
1

VOLUME 1 COLLECTION

AZAPO Voice Volume 1 1

AZAPO WEEKLY ONLINE PUBLICATION

4th Floor Investment Building 
97 Commissioner Street
Pop Up Arcade
JOHANNESBURG  
2001
info@azapo.org.za
www.azapo.org.za

https://maps.google.com/?q=97%2BCommissioner%2BStreet&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:info@azapo.org.za
http://www.azapo.org.za/


AZAPO Voice Volume 1 2

AZAPO Voice is a Weekly Online Newsletter of AZAPO.

This newsletter will provide an unapologetic and

critical black perspective to the socioeconomic,

political and cultural issues that take place in Azania,

Afrika and the world. AZAPO Voice represents a

resumption of the work that the previous and

historical publications of the Black Consciousness

Movement had carved and consolidated over the past

50 years of struggle. Some of the Publications are the

Black Review (SASO), Frank Talk (AZAPO), Azanian

Labour Journal (AZAPO), Solidarity (BCMA) and

Letsetse (BCMA).

AZAPO Voice takes pride in the fact that it surfaces in

2018, the year in which AZAPO covers proud 40 years

of revolutionary struggle. Even though AZAPO was

formed in 1978 and SASO in 1968, it has always been

understood that AZAPO was in fact the institutional

continuation of the banned BC organisations in 1977.

You could say AZAPO amounted to the renaming of the

banned BC organisations to sidestep the immobilising

effect of the banning orders.

AZAPO Voice will strive to give effect to the empty

Freedom of Expression that is promised by the

Constitution. We know that Freedom of Expression

amounts to a mockery where the poor black people

have no means and resources to actualise the

promised Freedom of expression. The of ownership

of the various media houses and their ideological bias

strengthens our point. It is that upper-class ownership

of the media houses that ensures that the lower classes

or the poor appear in negative and passive terms.

It is against that background that AZAPO Voice comes to

the fore with a proud bias towards black people,

especially the poor majority. It commits to inform,

educate and agitate for radical action to transform the

status quo towards the reconquest of the land and

total liberation. It is in the ownership of the land,

ownership of the wealth-creating instruments and the

distribution and redistribution of the wealth of the

Azanians that black people would be able to restore

their dignity as human beings.

AMPLIFYINGTHE BLACK VOICE
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Out there we continue  to witness the chronic
mismanagement of the economy. We are seeing

downgrade after downgrade that is closing in on a

consensus of a junk status for the country. We know

that will mean the cost of borrowing money will be very

high for South Africa, while those doing business with

South Africa will do so at their own risk since it may have

been declared to be below the investment level in terms

of international trade and finance. We also see that the

prices of raw minerals that we depend on for selling to

the world market continues to fall, thereby robbing the

country of the much needed revenue to finance

development projects.

What we have just painted is not a picture of a “better

life for all”, but the one of a worsening quality of life for

black people. We all agree that this life should change.

That change should go with changing the people and

the political system responsible for making black

people beggars and slaves in the country of their

forebears.

When the people are tired of the ruling party and

demand change of political guard, the mainstream

media jumps and promise the masses that the ruling

party can still be relied upon apparently because it is

going through some renewal. That renewal is the

replacement of thieves with thieves. Those who know

better will warn us that a snake becomes more

energised and dangerous after it has lost its old skin.

Put differently, a snake that has undergone skin

renewal is more dangers and lethal than when it still

had its old skin.

Therefore, AZAPO Voice calls on the masses to

maximise their unity in action and kill the snake that is

responsible for their miseries in the past 23 years. We

should not give it an opportunity to undergo renewal

and reinforcement in a manner that will give it a new

lease of life for another 23 years.

AZAPO Voice is deeply concerned by the

present counterproductive majoritarianism where the

ruling party rules through the logic of its numbers

than reason and rationality, AZAPO Voice welcomes

the decisive political statement of the electorate

where it produced “hung parliaments” in the 2016

Local Government Elections. That meant that no

political party was able to rule alone without forming a

coalition with two or several political parties. That has

its own shortcomings, but it is the kind of medicine that

we need to cure the illness of corruption and State

Capture that is undermining the country's economy

and the development of our people. In the short run,

hung parliaments will ensure that parties will check

each other; and that investigations of the corrupt

politicians will take place.
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LANDLESSNESSAND POVERTYARE THE SOURCES  
OF OUR COLLECTIVE INDIGNITY

It is highly likely that some of the
policemen who refused to open a case
against the settler are black in terms
of their pigmentation. These
policemen have internalised racism
and have accepted as normal the
abuse of fellow black people byracists.

The black-led government will
generally be silent about this gross act
of human abuse and racism. At best,
they might murmur a few words of
condemnation, saying these kinds of
acts are regrettable in the new South
Africa.

As AZAPO, our message to our people is simple. Real
freedom is economic. Political freedom is just a means
to an end. The end is economic freedom. By economic
freedom we mean the ability to produce food and feed
ourselves.We mean the ability to build our own houses
and not be reduced to economic slaves through the
mortgage bonds.We mean the control of the productive
assets of the economy so that when we engage with
other actors in the economy we are not just labourers.
We mean the repossession of the land stolen from our
forefathers bysettlers from Europe.

Only when we own land and the means of production
as black people will we be safe from settler-colonialists
and their racism. There are no short cuts.We may revolt
against the open abuse of blacks by settlers, but
perhaps the worst form of abuse is the subtle racism
and condescending attitude of many whites towards
blacks. Because it is subtle, it is even more dangerous
because it like a dynamic virus that adapt to new conditions.
It is almost impossible to kill.

A few weeks ago, a Johannesburg newspaper had a
story on its front page of a settler who forced a black
man to eat faeces as punishment for failing to do one of
his dailychores.

Reporters who went to the farm to follow up on the
story were shocked to learn that the similar abuses
by the settler were routine and were meted to the
black workers with rhythmic regularity.

According to a radio reporter who followed up the story,
the man who was forced to eat the human excrement
went to a nearby police station to report the case.
However, on several occasions, he was sent away as the
police refused to open a case against the white man.

The case was only opened after the story was highly
publicised in the media. But by Thursday, February 1,
the settler had not been arrested, despite the fact that
the incident had occurred about two months ago.

This case highlights a few things.The power relations -
that located blacks as servants and whites as masters
- entrenched under apartheid are still intact, 23 years after
the dawn of democracy. Black peoplestill suffer unparalleled  levels 
of indignity mainly because they are landless and poor.
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LOOTING OF STATE RESOURCES IS COUNTERREVOLUTIONARY

As Azapo, our view is that the broad liberation
movement should not lose focus of what the struggle
was all about. From our different streams as the
liberation movement – AZAPO, the PAC and the ANC –
we were fighting to end the dispossession of the land
bywhite settlers and their descendants.

The apparent renewed hope of our people should 
not be squandered.This hope was squandered in 1994
when the Mandela administration focused on
reconciliation and not on addressing the imbalance of
land and wealth distribution.

It is time for the new administration to atone for the
sins of their fathers by giving black people land and help
them have a meaningful stake in the economy. Once that
is done, collectively, we would have given meaning to
freedom, which for the past 24 years has meant
essentially the ability to vote every five years but still
living inpoverty.

Following the misrule of the Zuma administration
which was characterised by corruption and blatant
theft of state resources, there appears to be
renewed hope among many of our compatriots.

As AZAPO, we have always said that we do not
celebrate the suffering of black people.The plundering
of state resources had a negative impact on the people
in general but on the lives of the black poorest of the
poor inparticular.

When state money is stolen, fewer houses for the poor
can be constructed, fewer learners get their books,
fewer patients get their medicines, and fewer people
get water and other basic services. That is why we
welcome the commitment by the new administration
that there would be a special focus on fighting
corruptionand theft of state resources.

Too many of our people still go to bed on empty
stomachs. That it is black people who suffer the
indignity of living in shacks is not a phenomenon
ordained by God. That it is black people who have to
compete with animals to get water from dirty wells is
also not part of the 10 Commandments. That black
people are trapped in poverty and unemployment
without any prospects of getting a job is also not an
accident of history.

It took deliberate planning by successive white and
racist regimes to ensure that blacks are kept as hewers
of wood and drawers of water. This started with their
dispossession of land by settler colonialists. After
black people were cut off the land, they lost their
livelihood. They lost their capacity to feed themselves.
That is the reason many of our people roam the
breadth and length of our country seeking
employment. This state of unemployment and their
inability to feed themselves are the primary drivers of
their humiliation and loss of a sense of dignity.

How can one have self-respect and dignity when one is
unable to feed himself and his family? How can a man
have dignity when he cannot provide his family with
shelter?
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OUR LANDLESSNESS SHOULD NOT BE USED FOR ELECTIONEERING

Lekota may be condemned by his fellow members in
parliament but he deserves an explanation from at least
those who champion the Freedom Charter. He needs to
be told how does the phrase – the land belongs to all
those who live in it – reconcile with the expropriation
of land without compensation.

Our view is that the ruling party has not moved from the
Freedom Charter. The popular slogan that it now
supports the expropriation of land without
compensation has more to do with remaining relevant
in the eyes of the landless majority who are
increasingly finding that their aspirations are being
articulated by the leftist parties, especially the EFF in
parliament.

AZAPO has always maintained that real freedom is the
liberation of the land and its wealth from the
descendants of European settlers to the black
majority. Black people should not be duped into
believing that all of a sudden, the ruling party has
developed courage to confront white monopoly
capital. No wonder that leaders of the ruling party
quickly qualify the expropriation of land with the
emphasis: we would not undermine the economy and
food security.

There is no real commitment to address the land
question. The ruling party has been in power for 24
years and their record speaks volume on this matter. It
remains to be seen if the recent Parliamentary vote to
amend the Constitution to allow for the Expropriation
of Land Without Compensation will amount to the
radical version of Land Expropriation as promised.What
makes us restless and doubt the authenticity of
the promised Land Expropriation is the cocktail of
political parties like IFP and NFP that all of a sudden
support the call. Is there something they know that we
do not know?

Black Consciousness renegade, Terror Lekota, was
admonished in Parliament recently when he asked:
whose land do you want to expropriate without
compensation?

Lekota, who defected from the BCM and joined the
congress movement while serving a jail term on
Robben Island, may have sounded politically incorrect
by his question. After all, there is a new hype about
giving “our” people land that was lost during the era of
colonialism and apartheid.

In AZAPO, we are clear. We, the black people, lost our
land to European settlers through brute force.This has
been the source of conflict between the black oppressed
and the white oppressors, between the landless and
the land-owners, between the black have-nots and the
whitehaves.

This understanding of who should own the land was
the primary reason for the formation of the Pan
Africanist Congress (PAC), when Robert Mangaliso
Sobukwe and his comrades broke away from the ANC
to form in the PAC in April 1959. Sobukwe and the other
Africanists were rejecting the Freedom Charter that
stated: The land belongs to all who liveinit.

If one genuinely believes in the Freedom Charter,
particularly its position on land, then one would have
difficulty in taking land from the current occupiers of
land, because “the land belongs to all those who live in
it.”
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AZAPO’s unique selling proposition to the people of
Azania in general, and to the voters in particular, has
been, and continues to be the fact that we are the pri-
mary custodians of the Black Consciousness (BC) phi-
losophy.

But what is the essence of BC?

BC is a potent ideological response to white racism. It
is an antidote to white racism. One of the leading BC
theoretician and founder of the BCM in Azania is Ban-
tu Steve Biko.

So, there can never be a proper definition of BC with-
out reference to our martyr, the revolutionary that
was murdered for an idea that will live for ever,
which is BC - the philosophy that stood the test of
time.

BC has several elements. The first is the realisation
that we as Black people are not inferior to other rac-
es. If we accept that we are not inferior to whites, we
would love ourselves enough to rebel against white
oppression and white domination. We would be
proud of who we are. We would be happy with our
flat noses, our dark skins and our kinky hair. We
would not define beauty in terms of European fea-
tures. We would render both the white man and
woman irrelevant in our description and perception
of what constitutes beauty.

And if we accept that we are not inferior, we would
not accept any form of oppression by other people,
including European settlers. In fact, by embracing BC,
we are already on the road to self-determination, be-
cause the other fundamental principle of BC is that
our destiny is in our hands. We should never out-
source our progress and development to other peo-
ple.

This is an important element of BC. Proponents of BC
do not see themselves as victims in any situation.
They rise above self-pity and put their destiny into
their own hands. BC adherents refuse to accept as
God-ordained the dominant class position that the
white tribe has prescribed for itself.

THE ABC OF BC
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BC also cultivates the cultural reconstruction of the
soul. What does this mean? It means Black people
should appreciate who they are, culturally. They
must embrace their African names; they must em-
brace their religion, their cultures, their languages
and their way of life.

BC is also a realisation that the colour black is at the
centre of the political oppression, the economic ex-
ploitation, the social degradation visited on Black
people by whites. In order to reverse this global phe-
nomenon of racism, Black people should essentially
create a world where white supremacy is not chal-
lenged in words but in deeds.

In the context of Azania, BC would mean that because
Black people are not inferior, they would not accept
the role that the descendants of European settlers
had assigned to themselves exclusively - that of ruling
over Black People and taking their land and confining
Blacks to barren lands in the Bantustans across Aza-
nia. BC would mean Black people would have this
unquenchable thirst for freedom and liberation of the
land and its wealth, so that they can truly determine
their destiny without the stewardship of white peo-
ple.

Black people would then produce food for themselves
and build shelter for themselves. They will then be
free and not remain appendages of the white power
structure. Instead, BC would give Blacks their power
back. Hence the call – Black man you are on your
own. Black Power!

"Black Consciousness is an attitude of the mind and a
way of life, the most positive call to emanate from the
black world for a long time. Its essence is the realisa-
tion by the black man of the need to rally together with
his brothers around the cause of their oppression - the
blackness of their skin - and to operate as a group to
rid themselves of the shackles that bind them to per-
petual servitude." - Biko, I write what I like, 1978

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY

8 March is the International Women's Day. AZAPO grabs
this moment to salute the black women warriors who fell
fighting colonialism, imperialism, capitalism, white racism,
patriarchy and sexism. Further, we salute those women

who continue to fearlessly fight against all forms of forces
that seek to treat women as sub-humans. AZAPO dedicate
this poem to women:

STILL I RISE

By Maya Angelou

You may write me down in history 
With your bitter, twisted lies,
You may trod me in the very dirt 
But still, like dust, I’ll rise.

Does my sassiness upset you? 
Why are you beset with gloom?
‘Cause I walk like I’ve got oil wells
Pumping in my living room.

Just like moons and like suns, 
With the certainty of tides, 
Just like hopes springing high, 
Still I’ll rise.

Did you want to see me broken? 
Bowed head and lowered eyes?
Shoulders falling down like teardrops,
Weakened by my soulful cries?

Does my haughtiness offend you?
Don’t you take it awful hard
‘Cause I laugh like I’ve got gold mines 
Diggin’ in my own backyard.

You may shoot me with your words, 
You may cut me with your eyes,
You may kill me with your hatefulness,
But still, like air, I’ll rise.

Does my sexiness upset you? 
Does it come as a surprise
That I dance like I’ve got diamonds 
At the meeting of my thighs?

Out of the huts of history’s shame 
I rise
Up from a past that’s rooted in pain
I rise
I’m a black ocean, leaping and wide, 
Welling and swelling I bear in the tide.

Leaving behind nights of terror and fear 
I rise
Into a daybreak that’s wondrously clear 
I rise
Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave,
I am the dream and the hope of the slave. 
I rise
I rise
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The Website of the State Security Agency (SSA) states
that this body’s mandate is “to provide the govern-
ment with intelligence on domestic and foreign
threats or potential threats to national stability, the
constitutional order, and the safety and wellbeing of
our people”.
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Massive resources are poured to the SSA to ensure
that it gathers intelligence to protect our country’s
sovereignty and national security. Of critical im-
portance to this mandate, is fighting of threats to
“national stability” and “the safety and wellbeing of”
the citizens. During the period of apartheid or white
minority rule, the Intelligence institutions were
abused and misused to protect white settler-colonial
regime, and prolong the oppression and exploitation
of the Black people in order to keep them forever
landless. In that sense, the Intelligence institutions
operated against the majority of the Azanian citizens.
The countless massacres of Black people were a re-
sult of the white supremacist sinister agenda of de-
feating the Black Power resolve.

Fast forward to the democratic political dispensation
after 1994: Azanians were justified to expect better
from a government occupied by a greater number of
Black people. The first tragedy was that the ANC-led
government did not dismantle the apartheid Intelli-
gence institutions. It inherited them and their anti-
black orientation. The inherited Intelligence institu-
tions wasted no time in continuing to operate exactly
the same way they operated in the apartheid era. The
only difference was that this time they replaced the
Nationalist Party-led government with the ANC-led
one.

Instead of protecting the country’s sovereignty and
the people against threats to national security, they
spent all their resources on destabilising the constitu-
tionally-protected mass activities of the citizens.
They produced dubious reports that suggested that
the mass struggles of the people geared at demanding
service delivery were instigated and supported by
foreign forces that were hostile to the South Africa
government. Based on these false reports, the law
enforcement agencies were mobilised to use iron fist
to crack down the mass struggles of the Azanians.

Azanians like Andries Tatane, Nqobile Nzuza, Mike
Tshele, Lerato Seema were martyred as a result of the
brutality of the state apparatus against Black people.

As if that was not enough, the Intelligence institutions
were used to track down trade union AMCWU mem-
bers and to either arrest them or expose them to be
killed by their rivals. All this was done in the name of
neutralising, not the threats against the country’s na-
tional security, but to destroy the threats against the
ruling party’s retention of state power.

The worse was to come. The ANC-led government’s
abuse of state power and Intelligence institutions led
to the Marikana Massacre. While the white racist Na-
tionalist Party boasted butchering Black people in the
Sharpeville Massacre and the June 16 Uprising, the
ANC-led government produced their maiden butcher-
ing act in the form of the Marikana Massacre. While
the PAC is historically known to be progressively as-
sociated with the Sharpeville Massacre; and the Black
Consciousness Movement progressively associated
with the June 16 Uprising; the ANC could now
“proudly” claim its reactionary association with the
Marikana Massacre.

While the country’s national security was being un-
dermined by the State Capture elements like the Gup-
tas and their stooges in government, the Intelligence
institutions did not only fold their arms and closed
their eyes; they actually aided the undermining of
South Africa’s national security.

The Intelligence institutions deteriorated to a level of
being misused to use state resources to fight the rul-
ing party’s factional battles. The Brown Mole report
manufactured to bring down Bulelani Ngcuka and the
then Scorpions, and the Spy tapes leaked to get Jacob
Zuma to escape justice, are some of the known exam-
ples of abuse of the Intelligence institutions against
democracy, national security and the Constitution.

The matter of national security and sovereignty are
serious matters that the citizens need to be very seri-
ous about. It is bout time that the country’s Intelli-
gence institutions were freed from the ruling party’s
factional battles. They need to be freed from thinking
that theirs is to serve one political party in a multi-
party democracy. They need to be returned to their
national mandate of combating “domestic and foreign
threats or potential threats to national stability, the
constitutional order, and the safety and wellbeing of
our people”.

SOUTH AFRICA’S NATIONAL SECURITY IS COMPROMISED
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Anchoring AZAPO in Community Struggles

The Central Committee of AZAPO met on 3-4 March
2018, and resolved to reaffirm its Johannesburg Com-
mitment organisational-rebuilding blueprint as a fun-
damental and viable plank for carrying out and prose-
cuting our struggle for total emancipation. Some of
the key elements of the Johannesburg Commitment
entail establishing sustainable structures that do not
exist in isolation, but will be part and parcel of the
community struggles. This shall be achieved by,
among other things, conducting sustained political
education and raising the image and profile of the
AZAPO as the custodian of BC and Biko. It is further
impressed upon membership and structures to prior-
itise AZAPO’s our Political Programme towards total
emancipation informed by BC tenets, such that their
daily structural programmes feed into the broader
Political Programme. And in this regard, members
and structures are encouraged to be involved in com-
munity organising as part of the ongoing programme
of the Organisation.

Extra-Parliamentary Programmes and Electoral
Process

The electoral process is endorsed as part of AZAPO’s
fundamental extra-parliamentary Political Pro-
gramme for Total Liberation within the context of
democracy and absence of dictatorship. AZAPO be-
lieves that this Programme should inform and give
direction to our public representatives in their pro-
nouncements and engagements.

Black Power Nerve Centres (BPNCs)

Membership and structures are urged to encourage
Voter Registration and participation, and in this re-
gard look into establishing our own Black Power
Nerve Centres that will have the pulse of the election-
eering machinery for maximising AZAPO’s effective-
ness in securing our electoral powerbase. Starting
with the forthcoming Voter Registration weekend on
the 10-11 March 2018, AZAPO members are urged to
speak to their families, neighbours and the communi-
ty to participate and display their allegiance and sup-
port to AZAPO. It is emphasised that Voter Education

is an on-going activity and, in this regard, the Director
of Elections will be hosting a series of workshops
both at the National, Provincial, Regional and Local
levels. Targets per Province are set, and membership
is advised to identify and go for low-hanging fruit by
organising within the reaches of a Voting Station or
District. Party Agents and Party Workers need to be
in place as soon as possible and to encourage volun-
teerism to be the guiding principle whereby Com-
rades and members of communities put themselves
forward to serve in this regard.

Self-Reliance for Economic Viability and 
Sustaina-bility

On the economic front, we need to work towards fi-
nancial viability and sustainability by re-
emphasising  self-reliance and recapturing our
local economies back into the hands of Black
people through cam-paigns such as Stretch-the-
Rand that, among other things, encourage the
circulation of resources and wealth among Black
people within their communities. This means going
to Black doctors, Black lawyers, Black traders and
supporting Black businesses in gen-eral. They in
turn should conduct their businesses with
excellence and also support initiatives by Black 
people within their communities.

AZAPO CENTRAL COMMITTEE UPDATE
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Socialism and the Black Power Agenda

AZAPO Voice Volume 1 11

The unfolding political situation in Azania raises seri-
ous ideological challenges and opportunities for
AZAPO to advance the socialist and Black Power
agenda. The problems facing the people of Azania can
be traced to the doorsteps of the leading party in gov-
ernment that was once part of the Liberation Move-
ment. It becomes an imperative mission to any revo-
lutionary party such as AZAPO to remain ideologically
solid and cohesive and guard against degenerating
into populism. We are still confronted by neo-liberal
economic policies that continue to alienate communi-
ties and workers from the basic means of production
and exchange including land ownership. In this re-
gard, AZAPO will tirelessly work towards developing
alternative and working class policy positions on a
number of issues.

The Land Question

AZAPO reaffirms its long-standing principle of Land
Repossession as one of the fundamental, cardinal, just
and noble objective of the national liberation strug-
gle. AZAPO further reaffirms that all revolutionary
struggles for self-determination are about the recon-
quest of the land from the air space above, including
the sea below, and all mineral resources.

40th Anniversary of AZAPO and Heroes Day, 
March 21st 2018

The year 2018 is the 40th Anniversary of AZAPO.
This year represents a singularly significant calendar
in the history of AZAPO. No efforts will be spared to
make this a memorable year following after the suc-
cessful and ground-breaking celebrations of the Steve
Biko’s 40th Anniversary of his martyrdom. A number
of activities will be held throughout the course of the
year to mark this eventful period in the history of the
leading flagbearer of the Black Consciousness Move-
ment (BCM). The main event will be held on the 28th
April 2018. A book reflecting on the historical path of
AZAPO and its campaigns will be commissioned and
produced as a memorial. Other events are lined up
such as Sharpeville Day on 21st March 2018 in
Sharpeville at the same school where 45 years ago,
the Black People’s Convention (BPC) commemorated
Heroes Day in 1973.

