where exposure to the world 

tends to be minimal. As a Black woman, you always 

have to swim against the current to participate in com-

petitions like Miss South Africa and Miss Universe. 

Even before you consider entering, there are structur-

al, physiological and psychological barricades imposed 

against you. 

 

The way we walk in the rural areas is conditioned by a 

lot of things, including the terrain. It is that walk that is 

forbidden in competitions like Miss South Africa and 

Miss Universe. It usually means a Black woman has to 

“learn to walk” again. Your natural looks and the tex-

ture of your hair used to exclude Black women from 

these competitions because the western norm of beau-

ty commended that you had to be light-skinned and 

thin to make it in those competitions. Of course, it was 

an unwritten rule that your hair had to be straightened 

or “disciplined” to look as close as possible to those of 

Europeans. 

 

Zozibini defied the odds. She refused to modify her na-

ture to fit into the Eurocentric stereotype. She adopted 

a rebellious attitude and strolled into those competi-

tions in the original image of herself. She says she kept 

her hair natural as "a symbol of my firm belief in fair 

representation of any shape and form”. 

Consider that the competition Miss South Africa was 

first introduced in 1956. Black women were not al-

lowed to participate in that whites-only competition. 

The white winner who was considered to be the most 

beautiful woman in South Africa would ‘represent” the 

women of South Africa at the Miss World in London. 

 

Black women organised their own shadowy and invisi-

ble competition called “Miss Africa South”. Take note of 

the twisted “Africa South” instead of “South Africa”. It 

was only during the influence of Black Consciousness 

that this competition was proudly referred to as Miss 

Black South Africa. It was in 1992 that the two strands 

were merged into one Miss South Africa to appease 

Black people and the anti-apartheid world movement. 

OUR MISS UNIVERSE “TAKING UP SPACE” 
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The blunder that these beauty pageant competitions 

made was to add brains as a big element of those 

competitions. It is then that we started seeing Black 

women going through to win these competitions. In 

1992 Amy Kleinhans opened the gates as the first 

Black woman to win the merged Miss South Africa. 

She was followed by another Black woman in Baset-

sana Khumalo in 1993. Black women kept on knock-

ing on the doors of this competition and winning. 

 

Adding brains and education to beauty, Zozibini won 

Miss South Africa in August 2019, which is the year 

after she completed her BTech in public relations and 

image management at Cape Peninsula University of 

Technology. Previously, she had graduated with a Na-

tional Diploma in Public Relations Management at the 

same institution.  

 

It is ironical that Zozibini won Miss Universe during 

what is known as the 16 days of Activism Against 

Gender Violence in South Africa. Significantly, during 

round three of the Miss Universe competition, she 

was asked: “What is the most important thing we 

should teach young girls today?” Without any hesita-

tion, she answered: 

 

I think the most important thing we should be 

teaching young girls today is leadership. It’s 

something that has been lacking in young girls 

and women for a very long time, not because 

we don’t want to but because of what society 

has labelled women to be. I think we are the 

most powerful beings in the world and that 

we should be given every opportunity and 

that is what we should be teaching these 

young girls, to take up space, nothing is im-

portant as taking up space in society and ce-

menting yourself. 

 

This is a message that every Black girl and woman 

should take to heart – “take up space in society”. 

While the societal interventions like “women empow-

erment” are happening at their snail’s pace, women 

should not wait for such interventions. They should 

take the initiative by themselves to “take up space in 

society”. That refers to leadership, politics, academia, 

business or sports. Women should seize the time and 

occupy meaningful spaces in society. It is about time 

that somebody realised that, “Black man you are on 

your own”. 

 

It is not surprising that Zozibini oozes this Black Con-

sciousness intuition. She singles out Steve Biko as one 

of her foremost role models. 

 

 

What should be discouraged though, is the negatively 

opportunistic move by some people who opted to use 

the winning and celebratory period to ridicule and 

belittle Black women who wear wigs and weaves. 

What is stinking this negative move is the thinking 

that some Black women may now drop their wigs and 

weaves because white people appear to have en-

dorsed black hair with the winning of the competi-

tions by Zozibini. It is as though we should wait for 

validation by white people before we could accept 

our nature and being as Black people.  

 

If we should drop the wigs and weaves, it should not 

be because white people say so. The Black Conscious-

ness Movement said long time ago that Black is Beau-

tiful. That was long before the beauty pageants of this 

white world. It is distasteful for some Black men to 

jump up and seek to police Black women. More so, 

when these patriarchs have their own white suprem-

acy-induced low self-esteem when it comes to their 

own hair. These hopeless patriarchs do not realise 

that they do have their own wigs and weaves. Who 

told Black men to be so intolerant of their natural hair 

that they have to harass it and shave it even before it 

grows? If you don’t find men in places that matter, it 

is because they are paying a fortune to the salons to 

injure their natural hair even before it grows. 
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So, these patriarchs are not qualified to ridicule and 

belittle Black women about their hair. These noisy 

patriarchs must first remove their own invisible wigs 

and weaves in their minds. Nobody’s humanity and 

dignity should be undermined to do the right thing. 

As the Black Consciousness Movement has always 

done, we should treat each other with respect and 

dignity. We should conscientise and persuade those 

we deem to be going astray in terms of self-love, self-

affirmation and self-pride. 

 

We should however be reminded that AZAPO Voice 

wrote about a school in a Tsolo village where the chil-

dren were doing their learning in the open air for lack 

of a school building.  Our Miss Universe is from the 

same Tsolo village. Being born in a village can never 

be a curse. Yet that village is in Azania and in Afrika. 