Finally, members were urged to go back and embark
on a huge concerted recruitment campaign and to
restore the dignity of Black people that is forever un-
der attack.

AZAPO'S AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(vi)

(vii)

(i) To organise, mobilise and lead the oppressed
people of Azania towards the elimination of
neo-colonialism, capitalism, imperialism and
all other forms of oppression in our country.

To reconquer the land for fair and equitable 
distribution amongst all Azanians.

To recapture and restore political, economic 
and social power and control to all Azanians.

To establish a revolutionary national democra-
cy in Azania.

(v) To establish a democratic, socialist Republic of 
Azania.

To work towards the unity of all people in or-
der to maximise efforts at the total liberation of
all the oppressed and exploited.
In keeping with the above, employ all means at
our disposal for the attainment of the aims,
goals and objectives of the organisation.
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AZAPO turns 40 this year. Although the Black Con-
sciousness Movement’s pioneer organisation – South
African Students Organisation (SASO) –was formed in
1968, AZAPO as an organisation was formed in 1978
after the banning of the Black People’s Convention
(BPC) and other BC organisations in October of 1977.

It is tempting to ask: what is AZAPO’s reason for ex-
istence?

When Jan van Riebeeck arrived in the Cape on April 6
1652 in three ships, that was the beginning of the
process of organised land theft by the Dutch settlers
and the other European settlers who came after him.
The Black indigenous people lost their land through
the power of the barrel of the European gun.

Although conquered, Black people never gave up the
struggle to regain their land, which was the basis of
their independence and self-determination. They
waged countless battles under some of their great
warriors and traditional leaders including Bambatha,
Hintsa, Makhado Tshilwavhusiku Ramabulana,
Sekhukhune and many others.

Throughout the history of Black people, they have
always waged the war for the restoration of the land,
in one form or another. AZAPO is part of that old age
movement of the Black people in the fight to repos-
sess the land.

Did the 1994 first all-race General Elections and the
ascending to office of a black-led government not
change this?

AZAPO was the only organisation that had the fore-
sight to understand that the 1994 elections will not
deliver land and wealth to the Black people, and
therefore urged the people to boycott the elections.
This call was not heeded, and hence 24 years later it
has suddenly dawned upon everyone that Black peo-

ple may have political freedom, but they still do not
have their land back. Little wonder that there is a
new chorus of “land expropriation without compen-
sation” that seeks to pacify Black people into believ-
ing that all of a sudden, Land Repossession would be
a priority of those in office.

WHY DOES AZAPO EXIST?
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2001
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AZAPO President, Strike Thokoane, (gold shirt) leading in 
community engagement in Rockville, Soweto, 28 Feb 2018
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The condition of the Black man and Black woman in
Azania has not changed significantly. While a few
Black people have been co-opted into the ruling class,
and are beneficiaries of the Black Economic Empow-
erment, the majority of Black people still live in mi-
khukhu without basic needs such as water, proper
schools, electricity and roads.

AZAPO exists to free the minds of Black people so that
they can determine their own destiny and not depend
on white people for initiative and guidance. AZAPO
exists to free Black people from poverty and unem-
ployment. AZAPO exists to continue the fight to re-
possess the land. AZAPO exists to continue the strug-
gle against racism, capitalism and patriarchy. AZAPO
exists to continue the struggle to restore the humani-
ty and dignity of Black people. AZAPO exists to cham-
pion the interests of Black people.

When we put the interests of the Black people ahead
of the ruling elite, those in power will not abuse pow-
er and exploit the poor through corruption and theft.

AZAPO is the custodian of the heritage of Black peo-
ple. AZAPO exists to advance their interests. It is a
mission that AZAPO is committed to pursue with hon-
our and dedication. No amount of enticement of pow-
er, prestige and influence will make AZAPO betray
this mission. It is not a populist mission but a right-
eous and revolutionary one.

PRIORITISE BLACK DEVELOPMENT

The VBS Bank has been placed under curatorship by
the South African Reserve Bank (SARB) as from 11
March 2018. SizweNtsalubaGobodo will in the short
term run the bank on behalf of the South African Re-
serve Bank (SARB).

The VBS Bank was established in 1982 as the Venda
Building Society. That was the period when Venda
was operating as a Bantustan of the white minority
regime. The Venda Building Society obtained a bank-
ing licence in 2000 under the Mutual Bank's Act of
1993. It changed its name to VBS Bank. The Mutual
Bank status means that VBS is not a commercial bank.
It is also not listed on the Johannesburg Stock Ex-
change (JSE).

Not much was known about the VBS Bank until it
bailed out the then President Zuma who was com-
pelled by the Constitutional Court to pay back about
R7.8 million for the Nkandla saga in the last quarter
of 2016.

The VBS Bank gave Zuma the loan, which he was sup-
posed to service at R80 000 a month over a 20-year
period. Many people thought there was something
fishy about this mortgage. There was a public de-
mand for the bank to disclose the terms of the loan.
The bank refused on the basis of the confidentiality
principle.

Just when the VBS loan to Zuma became public news,
there was a swell of Municipalities that immediately
banked with that financial institution. The liquidity of
the bank increased from about R150 million to about
R2 billion as a result of the Municipal deposits. Some
people believed the move by the Municipalities was
politically motivated.

The problem with the injection of cash into the VBS
Bank by the Municipalities was that the Municipal
Financial Management Act (MFMA) rendered the de-
posits  by  the  Municipalities  unlawful. Treasury
brought this fact to the Municipalities at the begin-
ning of 2017, and instructed the Municipalities to dis-
continue the deposits.

Meanwhile, the SARB criticised the VBS Bank of
mismanaging its business because it was receiv-ing
short term Municipal deposits, and lending them
out on a long-term basis. This contradic-tion was
bound to affect the bank liquidity. In-deed, on 16
February 2018 the VBS Bank did not have cash to
honour the withdrawals from the Municipali-ties.
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The curatorship announcement by the SARB has ag-
gravated the woes of the VBS Bank in the short-term.

The VBS Bank has cried foul because it is of the view
that the ANC-led government is deviating from its
"Radical Economic Transformation". The bank pro-
tested that the SARB recently defended a white CAPI-
TEC, and found it difficult to defend a black VBS Bank
when it came under attack in the wake of the Zuma
loan.

As you can see, there is a lot that was not done right
in this VBS Bank debacle. The changing fortunes of
the bank saw it once being a beneficiary of the fac-
tional battles, and now a victim. There appears to
have been some implicit condonation of unlawfulness
in a mode similar to the SASSA grant payments. With
the "new dawn" the new broom has to quickly sweep
clean on the road towards the 2019 Elections. The
VBS Bank seems to be a sacrificial victim of the new
broom switch in favour of 2019.

Even so, a government cannot impose rules, which it
will violate at will. But a government that is commit-
ted to Black Economic Control should have timeously
intervened and assisted the VBS Bank to grow and
develop. It should have whipped it into line and
beefed it up to achieve full commercial bank status it
was positioning itself for. It should not be killed in a
similar manner that the Bantustan’s Bank of Transkei
was killed. If the present government was able to in-
herit a network of apartheid institutions and trans-
formed some, then it should not be difficult to inherit
embryonic Black institutions and regularise them.

A true Black Economic Control venture would ensure
that the taxi industry is helped by government to
grow and develop. It is black business. The Kasi

Stokvels need similar help.

Whatever the previous dynamics, the VBS Bank de-
serve a massive rescue that will catapult it into the
mainstream economic activity.

THE AZAPO STRETCH THE RAND 
CAMPAIGN

Blacks in this country face enormous social, economic
and developmental problems which are a legacy of
our defeat and subsequent centuries of colonialism
and oppression. Our freedom from political oppres-
sion, as marked by our first vote in 1994, has not
overcome our socio-economic problems. The Stretch
the Rand Campaign is meant to help us on the road to
economic freedom. It proceeds on the premise that
nobody can affirm us economically and socially more
than we can affirm ourselves. It is a clarion call for
Blacks to stand up and fight for their own economic
and social advancement.

Our Complicity

The condition of Blacks will not change as long as self
-hatred and love of others persist among Blacks.
While we do not support one another’s endeavours,
we support others to dominate us. Whites just know
that when they have a legal matter, they go to white
lawyers. They don’t even talk about or debate it.

When they are sick, they go to white doctors, dentists,
optometrists and other medical people. When they
are hungry, they patronise white restaurants and
cafes. Even if Black lawyers, doctors and cafe owners
operate from offices, surgeries and cafes in towns and
cities, whites will not patronise them.

However, Blacks are seen every day queuing in white
doctors’ surgeries, white lawyers’ offices, banks, in-
surance companies, funeral undertakers and super-
markets. We seem to think it is natural for us to en-
rich others and some of us might subliminally take
pride in doing so. Blacks are the only race group that
opens business only for themselves, but other races
do it for everybody. Our attitude towards ourselves
and our efforts is our biggest enemy.
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Our Survival Kit

This is a simple and straight forward call to Blacks to
uplift themselves through mutual support. For in-
stance, if you were to build a house, try your level
best to use a Black house planner, brick layers, car-
penters, electricians, plumbers and painters. If you
are sick, see a Black doctor. If you have a legal prob-
lem, go to a Black lawyer. If your tank is empty, fill up
at a Black-owned garage. If you have a party, a wed-
ding or a funeral, use a Black printer, caterer or un-
dertaker.

Build Healthy Communities

• Support and protect neighbourhood schools.
• Start community development projects.
• Promote health through vegetable gardens and 

fruit trees.
• Encourage exercise in the community, especially

for the young.
• Promote and organize sporting activities.

If You are a Professional or in Business:

• Where possible, source goods and services from 
your community.

• Strive for excellence in service provision.
• Donate learning materials to a school, at least 

once a year.
• Expose yourself as a role model to the young, es-

pecially at schools.

What will this Do?

1. Make a few Rands we have as Blacks to circulate 
longer in our ranks.

2. Increase economic solidarity among us.
3. Lift the economic standards of Blacks, especially 

in the townships and villages.
4. Improve our educational standards, improving

chances of us producing more accountants, engi-
neers, doctors, etc.

5. Reduce crime in our communities.
6. Create a better environment for economic activity 

in our townships and villages.
7. Give our youth direct contact with role models in

the form of business people, professionals and
others who come to school once a year to donate
and celebrate.

8. Give our learners and educators moral and mate-
rial support so that they may succeed.

9. Enhance community spirit and cohesion in our
townships and villages.

10. Give us muscle in dealings with those who still 
control the greater heights of our economy.

11. Contribute to the building of a more equal society.
12. Help to entrench true democracy in our country.

Collective Dignity

The Stretch the Rand Campaign does not isolate us
from the economy of our country, nor does it solve all
our problems. But it is a huge psychological and ma-
terial step to launch us on to the road to progress and
collective dignity.

The President of this country might be Black, intelli-
gent, staying in a good house and driving a good car.
But his dignity is diminished by the number of his
people who are homeless, unemployed and suffering.

Former AZAPO Secretary of Health, the late Dr Abu-Baker Asvat,
“The People’s Doctor”, seen in community service providing free
primary health care to children in Mathopestad, Bojanala, NW
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AZAPO and the PAC invoked their long-standing agreement
to work together where our political programmes coincide.
That positive understanding led to the two Azanian move-
ments commemorating the Sharpeville Massacre under a
joint initiative in Sharpeville on 21 March 2018.

It is a known historical fact that events like the Sharpeville
Massacre were followed by the banning of political organi-
sations like the PAC and ANC. The Black Consciousness
Movement was called upon by the political circumstances
to rekindle the revolutionary fires and keep them burning.

Thus the BCM revived the revolutionary spirit and organ-
ised the first Sharpeville Massacre in Azania at the then
University of Natal Sports Field of the Medical School Resi-
dence in Wentworth in 1971. The BCM called it the Heroes
Day, and commemorated the Sharpeville non-stop for all
the decades to follow.

AZAPO rejects the “denaming” of Sharpeville Day to
“Human Rights Day”. That amounts to the distortion of
history. What makes that distortion unfortunate is the fact
that it is perpetrated by a government elected in the con-
text of a democratic political dispensation.

PAC and AZAPO agreed on involved Sharpeville Day pro-
gramme that would start with a short service at 06h00 at
the Phelindaba Cemetery where our Martyrs are resting.
Indeed, hundreds of the members of the community and
PAC and AZAPO members conducted a solemn service,
which was followed by a march on the streets of Sharpe-
ville in a similar manner that our Martyrs did in 1960.

The march to the Sharpeville Precinct was led by PAC Pres-
idents Letlapa Mphahlele and Luthando Mbinda; and
AZAPO President Strike Thokoane; as well as PAM Presi-
dent Zamikhaya Gxabe. The march paused midway at the
home of the late Nyakane Tsolo, who was one of the lead-
ers of the Sharpeville march in 1960. The Presidents

greeted and had a word with Mme Tsolo who looks frail 
with age.

The march proceeded to the Precinct where the Presidents
shared a brief word with the multitudes that descended on
the Precinct. Poet Ntsiki Mzwai lambasted the government
for imposing Nelson Mandela on Sharpeville Day, while
systemically erasing the name of Robert Sobukwe who pro-
vided leadership during the historical march.

From the Precinct the march snaked to the Seliba Primary
School where the BPC held one of its earliest commemora-
tion of the Sharpeville Massacre in 1973. The surviving
leaders of the Black People’s Convention (BPC) like Adv
Madibeng Chris Mokoditoa, Zithulele Cindi and Vusi
Tshabalala shared their memories about how the BCM re-
kindled the revolutionary fires and advanced the Azanian
Revolution.

The last stop of the march was at the Dlomo Dam where
the Presidents addressed the main Commemoration Ser-
vice.

REMEMBERING THE SHARPEVILLE MASSACRE
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Heroes Day Rally at Sharpeville, 21 March 2018
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Australian Home Affairs Minister Peter Dutton has
caused a diplomatic brouhaha over his statement that
Australia would accelerate the visa application pro-
cess of white South African farmers who might want
to emigrate to Australia as a result of losing their
farms due to the newly-endorsed policy of expropria-
tion of land in Azania.

Some people have decried his statement and even
pleaded with him to withdraw his utterances. There
are reports that Britain has also threatened to impose
economic sanctions if South Africa were to proceed
with its policy of expropriating land without compen-
sation.

The African American revolutionary, Kwame Toure,
teaches us to “support what the enemy opposes, and
to oppose what the enemy supports.” We could
therefore simply deduce from the anxiety expressed
by the imperialist regimes of Britain and Australia
that the position to Expropriate Land Without Com-
pensation is noble and would assist in the struggle to
redress the effects of settler-colonialism and apart-
heid.

But there is more to Dutton’s statement which re-
quires us to fully appreciate its context. Australia was
founded on 16 January 1788 when Captain Arthur
Phillips arrived in 11 British ships carrying convicts
to the then colony of New South Wales. The arrival of
British settlers to that country started a process of
sustained genocide on the Aborigines or indigenous
people of that country. Today, the Aborigines have
been pushed to the periphery, and have no real role
in the socio-economic life of Australia.

So when Dutton chooses to stand with the white
farmers of South Africa on the Land Question, he is
just expressing logic. Instead of begging him to lie to
us and withdraw his “honest” statement, we should
commend him for stating his true feeling. If he be-
lieved otherwise, he would be assisting the Aborigi-
nes in Australia to also reclaim their land.

Our problem as Black people has always been that we
are too trusting. We allow liberals to blunt our anger
with sweet words, when in actual fact they are part of
the system that inflict serious harm to the cause of

Black people. That is why most of our political dis-
course is shaped by white thinking. That is why even
on this critical issue of land, we are unable to categor-
ically state that Azania belongs to us as Black people.
We are desperate for white approval in the articula-
tion of our position on land, the economy and basical-
ly everything that matters.

As AZAPO, we would like to remind all our people
that we should denounce white settlers who “love
us”. These are the people who want to think on our
behalf and prescribe how we should respond to white
oppression. We are unlikely to fully attain our politi-
cal and economic aspirations if we rely on the guid-
ance of those who have sought to keep us ignorant
and oppressed - politically and economically.

So when people such as Dutton speak out of turn
from the refined propaganda of imperialism that
seeks to keep Black people believing that the system
will ultimately deliver their freedom and economic
prosperity, we should remember our profoundly ana-
lytical slogan, which is “Phansi na mabhunu
asithandayo!”

We can do with the overt racists, for they do not give
us a false sense of comfort. They keep us on our
guard, alert and knowing that only we are our own
liberators, and not anybody else. Thank you Dutton
for reminding us that racism knows no borders.

PHANSI NA MABHUNU ASITHANDAYO!
(DOWN WITH THE SETTLERS WHO LOVE US!)
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AZAPO is outraged by the avoidable death of a 5-year
old girl, Lumka Mkhethwa, who fell and drowned in a
pit toilet in Bizana in the Eastern Cape. This is the
second reported horrific incident that occurred under
the watch of the Department of Basic Education. The
first reported incident took place in 2014 in Limpopo
where another 5-year old child, Michael Komape, fell
and drowned in a pit toilet. You will notice that we
refer to these known cases as reported incidents, be-
cause we do not know about the possibility of other
incidents that may have gone unreported.

Lumka Mkhethwa

It is not only a disgrace, but counterrevolutionary for
a government that is led by a former component of
the Liberation Movement to allow innocent black
children to be killed by their own faeces. It is an un-
caring attitude of unspeakable inhuman and immoral
proportions.

When young Michael was “murdered” by the ANC-led
government’s pit toilets, the only response you could
get from the Minister of Basic Education was that Ed-
ucation is a concurrent function. AZAPO believes that
the ruling party remains a terrible example of how
political parties with a struggle track record should
never treat citizens that voted it into power.

Taking into account the fact that the ruling party had
about 24 years to save the innocent souls of angelic
kids like Michael and Lumka, there is definitely no
sense of administrative and political urgency to re-
dress the legacy of colonialism and white racism on
the part of the ANC-led government. The government

deadline to eradicate the pit toilets in the schooling
system was 2016, yet the Eastern Cape Department of
Basic Education underspent R415 million or 26% of
its R1.574 billion. In the returned money back to
Treasury a toilet fit for human beings could have been
built at the Bizana school, whereby young Lumka’s
life could have been saved.

What we witness all the time is how politicians priori-
tise themselves over citizens. We have seen how blue
lights are in many instance abused, and the flashy
cars politicians demand once they are appointed into
the various offices.

The “concurrent function” excuse provides a clear
indication that AZAPO’s policy of the Abolition of Pro-
vincial Governments is correct. AZAPO reiterates its
position that the provincial spheres of government be
abolished, and their powers and functions revert to
the national sphere of government. That would not
only save the scarce resources, but lives would also
be saved.

AZAPO believes that our country’s political govern-
ance has slipped into a comma. Something drastic
needs to be done before the worse happens. If noth-
ing is done, the drowning to death of the “young, gift-
ed and black” Michaels and Lumkas in pit toilets will
be the order of the day. They died in circumstances
no different to their Black parents in the Life
Esidimeni saga where Black people were treated less
than animals by their own government.

THE CURSE OF PIT TOILETS

The burial of Michael Komape
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National Prosecuting Authority head Shaun Abra-
hams has long last decided that former President Ja-
cob Zuma should stand trial on charges of corruption,
fraud and money-laundering.

AZAPO Voice Volume 1 19

On the face on it, the decision looks logical, fair and in
the interest of justice. For the record, the decision to
prosecute Zuma has our unqualified support.

However, there are some pollutants of justice in this
case. After all, justice must not only be done, but
should also be seen to be done.

Supporters of Zuma may see his prosecution as per-
secution. They may be wrong, but they may see his
trial as an attempt by the top brass in the law en-
forcement agencies to ingratiate themselves with the
new leader in the west wing of the Union Building.
That is why, ideally, Zuma should have been charged
when he was still president of the country.

Had the NPA charged Zuma while he was still presi-
dent of the Republic, they would have dispelled no-
tions that the NPA is being used as a tool to solve po-
litical problems within the ruling party.

Charging him after his removal from office lends
credibility to an argument that one needs political
power and authority to evade justice. It is important
for the for the justice system to be seen to be neutral,
and not be a tool for those who are politically power-
ful.

There are lessons in this saga for our country. The
most important lesson is citizens should build strong
systems of governance that will support the demo-
cratic dispensation. One effective method of having a
viable governance is to have a real multi-party demo-
cratic system. Too much power centred in the ruling
party can pollute the system to create the mess we
have seen in the NPA, in SARS, in Eskom, in SAA and
other state entities.

Having strong opposition parties can assist to create
an accountable government. As AZAPO, our position
is that the ANC-led government would be better
served if the main opposition came from the Libera-
tion Movement. As components of the Liberation
Movement, we would be reminding the ruling party
of the revolutionary morality that was the motive

force to many of our people to sacrifice their lives in
the struggle for the total emancipation of the people
of Azania.

We would be urging the ruling party to move faster to
undo the legacy of colonialism and apartheid, and re-
store the dignity of Black people through concrete
and accelerated development. As it is now, the gov-
ernment has to move like a snail to redress the effects
of apartheid because there is a loud noise coming
from the main Opposition benches, which is mainly
concerned about the fears of the white minority.

But the government should be reminded that it is
more important to address the aspirations of the ma-
jority if we are to have a stable democracy. So far the
signs are that Black people may be a majority, but
they do not have a dominant voice in the social and
political space.

BLACK PLUM

By Don Mattera

This land
This soil so stiff-necked and proud, 

This beautiful earth is a garden 
And I am the fruit

Squeezed of energy 
Drained of love
Dried of hope

A garden watered by anguish, 
fertilised by the tears

of my people,
strewn with the seeds 

of their lives

I am the black plum 
Fruit of Mama Africa

Spirit that cries out beyond the horizon 
The soul seeking emancipation

I am Africa

ALL SHALL BE EQUAL BEFORE THE LAW
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Easter marks a significant period in the Christian cal-
endar. According to the Christians, it is a period
where the promise of the Old Testament was realised
through Christ’s crucifixion, death on the cross, resur-
rection and ascendance to heaven so that man may be
reconciled with God.

Given the influence and the power religion has over a
people, the Black Consciousness Movement (BCM) has
always been alive to how religion has been, and is
used as a tool for the oppression of Black people and
maintenance of subjugation. This is achieved through
the oppressor using religion to make the oppressed
people feel better about their situation of poverty and
exploitation through believing in receiving their just
reward in the hereafter. It is in this context that Karl
Marx characterised religion as “the sigh of the op-
pressed creature, the heart of a heartless world, just
as it is the spirit of a spiritless situation. It is the opi-
um of the people.”

At the same time the BCM has always been equally
conscious of the potential emancipatory power of reli-
gion and the historical role it has played in the libera-
tion struggle. This is what led to the BCM’s involve-
ment in the development of Black Theology in Azania,
and to Black Theology’s influence in the movement.
As James H. Cone defined it, Black Theology is “a ra-
tional study of the being of God in the world in light of
the existential situation of an oppressed community,
relating the forces of liberation to the essence of the

Gospel, which is Jesus Christ". In that sense, it is a the-
ology that speaks to the human being in the here and

now; in the lived conditions of political, social, eco-
nomic and religious subjugation. It foregrounds the
emancipatory message of the gospel as represented
by Christ’s actions and words. In a nutshell, Black
Theology is concerned about socio-economic justice
as equally as it is about spiritual redemption.

The use of religion for exploitation is not only the
province of the racist oppressors that have used polit-
ical, social and economic institutions to perpetuate
oppression, it can also be used by individuals who ex-
ploit their own people for their material gain. Often
this exploitation is that of the poor, who are in deep
need of a sigh, a heart in this heartless world, a spirit
in this spiritless world.

Our country has in the past years faced an epidemic of

BLACK THEOLOGY AND EASTER
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these charlatans who manipulate and rob the poor of
their hard-earned money with the promise of deliver-
ance. The same charlatans live in opulence, while
their congregants live in squalor. They risk the lives
of their congregants through making them drink pet-
rol, eat grass and spraying them with doom.

AZAPO urges all people of faith to focus on the mes-
sage of the gospel that speaks to salvation and re-
demption in the here and now and the hereafter. The
message of the gospel that is concerned with caring
for one another and in removing the yoke of poverty
and injustice from our country.

With that said, AZAPO wishes all our Christian com-
patriots a happy Easter.

THE POLLUTION OF THE LAW

One would have assumed that it would be obvious to
the powers that be that former President Jacob Zuma
should pay for his legal representation in the pending
criminal trial in which he is charged for fraud and
corruption.

Some political parties have opted to go to court to
force the government to stop paying for Zuma’s legal
costs. This was after it was revealed by the country’s
President Cyril Ramaphosa that the government has
spent more than R15,3 million to pay Zuma’s legal
bills.

Before getting into the merits of the argument, it is
imperative to first understand the spirit and intent of
the legislation that authorises the state to pay for the
legal costs of its functionaries. The legislation was
designed to offer legal protection to state officials to
be able to carry their official duty.

In other words, if an official who is acting in good
faith and in the interest of the Republic was to com-
mit an offense either by commission of omission,
which result in criminal charges or even civil litiga-
tion, such an official would be entitled to be offered
legal assistance. The state would have to pay for his
legal costs. What is important is that the official

should demonstrate that he was acting in good faith
in the interest of the country as a whole, and not ad-
vancing his or her personal interests.

This protection is crucial. If it was not there, it would
be difficult for politicians and other state officials to
carry on with their work. They would be paranoid
and more concerned about making sure that they do
not expose themselves to any kind of judicial scrutiny
arising from their work.

Those who argue that Zuma should be given financial
support by the state to deal with his criminal charges
argue that in terms of the law, any person is pre-
sumed innocent until proven otherwise. Fair. But
before a blanket support and blank cheque can be
given to a state official, that official should show that
what he or she is accused of was committed in the
line of his duty; but more importantly, that the al-
leged offence was committed not for personal gains
but to advance the interests of the state.

In the case of Zuma, it is impossible to show how the
country would have benefited from the alleged cases
of fraud and corruption. Instead, a counter argument

can be advanced that the state was allegedly defraud-
ed when Zuma allegedly abused his powers as a poli-
tician to advance private business interest at the ex-
pense of the state.

The insistence that the tax-payer should foot the bill
of Zuma’s legal woes is nothing but crude abuse of the
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taxpayers’ money. How can the state charge Zuma for
defrauding it, and still be the one that funds his ef-
forts not to be held accountable?

While this matter may be of a legal nature that offers
politicians to hide behind the law, it should not es-
cape the ruling party that they have to provide moral
leadership. They have been telling the country that
they are committed to fighting corruption. They now
have to walk the talk and not finance, at state ex-
pense, their leaders who are accused of corruption.

As AZAPO, we are of the firm conviction that Zuma
should not get state support in his matter against the
people of South Africa. The argument should not be
about whether he might be found guilty or not guilty.
It is an issue of principle. There has to be a difference
when a state official is acting to advance their person-
al interests and when they act in their scope to ad-
vance the interests of the country. When they do the
latter, we should give them our unqualified support.
But when they do the former, we should grant them
their space to swim with the sharks.

THE ABC OF COLONIALISM

Our struggle for liberation and freedom is basically
against colonialism. In the context of Azania, we talk
about settler-colonialism because a section of the co-
lonial community enjoyed the wealth of Azania so
much that they decided to settle permanently in our
country.

But what is colonialism? Colonialism is derived from
the word colony. Simply put, a colony is an area or a
country that is under the full or partial political con-
trol of another country and occupied by the settlers
from that country. So, colonialism is a system in
which one country takes control of another country.

Some of the major colonial master countries include
Britain, France, Spain, Portugal and Netherlands. Alt-
hough colonialism was almost synonymous with Eu-
rope, there are countries outside Europe that colo-
nised others. For example, Japan had colonised Chi-
na.

Colonialism has more to do with the control of the
colonised country’s economic resources by the colo-
nising country. The colonising power uses the politi-
cal system to control the wealth of the colonised
country for the benefit of the coloniser.

While the economic effects of colonialism are easy to
see because the colonial powers run the economy of
the colonised country in a manner that disempower
and impoverishes the indigenous population, the
more devastating effects of this system is the coloni-
sation of the mind of the colonised. This is the worst
form colonialism in that the colonised people idolise
the colonisers; embrace the culture of the colonisers
and despise their own culture and everything about
themselves.

A small country in terms of geographic size such as
Britain or Japan, soon realises that it would need
more resources to feed its population. To address the
shortage of resources, Britain would then embark on
a mission to establish colonies. These were estab-
lished throughout the world. Britain had political
control of the colonies and would expatriate the
wealth of the colonies to Britain.

But as the quest for self-rule and the anti-colonial
struggle intensified, the colonial master such as Brit-
ain and France had to adjust and devolve some politi-
cal authority to the colonies. The colonies would be
given a semi self-governing system, but the funda-
mental economic control would still vest with the co-
lonial masters.
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That is why the language of the colonial master would
still be dominant post the classical and outright colo-
nial era. For instance, the Black people of Mozam-
bique and Angola communicate in Portuguese, re-
gardless of their education status. The same applies
to the Black people of Congo; they communicate in
French.

The economic architecture of “independent’ Africa is
still anchored on European colonialism. Most of the
products that Azanians use - from motor-cars, to tele-
vision sets, to cell-phones to basic food stuff such as
yoghurt - are imported from the former colonial mas-
ter countries for consumption in our country. South
Africa even imports beef from Britain despite the fact
that we have a huge country that can be used in com-
mercial cattle farming.

The modern form of colonialism is done through cul-
ture. This kind of colonialism does not require the
colonial power to be in charge of the political system
of the colonised country. The colonial power install
puppet regimes that advance the interests of the colo-
nial powers. Just to illustrate this point; you find the
puppet regimes supporting the film industry of the
colonial powers and investing little or nothing in local
production. The effects are that talented local actors
and musicians die as paupers because there is no sup-
port from the state.

Currently, the European football leagues, particularly
the English Premier League, dominates the world be-
cause of this cultural imperialist phenomenon. Little
wonder that some of our people proudly proclaim
that they support Manchester United or Liverpool,
and not Orlando Pirates or Bloemfontein Celtic.

Our arts and literature are still characterised by colo-
nialism.

Granted this background, AZAPO’s strategic interven-
tion is to intensify the struggle for mental liberation
that will free Black people of the colonial mentality.
We know that this cannot be achieved without infus-
ing our people with generous doses of Black Con-
sciousness. A decolonised mind has a fighting chance
of eradicating colonialism, and ushering in of real lib-
eration whose essence is economic freedom. This is

one of the primary reasons why AZAPO exists. We
are anti-colonialist. We actively and radically fight all
forms of colonialism; be they settler-colonialism, in-
ternal colonialism or neo-colonialism.

40 YEARS LATER, WE REMEMBER 
SOBUKWE

In the recent history of the liberation movement in
Azania, there are three epoch-changing events worth
mentioning:

1. The rise of the Anton Lembede-led Afrikan youth
that gave rise to the launching of the ANCYL and
the 1949 Program of Action. This radicalised the
struggle by putting the Land Question at the cen-
tre of the Azanian Revolution and committing the
fate of the liberation of Afrikans in the hands of
Afrikans themselves. It is in this epoch that the
adoption of the Freedom Charter, which under-
mined the radical 1949 Program of Action, result-
ed in the formation of the PAC.

2. The other is the anti-pass campaign that led to the
slaughter of 69 unarmed Black people in Sharpe-
ville in March 1960. This led to the banning of the
liberation movement organisations and a heavy
setback and immobilisation of the liberation
struggle. This period gave rise to,

3. The establishment of the Black Consciousness
Movement through which the last epoch of the
June 16 Uprising came into being. This epoch saw
the mass murder of young Black children by the
white racist regime, and the intensification of the
armed struggle.

Sobukwe was directly involved in two of the epochs.
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It stands to reason therefore that as we reflect on his life
40 years after his death, the country ought to pause in
memory of his contribution to the liberation project. As
a true record of history, it is impossible to speak of the
Sharpeville Day without speaking about Sobukwe and
his visionary and courageous leadership.

Following the PAC motto of "Leaders in Front", he
demonstrated not only his fearlessness, but his commit-
ment to the cause of his people by resigning from his
place of employment and opting to lead the anti-pass
march from the front under the campaign banner of "NO
BAIL! NO DEFENCE! NO FINE!" This was done with a
clear resolve of burning their passes and handing them-
selves over to the police at the various police stations
across the country.

The strategy was meant to cripple the country’s econo-
my and elevate the plight of the suffering Black majori-
ty. The disdain they gave to the courts was palpable as
they did not recognise their (courts) authority over
them. This is why Sobukwe never had a lawyer at his
trial. Even when he was convicted, he did not care to
lodge an appeal.

This was to be the last time that he enjoyed his freedom
as he was apprehended along the way to Orlando Police
Station and charged with sedition. While incarcerated,
the system had already obtained a banishment order
which was meant to restrict him to Vryheid, in case he
was released from prison. He was then given a three-
year sentence, which upon expiry, was extended
through the so-called Sobukwe Clause in the General
Law Amendment Act, which enabled the apartheid Min-
ister of Justice to extend Sobukwe’s imprisonment in-
definitely. It is this Sobukwe Clause that kept him in
solitary confinement without trial for 6 more years.

Even after this period, he continued to live a life of a
banned man under police guard in Galeshewe, a town-
ship in Kimberly, where he is said to have died of the
cancer of the lungs on 27 February 1978. In AZAPO we
were never convinced that Sobukwe died of natural
causes despite the official record of his death. However,
he was to be buried at his birthplace in Graaf Reinet on
11 March 1978. The BCM played a pivotal role in the
burial of a leader we revere so much.

Amidst the current debate on Land Expropriation With-
out Compensation, we wonder what Sobukwe would
have said. He was among those who challenged the no-
tion that the land “belongs to all those who live in it,
black and white”. He was unequivocal about his views
on European colonialism, and was steadfast in his re-
solve to fight for the return of the Afrikan land. It was
he who reminded and cautioned the delegates at the
inaugural PAC conference that;

The Europeans are a foreign minority group which has exclusive
control of political, economic, social and military power. It is the
dominant group. It is the exploiting group, responsible for the
pernicious doctrine of white supremacy, which has resulted in the
political humiliation and degradation of the indigenous African
people. It is this group which has dispossessed the African people
of their land and with arrogant conceit has set itself up as the
“guardians”, the “trustees” of the Africans.

The painful moment of Sobukwe’s 40th anniversary is
the desecration of his legacy by some who also have suf-
fered imprisonment and torture in the course of their
fight for the liberation of the Azanian people. Ironically,
these people have spent years along with Sobukwe on
Robben Island and know better who this man was, and
what he stood to represent. It is a disservice not only to
Sobukwe, but also to his peers Nelson Mandela and Al-
bertina Sisulu that Sobukwe’s legacy is made to be sub-
sumed under the memory of the two Comrades. Worse
still, these are Comrades whom Sobukwe died believing
that they deserted the political line that was adopted in
1949 in favour of embracing Afrikan ownership of the
Azanian Land. What is Sobukwe’s sin to deserve this
treatment at the hands of his own people? Could it be
that he was too true to his struggle principles as a para-
gon of revolutionary activism? But we believe that his-
tory never lies.

AZAPO salutes this Son of the Soil.
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For the past 20 years, AZAPO has vociferously cam-
paigned for the abolition of Provincial Governments
and their replacement with simple administrative fa-
cilities. We are not about to take our foot off the pedal
on this one.

It does not make governance and development sense
for a country of 56 million people to be so over-
governed with a Central Government that is duplicat-
ed 9 times as much.

AZAPO believes that the most important sphere of
government for a developmental state should be the
one closet to the people, which is the Local Govern-
ment for service delivery purposes. Some financial
and skills resources that would be freed as a result of
the abolition of the Provincial Governments could be
channeled to the local sphere where it is needed most.

The practical developments in the country seem to 
vindicate AZAPO’s positions even more.

Recently, the Minister of Corporative Governance Dr
Zweli Mkhize stated in Parliament that only 7% of mu-
nicipalities are classified as functioning well. He fur-
ther stated that there are 27 district municipalities
and 55 municipalities that are in distress. And what
are the causes? Mkhize mentioned the following:

• high political infighting and instability in some 
municipalities,

• high vacancy rate,
• non-compliance with rules and regulations,
• inappropriate spending of budgets and high debt,
• disregard of supply chain management regula-

tions, fraud and corruption

• lack of skilled personnel for critical posts as well 
as general incompetence of staff.

As to be expected, nowhere did Mkhize mention that
the roots of dysfunctionality lie in the ruling party. It
is the ruling party that has over the years prioritised
National and Provincial governments; that has used
Cadre deployment as a basis for employment as op-
posed to skill and competence; that has perfected cor-
ruption into a fine art and made it pervasive through-
out all levels government. It is the very same ruling
party that has taken party inter-factional squabbles
and has transplanted the into government leading to
instability.

For AZAPO, the answer to the challenges faced by mu-
nicipalities lie in:

• A reorientation that places focus and emphasis on
Local Government as the site of service delivery to
the people

• A disbanding of provincial governments as a
sphere of governance, and the reconstitution of
these into administrative entities

ABOLISH THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS!

4th Floor Investment Building 
97 Commissioner Street
Pop Up Arcade
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Why disband the provincial sphere of governance?

• Firstly, because this sphere was not created as a
means to improve service delivery to the people,
but rather as political compromise and a means
to cater to the federalist inclination of those who
were party to the Kempton Park negotiations.

• Secondly, the provincial sphere is an unnecessary
drain on the fiscus with all the politicians at pro-
vincial legislators drawing salaries and various
benefits. This includes the duplication in the ad-
ministrative ranks between National and Provin-
cial.

• Thirdly, the savings at the provincial level can be
ploughed into local government, thereby assist-
ing the Local Government sphere in reducing its
debt.

• Fourthly, the Provincial Government boundaries
are demarcated on the basis of the apartheid log-
ic Bantustan and racial segregation.

AZAPO believes this intervention would go a long
way in addressing both the governance and econom-
ic developments needs of our country and its people.

THE STRUGGLE AGAINST 
FORGETTING?

On April 6, 1652, the Dutch settlers in three ships –
Dromedaris, Reiger and Goede Hoop - landed on the
Cape. This Friday marks the 366th year of the arrival
of the Dutch who were led by one Jan van Riebeeck.

The European settlers had deliberately falsified our
history in many accounts. However, we should thank
them for the honesty in admitting to their date of ar-
rival. This is important as our country is in a re-
newed conversation about land. What we know for
sure is that they could not have arrived in the Cape
carrying land!

We should always remember that “the most potent
weapon in the hands of the oppressor is the mind of
the oppressed”. It is therefore crucial that we contin-
ue to wage the battle against forgetting. We need to
use our memory as a weapon against forgetting.

Some former struggle activists would want us to for-
get the past; to let bygones be bygones. They would
say we should not look in the past, thus opening
painful wounds; that we should rather focus on the
future. They beat the reconciliation drum and argue
that South Africa is a rainbow nation with equal op-
portunities. They are wrong.

The truth is that South Africa has become the most
unequal society in the world. According to statistics,
poverty is being entrenched with more than 50% of
the population living below the poverty line.

Some of our white compatriots are quick to remind
us that Black people have been in power since 1994,
and that we should therefore stop blaming every-
thing on apartheid. The more arrogant ones even
venture to say that apartheid was in fact good for
Black people. They point at the falling standards in
education, collapsing state of health and the general
decay of some of our cities and towns.

As AZAPO, our stated mission is to liberate Black
people from all forms of political oppression and eco-
nomic exploitation. The first step to achieve this is
through the mental liberation that is attained by get-
ting a dose of Black Consciousness. Once Black peo-
ple are free mentally, they shall begin to craft their
own destiny. This liberation process of Black people
will eventually render white people irrelevant in our
lives, as Blacks will no longer have to rely on whites
for anything. Once we achieve that, we would have
attained liberation.

We should use April 6 to reflect on the pain and suf-
fering that the European settlers inflicted and contin-
ue to inflict of Black people. We should reflect on the
state of Black people who continue to be humiliated
on the farms; to be beaten; and to be murdered for
no reason other than the crime of being black.

We should reflect on the poor economic status of
Black people that essentially render them to be sec-
ond class citizens who continue to plead with whites
for jobs, and other essential services such as educa-
tion and even health.

April 6, 1652 ushered in a political system that dis-
empowered Black people. That system removed
Black people from their land. Black people were suc-
cessful farmers before their land was taken from
them. Today we are sold a narrative that says “tread
carefully when you deal with white farmers because 

they are the ones who feed the nation.”
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April 6 should remind us that Black people had their
own civilisation before the arrival of the white man
and colonialism. This date should remind us that we
had our own cultural beliefs. It should remind us
that we were able to feed ourselves.
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As AZAPO, we will continue to remind our people
that life in this country did not start on April 6 1652.
Of course, that is the date that our nightmare began.
In order to give real meaning to this, Black people
should begin to put their destiny in their hands.

One might ask, practically what should Black people
do? Just as a start, Black people can embrace
AZAPO’s Stretch the Rand campaign. The campaign,
which is a tool for black economic empowerment,
urges Black people to support black-owned business-
es. But it also urges black business people to offer
high quality service to their customers.

TELL NO LIES
Our movement, the Azanian People’s Organisation
(AZAPO) is not yet in power. And because of this po-
sition, it may be tempting to condone certain behav-
iours of a section of our people that are nothing but
sheer anarchy as we join other opposition parties in
attacking the government.

According to media reports, a truck, delivering liquor
broke down at the Mooi River Toll Plaza on the N3
freeway between Durban and Johannesburg. A group
of local people allegedly started looting the truck.
Other truck drivers tried to intervene to stop the
looting but they were met with violence as the peo-
ple started to burn trucks at random.

One of the drivers of the looted trucks told news re-
porters that some of the looters claimed that they
resorted to looting to highlight the problem of unem-
ployment. They also accused the company that
owned some of the trucks of hiring foreigners. The
driver who was interviewed was clear in his message
that he was not a foreigner but a South African na-
tional.

For the record, even if the driver was a foreign

national, his truck should not have been attacked. 
There is no excuse for this type of lawlessness.

Those involved in the attack apparently used unem-
ployment as a reason for the attack. There is no
doubt that unemployment is an emotive issue in this
country. Almost half of our people are unemployed,
and the majority of those employed are under-
employed and getting as little as R3000 a month.

So when people complain that they are unemployed,
they generally get public sympathy because their
frustrations are shared by millions of other South
Africans who do not have enough to eat.

However, certain behaviours should not be con-
doned. What was clear from the media reports is
that what happened in Mooi River Plaza was an act of
sheer criminality. It is important that we should re-
sist the temptation of giving revolutionary flavour to
acts of thuggery. During the apartheid rule, we un-
derstood that call of rendering the country ungovern-
able was made in the context of South Africa being
governed by an illegitimate regime that was not
based on the will of the majority.

We now live in a democratic dispensation. The gov-
ernment has been voted into power by the majority
of those who voted. When citizens engage with the
government, they have to appreciate this fact.

We must guard against populist that are fashioned as
revolutionary acts, yet they undermine the rule of
law. If we are not careful, criminals will hijack legiti-
mate issues of the various communities and wreak
havoc throughout the country.

As AZAPO, it is our responsibility to tell the truth
even if it may not be popular. If something is wrong,
we should have the guts to state so publicly.

We should always remember the words of wisdom
by African revolutionary and intellectual Amilcar Ca-
bral when he said:

Hide nothing from the masses of our people. Tell no
lies. Expose lies whenever they are told. Mask no
difficulties, mistakes, failures. Claim no easy victo-
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AZAPO PAYS HOMAGE TO A
BRAVE WOMAN

There are many people out there who kept reminding
AZAPO about how many of its members were victims
of the necklace method of killing in the 1980s. As it
were, these comrades dedicated their lives to free-
dom of black people. Little did they know that they
will wither away at the hands of other freedom fight-
ers.

During that time, Cde Winnie Madikizela-Mandela
had made public agitation for the use matches, petrol
and necklace to "free the country". So the reminders
are meant to get AZAPO and its members to retaliate
against somebody who has breathed her last.

AZAPO even received strange and belated support
from some people who called for Cde Winnie
Madikizela-Mandela to be probed for the murder of
AZAPO leader Dr Abu-baker Asvat in his Soweto sur-
gery.

Of course, the pain of losing the People's Doctor
through a wound inflicted by our own people was
more painful than losing 10 Comrades in the hands of
the enemy.

But AZAPO is a liberation organisation of Black peo-
ple that is responsive to our Afrikan culture, which
requires us to respect the dead and support the be-
reaved family in their pain of losing a loved one. In
times of death, grudges and quarrels are put aside,
while the people share the pain and burden of bury-
ing the departed.

It is against this background that the leadership of
AZAPO decided that it would never be blackmailed by
the enemies of Cde Madikizela-Mandela into joining
the harassment of a black soul even in death.

Notwithstanding its raw scars, AZAPO was not pre-
pared to deny the contributions, sacrifices and suffer-
ing of a Black woman. A woman who experienced
the harsh conditions of a prison and bringing up chil-
dren in a family broken by white supremacy.

The leadership never hesitated to visit the Madikizela
-Mandela home in Soweto on 5 April 2018 to pay
homage to one of the Black mothers whose humanity
was bruised by the anti-black political system.

Led by President Strike Thokoane, the Delegation in-
cluded former President Pandelani Nefolovhodwe,
Sammy Tloubatla, Manku Noruka, Meshack S'bongile
Galekhutle, Caithy Dintletse Seitheiso, Morty Lazaro
and Nelvis Qekema.

The Delegation arrived at 11h00 to find that the cler-
gy that included Bishop Mpumlwana and Rev Chikane
were still in session with the family.

Our session was with Deputy President DD Mabuza,
Gwede Mantashe, Paul Mashatile, Jackson Mthembu
and SA Artists.

AZAPO National Chairperson Nelvis Qekema told the
family that they had come convey AZAPO's heartfelt
condolences and to show its support to the family in
their hour of bereavement. He reminded them of how
the BCM provided a struggle platform to Cde
Madikizela-Mandela to flex her political muscles in
the 1970s. He reminded that Comrade Winnie was in
fact banished to Brandfort in 1977 following her ac-
tivism in the BCM-created platforms.

AZAPO President Strike Thokoane told the media that
AZAPO acknowledges the role played by Mme Winnie
in the struggle including her sacrifices. He narrated
how she was arrested together with the BCM leaders
like the late Debs Matshoba. He concluded by saying
it was unfortunate that Mme Winnie departed when
AZAPO leader Dr Abu Asvat's politically motivated
murder remained unresolved.
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Black people do not need statistics to know that that
they are poor. Chronic poverty is a lived reality of
Black people. They were poor during the white settler
-colonial minority regime rule, and they continue to
be poor in a democracy under the ANC-led govern-
ment.