The people of Tsolo or the Eastern Cape would be lost 

if they thought Zozibini was their exclusive product. 

We know that she did her two qualifications at the 

Cape Peninsula University of Technology, which is in 

the Western Cape. Shouldn’t that give the Western 

Cape a claim on Zozibini for preparing her for the 

world stage?  

 

Zozibini belongs to the whole Azania. She belongs to 

the whole Afrika. She belongs to the Afrikan people in 

the Diaspora. She is the “child of the universe, no less 

than the trees and the stars”. 

 

LET’S INSPIRE HOPE TO OUR PEOPLE  

 

After the Sharpeville massacre of March 21 1960, 

whereby apartheid security forces mowed down at 

least 69 unarmed civilians and wounded hundreds 

others who were engaged in a peaceful protest 

against pass laws, the subsequent political trials that 

saw dozens of POQO freedom fighters sent to the gal-

lows, the fleeing into exile by some leaders of the lib-

eration movement, the Rivonia trial that saw the top 

leadership of the ANC sent to Robben Island, there 

was no reason for hope. The country experienced a 

serious setback in its quest for freedom and libera-

tion. 

 

It took a group of students in their teens and early 

twenties to rekindle the hope of the masses when 

they came together and formed the South African Stu-

dents Organisation (SASO) and other Black Con-

sciousness Movement organisations in universities 

and in communities. The students led by people such 

as Ranwedzi Nengwekhulu, Bantu Biko and Mosibudi 

Mangena restored hope and revived the people’s aspi-

rations for freedom.  

 

But at the time, they were a minority. The vast major-

ity of people feared the apartheid State machinery, 

and many did not believe that it could be defeated. 

Hence, there were many in the Black community who 

collaborated with the apartheid system. What 

Nengwekhulu, Biko, Mangena and their comrades did 

was brave. They believed in the correctness of their 

cause despite the fact that it was not popular and that 

it was decorated with arrest, banishment into exile, 

torture and even death. Biko ultimately paid the ulti-

mate price when he was brutally murdered in police 

custody in September of 1977. Nengwekhulu went 

into exile. Mangena was arrested and sent to Robben 

Island where he spent five years. On his release, he 

left the country into exile to continue the struggle for 

freedom and the repossession of the land. 

 

Fast forward to today. Our country is in the dark, both 

literally and figuratively. There is no hope. The centre 

is not holding. We are experiencing the worst power 

outages ever. Unemployment is rising and reported to 

be the worst in more than two decades. The economy 

is contracting. State owned enterprises are in a mess, 

wasting billions of tax-payers’ money. Corruption and 

maladministration have reached the new peaks. The 

public education system is in a crisis and thousands of 

learners have still not been placed, few weeks before 

the schools reopen in January.  Public hospitals and 
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clinics are in such a poor state that only the poor are 

forced to get treatment there. Crime has become part 

of our normal life that we have even adopted a nation-

al campaign that we “suspend violence against women 

and children” for 16 days, starting in November. 

 

All indicators point to a bleak future. Just like in the 

mid-sixties, our people are trapped in hopelessness. 

Just like it was in 1968, there is a small voice calling 

on Black people to refuse to be victims of their circum-

stances and be change agents for the betterment of 

their lives and their country. This time, the voice is 

coming from AZAPO. 

 

The message from AZAPO is simple and straight for-

ward. The people, not the elite, are the masters of 

their own destination. The reason many people have 

given up is because they have outsourced their own 

struggles to the ruling elite and expect the elite to 

champion their interests. The people must take back 

their power and not accept any form of abuse from the 

ruling party and their acolytes. 

 

Under apartheid, the situation was more dangerous in 

that the system did not hesitate to use violence on in-

nocent civilians. We live in a democracy and we 

should be able to use the power of the ballot to force 

the system to deliver to our expectations. Sadly, mil-

lions of people claim that there is no viable alternative 

and that it is better to vote for the lesser devil they 

know. AZAPO must help the majority of people to 

crush these defeatist attitudes and restore the hope of 

our people in our political system. Just as the BC stal-

warts of the late sixties were able to swim against the 

tide, so can the current generation of AZAPO cadres 

inspire hope to our people.  

 

AMAGODUKA—IT’S TIME!  

 

The modus operandi is the same. Every year around 

this time, we witness the exodus of big volumes of 

Amagoduka trekking back to their far-away places 

they call home. These are the townships and villages 

found at the outskirts of the country far removed from 

the centres of economic activity.  

 

The majority of the trekkers are Black people who are 

working for white capital and still suffering from the 

enduring land dispossession legacy of Rhodes and his 

European tribesmen who decreed through the barrel 

of the gun and enforced it by legislation that there will 

be “certain locations for them where, without any 

right or title to the land, they are herded together”.  

More than 340 years of land dispossession and 25 

years of freedom, Black people are still ‘herded to-

gether’ and ‘still without any right or title’ to their an-

cestral land. They trek one way at the beginning of the 

year and the other way towards their homes at this 

time of the year. 

 

The white tribe made sure to make hunger a great 

stimulus for Black people to learn the dignity of labour 

and contribute to the prosperity of white people. Even 

in a democracy where Black people are supposed to 

be in charge, the situation is not about to change and 

advance for Black economic control and the curtail-

ment of the Black trekkers along the major highways. 

   

As the traffic volumes increase on the highways over 

this weekend, AZAPO Voice wishes those commuting 

these long distances, the majority of whom are Black, 

safe journeys to their destinations and good rest as 

they begin their holidays. When they announce the 

statistics early in the new year, we should pause and 

reflect at the number of Black family members, bread-

winners, who would have lost lives and limbs during 

this time and the consequent impact to their families. 
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