But even the 2018 World Bank Report handed over on
3 April 2018 to Minister Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma
reaffirms the fact that Black people are “the wretched
of the earth” in Azania, the land of their forebears. At
a Gini Coefficient of 0.63 in 2015, South Africa is the
most unequal country in the world.

The Report makes nonsense of the empty electioneer-
ing claims of 24 years that the country is transform-
ing. Despite the face of government being black, white
people remain the illegitimate owners of the land and
wealth, while Black people are forever condemned to
be slaves.
Indeed,

Our inheritance has been  turned
strangers,
our homes to foreigners. 
We have become fatherless, 
our mothers are widows.
We must buy the water we drink;
our wood can be had only at a price. 
Those who pursue us are at our heels;

over to

we are weary and find no rest (Lamentations 
5, NIV).

Unfortunately, the liberation of Black people will take
more than “lamentations” and praying. It will require
the Azanian masses and their revolutionary organisa-
tions to arise and fight for their rights.

The Report assessed poverty and inequality from
1994 to 2015. It came to the shameful but unsurpris-
ing conclusion that only 1 in 4 South Africans qualifies
to be considered as either middle class or upwards
with regards to the means at their disposal. With all
the two thirds majority the ruling party has enjoyed at
some stage, this cannot be “a good story to tell”.

Dr Paul Noumba Um of the World bank is blunt:

Half of South Africans during the 2008 to
2014/15 period were considered chronically
poor or having average consumption below
the upper bound poverty line. At least 78% of
South Africans were in poverty at least once
during this period.

The World Bank representative does not beat about
the bush. He adds that poverty in South Africa has
increased between 2011 and 2015 with 2.5 million
South Africans drowning even deeper into poverty.
There is no prize for guessing who are these
“wretched of the earth”. It is Black people.

BLACK PEOPLE SINK INTO DEEPER POVERTY UNDER DEMOCRACY
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As a rude reminder that white racism is alive and
kicking from the apartheid era into the democratic
dispensation, the Report warns that wealth inequali-
ty is much higher than income inequality. And this
anomaly is cast in the apartheid norms of favouring
whites and disadvantaging Black people. The spatial
development dimensions carry an enduring struc-
ture of apartheid of poor black villages, poor black
townships, and super rich white suburbs.

The Report expresses this reality as follows:

The bottom 50% of households account for
only 8% of incomes, 5% of asset values and
4% of net wealth. Conversely, the top 10% of
households account for 55% of household
incomes, 69% of total household asset values
and 71% of household net wealth.

When it comes to poverty, more than half of South
Africans live below the national poverty line of R992
per month. To strip the codes naked, “more than
half” amounts to 55.5% of the population or 30 mil-
lion people.

The official unemployment rate was 27.75, while that
of the youth was 38.6%. We all know that the term
“official’ here means that there are more millions of
jobless people that are excluded in that figure.

World Bank Southern Africa economist Victor Sulla 
has a graphic portrayal:

“The people at the bottom in South Africa‚
they get wages comparable to the people
who live in Bangladesh. It’s very‚ very poor…
If you take the top 10%‚ they live like in Aus-
tria. So it’s a very high level even by Europe-
an standards or even by US standards. And
we are talking just about employees‚ people
who are getting paid. And not the super-rich
who are earning income from factories or
property or other investments.”

Granted this background, we have to ask who must
we send. We know with the 2019 General Elections
being around the corner, everyone will be saying
“Send Me”. AZAPO agitates that we must send no
one but the Azanian fighting masses themselves, it is
their fight after all. They are their own liberators.

GOVERNMENT LACKS CARE FOR 
BLACK PEOPLE

Most reasonable South Africans would agree that
one of the roles of government is to protect the pow-
erless and ensure protection of their rights and well-
being. The listeriosis outbreak that has thus far
claimed about 200 lives, and deemed the biggest out-
break in the world, is a clear failure of government to
play its protective role.

It is an indictment on government that it took over a
year from the first reported case of listeriosis in Jan-
uary 2017, and the identification of the source only
in March 2018. This is made all the more outstand-
ingly bad by the fact that the South African pro-
cessing meat industry is not subject to any standards
regulating the safety of its products.

The National Regulator for Compulsory Standards
has revealed that the attempt to develop regulatory
standards in 2014 for the meat industry were put on
hold after industry players rejected proposals on lev-
ies to be paid by offenders. From then on, the indus-
try stonewalled the process and finally only a
“composition quality regulation” was agreed upon,
which excluded hygiene requirements.

Given this situation, it is clear that this listeriosis cri-
sis or any hygiene based crisis has been 4 years in
the making.

Anecdotally, and based on scientific research, it is
well known that processed meats such as polony are
eaten mostly by poor South Africans. A study con-
ducted by researchers from the University of Preto-
ria’s Institute of Food, Nutrition and Well-being, and
the Bureau of Food and Agricultural Policy found
that processed meat is widely consumed by low in-
come consumers with “20% to 26% of this group
consuming polony and viennas on a daily basis”.
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The same study also found that “of the top 20 animal
foods consumed by this group [low income] five are
processed meats; polony, viennas, Russians, canned
meat and dried meat”.

Given what we know, it is no wonder that the demo-
graphic group affected by listeriosis is that of low in-
come people who are mostly Black people in South
Africa.

So why blame government, when industry’s dishonest
conduct in claiming to care about the safety of the
consumers of their products and obstructing the de-
velopment of standards is self-evident? The answer
is that it is government that developed and main-
tained the regulatory framework that allows industry
to block the development of standards that are clearly
in the interest of citizens.

AZAPO holds that no amounts of profit should super-
sede human life; and no amount of lobbying and
stonewalling should stop government from acting on
behalf of the citizens of this country.

LET US BURY THE DEMON OF 
TRIBALISM

April 7, 1994 marked the beginning of the genocide in
Rwanda. Between April and July of that year, an esti-
mated 800 000 people, mainly from the Tutsi ethnic
minority were slaughtered.

There are many versions of what triggered the geno-
cide. The dominant narrative with regard to the
origin of the genocide is that the killings were
sparked by the murder of Rwandan President Juvenal
Habyarimana, who was a Hutu. Other versions sug-

gest the role of western governments as part of the
strategy to keep African countries unstable by fuelling
ethnic tensions.

Those who advance the latter version say that Hutus
and Tutsis had been living together for many years,
and in fact married across ethnic lines. It is therefore
believed that it would not make sense for them to just
wake up one day and start slaughtering one another
on the basis of simple ethnic differences.

It does not matter which version is accurate. The key
thing is that Rwandan people were killing one anoth-
er, and that only Africans died there. The tragedy of
the genocide in Rwanda provides some lessons for
our country. Increasingly, there are some people who
are beating the tribal drums.

We saw this with what seemed like an innocent, nos-
talgic display of affection of the flag of the so-called”
Republic of Venda” on the cars of some people. We
saw this tribalism rearing its ugly head with “100%
Zulu” stickers. We saw the demon of tribalism rising
from the ashes of apartheid in Vuwani when the dis-
pute over a municipal border exploded into an open
tribal conflict. We saw what appeared to be the pro-
motion of “Zulu nationalism” when former President
Jacob Zuma appeared on fraud and corruption charg-
es in Pietermaritzburg recently.

Tribalism can be exploited by politicians for their
own selfish ends. For instance, in Vuwani, the xiTson-
ga-speaking people were made to believe that they
were not getting proper municipal services because
they belong to a municipality of Thulamela, which
was under the control of tshiVenda-speaking people.

Nobody bothered to tell these people that people in
Thohoyandou, the majority of whom speak tshiVenda,
are battling with the same problems of lack of service
delivery such as lack of water and poor roads. No-
body explained the obvious. The problem of poor ser-
vice delivery in Thulamela, which is the same as many
other rural municipalities is cadre deployment gone
wrong. That is complicated by a small revenue base
and general corruption. A municipality in a rural area
cannot charge its residents rate taxes because there
are no services in these areas. People buy electricity
directly from Eskom. They get water from communal
taps, which are often dry anyway.
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Often when people cannot explain their own socio-
economic problems; when there is social injustice;
when there is growing poverty and unemployment;
they resort to using any excuse to draw attention to-
wards the resolution of their problems. Tribalism is
often one such excuse. People might believe that they
are suffering because they speak a particular lan-
guage. They might believe that they are being perse-
cuted because they are of a particular ethnic group.

As AZAPO, it is our duty to continue to educate our
people about the dangers of tribalism. Tribalism can
be exploited to trigger a genocide.

That is why AZAPO has a motto that says; One Azania,
One Nation. AZAPO is totally against the fragmenta-
tion of our country into provincial governments. We
are against regionalism. But more importantly, we
are against tribalism. We stand for a unitary Azania.

Our quest is to build a nation based on non-
discrimination. We want our people to be engaged as
individuals and not as representatives of tribal
groups. Tribalism is not only backwards but can be
used by political opportunists to undermine nation-
building and social cohesion. We must not just frown
on tribalism, but we must actively work to defeat it.

ARMED STRUGGLE AND THE 
BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS 

MOVEMENT
On 12 April 1980, the Conference of the Black Con-
sciousness Movement in London managed to bring
together most of the disparate BC formations in exile.
The Black Consciousness Movement of Azanian
(BCMA) was born as an umbrella body that brought
together the various BC organisations in exile.

A resolution was passed by the Conference to form a
military wing of the BCMA to consolidate all previous
military efforts since 1973 and advance the armed
struggle. The earlier military efforts had culminated
in the formation of the Azanian People’s Liberation
Front (APLF), whose cadres received military training
from countries such as Palestine, Syria, Lebanon and
Iraq. A Task Team, which placed Cde Mosibudi
Mangena at the head of the organisation, was formed
in 1982 in Botswana. Its political duty was to carry
forward the work of the Executive Committee and
overcome the immense challenges of the time. The
Task Team also recommended that Cde Nkuts oeu

Motsau should take up the position of the Secretary 
for Defence of the BCMA. He did so in 1983.

The BCMA then embarked upon a protracted two-
pronged diplomatic offensive: to get political recogni-
tion for the Movement and to acquire facilities for
military training for its army. The efforts to get politi-
cal recognition by the Organisation of African Unity
(OAU) and the United Nations Organisation (UN)
were opposed by both the ANC and the PAC. As a re-
sult, the Liberation Committee of the OAU, which was
responsible for assisting liberation movements in Af-
rica, could not help the BCMA. Therefore, individual
African countries found it difficult to help the BCMA.

The BCMA adopted a self-reliance principle and
knocked at the door of every progressive country to
put its case. The countries included the Soviet Union,
Yugoslavia, People's Republic of China, North Korea,
the Eastern Bloc countries and Cuba.

The contact and cooperation of the BCMA chapters in
the USA, Canada and Europe with the Eritrean Peo-
ple's Liberation Front (EPLF) led to the breakthrough
in the effort to acquire military training. The first
AZANLA Unit of the BCMA underwent military train-
ing in the liberated zones in Eritrea in 1985. Upon
their return from training, they did not waste time
but set about forming the army, the Azanian National
Liberation Army (AZANLA).
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Later a planeload was sent to train in Libya. This in-
volved the cooperation of a few African countries,
despite non-recognition by the OAU. The diplomatic
offensive was paying off at last!

All the members of the BCMA in exile, especially those
in the Frontline States, were given military training
and belonged to Squads. They were trained in the
Frontline States without the approval or knowledge
of the Frontline States. Recruits from Azania were
also trained there under the same circumstances and
returned back into the country. The trained lot start-
ed to set up bases inside Azania and trained others.
Everything was done to acquire weapons and explo-
sives. The dangerous military stunts included raiding
police stations and confiscating an assortment of
weapons to arm the AZANLA Fighters. It was not easy
but enjoyable.

The AZANLA Day, which falls on 12 April, is meant to
bring together mainly the AZANLAMVA members so
that they should recollect and tell their stories; docu-
ment and celebrate their involvement in the armed
struggle aspect of the Azanian Revolution. It is an
emotional moment where we remember the coura-
geous and selfless efforts of the AZANLA guerrillas,
which include our soldiers who fell in battle and
those that succumbed to their failure of health in Aza-
nia after 1994.

The 2018 AZANLA Day is one with a difference. It
will be held on the 21 April 2018 in Bloemfontein,
within the ambit of the 40th Anniversary of AZAPO.
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The passing of Cde Winnie Madikizela-Mandela has
laid bare the façade the ANC has maintained about the
road leading to CODESA, the negotiations and their
outcomes. For a start, it has become clear that the op-
eratives of the Apartheid establishment were playing
a long-term game, whilst the ANC was focused on the
immediate taking of political power.

During the period of mourning for Cde Madikizela-
Mandela, eNCA broadcast an exclusive interview with
an apartheid operative who indicated how apartheid
strategists set out the game, including deciding on
who within the ANC should lead to ensure their pro-
gramme of maintaining their privileged position. It
was thus part of their strategic programme to neutral-
ise those they deemed radicals, and to set the path for
“moderates” to ascend to powerful positions. To her
credit, Cde Madikizela-Mandela remained skeptical of
the negotiations and the resulting settlements. “We
over-negotiated”, she told Nelson Mandela.

The revelations that have emerged have further added
impetus to the questioning of the “new South African
narrative” that was re-ignited by students in the
#RhodesMustFall and #FeesMustFall movements.
That the new South African narrative was a façade
which perpetuates the socio-economic dominance of
white people, is no surprise to AZAPO.

As early as 1993, AZAPO was clear about the sham
that was CODESA. In that period, AZAPO actively cam-
paigned against the process leading up to the 1994
General Elections. This being based on AZAPO’s as-
sessment of the negotiation as a process where the
aspirations of Black people for freedom were sold out.
Consequently, and as a matter of principle, AZAPO did
not participate in the 1994 General Elections.

AZAPO held that the negotiated settlement, among 
other things, would:

• Not deliver substantive freedom to Black people
• Through entrenching property rights, effectively

legitimise the dispossession that Black people had
experienced for centuries

• Perpetuate the pattern of ownership of the means
of production and economic control.

Almost a quarter of a century later, the patterns of
ownership remain largely the same as those before
1994. The socio-economic status of Black people in
the main, remains the same. In fact, some indicators
suggest that the quality of life of black people has ac-
tually regressed!

Whilst AZAPO acknowledges the progress represent-
ed by the attainment of “liberal rights”, the freedom
for which our people fought and died transcends the
liberal rights. It is a radical form of freedom that
speaks to socio-economic justice.

FALSEHOODS OF THE “NEW SOUTH AFRICA” LAID BARE
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It goes beyond the idea of equal opportunity. It looks
at how the structural and systemic issues remain a
barrier to the attainment of holistic well-being. It
questions how the current system and pattern of
ownership perpetuates the life of poverty and exploi-
tation of Black people.

In the past 5 years, the masses of our people have
been undergoing a process of critical engagement
with the status quo. Now that this moment that
young people refer to as being “woke” is here, what
should be the Minimum Programme that our people
should engage in?

At a minimum, AZAPO advocates for a programme 
that entails:

• Organisation and mobilisation of our people for
the attainment of socio-economic justice.

• Conscious and radical vigilance by the masses
directed at the political and economic spheres of
South African life.

• An active campaign for equitable and productive
redistribution of land and all its resources

• An establishment of an education system, geared
at ridding our society of colonial remnants and at
extricating the masses of our people from the
vicious cycle of poor education and poverty.

• A free healthcare system that guarantees access
and is focused on ensuring positive outcomes for
healthcare seekers.

• A greater activism by the state and the use of its
purchasing power as well as its legislative and
enforcement powers to advance democratisation
of the economic sphere.

• Implementation of a system of recall that will
allow the masses to recall politicians who do not
serve their interest.

This moment and this period of being “woke” prom-
ises a new trajectory of our post 1994 struggle. It
bears the promise of the full realisation of the aspira-
tions and hopes that animated our liberation strug-
gle. Like a fragile egg, it needs to be protected, incu-
bated and then leveraged for the full realisation of a
free Azania. Moments like these are fragile for they

are always at a risk of opportunism and betrayal.
The call to action for this moment should be to Con-
solidate, Defend and Advance!

RESTORE TEACHING AND LEARN-
ING IN BLACK SCHOOLS

The annual stampede to smuggle Black learners into
what is still essentially white schools has started.
Last week, Gauteng Education MEC Panyaza Lesufi
announced that parents could start online applica-
tion to register their children for 2019.
On the face of it, Lesufi deserves some accolades for
forcing the conservative white schools to admit more

Black children. In situations where the white domi-
nated School Governing Bodies (SGBs) have been
reluctant to admit Black learners, Lesufi took to the
courts to try and force these schools to accommodate
the Black learners.

It is understandable why some Black parents who
reside in the townships would fake addresses to try
to secure registration of their children in the former
Model-C schools. They are concerned about the total
collapse of learning and teaching in their areas and
vote with their feet by seeking what they perceive to
be better quality education for their children in the
white areas.

Working class Black parents have to make huge sac-
rifices to pay for the education of their children in
these expensive schools while deserting the no-fees
schools in their neighbourhoods. Their argument is
simple. These facilities are indeed no-fees schools

just as much as they are no-education schools.
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The exodus of Black learners from the township
schools has led to the closure of many schools in the
townships. Sadly, overcrowding is becoming a real
problem in the former Model-C schools as the depart-
ment continues to force them to admit more learners.
The government has also not been building new
schools in the new areas such as Midrand.

But the elephant in the room is not necessarily the
untransformed and racist schools. The elephant in
the room lies in the Black community. A section of
Black teachers is failing the Black child. There is a
tendency of embarking on a protest action almost as a
routine. Some in the trade unions have even rejected
the notion of assessing the performance of teachers,
and have consistently dismissed the monitoring of
performance as an act of harassment.

But that is not all. Black parents do not show the
same level of respect and commitment for township
schools which they display towards former Model-C
schools. In the latter schools, Black parents are able
to attend meetings that are called late in the evening
in schools that are far away from their homes, but
flatly refuse to attend a parent’s meeting in the town-
ship schools. The lack of involvement by parents in
their children’s education has a negative impact on
discipline in schools.

Lately, there have been increasing reports of attacks
on teachers by learners who refuse to be disciplined
by their teachers in the township schools. Where
there is no discipline, there can be no effective teach-
ing and learning.

As AZAPO, our position is that we need to confront
the elephant in the room. Black teachers must take
pride in their work and discharge their responsibility
of teaching with honour and dedication. Black Con-
sciousness teaches us to love ourselves and to do
things for ourselves. Why is it that we seem to be un-
able to teach our own children? Why should we out-
source the teaching of our children to whites? Some
of these white teachers are openly racist and teach
our children to hate Black political leaders. They also
teach our children to hate being black and to aspire

to be white, an unachievable ambition if one is Afri-
can.

While we call on the Black teachers to discharge their
responsibility with honour, the Education Depart-
ment must also support them. Some township
schools lack the most basic facilities to make teaching
possible. This must be addressed. Period.

Equally, Black parents and Black learners must also
play their part in their education. The blame game
must end.

If we are to be truly liberated as Black people, we
must start with educating our own children and not
rely on white teachers to do what we should do for
ourselves. We have the political advantage on our
side. Why are we failing to teach our own? Why do
we continue to humiliate ourselves, pleading with
white teachers to educate our children? Why?

AZAPO DESCENDS ON ADDO

AZAPO Eastern Cape Provincial Deputy Chairperson
Rev Zingisile Zake led an organisational Delegation of
about 20 to the neglected Molly village in Addo on 14
April 2018. The delegation included AZAPO leaders
Cdes Winky Mngqibisa, Ncediso Gulwa and Bongo
Ngalo.
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Addo is a small town of about 17000 population ac-
cording to census  2011. It is located in the Sarah
Baartman District Municipality. Port Elizabeth is
about 50km to the south of Addo, while Kirkwood is
35km to the north west. Because of the Addo Ele-
phant Park and the citrus fruit fields, Addo has be-
come a popular tourist destination.

What the usually white tourists do not know is the
fact that there is a neglected area that goes by the
name Molly where unemployment is upward of 90%.
As you walk into the area, you are greeted by abject
poverty, sewerage spillage, refuse dump and foul
smell.

Molly is built on a refuse dump area, which is a health
hazard for the generally jobless local residents. There
is no tap water. There is no electricity. There is a
bucket toilet system. There are almost zero tarred
roads. There is a small neglected building that is
strangely called a clinic with almost no medicine. It is
serviced by one or two nurses. There is a sewerage
spillage that runs into a canal of water that is sup-
posed to be purified for drinking and cooking. The
purification facility has no equipment to help it to live
up to its name. But the residents have no choice but
to drink and cook with the water.

Molly residents have been subjected to this hell for 22
years, which is the time almost equal to the ANC’s rul-
ing under democracy. Of course, the Sarah Baartman
Distrcit Municipality is dominated by the ANC. Sur-
prisingly, the air-conditioned offices of the District
Municipality are 50km away from the Molly health

hazard in Port Elizabeth.

Molly residents were promised to be moved to a new-
ly built RDP settlement, which is now contaminated
by corruption. The houses have instead been allocat-
ed to undeserving people. To appease the impatient
Molly residents, a solar system that has since stopped
working has been installed. Only 12 houses have gey-
sers installed, and no one is able to account about
what happened to the money for the rest of the
households.

AZAPO Voice would be overstating the obvious if we 
were to say it is only Black people that live in Molly.

Local leaders Thembelani Maxhego and Siyabonga
Fumba were instructed by the residents to invite
AZAPO to witness the hell that Black people continue
to be subjected to under the ANC rule. Led by the lo-
cal residents who had come in their numbers, AZAPO
leaders conducted a walk-about to inspect the anti-
black environment that Azanians are subjected to.

The Eastern Cape Province has accordingly resolved
to hold the AZAPO 40th Anniversary in Addo in soli-
darity with the people of Molly. There are planned
community actions that AZAPO will embark upon on
28 April 2018.

ABC OF NEO-COLONIALISM
In an earlier edition of AZAPO Voice, we discussed the
concept of colonialism. We stated that colonialism is
derived from the word colony. A colony is an area or
a country under the full or partial political control of
another country and occupied by the settlers from
that country. So, colonialism is a system in which an-
other country takes control of another country, usual-
ly through force.

So, what is neo-colonialism? Under colonialism the
country is under direct control of the master country,
or the coloniser. But in neo-colonialism, the country
is under the political leadership of the indigenous
people, while the economic control still rests with the
colonial powers.
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It is easy to galvanise the people to rise against colonial-
ism. This is because often the coloniser would be an
occupying foreign force. For instance, in Africa the colo-
niser would be from Europe; either from Britain, France
or Portugal. The colonised would be the indigenous Af-
rican people. It is therefore easy to distinguish between
the coloniser and the colonised. The coloniser would be
white and the colonised would be black.
But in neo-colonialism, the ruling class is made up of the

members of the previously colonised. What normally
happens is that the indigenous people would wage a
struggle to end colonial rule. In some cases, the colonial
power “surrenders” authority to the liberation move-
ment led by the indigenous people. But there would still
be remnants of colonialism. Members of the liberation
movement would be co-opted into the ruling class that
essentially advances the interests of the colonial pow-
ers.

Under colonialism, the colonialists use education and
religion as indoctrinating tools to capture the minds of
the colonised to embrace colonial culture and the eco-
nomic framework of the colonial power. In a nutshell,
“the most potent weapon in the hands of the [coloniser]
is the mind of the [colonised]’. Once the colonised em-
brace the value system of the coloniser, the crude form
of colonialism can be abolished. It is then replaced with
neo-colonialism.

Unlike colonialism, neo-colonialism enjoys the legitima-
cy of the unsuspecting masses. The majority of the peo-
ple would have voted for the neo-colonial government.
The government is run by the indigenous people for all
the people in the country.

The neo-colonial leaders would continue with the eco-
nomic agenda that was dominant under colonialism.

The difference is that under colonialism, Africans were
forced to advance the economic interests of their coloni-
al masters, whereas in neo-colonialism the neo-colonial
leaders continue to embark on economic and social pro-
grams that are against the interests of the indigenous
people without being forced by the colonial masters.
They would argue for certain clauses in the Constitution
to be declared sacred. For instance, they would argue
that the Constitution should protect property rights.
This means that the land that was stolen during colonial
conquest would remain safe and protected in the hands
of those who benefited from the land theft.

African leaders in a neo-colonial dispensation behave
like they have been hypnotised and bewitched. They
would join the chorus of people who are against radical
land reform programmes meant to transfer the land to
the African majority with racism-poisoned arguments
that Africans would not be able to farm the land. They
forget that Africans used to engage in all sorts of farm-
ing long before the arrival of European settlers.

These “colonised” leaders would continue the colonial
legacy of exporting raw minerals to Europe as was the
case under colonialism. In fact, they would go on inter-
national tours pleading for foreign investment. They
cannot see their countries prospering without the assis-
tance of the former colonial powers.

In some worst cases, these European-controlled pup-
pets conspire with the colonial powers and use violence
to unseat popular governments, which distinguished
themselves by working towards the eradication of the
colonial legacy.

Many neo-colonial regimes run stable administration
partly because they get support from the colonial pow-
ers. The colonial powers are comfortable with their
puppets because they (puppets) do not threaten the in-
terests of colonialism and imperialism.

The struggle to defeat neo-colonialism is fundamental to
the liberatory efforts of AZAPO. This is because
AZAPO’s main mission is to liberate the mind of the
Black man and woman in order to empower them to
confront and eradicate all forms of economic exploita-
tion and political oppression. Once the mind is free, the
Black man and woman would determine their own des-
tiny.
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The violence, looting and destruction of property and
infrastructure in Mahikeng last week were unfortu-
nate. Like in the other Provinces, there is no doubt
that there is poor service delivery and corruption in
the North West. The people are justified to take to the
streets and protest against corruption and lack of ser-
vice delivery.

AZAPO cadres joined the protests with the objective of
giving direction to the masses to not lose focus of the
targets of the protest action, which were mainly poor
service delivery and the call for Premier Supra Ma-
humapelo to step down. Public property should not
have been objects upon which the residents vented
their anger because those properties are at the service
of the people.

AZAPO North West Provincial Chairperson Dr Thabo
Bapela made it clear in the radio interviews that it
would not advance the struggles of the people to burn
public buildings like schools and clinics. He expressed
disappointment at the insensitivity of the ruling ANC
to the cries of the people by keeping and defending a
Premier they know full well that he is to no good.

What has become clear is that the voter must wake up
and punish corrupt politicians and political parties
with the vote.

AZAPO condemns in the strongest terms possible the
trigger-happy police that shot 17-year old Kitlano
Leeuw with live ammunition as reported in the vari-

ous news outlets. It became clear that the ruling party
inherited the apartheid structures and attitude when
the police shot with rubber bullets Anna who was
weeping over the lifeless body of her son.

AZAPO wants to reiterate its demand for the scrap-
ping of the provincial legislatures and provincial gov-
ernments as they are mere expensive gatekeepers that
unnecessarily prolong the service delivery chain.
AZAPO will not rest until these redundant structures
are abolished.

The abolishing of the Provincial Governments should
go with the scrapping of the existing electoral system
and its replacement with a more people-centred sys-
tem that will allow voters to elect and recall public
representatives at all levels.

When the voters in a municipality and/or the province
are not satisfied with the level of service they receive

VOTERS SHOULD SPEAK THROUGH THEIR VOTE
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from their directly elected public representative(s),
the Municipal Electoral Officer (MEO) at local level or
Provincial Electoral Officer (PEO) at provincial level
and the Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) at National level
should facilitate the initiation of a Referendum to
determine if the affected public representative (e.g.
Councillor, Mayor, MPL or MP) should be recalled.

AZAPO will engage on a community outreach pro-
gramme to obtain feedback on the modalities with
regard to the implementation of the Referendum.
The issues to consider are the frequency of the Refer-
endum, the process to determine the threshold in a
ward, municipality or national level for the initiation
of that Referendum.

AZAPO believes that the recycling or redeployment
of failed and corrupt Public Representative in the
Municipalities, Provincial Legislature, National Coun-
cil of Provinces and National Assembly reveals the
uncaring attitude of the political parties to the devel-
opment of our people.

The unfolding protests are a vindication of AZAPO’s
long-held position that too many levels of govern-
ments and duplication of departments and functions
do not add any value to the life of an ordinary citizen.
The duplicated departments and functions are de-
signed to create employment for the cadres of the
ruling party and the relatives of the corrupt politi-
cians. Unfortunately, this unnecessary duplication
consumes human and financial resources that could
have been deployed elsewhere to benefit ordinary
citizens.

AZAPO IS THE TRUTH

This Saturday, April 28, the Azanian People’s Organi-
sation (AZAPO) will celebrate its 40th anniversary.
AZAPO was formed in 1978, a year after the apart-
heid regime banned 18 Black Consciousness organi-
sations, including the BC flagbearer of the time, the
Black People’s Convention (BPC). AZAPO is the un-
questionable heir of the legacy of BPC and SASO, the
BCM pioneer organisation that was founded 50 years
ago.

AZAPO remains a Liberation Movement. AZAPO’s
historical mission - the liberation of Black people
from any form of colonial rule; the restoration of
land to Black people; the restoration of Black peo-
ple’s dignity; the restoration of the economy back to
the ownership and control of Black people and the
end of all forms of political oppression, economic
exploitation and social degradation – is still to be ful-
filled.

AZAPO is continuing with the struggle waged by our
forebears such as Hintsa, Makana, Cetshwayo, Din-
gane, Sekhukhune, Makhado and many others who
did their best to try to resist the invasion of our Aza-
nia by European settlers. They lost the war and
Black people were dispossessed of their land.

Some critics might ask why do we insist on calling
AZAPO a Liberation Movement after April 27 1994.
They may say that 1994 ushered in democracy and
freedom. They are partly right. We now live in a
Constitutional Democracy. We indeed have political
freedom. But liberation is not just about the right of
people to vote. Real freedom is economic. Real free-
dom is ownership of the land. As we speak, Black
people still do not have their land back. Freedom
without land back is not complete. Freedom without
economic power is actually meaningless. Black peo-
ple have become the powerless majority.

Amilcar Cabral teaches us that “national liberation
takes place when, and only when, national produc-
tive forces are completely free of all kinds of foreign
domination”. We know that our instruments to cre-
ate wealth, and that wealth itself, is still largely
owned and controlled by foreigners and white peo-

ple.
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On the other hand, political charlatans have ques-
tioned the relevance of AZAPO. They have asked if
AZAPO can be a real alternative to the ruling party.
Let us put the record straight. AZAPO can never be an
alternative to any other party. AZAPO is the truth.
There is no alternative to the truth. The truth is the
truth.

In 1994 when everybody was trapped in the election
euphoria, AZAPO warned that the 1994 project was
not initiated by Black people, and that the white mi-
nority regime had concocted a sophisticated plan to
give fake freedom to the Black majority by allowing
them to have the vote but without the transfer of land
and economic power to Black people. In essence,
1994 was a project that aborted the Azanian Revolu-
tion.

AZAPO was accused of being party-spoilers when we
warned Black people not to participate in those sham
elections of 1994 in that they would not deliver the
real liberation that our people had been fighting for
since the arrival of Jan van Riebeeck and his Dutch
settlers way back in 1652.

AZAPO is the voice of Black people. AZAPO stands for
self-determination. We believe that Black people are
their own liberators. We are of the view that freedom
is so sacred that it cannot be outsourced.

AZAPO is the custodian of Black Consciousness and
Steve Biko. The weapon of BC asserts that Black peo-
ple need to become their own liberators and chart
their own destiny without any reference to other peo-
ple.

WE NEED TO HONOUR BLACK LIFE

Imagine the following: Grown up men and women
walk into a hospital ward. But this is not just any
ward, it is a ward of infants, most of whom were born
prematurely. These adults then forcefully evict nurs-
es who were looking after these innocent yet vulnera-
ble babies from the ward, insisting that nobody
should be allowed to look after these infants. A scene

from a horror movie, right? Not at all. This is what
happened in a North West hospital when health
workers went on a strike to demand better working
conditions.

As a party that champions the interest of the Black
working class, AZAPO supports workers in their
struggle for better pay and better working conditions.
However, the total disregard for human life, especial-
ly for such vulnerable babies cannot go unchallenged.

What kind of a parent threatens a life of an innocent
baby? What justification does anyone has to embark
on an action that will result in the death of a baby?
The crude display of total disrespect of human life
undermines the genuine struggle of the workers for
better working conditions.

There is a revolutionary need for political activists to
conduct self-introspection. When some protest ac-
tions are embarked on, some political elements derail
the direction of these politically necessary activities.
They therefore end up being destructive. They litter
the streets; they vandalise shops; they loot anything
that they can lay their hands on, including fruits and
vegetables sold by the down-trodden elderly women
who work as hawkers.
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As AZAPO, we are of the view that some of our people
have internalised the dehumanising tendencies that
were meted out to them by the apartheid regime. Of-
ten, the apartheid system treated Black people as sub
-humans, and Black people developed an unconscious
lack of respect for black life. That is why it is so easy
for some among us to murder another Black person
simply because we want her cellphone.

It has become common for people who refuse to join
the strike or the proposed protest action to become
victims of violence perpetrated by the strikers. Some
have even been killed for refusing to join the strike.

Our call as AZAPO is that black people should em-
brace the values of the Black Consciousness philoso-
phy. If they do that, they will love themselves and
their people. They will develop such an undying love
for each other that it would be unthinkable for any of
them to want to threaten an innocent Black baby.

Unless our people embrace BC, we will continue to be 
a threat to ourselves and our babies.

BLACK WORKERS ARE ENTITLED 
TO A NATIONAL LIVING WAGE

South Africa is known to be amongst the top three
most unequal countries in the world. It is a country
characterised mostly by a high rate of poverty, ine-
quality and unemployment. The main reasons for
poverty and inequality are lack of access to resources
such as land, education and employment opportuni-
ties.

Accordingly, and as an organisation of Black people,
AZAPO joined the workers march organised by
SAFTU on 25 April 2018 in the various Provinces.
The workers march rejected the slave National Mini-
mum Wage imposed by the ANC-led government.

Statistics South Africa’s Report on Poverty Trends in
South Africa between 2006 and 2015 revealed an in-
crease in poverty levels:

“When applying the upper-bound poverty line 
(R992 per person per month (pppm) in

2015 prices), we see that more than one out
of every two South Africans were poor in
2015, with the poverty headcount increasing
to 55,5% from a series low of 53,2% in 2011.
This translates into over 30,4 million South
Africans living in poverty in 2015.”

A disconcerting picture painted by this Report is the
significant disparity in poverty levels between popu-
lation groups and gender. Black females, children (17
years and younger), people from rural areas and
those with no education are the victims in the on-
going struggle against poverty. Without any excep-
tions, the people hard-hit by poverty are invariably
Black people regardless of gender. While the propor-
tion of other population groups is decreasing, Blacks
people’s poverty gaps continue to increase above the
national poverty gap based on the lower-bound pov-
erty line (LBPL) in 2011 and 2015.

The national unemployment figure of over 26.7%
(Quarterly Labour Report Survey, Quarter 4 of 2017)
adds insult to the injury of poverty and inequality.
This figure rises up to a shocking 36% when people
who have given up on looking for employment oppor-
tunities are included. Youth unemployment rate of
ages 25-34 sits at a staggering figure of 33.4%. An
expanded unemployment rate in this category sits at
42.8%. This simply means young men and women
aged between 25 and 34 years have given up on look-
ing for work and are idling in the streets. This type of
a situation can only contribute to a huge undesirable
pool that has limitless potential in breeding all sorts
of social ills.
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It is disheartening to further note that of those who
are employed, over 51% live on less than R1 036 per
month. Sadly, it is the majority of these adversely af-
fected people who have voted the government into
power and continue to keep it there.

The International Labour Organization (ILO) makes
provision in Article 3 of Minimum Wage Fixing Con-
vention of 1970 Number 131, that the elements to be
taken into consideration in determining the level of
minimum wages shall include the needs of workers
and their families, and economic factors.

AZAPO subscribes to and embraces the concept of
National Minimum Wages as one of the tools to elimi-
nate the scourges of poverty and inequality. However,
AZAPO believes that any discussion on National Mini-
mum Wage must take place within the context of the
abject poverty, extreme inequalities and the high un-
employment rate faced by the majority of Black fami-
lies. Once AZAPO takes that line, our language chang-
es from National Minimum Wage to the National Liv-
ing Wage.

Current studies by independent market researchers
and analysts demonstrate that the average pay of ex-
ecutives in all the JSE-listed companies is more than
R1 093,00 per hour on the lower quartile and over R3
000.00 per hour on the upper quartile. This infor-
mation is available in the Executive Directors: Practic-
es and Remuneration Trends Report, PWC, 9th edition,
July 2017, South Africa.

On the flipside, more than 50% of Azanian workers
earn below R3 400.00 per month – an insult, humili-

ation and a day light exploitation of workers.

The Cabinet’s approval of the National Minimum
Wage Bill heralds a blanket minimum payment struc-
ture of R11.00 per hour for employees of Extended
Public Works Programmes; R15.00 per hour for do-
mestic workers; R18 per hour for farmer workers and
R20.00 per hour for other workers. For the latter cat-
egory the wages translate into R3500.00 per month
for a 40 hour working week.

There is little hope that a National Living Wage can
ever be implemented by the ANC-led government that
is responsible for the Marikana Massacre of 16 August
2012, which claimed the lives of innocent workers
whose sin was to demand a mere wage of R72.00 per
hour.

AZAPO calls for a decent wage for workers. We firmly
believe that land distribution to the rightful owners
and labour market activities in agriculture, construc-
tion, manufacturing and mining are paramount to the
total eradication of poverty and the restoration of the
dignity of the indigenous owners of the land. We fur-
ther reiterate our historic position that education re-
mains fundamental in addressing poverty, inequality
and unemployment.
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This week, workers of the world celebrated May Day
in their various countries. Here in semi-occupied Aza-
nia (semi-occupied because while we have political
freedom and a black led-government, we still have not
attained our economic freedom and real freedom is
the repossession of land, its resources and economic
emancipation) workers held rallies throughout the
country.

The workers raised various issues that affect them.
Some of these include the proposed minimum wage,
the issue of labour brokers, the endless retrench-
ments, the casualisation of labour and the declining
working conditions in general.

But by far, the biggest problem facing the working
class in this country is lack of employment. This is
why there is a growing chorus by some people that
before we start to focus on the quality of the jobs, we
should first create jobs, even if these are low paying
jobs. Their argument is that it is better to work and
earn little than not to work at all. Their message is
clear and simple: the worst form of exploitation is not
to be exploited at all.

Little wonder that we see people at street corners
waiting to jump into the back of a bakkie of any poten-
tial employer without even asking how much they
would be paid. High levels of poverty and hunger
have conspired to make people so desperate that they
are prepared to do any work for very little pay.

The other contributing factor to higher unemploy-
ment is technology. There are many jobs that have
been rendered redundant because of robotics and ar-
tificial intelligence. For instance, in some developed

countries, petrol attendants have disappeared and
have been replaced by machines. It gets worse. In the
mining industry, there are strong moves to invest in
modern technology to reduce labour costs and elimi-
nate the possibility of a strike. It is the same trend in
the car industry and other labour intensive opera-
tions.

These factors are driven partly by effects of globalisa-
tion. Countries are trying to be competitive by push-
ing the cost of labour down. It is that simple. Those
companies that are able to produce quality goods and
services at the cheapest price will survive; and those
who do not, will close down.

GLOBALISATION, TECHNOLOGY AND JOBS
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In our country, we have the added burden that we
are still emerging from apartheid and settler-
colonialism. Workers, rightly so, expect their lot to
change for the better. But they see the reverse of
some of the benefits that workers had under the pro-
tectionist policies under apartheid.

As AZAPO we continue to insist on telling no lies and
claiming no easy victories. Many of the promises
that the unions are making to the working class will
not be met because the unions control very few of
the variables in the job creation equation.

In the short term, the tough truth that we should
begin to embrace as a country is that we will need to
sort out our education so that we produce more
skilled workers. We should also increase our pro-
ductive capacity and global competitiveness as a
country. Slogans of radical economic transformation
are not likely to create the desired jobs.

But in the long term, our vision for a free Azania is
better distribution of the country’s resources to the
majority of people. The state should be the custodi-
an of our natural resources such as mines so that
poor people can access basic needs such as educa-
tion, health and water for free. That way, the need
for higher wages would be reduced.

Let us use this period in May to reflect on how we
can effectively improve the quality of life of our peo-
ple. We have to be open, honest to one another be-
cause in the final analysis, our destiny is in our
hands.

ONE AZANIA, ONE NATION

Last month, a bus carrying workers of a Limpopo
mine was petrol-bombed resulting in the deaths of 6
people and the serious injuries of dozens others. Of-
ficially, the motive for the horror attack remains a
mystery, and those responsible are still at large.

Mine employees around Burgersfort have been sub-
jected to attacks by protesters who complain that the
mine management should employ local residents and
not “outsiders”. The resentment and open hatred

expressed by some members of the local communi-
ties to those who have been employed by the mines
is fuelled by lack of opportunities and unemploy-
ment.

Those in the forefront of the violent campaign to
force mine owners to employ local people believe
that they have more rights to benefit from the wealth
that the mines are generating because those mines
are operating from their land. They argue that often
the mining activities would pollute the area and its
water. People living next to mines sometime develop
lung diseases because of the pollution. The locals
argue that there has to be some compensation for
mining, and they believe that employment of the lo-
cals should be one such benefit of staying in a mining
area.

Local people are correct to demand that the commu-
nity should benefit from the wealth that has been
generated from the mine. But they should expand
the term “community” to include all Azanians (South
Africans). It is important to always remember that
Azania (South Africa) is a unitary state. Yes, we do
have provinces but we do not live in a federal state
but in a unitary state. We should therefore resist
with all the might that we can muster any attempts
by certain interest groups to fragment our country.

The natural wealth of the country indeed belongs to
the people of the country as a whole - all its citizens.
The most effective way of ensuring that the vast ma-
jority of the people benefit from the mines of the
country would be to ensure that the state take
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ownership of the mines. This does not mean that the
state must run a mine, but that the state should be-
come a major shareholder so that a percentage of the
profits of the mine goes to the revenues of the state
for investment in social spending such as health, edu-
cation, housing and better public infrastructure.

Just as people who live in the affluent suburb of
Sandton cannot insist that their tax should only be
used in Sandton, residents of villages around Burgers-
fort cannot insist that the wealth generated from
mines in their areas should only be used for their ex-
clusive benefit.

When we make the state the custodian of our collec-
tive wealth as a country, we enable the state to have
more resources to address the backlog in the provi-
sion of services and also to address the legacy of
apartheid.

We should be united by our nationhood and not be
divided on the basis of one’s proximity to a mine. The
petrol-bomb attack on the bus carrying workers is
just an illustration of the fact that the wealth of the
country is still in the hands of a few and that the ma-
jority of Black people are still trapped in poverty,
hence the desperation for jobs.

MEET THE PRESIDENT OF AZAPO

On the 40th year (2018) of AZAPO’s productive and
positive existence, AZAPO VOICE introduces Cde
Strike Thokoane – the incumbent AZAPO President.

In its 40 years of existence, having been the heir and
custodian of Black Consciousness Movement founded
in 1968, AZAPO has had about 12 Presidents. Cde
Thokoane is the 12th President. Others are Curtis
Nkondo, Nombulelo Kobus (now Mkefa), Khehla
Mthembu, Lybon Mabasa, Ishmael Mkhabela, Saths
Cooper, Nkosi Molala, Itumeleng Mosala, Pandelani
Nefolovhodwe, Mosibudi Mangena and Jake Dikobo.

Whatever explanation or excuse that can be offered,
but AZAPO will not be proud of the fact that there is

only one woman in those 12 Presidents.

President Thokoane was born in Soweto, Johannes-
burg, on the 10 August 1952. His leadership ability
revealed itself quite early in life. At the age of 6 he
was chosen to be the captain of the boy scouts group.

The President started schooling in 1960 at the Jabavu
East Community School in Rockville, and proceeded
to Isaacson Higher Primary School in 1963 where he
spent 4 years. In 1968 he entered high school at Mor-
ris Isaacson High School.

The President’s spiritual side saw him joining the Stu-
dent Christian Movement (SCM) in 1971 as an activist
and a preacher. This project took him to various
countries like Lesotho and Swaziland. He also trav-
elled the length and breadth of Azania in that capaci-
ty.

In 1972 he registered at Orlando High School where
he matriculated in 1973. That educational progres-
sion qualified him to work as a mathematics and
physics teacher at Musi High School in 1974. The
President enrolled at the University of the North
(Turfloop) for a science degree in 1975. His studies
were interrupted in June 1976 when he was detained
by the apartheid security police for activities related
to the June 16 Uprisings.
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Following the Turfloop University student boycotts of
1972, the President got in touch with the BC students
who came to his school to explain their activities.
This was how the President joined the BC-aligned
South African Students Movement (SASM) and en-
gaged with the teachings of Onkgopotse Ramothibi
Tiro who had been expelled from Turfloop in 1972.
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The assassination of Tiro is one tragic event that an-
chored the President in the Black Consciousness phi-
losophy and the political activities in Azania. When
he later enrolled at Turfloop in 1975, the President
became a member of SASO – a pioneer organisation of
the BCM.

At the height of the June 16 Uprisings, the President
left Azania for exile in 1976 and settled in Botswana.
In the years 1976–1980, he was instrumental in the
formation of the exiled Black Consciousness Move-
ment of Azania (BCMA). He served as a member of
the Constitutional Committee, and got elected at the
1980 Founding Congress.

The President played a pivotal role in the consolida-
tion and intensification of the armed activities of the
BCM, which started as early as 1973. That consolida-
tion resulted in a 1980 resolution to execute armed
struggle under the name and body of the Azanian Na-
tional Liberation Army (AZANLA). He became in-
volved in its activities as an operative and established
military bases inside the country where they trained
military recruits.

His 1989 election into the BCMA Central Committee
as the Secretary for Internal Affairs, positioned him to
spend time inside Azania in pursuit of underground
activities.

At the 1994 AZAPO-BCMA Merger Congress, he was
elected the National Organiser of AZAPO. He served
in various other positions that included Secretary
General and Deputy President before he was elected
President at the 2017 May AZAPO Congress.

All eyes are on him as he builds AZAPO and setting it
on the road to restore the political might of the BCM,
and leads the resurgence of BC in the mode of Steve
Biko’s legacy.

EXILES
By Don Mattera

Azanian exiles
weeping against the moon,
traversing the shores of strange lands 
standing attention to foreign flags
alienated, tolerated nomads 
sleeping in cars, park benches 
or dining with kings,

I pine for you
with longing that eats my spirit, 
tears out my eyes

Hearts reaching out
across the dark distances
where emotions are imprisoned 
in the breast

voices crying where others are silent

I hunger for the fire-glow 
of your comradeship, and
though our graves have long been dug out 
we smile at death

What some men call beauty 
we call pain
home is no longer home 
but a cemetery
for unlived, unrealised dreams
where children seek shade 
under trees of dead bones

By the river 
by the sea

my soul awaits your home-coming

I am not estranged 
from your anguish 
you who weep 
against the moon
and make your bed 
on bramble bush,

I pine for you
with longing that eats my eyes 
and tears out my spirit

The legendary poet and author Dr Don Mattera paints a picture of
the life of an Azanian Exile from his Azanian Love Song. This is the
life of sacrifice and selflessness that Azanian warriors lived in dis-
tant lands for our sake. The Azanians who pursued the liberation
struggle inside the country faced constant harassment, disappear-
ance and death. Sometimes we take the present political life for
granted. Pause and reflect on the life Mattera has painted.
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When the architects of the so-called “new South Afri-
ca” were crafting the new political dispensation, they
did not have the system of Provincial Governments in
mind. The decision to introduce Provinces was taken
to appease the Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP), which
had wanted a special deal for Zulu King Zwelithini.
The IFP had insisted that the Zulu kingdom should be
recognised in the new dispensation. In order to ad-
dress this concern, which was putting the entire sell-
out settlement in jeopardy, the negotiators cleverly
came up with a plan of Provinces. They drew 9 Prov-
inces as we know them today.

The 9 Provinces have Provincial Legislatures. But to
be blunt, these legislatures serve no purpose. There is
the National Assembly that is the country’s legislative
assembly. Laws are developed and passed in the na-
tional Parliament. Does this mean that Provinces do
not play any useful role at all? No, they do. Provinces
are a creative employment scheme for politicians.
They create another layer of political authority. In ad-
dition to creating employment for the politicians, the
powers that be create artificial departments at huge
cost of the state and tax payers.

All the national departments, except for the Defence
Force, are duplicated in the Provinces. The Provinces
have huge budgets that run into billions of rands. But
they do not really have sources of revenue, save for a
few such as gambling boards. Provinces get alloca-
tions from National Treasury, and distribute the funds
to the various departments.

What is happening in the North West Province is a
clear proof that the country does not need Provincial
Governments. The health services in that Province
have collapsed, and the national government has tak-
en over the administration of health in that Province.
It is not for the first time that a provincial department
is placed under administration by the national govern-
ment. A few years ago, several Limpopo departments
were placed under administration due to a state of
collapse of services and corruption.

Those who are benefiting from the duplication of the
departments will obviously oppose a move to remove
the Provincial Governments. But in truth, they serve
no purpose. The Provincial Governments should be
replaced by simple Administrations – not govern-
ments. The resources saved by the abolition of Pro-
vincial Governments should be channelled to the
strengthening of Local Governments that will deliver
basic services to the people.

NORTH-WEST IS PROOF THAT SOUTH AFRICA 
DOESN’T NEED PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS
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As we see North West burning and people complain-
ing about the collapse of service delivery, we should
not forget that the Provinces were just a sellout com-
promise, and not a planned development design.

It is time that the long-held policy position of AZAPO
on the removal of the second tier of government - the
provinces - should be seriously discussed. They are
too expensive but without any real benefit to the
people except as an employment agency and corrup-
tion platform for the elite.

WE ARE TOO EAGER TO CHEER

Last week gold mining companies agreed to pay min-
ers who had contracted silicosis and tuberculosis
while working as miners in a settlement designed to
avoid a pending class action by the victims of the
mining activities in South Africa since the 1960s.

The mining companies set aside about R5 billion to
fund the claims. In terms of the agreement, former
miners who can prove that that they acquired the
diseases would qualify for compensation of between
R70 000 and R500 000. As expected, the main-
stream media showered the mining companies with
boundless accolades for the “amazing gesture of
goodwill”. How thoughtful!

As a revolutionary party, our duty as AZAPO is not to
take things on face value. We need to look more
closely and understand the deeper meaning of each
development. The first point to make is that the so
called settlement offer was not an act of atonement
by the mining companies. The mining companies
were pre-empting a class court action that had al-
ready been filed. They decided to be proactive to
avoid a long and protracted battle whose outcome
could have crippled an industry that is going through
a crisis. So they decided to offer a settlement, and in
the process scored a huge public relations exercise.

Flowing from this settlement, perhaps this is the
right time to confront the elephant in the room.
When will companies that benefited from apartheid
and from cheap labour provided by Africans atone

for their evils? At the height of apartheid repression,
the broad Liberation Movement, including AZAPO
that was in the forefront of the Cultural and Econom-
ic Boycott, called for multi-national companies to
disinvest from South Africa. A few international
companies left. But in most cases, the call to impose
economic sanctions and to isolate the apartheid re-
gime fell on deaf ears.

The apartheid state machinery was propped up by
many companies that benefited from apartheid. The
close collaboration of those business and the apart-
heid regime made it possible for the regime to hunt
down freedom fighters and to suppress our collec-
tive quest for freedom and liberation. Apartheid was
declared a crime against humanity by the United Na-
tions. The World Council of Churches condemned it
as a heresy. It follows, therefore, that any company
that collaborated with the apartheid government
was an accomplice in the commission of a crime
against humanity.

The post-apartheid government is now saddled with
the burden of the apartheid legacy, which is not its
creation. Those that were the architects of that
apartheid legacy speak the loudest about the failure
of the black-led government to eradicate the legacy
of apartheid. In fact, if we did not know better, one
might even begin to think that it was the post-
apartheid government that robbed blacks of their
land and condemned blacks into the ghettoes and the
slums.
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Those who benefited from apartheid have been left
scot free. No atonement. No reparations. Nothing.
They even oppose the minimum wage of R20 an hour
for the poor workers. And the government endorses
such imposition of slavery.

As AZAPO we are calling for the opening of a debate
on reparations for the victims of apartheid. Those
businesses that benefited from apartheid at the ex-
pense of Black people should be made to pay. We
should debate the modalities of reparations, not the
merit.

The government can use the funds from the repara-
tions not on individuals but to address the legacy of
apartheid. We can have better schools, hospitals, wa-
ter, electricity and investment on infrastructure such
as roads and dams. The money can be used to eradi-
cate poverty and unemployment. The mining compa-
nies have showed us that it is the right thing to do. It
is the moral thing to do.

AZAPO CARES

On 9 May 2018 the AZAPO Eastern Cape leadership
paid a visit to Simpiwe “V12” Vetyeka who is lying at
the East London Frere Hospital after both his legs
broke following a hit and run accident in mid-April
this year. He has recently undergone an operation on
both his legs.

The Delegation was led by Anglican Reverend Zingis-
ile Zake, Chris Swepu and Lungelo Ketye.

Vetyeka is a South African professional boxer who is
the former WBA and IBO featherweight champion, as
well as IBO bantamweight champion.

In giving hope and support to Vetyeka, Rev Zake led
in prayer and read from the Bible Micah 7:8, “Do not
rejoice over me, my enemy! Though I have fallen, I
will stand up; though I sit in darkness, the LORD will
be my light”.

Cde Lungelo Ketye handed over a copy of Steve Biko’s

book I Write What I Like autographed by AZAPO Pres-
ident Strike Thokoane, while Cde Chris Swepu made a
few words that:

“AZAPO’s observation is that the South Afri-
can black sportspersons generally vanish
from the radar of wellbeing after they have
retired, and return to the life of poverty and
neglect until they meet their death where-
upon they become famous again with all the
public and government attention they re-
ceive”.

The leaders assured Vetyeka that AZAPO will initiate
separate meetings with the MEC for Sport, Recreation,
Arts and Culture as well the Boxing South Africa
board and raise, among others, the issues below:

• BSA and the Department of Sports must initiate a
medical aid and funeral scheme for Professional
boxers.

• The BSA and department of sports must mobilize
sponsors for South African Boxers especially
world champions. We call on corporate South Af-
rica to support boxers in the same way they sup-
port white athletes and rugby franchises.

• Boxing legends should be supported in forming
Cooperatives and be supported through targeted
work and business opportunities, in a similar
fashion to military veterans. Most former world
champions in EL are working as messenger driv-
ers and cleaners.

• Embassies must support our boxers when they go
and fight outside the country
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An emotional and teary Vetyeka expressed his disbe-
lief that there were people who still cared about Black
people who are down and forgotten. He said he was
at a loss for words. He however thanked AZAPO and
said that the visit gesture was worth more than a R1
billion gift.

AZAPO SALUTES THE GREAT 
BLACK THEOLOGIAN

AZAPO plays tribute to one of the foremost pioneers
of Black Theology and theoreticians of Black Con-
sciousness, Rev Prof James H Cone, who fell on 28
April 2018 at the age of 79. His death shocked the
world of revolutionaries who pursue the struggle
against white supremacy and for the restoration of
Black dignity in the world.

World-renowned scholar and author of Race Matters
Cornel West had this to say about his friend: “James
Cone was the theological giant and genius in our
midst! He was the greatest liberation theologian to
emerge in the American empire – and he never ever
sold out”.

On learning of Cone’s death, the President of the Un-
ion Theological Seminary Serene Jones said: “To say
his death leaves a void is a staggering understate-
ment. His prophetic voice, deep kindness, and fierce
commitment to black liberation embodied not just
the very best of our seminary, but of the theological
field as a whole and of American prophetic thought
and action”.

He is the author of seminal books like Black Theology
and Black Power (1969); A Black Theology of Libera-
tion (1970); God of the Oppressed (1975); The Cross
and the Lynching Tree (2011).

Unlike many theologians who sought to disengage
from saying and doing something about the socio-
economic problems and the white racism that affect-
ed Black people of the world, Cone denounced a neu-
tral theology as part of a conspiracy against Black
people. To him, God could not afford to be neutral in
the face of the hardships and the genocide generally
experienced by Black people in an anti-Black world.
God could not be colourless. He had to be Black and
be biased to Black People. He had to be a fighting and
struggling God on the side of Black people.

On Black Power, Cone said: “Black Power is the power
of black folks to make decision regarding their identi-
ty”. His view on God’s identity is that: “The search for
black identity is the search for God, for God’s identity
is black identity”. Then he gets blunt on God’s cultur-
al and political standpoint: “If God is not for us and
against white people, then he is a murderer, and we
had better kill him”.

In the Introduction to his book The Cross and the
Lynching Tree, he shows how Jesus died exactly the
same way Black people are murdered under the devil
spell of white supremacy: “Despite the obvious simi-
larities between Jesus’ death on a cross and the death
of thousands of black men and women strung up to
die on a lamppost or tree, relatively few people, apart
from black poets, novelists, and other reality-seeing
artists, have explored the symbolic connections”.
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Needless to say, Cone was quite influential in the de-
velopment of Black Theology in Azania. In Azania,
Black Theology became an important segment of the
Azanian Revolution through which the Black Con-
sciousness Movement (BCM) pursued the Spiritual
Liberation of the land-dispossessed and oppressed
Black people. It became an instrument through which
an interpretation of religion aligned to the liberatory
efforts of the Black people was achieved.

The Founding Father of the BCM, Steve Biko, cau-
tioned against making the understanding of religion
“the monopoly of so-called theologians”. As a revolu-
tionary activist, he defines “religion as nothing else
but what it is – i.e. a social institution attempting to
explain what cannot be scientifically known about the
origin and destiny of man…”

A number of the BCM militants pursued the Black
Theology scholarship, among whom are Sabelo “Son
of Man” Ntwasa, Basil More, Itumeleng Mosala and
Takatso Mofokeng.

AZAPO salutes our Son of the Soil in the Diaspora,
James H Cone. We salute him and thank him for his
contributions and giving Black Consciousness and
Black Power a global footprint.

YES I'M BLACK!
By Jermine Hodge

Yes I'm black, that doesn't mean I'm vulnerable to 
attack,
I'm just like you, a human, red blood, emotions and a
moving figure,
Why should you treat me like I'm about to pull a trig-
ger?
I didn't create sagging, I didn't create gang banging so 
why would you want to put the worst on me?
To get me jailed, tortured, and then to set me free?

My shadow is scared to walk beside me. Yes, because 
my shadow is black.
Walking to school to get my education, and they want 
to search my backpack.
It doesn’t matter how long you live, but the way you
live.
Having and living life is my greatest gift.

Are we recognized for what we have done? We will
surely be recognized if we walk the streets with a
gun.
People are scared to accept their ethnicity, 
Because the color of our skin decide our destiny.
But my destiny is to stay strong, and fight not physi-
cally but verbally.
I don't have to be Alfred Austin to develop words of 
wisdom and passion
But I can be another student who stands to speak his 
mind and let it free.

We are not perfect; we all have done wrong at times 
We all don’t shine, but when we spot success we will 
surely climb
Getting an education to make legal dine is a no for 
them, they prefer to see us do crime.

Our first step as [blacks] is to have a respectful per-
sonality,
Pull up your pants and lets all face reality and under-
stand that a man can't ride your back unless it’s bent.
And for a bigger step we all shall repent.

Very often black teenager's face grazes the metal
fences and concrete walls, while being tortured by
cops
If you’re passing by and you’re black think again if 
you want to stop
You will have more finger print than you ever had in 
your paint book,
They will put charges on you that have occurred way 
before you were on earth.
They will throw you in jail, kick, spit and treat you 
like dirt.

This isn’t about the rhyme, because I would surely do 
it all the time.
But thank you if I have kept your attention.

Being black wasn’t a choice or intention 
I’m already black, there is no correction,
I will keep living up! No way my life will be a reces-
sion!
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On 13 May 2018 the world woke up to the sad news of
the death of the legendary photojournalist Masana
Sam Nzima who died at the age of 83 at a Nelspruit
hospital the previous night.

On 16 June 1976 he marched with the Black students
armed with a camera as part of his work as a journal-
ist of The World newspaper. As the white racist police
started shooting the unarmed Black students with live
ammunition, Nzima was shooting the brutal deeds of
the police with his live camera. He bought that small
Pentax camera with R180.00, and it took him the
whole year to pay for it.

That small and harmless camera shot the live embodi-
ment of Black Pain in the image of Makhubu Mbuyisa

running in his arms with a 13-year old dying Hector
Pieterson who had just been shot by the police. The
extent of the grief and gravity of the situation can be
seen on the twisted face of Mbuyisa, while Hector’s
sister Antoinette is running next to Mbuyisa crying
hysterically. A brave Nzima had the focus and calm to
shoot 6 pictures in succession amid the flying bullets
and crying and falling Black children.

Nzima told The Star in a 2014 interview that:

“A guy with a stick under his arm told the
schoolchildren he was giving them three
minutes to disperse. The defiant children be-
gan singing Nkosi Sikilel’ Afrika before all hell
broke loose as the man reached for his gun and
began shooting and shouting skiet. I saw Hec-
tor Pieterson fall down and Makhubo pick him
up. I ran to the scene and took the pictures.
Our press car was the nearest vehicle there
and they put him inside and took him to
Phefeni Clinic. But he was certified dead on
arrival.”

The apartheid police spotted Nzima and manhandled
him to confiscate the film, but they were too late be-
cause he had hidden the film in his sock. The then The
World editor Percy Qoboza took a bold decision to go
against the apartheid prohibitive laws and published
the image, which went viral in the world and gave Nzi-
ma instant fame.

THE MAN WHO FOREVER LOCKED THE JUNE 16 UPRISINGS IN A PICTURE
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That fame became notoriety to the white settler mi-
nority regime. Nzima lived under constant police
harassment, which resulted in him dropping his job
and relocating to the rural Lillydale in Bush-
buckridge in the then Eastern Transvaal, which is
now Mpumalanga.

Unfortunately for Nzima, the media establishment
refused to give him the copyright of the source of his
hardships. He fought hard for years until The Star
gave him the right in 1998 after the Independent
Newspapers Group bought the Argus Group.

AZAPO salutes Masina Sam Nzima for his bravery of
keeping heroism of Black militants alive for the fu-
ture generations. As the flagbearer of the Black Con-
sciousness Movement, AZAPO has continued to fight
against many political forces who seek to distort the
June 16 Uprisings and erase the overall leadership of
the BCM and Steve Biko.

When Biko was asked about the potency of Black
Consciousness philosophy, he answered in one word,
“Soweto’.

WHY DOES THE WORLD ALLOW 
THE SLAUGHTER OF THE PALES-

TINIANS TO CONTINUE?

The Jewish state of Israel celebrated its 70th birth-
day on May 14. It was on 14 May 1948 that David
Ben-Gurion of the Jewish Agency declared that for-
mation of Israel in what was then known as Pales-
tine. The new Jewish state was immediately recog-
nised by United States President Harry Truman.

The United States of America, which has been the
greatest supporter of the Jewish state, this week
opened its embassy in Jerusalem. By that move, the
US essentially recognised the “holy city” as the capi-
tal of Israel. The relocation of the US embassy from
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem was seen by the Palestinian
people as a declaration of war. The Palestinian peo-
ple, through their organisations such as the PLO and
Hamas have been waging a protracted struggle to
liberate their country from Israeli occupation and

establish a Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its 
capital.

It was to be expected that the Palestinian people
would protest against the relocation of the US em-
bassy to Jerusalem. Though not unexpected, the
world was shocked by the extent of the brutal re-
sponse by the blood-thirsty Israeli security forces.
They fired live ammunition at unarmed protestors,
killing at least 65 people. More than 2 500 people
were wounded after they were attacked by the secu-
rity forces.

Shocked by the naked brutality of the Israeli security
forces, the South African government decided to
withdraw its ambassador to Israel with immediate
effect.

What is most worrying is not that Israel has un-
leashed its brute force on civilians who were de-
manding their right to be free. No. It has been the
standard response of the Israelis to suppress any
aspiration for self-determination of the Palestinian
people. What should worry us is the fact that the
world is silent as this slaughter continues.
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Since its formation in 1948, Israel has been engaged
in land grabs of more Palestinian territories. The
world seems to ignore a simple fact – the situation in
Palestine is essentially that of land occupation by the
Israelis who are supported by the US.

The timing of US right wing Donald Trump to go
against international law and unilaterally deliver Je-
rusalem to the forces of Zionism has everything to do
with his scandals and dwindling popularity ratings in
the domestic front. Like all the US imperialist leaders
do when they are losing political ground at home,
Trump has used a strategy of diverting attention
away from his scandals and incompetent leadership
by wreaking havoc in the world.

However, the hawks in Israel fail to appreciate one
simple fact. No amount of force, no matter how bru-
tal, is potent enough to suppress the quest of the peo-
ple for freedom and liberation. The violence meted
out on civilians will only serve to reproduce fearless
revolutionaries who will be ready to sacrifice their
lives for the liberation of their people. There can nev-
er be lasting peace without justice.

ABC OF IMPERIALISM

The word “imperialism” is derived from the Latin
word “imperium”, which means “to rule over”. Impe-
rialism is a system whereby another country uses
various means such as colonialism, economic power
or even war to rule over another country.

Imperialism has also been described as the highest
form of capitalism. In other words, when capitalism

has reached maturity in the domestic market, it
spreads to other countries to create bigger markets.
Through various instruments to manipulate and dom-
inate the economy of the colonised country, such as
the currency and unfair trade regime, imperialist
countries manage to rule over the so-called develop-
ing countries.

Examples of leading imperialist nations include the
United States of America, United Kingdom, France,
Germany and Japan. These countries use their eco-
nomic muscles to dominate other countries. Many
African countries, including our own, are victims of
imperialism - a system that maintains the market and
political dominance of super-power countries on
many countries, especially those in the developing
world.

Under imperialism, the imperialist countries acquire
raw but valuable commodities from the colonised or
the developing countries at extremely cheaper prices,
sometimes for free as the companies that are involved
in the extraction of those natural resources would be
owned by these imperialist countries.

Because the imperialist countries have their econo-
mies subsidised by the natural resources from the
developing countries mainly in Africa and Latin
America, the living standards in the imperialist coun-
tries are much higher than in the developing coun-
tries. The disparity in the living standards is another
factor that fuels imperialism. Highly skilled profession-
als in Africa are attracted to the imperialist countries.
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African countries spend billions of dollars educating
professionals such as medical doctors, engineers and
accountants only to lose them at their prime because
the imperialist would dangle thicker carrots of better
pay and better living conditions. That is called brain
drain.

The exodus of skilled professionals contributes huge-
ly in keeping many African countries under-
developed because those who are supposed to lead
the industrial revolutions have left the African conti-
nent to advance the economic interests of other coun-
tries.

The business saying that states “the customer is al-
ways right” is not true all the time. True. There are
times when the customer can be not just wrong but
actually reckless too.

In the realm of politics, the voters are to political par-
ties what customers are to business enterprises. Like
business enterprises, political parties are trying their
best to attract more voters, almost at all costs. In this
desperate pursuit of voters, political parties often
blame everybody for everything but not the voters.
Political parties often turn a blind eye to all the
dreadful things that voters do. It is seen as political
suicide to take a firm position against what is obvi-
ously a wrong decision by the voters.

Imperialist countries have perfected the art of rob-
bing Africa of its human resources. During slavery,
these countries – mainly America and Britain - were
in the forefront of hunting down the best and strong-
est of the African human resources and shipped them
off to the Americas and to Europe. These days, these
countries do not have to hunt the best Africans down.
They just dangle a thick carrot of a better life and our
people would apply for the green card and other
forms of citizenships. The imperialist system is tai-
lored in such a way that it selects only the best and
most skilled among us.

In order to self-preserve, imperialism also start and
ferment wars among the Africans. African countries
with rich minerals and other natural resources attract
more attention for destabilisation by imperialism.

Little wonder that the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo and Angola have never known peace.

We must share this information so that we can under-
stand that our poverty as Africans is not an accident
of history but a planned outcome by the foreign super
powers. But again, as Steve Biko told us, “the most
potent weapon in the hands of the oppressor is the
mind of the oppressed”. That is why we can no long-
er postpone the mental liberation of the Black people.

VOTERS CAN BE WRONG
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To keep the argument simple. Let us be specific. We
live in a democratic order. People are free to vote for
a party of their choice. Granted, our democracy is not
perfect but there is free political activity and any par-
ty can contest election. Parties present their election
manifestos and presumably get elected on the basis of
what they promise the electorate. If they fail to deliv-
er, voters can choose to vote the ruling party out of
power by voting another party.

This is how things should work in a democracy. But
in our case, this is more of a theory than the reality.
Many of the voting public appear to be married to the
ruling party. They seem to have taken the “for better
or for worse” vows when it comes to their political
allegiance. They are so loyal to one party that when
they are not happy with their party, they proudly de-
clare that they would not vote at all.

But that is not all. There is now evidence that the rul-
ing party, even by its own admission, has largely
failed to deliver on the promise of land. After four
elections of voting for the same party, and getting the
same poor results on the delivery of land to the land-
less Black people, what do the Black voters do?

During elections, they still vote for the ruling par-
ty. And now that they are convinced that the ruling
party is not delivering on land, they resort to occupy-
ing the land for housing purposes by force. It does not
make political sense to vote for a political party that
has no political will to Repossess the Land, and still
expect the same party to deliver the land to the peo-
ple by means of Expropriation Without Compensa-

tion. It will not happen beyond the empty promises to
hypnotise the electorate to vote to retain the ruling
party in power.

As AZAPO, we have resisted the temptation of telling
voters what they may want to hear but told them the
truth. The simple truth is that voters have the power
to change their lives. They can use their vote to vote
for another party that will deliver on land. Voters
should not keep on doing the same thing and hoping
for different results. It is about time voters take re-
sponsibility for their voting.

AZAPO stands for Land Repossession, and views Ex-
propriation Without Compensation as merely one of
the strategies to effect gradual Land Repossession
where a radical and revolutionary takeover of state
power did not materialise.
The Black Consciousness Movement has held this po-
sition for the past 50 years. Every square kilometre of
the Azanian Land belongs to the Azanian People. That
land includes the land beneath the surface; the air
above the land; and the seas surrounding the Azanian
Land.

As AZAPO, we choose to be honest and tell the voters
the truth. If the voters vote into power a party that is
opposed to Land Repossession; and a party that pur-
sues an economic policy that lacks diversity beyond
depending on digging and selling raw minerals; an
economy based on that strategy is likely to be nega-
tively affected by land struggles geared at forcefully
occupying land. Why should the voters condemn
themselves and the country to such a vicious cycle of
voting for an anti-Land Repossession party, while
they forcefully occupy land against the wishes of the
ruling party? Why don't the voters vote once and for
all for a pro-Land Repossession revolutionary party
and avoid the futile act of imposing an obstacle that
they struggle against for their entire lives?

A liberation organisation needs the voters to entrust
it with state power to be able to install an economic
system that will welcome the Land Repossession that
our forebears fought for in the past hundreds of
years.
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On 25 May 1963, 32 Afrikan countries converged to
form the Organisation of African Unity (OAU). At its
summit held in Lusaka, Zambia, on May 25 2001, the
OAU dissolved to become the African Union (AU).

For more than 50 years, 25 May has been observed
and celebrated as Afrika Day in many countries includ-
ing Azania. The OAU, through its Liberation Commit-
tee, supported the Liberation Movements in the Conti-
nent as the quest for freedom and independence
against colonial rule.

While the OAU provided critical support to other com-
ponents of the liberation movement in Azania, it sadly
refused to recognise the Black Consciousness Move-
ment of Azania (BCMA), the exiled wing of the Black

Consciousness Movement, which operated as AZAPO 
in occupied Azania.

The OAU’s founding fathers, such as Kwame Nkrumah
of Ghana, Julius Nyerere of Tanzania, Sekou Toure of
Guinea and Madibo Keita of Mali, had a vision of a
united Afrika free from colonial bondage and imperial-
ist domination.

They believed that Afrika would never be really free
until the entire Continent had attained political free-
dom. The vision for a free Afrika has largely been real-
ised, save for Western Sahara which is still to get its
independence from Morocco.

While European settlers had invaded Afrika as early as
1652 when Jan van Riebeeck landed on the Cape, colo-
nialism on the Continent was entrenched in 1845 at
the Berlin Conference where European powers decid-
ed to cut up Afrika among themselves. The major ben-
eficiaries of this Divide and Rule strategy that saw Af-
rika being divided in Anglophone and Francophone
were Britain and France. Of course, there were other
beneficiaries such as Germany and Portugal.

The colonial powers understood that they had a better
chance of dominating Afrika if Afrika was divided. Our
founding fathers also understood this, and that is why
they resolved to form the OAU. They wanted to unite
Afrika so that we could stand together against coloni-
alism and imperialism.

AFRIKA DAY - A PLATFORM TO FIGHT NEOCOLONIALISM
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Colonialists know that the most effective way of con-
tinuing with the plunder of our resources would be
to create instability and mayhem in post-colonial Af-
rika – a political condition that AZAPO generally
characterises as neo-colonialism. The invasion of
Libya in 2011 is one example of how the colonial
powers keep Afrika under-developed. Under the
guise of promoting democracy, western countries
violently invaded Libya and removed and murdered
the leader of the Libyan Revolution Colonel Muam-
mar Gaddafi. Today Libya is one of the most unsta-
ble countries in the world; creating a conducive envi-
ronment for the country’s resources to be looted.

As we celebrate Afrika Day, we should pause and re-
flect on the condition of Afrikans throughout the
Continent. We must accept that we are the authors
of our own destiny, and that Afrika will only develop
to the extent that we ourselves work towards its de-
velopment. We need to eradicate greed and igno-
rance that make us to turn against each other and
make us easy targets for exploitation by modern day
colonisers – imperialists. Put differently, the fighting
masses of the Continent need to realise that the
struggle against neo-colonialism continues. The Afri-
kan masses need to unite beyond the artificial bor-
ders created by colonialism and strive towards total
liberation of the Continent.

As our founding fathers realised, our freedom as Af-
rikans is intertwined. No single Afrikan country can
really be an island of peace and prosperity unless the
Continent as a whole enjoys stability and economic
progress.

AZAPO ON THE RISE!

As Black Consciousness is enjoying an amazing surge
in the activism and discourse of the Azanian masses,
AZAPO is experiencing a swell in its ranks with a
number of Black people identifying AZAPO as their
political home. This migration by Black people to-
wards AZAPO has been driven mainly by their reali-
sation that the ruling party does not have their inter-
ests at heart.

Almost every  week AZAPO Branches are being

formed throughout the country. The mass media
does not see this development as newsworthy. Un-
derstandably, the Azanian masses may not be aware
of this productive development.

On 1 May 2018, the AZAPO Limpopo Province is one
of the AZAPO Provinces that held a massive Congress
to consolidate this surge in membership and struc-
tures. The political benefits derived from the ster-
ling community development work done by BC vet-
erans such as the late Dr Tshehla Hlahla were begin-
ning to show. Dr Hlahla was a peer of yet another
late AZAPO veteran Dr Abu Asvat. It is no wonder
that Dr Hlahla carried on with AZAPO’s community
work of providing free public healthcare to the poor
Black people in the villages and the townships.

The newly elected PEC members include veterans
like Chairperson Ngoako Moyaha, Deputy Chairper-
son Noko Mokwele, Secretary Tsoaledi Thobejane,
Organiser Tshepo Makgeta, Treasurer Select
Mphahlele, Publicity Secretary Mokotedi Radingoana
and Projects Coordinator Kedibone Tjale.

The Provinces of the Northern Cape and KwaZulu
Natal have also held their own Congresses where a
new leadership was elected. These Provinces are
Chaired by Cdes Gaopalelwe Motebe and Mfana Ne-
ne, respectively.

The common theme in all these three Provincial Con-
gresses is to rebuild AZAPO and position it as the
political organisation of choice because AZAPO is not
an alternative to other political parties, but it is the
truth. It is for that reason that AZAPO has retained
its Liberation Movement political character because
it is Not Yet Uhuru.
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The Land Question came up in all these Congresses.
AZAPO is concerned that the Land has now become a
chicken in everyone’s pot. It is being used as an elec-
tioneering ploy to fool the electorate into voting for
political parties that auctioned the Azanian Land to
the white settlers, thereby perpetuating their own
landlessness.

The immediate challenge of AZAPO is to “take” AZAPO
to the people. As it had always done, AZAPO must
champion the struggles of the Azanian masses. For
AZAPO to govern Azania, it has to be in the villages
and townships where our people dwell.

THE TIMELESS RELEVANCE OF 
BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS

One of the main historical missions of AZAPO is to
convert every Black person to be an adherent of Black
Consciousness. It may sound like we are political
chauvinists, but as we said on this platform before,
AZAPO is not an alternative political party. AZAPO is
the custodian of the truth. And there is only one
truth. Black people, whether they are aware of this
reality or not, need Black Consciousness. Period.

Why do we make this bold assertion? We state this
statement because it is the truth. The condition of
Black people, globally, will tell you that we desperate-
ly need BC. You may go to a country whose popula-
tion is 99% Caucasian, but you will find the menial
jobs such as sweeping the streets and collecting rub-
bish being performed by people of Afrikan origin.

Black people have been the main victims of the worst
forms of human’s cruelties to another such as slavery,
colonialism, capitalism an imperialism. These succes-
sive systems of political oppression and economic
exploitation have rendered an average Black person
to be a shell; to develop self-doubt and an inferiority
complex that renders them completely impotent.

Whereas the concept of “white” is associated with
words such as pure, uncontaminated, refined, hon-
ourable, upright, moral, righteous, irreproachable and
angelic, the word “black” is associated with terms

such as polluted, corrupt, immoral, sinful, devilish 
and barbarism.

Naturally, nobody wants to associate themselves with
bad things. This, in part, explains why many Black
people aspire to be white. While our definition of
beauty is essentially the description of a white per-
son’s features – light-skinned, long hair and pointed
nose – the opposite is also true. “Black” is perceived
as ugly.

This mentality has done serious damage to many
Black people. Many of us have low self-esteem. Many
of us have been conditioned to believe that whites are
naturally superior to us. That is why we tend to rely
on white people to give us jobs; to educate our chil-
dren; to lead our struggles; to help us with our legal
issues; to give us health care and many other things.

It is impossible for Black people to attain self-
determination without first exploding the myth of
white superiority. BC is the only appropriate antidote
to white supremacy and white racism.

BC is also a critical ingredient to build national patri-
otism and international solidarity. It is BC that will
teach Black people that it is only them that can build a
country of our dream. BC will teach us to have pride
in what we do as public servants; as teachers in pub-
lic schools; as nurses in public hospitals; as doctors in
our own practices; as lawyers; as engineers and as
any professional.

BC is the theory and practice that will convince Black
people that we are not chickens, but eagles that
should fly high.
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WALKING OUT 
ON RUGBY RACISM

Rainbow hypocrites are still calling for calm and in-
vestigation before “blowing out of proportion” the
walking out on a live SuperSport TV rugby pro-
gramme by former Springbok star and rugby analyst
Ashwin Willemse after protesting against his white
colleagues Nick Mallet and Naas Botha that he would
not be “patronised by two individuals who played rug-
by in an apartheid, segregated era”.

The former Black Springbok Willemse protested
against being referred to as a “quota player”, a term
abused to undermine Black rugby players who made it
to the “whites only” Springbok team. The connotation
by white racists is that such a Black player would not
have been selected on merit, but on a political scheme
basis.

The first irony is that these white players forget that
they were selected ahead of Black players due to the
apartheid-created white quotas. In a sense, white
players are quota players. The second irony is that
most of these apartheid privileged white players, who
enjoyed structural advantages like access to heavily
state funded education and rugby infrastructure and
facilities right from kindergarten, were no match to
the naturally talented Black players from landless and
colonised background like Peter Mkhatha, Norman
Xhoxho, Themba Ludwaba, Zola Yeye and many oth-
ers.

Racism could not suppress the organic talents and in-
domitable spirit of the Black athletes who were deter-

mined, despite the constraints, to make a political
statement that they too were human beings who could
do anything that was doable by fellow human beings.

To be sure, when it comes to an allegation of racism,
which is an institutionalised crime against Black peo-
ple, in AZAPO’s court a racist has to be guilty until
proven innocent.

Thando Manana, a highly talented former Springbok
star who endured racism and humiliation during his
shortened stint with the Springboks, ended up writing
a book titled Being a Black Springbok: The Story of
Thando Manana. In an interview with Sport24 (27
October 2017), Manana details his story:

I felt it was a must to tell my story in order to
seek to inspire players who came before and
after me… When you open your lips and voice
an opinion you are seen as different. That is
what stopped me from playing more times for
the green and gold. But at least I spoke up for a
cause which I believe was the right one. I took
the fall, but for the right reasons. I spoke up
because I love the game and wanted a player
from the location to get the same respect and
opportunity as one that hails from an affluent
school with a rich rugby history… I could
have stuck it out, but I decided to be the one
that called for change so that black players can
be looked at in the same vein as their white
counterparts.

Granted this background, AZAPO calls on SuperSport
to take Mallet and Botha off the screen until the mat-
ter is properly addressed. Otherwise, Black subscrib-
ers should walk out on MultiChoice.
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In one of the previous editions, we described imperial-
ism as a system whereby one country uses various
means such as colonialism, economic power and even
war to rule over another country in order to advance
its economic interests.

Cultural imperialism is a system whereby a country
uses various means to enforce its cultural values and
dominate another country. While imperialism often
has a strong element of force or violence to secure
economic domination, cultural imperialism is more
deadly in that it takes a subtle form. Because it is sub-
tle, it is almost impossible to confront. It is a silent kill-
er. The dominated country is often not conscious of its
domination and may even unwittingly connive in its
domination.

But what is culture? Culture can be described as the
arts and other manifestation of human intellectual
achievement regarded collectively, or ideas, customs
and social behaviour of a particular people. Cultural
imperialism is when arts or customs of any human
activity of a particular society is used to dominate an-
other society. There is also an element of economic
benefits that the dominating country derive from the
dominated country.

Cultural imperialism may also manifest itself in terms
of language. A colonised people may adopt the lan-
guage of the coloniser and embrace it at the expense of
their own language. This phenomenon is quite preva-

lent in occupied Azania where Black people fight for
their children to be taught in English and are willing to
accept the demotion of their indigenous languages in
schools.

Cultural imperialism is a potent system for economic
subjugation. An example of this is the entertainment
industry. The American film industry dominates in
many countries. American productions flood the globe.
Because these American films are watched throughout
the world, these films not only generate billions of dol-
lars for the Americans but they are also used to export
American culture to the rest of the world.

ABC OF CULTURAL IMPERIALISM
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Poorer countries, including our own, are essentially
subsidizing American actors, film directors and other
people working in the film industry. American films
do not only dominate the big screens in our country
but also our television sets in our homes. Our people
are so accustomed to American films and music that
policy makers have to resort to the introduction of a
quota system to force locals to watch and listen to
locally produced films and music.

The system of cultural imperialism is so powerful
that the best among us aspire to be in Hollywood. In
fact, many of our stars are so desperate for the vali-
dation by Hollywood that they are prepared to play
supporting roles in America.

But the biggest objective of cultural imperialism is to
use arts and culture to arrest the economic develop-
ment of developing countries such as South Africa
while creating new markets for arts and cultural
products produced by imperialist countries. Have
you ever wondered why you know nothing or little
about Santos, a great Brazilian soccer team that pro-
duced soccer great Pele but Manchester United has
replaced Orlando Pirates as your favourite team?

This subtle war of subjugation may continue for a
longer period because it does not take the form of
physical violence. It is psychological.

LAW MAKERS SHOULD NOT CALL 
FOR THE BREAKING OF THE LAW

In 1994, AZAPO was the only liberation movement
that had urged our people to boycott the first all-race
election. The leadership of our movement took a
tough decision not to participate in the election,
which had the blessings of the international commu-
nity.

Our people were excited by voting for the first time.
After all, all political parties were unbanned. Political
prisoners were released from jail. The exiles were
allowed to return home. On the face of it, it looked
like liberation was about to be ushered in.

Informed by the developments of secret talks be-
tween the apartheid regime and a section of the lib-
eration movement and the subsequent deals at
CODESA, AZAPO was convinced that the outcome of
the Kempton Park talks would be a sell-out arrange-
ment. As tempting as it was, our leaders would be
going to parliament. AZAPO took a principled posi-
tion to shun the sell-out deal and called on our peo-
ple not to give legitimacy to their oppression by vot-
ing on the 27 April 1994.

AZAPO understood that that the 1994 deal was not
capable of delivering the basic objective of the libera-
tion struggle which was the repossession of the land
and the redistribution of wealth. The 1994 deal was
designed to give Black people political power with-
out transferring land and the ownership of the econ-
omy to Black people. The deal would reduce a black-
led government to become a matshingilane or a secu-
rity guard to guard over the wealth of whites. The
deal would alienate the black government from the
people who would still be demanding the basic divi-
dends of liberation – land and the control of the
economy.

The sell-out deal was well packaged by the main-
stream media. It was called a miracle. Perhaps it was
indeed a miracle. How was it possible that people
who had struggled for so many years and lost so
much were prepared to accept a deal that ended the
conflict without addressing the one thing that had
given rise to the conflict in the first place?

When the majority of the people rejected our call to
shun the 1994 vote, we accepted that the people had
endorsed the compromise. AZAPO took the difficult
decision of accepting the fact that although the
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government would not be able to deliver on land and
the economy, it was a legitimate government because
it had been voted for by the majority of the people.
That is why AZAPO resolved to engage in the subse-
quent elections and engaged in the unfolding demo-
cratic processes. AZAPO, through its military leader-
ship of the BCMA had to suspend the armed struggle
that was being waged by the Azanian National Libera-
tion Army (AZANLA).

We are giving this background to make one point. Our
democracy was established on very shaky grounds
that we did not even approve but we accept that our
country is now democratic. Yes our people still do not
possess land and have no control of the economy. But
the political system is democratic.

That is why members of parliament should not be
allowed to urge people to break the law. While oppo-
sition parties would want to garner support, it is irre-
sponsible for MPs to call on ordinary people to en-
gage in acts of criminality by occupying land. MPs
cannot be law-makers and still have the luxury of call-
ing on the masses of our people to break the law. We
have chosen a parliamentary process as a terrain to
advance the aspirations of the people. Let us respect
that.

MUNICIPAL MALADMINISTRA-
TION AND UNDERSPENDING ARE 

ANTI-DEVELOPMENT

AZAPO wonders why does the ANC characterise the
country as a “developmental state” when they do eve-
rything that goes against the development of Black
people. A developmental state has to have as its pre-
occupation the development of the underdeveloped.
It goes without saying that the underdeveloped in
South Africa are the Black people.

Maybe they are correct to insist that South Africa is a
“developmental state” where only white people con-
tinue to enjoy sustained and accelerated separate de-
velopment. White people are the ones that were re-
sponsible for the land dispossession, colonisation and

underdevelopment of Black people in Azania. The
ANC has kept its side of the secret deals with the op-
pressors of Black people by ensuring that white peo-
ple continue to remain in a state of privilege and con-
trol of the economy, while Black people are still sub-
jected to being beggars in the country of the fore-
bears.

Last week Auditor General Kimi Makwetu released
his national municipal audit report for the 2016/17
financial year. The Report is nothing to write home
about. It just shows corruption, incompetency and
general lack of political will by the politicians to im-
prove the quality of lives of Black people. The con-
stant looting of the taxpayers’ monies; the returning
back of money earmarked for development of Black
people; and the spending of public funds on things
that have nothing to do with the development of
Black people are proof that the ruling elite politicians
do not care about Black people.
About the Eastern Cape where he exposed the

“accountability failures in the areas of supply chain
management and infrastructure development’, the
Auditor General went on to note that “infrastructure
projects were not delivered as a result of poor plan-
ning and [poor] project management”. He added that
“irregular expenditure of 13.55 billion, 48% of the
total, was incurred by the Eastern Cape”, and that this
“represents 35% of the provincial local government
expenditure budget”.

At the top of the list of culprits, the Nelson Mandela
Bay Metro incurred R8.18 billion irregular expendi-
ture. At third, the City of Tshwane followed with R1.8
billion, while the City of Johannesburg came sixth
with irregular expenditure of R706 million.
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It should anger the people and the electorate that the
irregular expenditure for the municipal sphere for the
financial year 2016/17 stands at a ridiculously mas-
sive figure of R362.13 billion. The Auditor General re-
veals that the municipalities with clean audit opinions
amounted to a lousy figure of R61.14 billion, which
represents 17% of the total budget.

What worries AZAPO is that the elite politicians that
are short-changing Black people on development
come from the Black community. Our people are justi-
fied to expect better and more from these politicians.
AZAPO’s worry emanates from the appearance that
the incompetency and greed of these elite politicians
tend to entrench Black people’s dependency on white
politics, which is the original cause of the Azanians’
landlessness, underdevelopment and poverty. It is
about time that the voters took a bold step and pun-
ished the elite politicians and their political parties.

AZAPO believes the sphere of Local Government is
very important for service delivery and the generation
of the development drive for the Black people. That is
why AZAPO campaigns for the abolition of Provincial
Governments and their replacement with simple Ad-
ministrations. AZAPO would channel the public funds
and human resources saved from the abolition of Pro-
vincial Governments to the Local Government sphere
where they are needed most.

HAIL THE UNCROWNED 
KING OF RUGBY!

AZAPO congratulates Springbok rugby super star
Siyamthanda Siya Kolisi on his appointment as a cap-
tain of the national side ahead of their test match en-
counter against the English national team. This 26
years old rugby Black player is from the dusty streets
of neglected Zwide township in Port Elizabeth.

He made his debut as a Springbok about 5 years ago
against Scotland at the Mbombela Stadium in Nel-
spruit. It has to be mentioned that he came in as a
substitute and was announced man of the Match at the
end of a game the Springboks won 30-17. In the same
year, he remained a substitute about 9 times.

This immensely gifted rugby super star has thus far
played 28 Test Matches of which he won 17, lost 9 and
drawn 2. He scored 4 tries out of the 28 games he
played. It may have come late in the day, but there is
no doubt that Kolisi deserves the captaincy. It may
have been a rainbow publicity stance on the part of
coach Johan Rassie Erasmus, but Kolisi deserves the
delayed honour.
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Having congratulated the Black athlete, AZAPO has to
deal with the indefinite postponement of transfor-
mation in the Springboks ruby national team. That
Kolisi is the first (but temporary) Black captain of the
Springbok 24 years into democracy must come as an
embarrassment for the rugby fraternity and its leader-
ship.

It cannot be true that Kolisi is first deserving rugby
Black player to be appointed a captain of the Spring-
bok. Thando Manana was one among many. The com-
mercial media dedicated buckets of ink to the Kolisi
captaincy as though transformation had taken place in
the Springboks. We should not forget that one swal-
low does not make a summer. As AZAPO, we have
raised our voice against the sugarcoating of the count-
less of untransformed institutions in the “nuwe Suid
Afrika”. We have seen the appointment of Vice Chan-
cellors to lead lilywhite educational institutions. Such
appointees failed not because they were not up to the
challenge, but because of the cultural reaction of un-
transformed institutions.

This sugarcoating of the bitterness of white suprema-
cy and institutionalized racism spread its tentacles to
white companies where a few Black candidates were
either appointed as chairpersons of boards or CEOs of
untransformed companies. We have also seen the su-
perimposition of Black coaches like Peter de Villiers
and Allister Coetzee on hostile and untransformed
institutions. They were set up for failure.

AZAPO is not satisfied with an island of Black success
in a hostile and untransformed white-controlled sport.
The transformation of rugby should be grassroots-
based. It has to begin right from primary schools with
the introduction of school rugby leagues and competi-
tions. That should go with the building of infrastruc-
ture at the schools and the appointment of qualified
training officials. This intervention should ensure the
development of a mass Black talent, rather than the
isolated emergence of the suppressed likes of Kolisi.

If a Kolisi can manage to emerge against all the struc-
tural odds, there must be tens of other Kolisis waiting
to be liberated through the deliberate transformation
of sport.
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The Eastern Cape Province of AZAPO has dropped its
submission on 5 June 2018 to the Airports Company
South Africa (ACSA) towards the renaming of the East
London Airport to Steve Biko Airport. AZAPO is the
custodian of Biko and the flagbearer of Black Con-
sciousness. It is therefore right that AZAPO is continu-
ing to ensure that Biko’s name and legacy do not evap-
orate into thin treacherous air.

AZAPO has showed political maturity in how it ap-
proaches the various liberation heritage days and
events. It is BCM that kept the Sharpeville Massacre
alive by commemorating it every year since 1971
through SASO, and BPC took over as from 1973, while
AZAPO kept the legacy since its formation. It did not
matter to AZAPO that the organisation behind Sharpe-
ville Day was the PAC. What mattered was that the
day marked the bravery and hunger of the Azanians
for the reconquest of their land and liberation.

It is for the same reason that AZAPO is not pushing for
the naï ve line of wanting all airports to be renamed
exclusively after the leaders of the BCM. This is be-
cause AZAPO has the presence of mind to
acknowledge that it is not the only political force that
fought for our liberation. The ANC, PAC, Unity Move-
ment and many other forces made their contributions
and sacrifices, which deserve recognition. Any totali-
tarian attempt to seek to reduce Azania to a dynasty
where everything must be renamed after one family
must be rejected with contempt.

Similarly, political organisations should acknowledge
the fact that a wide range of forces contributed to the
liberation struggle. They range from cultural activists,
faith organisations, labour movement to sports organi-
sations. That is why AZAPO insists that Afrikan warri-
or Kings like Sekhukhune, Hintsa, Shaka, Makhado,
David Stuurman, Ngungunyana, should also be hon-
oured. Artists like Mazisi Kunene, SEK Mqhayi, Miriam
Tladi, Tiyo Soga, JJR Jolobe, Ellen Khuzwayo, deserve
equal attention when it comes to honouring and re-
membering.

Steve Biko is one of the least honoured of the leaders
of the Azanian Revolution. It makes a whole lot of
sense to rename the East London Airport to Steve Biko
Airport. Indeed, there is already a Steve Biko Bridge
that leads to the (Steve Biko) Airport from the city of
East London. This airport is where Biko held some of

STEVE BIKO AIRPORT, FOR A CHANGE
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his interviews with world leaders, and it is located
only about 50km from his home of Ginsberg and his
Grave, which has since been declared The Garden of
Remembrance and therefore a heritage site.

In its submission to ACSA, the Eastern Cape PEC 
makes the point that:

AZAPO believes that the Steve Biko Interna-
tional Airport name will unravel and expose
a lot of cultural and liberation heritage by
drawing the attention of the people and the
tourists to the name of one of us who suf-
fered and died in humiliation for our libera-
tion. Picking up Biko’s name and immortalis-
ing it by renaming the Airport should ensure
that Biko did not die in vain; and that his
name would not be lost to posterity as his
murderers had wished.

Our Comrades add that:

As a matter of fact, the “East London” amounts to a
ridiculous copying of everything that is western.
“East London” can only be in relation to London,
which we don’t have in South Africa. The Steve Biko
Airport renaming would also help relieve the over-
used names.

OUR COUNTRY DESPERATELY 
NEEDS BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS

The latest developments at the Charlotte Maxeke
Hospital in Johannesburg where health workers
trashed the hospital premises, vandalised property
and stopped other health workers from rendering
essential services to the sick, including those in thea-
tre, is another piece of evidence that this country
desperately needs BC.

BC teaches us to love ourselves, to respect ourselves
and to take pride in what we do. The philosophy of
Biko also teaches to have an undying love for Black
people, and work towards improving their lives.
Clearly, a health worker who sees nothing wrong in
trashing a hospital and even put a life of a patient at

risk has no love for themselves and the patient. The
acts by the striking workers, which the Health Minis-
ter described as hooliganism, could not have been
committed by people who have self-respect.

For the record, AZAPO condemns the behaviour of
the government, which had promised health workers
certain bonuses only to renege. After the trashing of
the hospital and the threats to human lives, the gov-
ernment committed to settling the payment. That
should not have happened that way. A government
that respects the lives of Black people would not
have waited for the hospital to be trashed before ac-
ceding to the workers’ demands.

At the height of apartheid repression, the ANC called
on the masses of the people to render the country
ungovernable. This was a legitimate call because the
regime was undemocratic and racist. But in the post-
apartheid era, where the country is under a black led
administration, aspirations of the people should not
be realised only through “rendering the country un-
governable”. The government should be more re-
sponsive to the needs of the people in general.

There is an unfortunate culture that is taking root in
our country. People believe that for them to be lis-
tened to, they should resort to extraordinary
measures to attract the attention of an unresponsive
state. We saw this in Vuwani where the people burnt
schools to make their point that some of their areas
from Thulamela be incorporated into Malamulele.
The government that had earlier dismissed the call,
caved in after a protracted struggle that saw the de-
struction of schools and a sustained boycott by the
learners and teachers.
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We live in a democracy. Those who are not happy
with the government should use the power of their
vote to change the government. The government that
claims to govern on behalf of the people should be
more responsive to the development aspirations of
the people. Of course, some of the demands that the
people make may be impossible to fulfil, but a legiti-
mate government should be able to be honest and tell
the people what is possible and what is not possible.

But we are addressing the symptoms of the problem.
The real problem is that the government shows no
respect for Black people. Similarly, the workers have
little respect for the government. If we were to be
blunt, many of our Black people hate being black.
That is why Black people treat each other with dis-
dain.

TRUMP – THE EVIL FACE 
OF IMPERIALISM

For a long period, the United States of America has
mastered the art of manipulating public opinion to
dupe the world into believing that America is a leader
of the so-called “free world”. America has forcefully
positioned itself as a leader of democracy so much
that it has appointed itself as the international police-
man with the authority to unleash wars and enforce
peace when it is convenient for America.

Through instruments of indoctrination such as the
media and films, the USA appears to be the ideal land
of the “free” which offers equal opportunities to all.
In that country, capitalism is misleadingly portrayed
as an effective system that improves the lives of the
people. The American model creates an impression
that if your country wants to attain its maximum po-
tential for development, it should be democratic and
embrace capitalism to engage in fair trade with other
countries across the globe. What a façade!

While America has generally fooled the rest of the
world, sometimes less sophisticated leaders such as
Donald Trump expose what has been concealed to
many – that America cares for Americans and nobody
else. With his announcements of punitive tariffs in

the steel industry, Trump has unmasked the evil face 
of imperialist America.

Trump has showed that he would protect American
industries without regard to the rest of the world. In
the mainstream media, Trump is projected as a lone
ranger who seems to act without a mandate from the
broad administration and other lawmakers. But let
us get something correct. Trump was elected by the
American voters. He is actually delivering for them.
The only problem could be that he lacks the finesse
that other American leaders before him had to create
an impression that America cares about the rest of
the world.

The man is a bad politician only because he is honest.
While other American leaders massaged the concerns
of the world, pretending to care, Trump is blunt.
Since its founding in 1948, Israel had been getting
support from the USA. Various American leaders
have been talking about a peace plan with the Pales-
tinians when in actual fact, they were siding with the
Israelis. But not Trump. He is brave and honest. He
moved the American embassy from Tel Aviv to Jeru-
salem to display his open support for the Israeli occu-
pation of Palestine.

Trump is a public relations nightmare for the Ameri-
cans and imperialism. The proponents of capitalism
have been trying to prove to the world that capitalism
is the only economic system that creates jobs and
fights poverty. All that should happen, according to
the disciples of capitalism, is that countries must
manufacture goods and engage in fair trade as per the
World Trade Organisation’s treaties. But Trump has
undermined this by openly advocating protectionist
policies that favour Americans at the expense of other
players. We may not like him, but Trump helps us to un-
derstand that America is an imperialist country that acts in
the interest of its people. Period!
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CLEAN GOVERNANCE AND A 
COMPETENT PUBLIC SERVICE

On 16 May 2018 we witnessed on live television the
disruption of the Tshwane Mayoral Committee meet-
ing hosted by the Executive Mayor Solly Msimang by
the EFF. This organisation demanded the immediate
suspension and resignation of the appointed Chief of
Staff, Ms Marietha Aucamp. Her academic qualifica-
tions were said to be questionable.

The Executive Mayor refused to take direct responsi-
bility for the appointment of Ms Aucamp. His Spokes-
person, Sam Mgobozi, defended him by stating that
the Mayor would not be part of the recruitment pro-
cess of any senior manager. But the subsequently pro-
vided evidence appeared to confirm that the Mayor
was part of the Interview Panel that appointed Ms
Aucamp.

The Ms Aucamp saga is worrying in that it suggests
that in the City of Tshwane due process of appointing
a suitably qualified candidate is not followed to the
letter. It makes you wonder how many candidates
evaded the process like Ms Aucamp. That uncertainty
warrants a qualifications audit of all public officials.
We should be worried even more because the DA got
votes on the promise of fighting corruption and nepo-
tism, which it now seems to be guilty of.

On the strength of the 2016 judgement of the High
Court of Kwazulu-Natal Division in the matter be-
tween Westwood Insurance Brokers (Pty) Ltd and
Ethekweni Municipality and others (Case No:
8221/16), the City of Tshwane officials (including the
Executive Mayor) who participated in the process that
led to the appointment of Ms Aucamp, should be held
jointly and severally responsible.

In the 2016 Local Government Elections (LGE), the
EFF decided to support or vote with the Democratic
Alliance (DA) in the City of Tshwane, Nelson Mandela
Bay, Johannesburg and other Municipalities. The resi-
dents are now witnessing the consequences of what

their support or voting with DA has caused. The City
of Tshwane is currently under the DA as a result of the
EFF’s vote and/or support. AZAPO finds it odd to sup-
port a political party that is traditionally white and
predominantly liberal; more especially at these critical
times in our history when we have no option but to
boldly confront the failure of the ruling party’s failure
to return the land to its rightful owners and achieve
equitable distribution of the wealth among all Azani-
ans.

AZAPO stands for the appointment of competent,
qualified and experienced officials at local, provincial,
national government; including in all State-Owned
Companies (SOCs) and Public Entities. We remain ad-
amant in our resolve to have public service at all levels
immediately de-politicised and professionalised.
AZAPO supports creation of a single public service
that will bring standardisation at local, provincial, na-
tional government; including in all State-Owned Com-
panies (SOCs) and Public Entities.

Further, AZAPO believes that the waiver option for
candidates who do not meet the requirements as pro-
vided for in the Local Government Amendment Act by
the Minister of Cooperative Governance and Tradi-
tional Affairs (COGTA) must be scrapped from the Act
as it is only meant to favour particular candidates,
promotes incompetence and is open for abuse by poli-
ticians at local government level. We have more than
enough University and University of Technology Grad-
uates in South Africa across the political spectrum and
there is therefore no reason for the country to drop
the standards whilst in pursuance of excellence.
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The government has declared June to be Youth Month.
The declaration was informed by the quest to honour
the youth of Soweto, who in June of 1976 revolted
against Bantu Education in particular and against the
system of white settler-colonialism in general. But we
know that the Black Consciousness Movement, which
provided political leadership during that time, fuelled
the fires to spread the uprisings throughout Azania.

AZAPO insists that June 16 should remain as June 16
Uprisings Day, and not the politically neutral Youth
Day. It is of crucial importance that the generations to
come should know about the June 16 Uprisings, a day
that high school Black learners, some as young as 12
years, were engaged in a peaceful protest against being
taught in Afrikaans. And the apartheid regime reacted
with brute force, mowing down hundreds of defence-
less and unarmed young people.

There are political reasons why the current govern-
ment would like to essentially remove June 16 Upris-
ings from the national psyche and replace it with the
politically amorphous Youth Day.

The June 16 Uprising was not a spontaneous act of re-
bellion as some would like us believe. The June 16 Up-
rising was a culmination of the radical mobilisation of
the youth by Black Conscious-aligned organisations
such as the South African Student Organisation (SASO),
the Black People’s Convention (BPC) and the South Af-
rican Students Movement (SASM). Led by young mili-
tants Tsietsi Mashinini and Khotso Seatlholo, the Sowe-
to Students Representative Council (SSRC) that provid-
ed immediate leadership to the Black students was a
direct formation of SASM.

JUNE 16 UPRISINGS
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But because history is written by the victors, there is
a concerted effort by some in the ruling party to
erase the contribution of the BCM in the liberation
struggle in general, and in the Soweto rebellion in
particular. It is an undeniable fact that in the mid-
1970s there was no other component of the libera-
tion movement that was active within the country
apart from the BCM. That is why some of the 1976
student leaders that subsequently defected to the
ANC reluctantly admit that they were active in SASM.

The June 16 Uprisings revived the exiled political
movements – the ANC and the PAC. Thousands of
young people were forced to flee the country in the
aftermath of the uprisings, and many of them found
themselves without any political home in exile be-
cause the BCM had no yet established strong formal
organisations with the necessary capacity outside
the country at the time. Many of those young people
strayed into the ranks of MK and the APLA. After
1976, our country was never the same. There is no
doubt that the 1976 generation was a huge catalyst
for the final push to dislodge the white minority re-
gime from power in 1994.

As AZAPO, our objection to the “Youth Day” mentali-
ty is based on its deliberate effort to depoliticise the
Soweto Uprising. Music festivals and other festivities
of joy have been organised for June 16 by the forces
of doom. Our view is that June 16 should be a day
that the nation remembers with dignity. It should be
a day that the country reaffirms its vow to create a
just and equal society in honour of our fallen heroes
of Azania.

THE UNITED NATIONS SHOULD 
BE REFORMED

It is tempting to congratulate South Africa on its elec-
tion to the Security Council of the United Nations.
The election offers South Africa an opportunity to
have a voice in the council that determines the direc-
tion of global politics.

But AZAPO cannot afford to allow the political cor-
rectness of the election to influence the suppression
of the truth. We are not party-spoilers, because we
are anyway not party-goers. The truth is that the UN
needs to be reformed, and not just to allow presuma-
bly progressive countries such as South Africa to
have their two years of glory as members of the Se-
curity Council.

The UN was formed after the Second World War af-
ter the community of nations realised that there was
a need of some kind of an authority that would medi-
ate global affairs between various countries. The UN
was basically formed to help guarantee global peace.
However, its foundation had a fundamental structur-
al defect. 5 powerful countries – the United States of
America, Britain, France, Russia and China – were
given veto powers. This means that if the UN took a
resolution on any matter, any of those countries can
nullify that resolution using its veto powers.

For any resolution to be carried out, the 5 countries,
that are permanent members of the Security Council,
must agree. This hardly happens. The UN would
pass resolutions, such as resolution 242 calling for
the liberation of Palestine, but would not move to
implement them because one member of the Securi-
ty Council would use its veto powers to stop its im-
plementation. This renders the UN powerless.
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There will be a slaughter of Palestinians in the West
Bank and Gaza, but the best that the UN can do would
be to issue a statement condemning the violence or
ordering an investigation; or worse still, pleading on
the warring factions to “exercise restraint”.

So, while the UN is a legitimate world body, it has no
real powers to carry out its well-debated resolutions.
That is why countries such as America and Britain act
outside the UN and advance their interests under the
guise of pursuing world peace. These two countries
invaded Iraq and toppled its leader Saddam Hussein
under the pretext that that country had Weapons of
Mass Destruction. When it was later revealed that
Iraq had no such weapons, none of the leaders or
countries were held accountable.

The UN in its current form poses a threat to world
peace. There is no doubt that the world requires a
body like the UN but it should be reformed so that
there is some democracy and fairness in the UN as-
sembly. The first move to introduce democracy in the
UN Assembly would be to remove the veto powers of
the permanent members of the Security Council.

Until that is done, South Africa’s participation in the
Security Council would be lending legitimacy on
crimes that are committed by the imperialist America
and its allies.

PUBLIC SECTOR STRIKE AVERTED
AZAPO welcomes the decision by the public servants
to avert a strike in the public sector. For the record,
AZAPO has always been on the side of the Black
workers. After all, AZAPO is the legitimate voice of
the working class in semi-occupied Azania.

Had the strike went ahead, public services would
have been seriously disrupted. Hospitals and clinics
would have been forced to shut down. Schools would
have been forced to close down. Sadly, most of these
public institutions serve the poor and the working
class. The lives of the ruling elite and the rich white
community would have continued without any dis-
ruptions. This is because the rich rely on the private
sector for their health needs and education. So when

the workers go on strike in the public sector, those
who are responsible for creating conditions that force
workers to down tools are least affected by the strike.

There can never be any debate on the correctness of
the workers to get decent salaries. However, there is
also a need to focus on the productivity levels of the
public servants. There are reports that the public
health care is collapsing. Similar reports have been
made about the public education system. The crimi-
nal justice system is also failing ordinary people,
hence the rise in the use of the private security firms
by the citizens.

The effectiveness of the state to render public service
is as strong as the efficiency of the public service. The
public servants should consciously render quality ser-
vice to kill the argument that quality service can only
be attained if the service has been privatised.

We do need a strong state that can lead in the devel-
opment of our people. But this can only happen when
the public servants show commitment in their work.
As AZAPO, we have maintained that only workers
who are infused with the philosophy of Black Con-
sciousness are well equipped to understand and ap-
preciate the need of a black-led government to suc-
ceed. It is black people in general who bear the brunt
of poor service delivery by the public servants.

While we welcome the fact that the strike has been
averted, the bigger challenge is for the public servants
to serve people with pride and efficiency. On the oth-
er hand, the government should show responsiveness
and don’t wait for social disasters to erupt before
they attend to the causative factors.
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GUNS SHOULD BE REMOVED 
FROM SOCIETY

The fatal shooting of a 16-year-old schoolboy by his
father in Ennerdale, south of Johannesburg, is proof
that there is an urgent need for the removal of guns
from civilians in our country. Even so, AZAPO conveys
its condolences to the bereaved family.

However, it is a stated policy of AZAPO that guns
should be removed from civilians and that only the
security forces such as solders and the police should
be armed. It is public record that AZAPO embarked on
an overdrawn campaign addressing communities and
the faith-based organisations about the need to rid
our society of guns to the extent that in 2007 AZAPO’s
then President Mosibudi Mangena handed over his
licenced gun to the Polokwane Police Station.

Although the facts of the Ennerdale shooting are still
to be fully ventilated in court, according to media re-
ports, the father accidentally shot his son when he
thought he was being hijacked outside the school
premises where his son had been attending evening
classes.

While it should be any father’s worst nightmare to ac-
cidentally shoot his own son, but it cannot be ignored
that had the father not been armed with a firearm, his
son would be alive today. However, we have to look at
the shooting in the broader context of the extent of

violence in our country. South Africa has become such
a violent society that when someone is robbed of his
car at gun-point and he is not harmed, the general re-
sponse is that of collective relief: “at least they did not
kill him”. Guns are used to kill people for little valua-
bles such as cell-phones. In some of the worst cases,
women and young girls are raped at gun-point.

As a society, South Africa has a violent past. At the
height of apartheid repression, the state used violence
against defenceless people who were merely express-
ing their desire to be free. There have been countless
massacres committed in various parts of the country
by apartheid security forces. Some of these include
the Sharpeville Massacre and the Langa Massacre
where people were mowed down for just protesting
against the pass laws.

The blood-thirsty regime did not confine its police of
violence within the country’s borders. They hunted
down freedom fighters in Maseru, Matola and Gaboro-
ne, killing freedom fighters in their sleep. As a re-
sponse, the people felt the need to arm themselves
against the white settler-colonial state. It was gener-
ally acceptable for people to have access to guns be-
cause the state would not defend them. However, the
militarisation of our society did not end with the dawn
of democracy. Too many illegal guns are still in the
hands of ordinary civilians, and often they are used on
innocent people and not to defend the owners of the
gun.

If we are to end the culture of violence, we have to
make a serious effort to remove all guns from civil-
ians. It should be the responsibility of the security
forces to protect all of us from criminals. The fact that
the ANC-led government has its own Marikana Massa-
cre and the killing of a number of political activists
such as Andries Tatane should not rubbish a call for a
Gun-Free Society.
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The Ministry of Women needs to come out of its hiding
hole and fight the war on the side of women. Its role
must be clearly defined, articulated and implemented.
Presently, it is conspicuous by its silence. Its lack of
performance makes it difficult to resist the temptation
to conclude that it is nothing more than a redundant
Ministry designed to create employment for the ruling
party’s “cadre deployment” scheme.

Or could it be that this Ministry of Women is just a to-
ken government department for a PR exercise to fool
women into believing that something is about to hap-
pen in terms of transforming the South African patriar-
chal society and addressing the plight of women. If it is
meant to be such a token, then it is not a Ministry of
Women. It is a Ministry of the Agents of Patriarchy
with the sinister objective of patronising women.

IMBELEKO, AZAPO women’s wing, raised a red flag the
day a useless and corrupt Minister Bathabile Dlamini
was protected by President Cyril Ramaphosa who pre-
ferred to dump her as a body of long dead animal on
the so-called Ministry of Women, rather than show

her the door. This is the same Minister Dlamini who
blindly defended former ANC President Jacob Zuma
and instead attacked and abused the late Khwezi dur-
ing Zuma’s Rape Trial. It is a now a fact of history that
IMBELEKO responded to the exiling effect of the hostil-
ilty of the ruling party and its ANCWL against Khwezi
by embarking on a campaign to #BringKhweziHome.

Sadly, it is true that there are women who have chosen
to be agents of patriarchy by either oppressing other
women or defending patriarchy. This they do against
the backdrop of women being abused, attacked, raped
or murdered by men on a daily basis.

The rate at which women are disappearing from their
homes, schools, workplaces and in the streets is alarm-
ing, frightening and shocking. The siege under which
women live in South Africa is reflected in the cries of

WHERE IS THE MINISTRY OF WOMEN?
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women in every newspaper, television and radio
news bulletins. Where the mass media falls short,
the social media has closed the gap to make the
plight of women a topical issue.

As Steve Biko once put it in relation to a Black per-
son, it is a miracle for a woman to survive to live for
the next day. Women live in constant fear of losing
their lives every ticking minute. It does not matter
whether they are home, street or forest. The chop-
ping axe of patriarchal violence is forever hanging
over their heads. Ironically, nowadays the street
seems to be safer than home; and the stranger, more
reliable than an acquaintance.

AZAPO calls on the government to declare violence
against women a national crisis. That will induce a
new attitude and approach on the government to not
handle the chronic pain of women on an ad hoc basis.
There needs to be a tightening of the laws to protect
women, and the introduction of a special criminal
justice dispensation to attend to the plight of women.

It is disheartening that of all national issues that are
debated in Parliament; the plight of women is never
one of them. Women are the cornerstone of a nation.
Once a country addresses issues that oppress wom-
en, all other aspects of a nation’s suffering become
lessened. The Ministry of Women is strategically po-
sitioned to raise and address women’s issues. It en-
joys the institutional power to push for the enforce-
ment of justice and decisiveness by other state or-
gans like the Judiciary and the SAPS on matters relat-
ed to women.

REWRITE HISTORY TO BUILD 
THE AZANIAN NATION

The Ministerial Task Team established for the pur-
pose of checking the feasibility of teaching History as
a compulsory subject in secondary schools, recom-
mended that it be implemented as such from 2023.

The Department of Basic Education probably views
the teaching of History to all learners as one of the

remedies of cultivating in young people the apprecia-
tion of the liberation journey travelled during the era
of the struggle against white settler-colonial rule in
Azania. This may be part of the solution if correctly
applied and implemented. Unfortunately, history
has taught us that those in power have a tendency of
manipulating the teaching of the History subject in
schools to entrench their stay in power by distorting
the facts of history, thereby driving society to believe
in or follow a particular view that glorify their own
contribution and line at the expense of really lived
history.

The teaching of History is about helping learners to
know how and why things happened so that they can
draw constructive lessons from the historical narra-
tive. It is this area in the teaching of this subject that
is mostly manipulated by those tasked with content
design who instead go out to ensure that the History
content in schools support their selfish intentions
and often narrow views. This often leads to the his-
torical facts being undermined and disregarded.

The content of South African history in our schools
pre 1994 was designed in such a way as to make the
learners to appreciate the “heroism” of the Afrikaner,
and how they managed to move this country from
what they would arrogantly describe as a normal
African country into a country that can fit in the First
World.

The intention was never to expose learners to facts
so that they can independently analyse what was
presented to them, and in the process build a body of
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knowledge for human development. This was done by ig-
noring facts about the existence and contribution of
other people in the shaping of our country Azania.
This had the effect of creating a wrong impression
that the history of Azania starts with the arrival and
settling of white people in 1652.

The facts are that the human species originated in
Africa; that mathematics, astronomy, chemistry, phi-
losophy, etc, originated in Africa; that the geopolitical
location of science and human development was Afri-
ca; that the western peoples had to migrate to Africa
for their education and civilisation. Azania was in-
habited by Africans hundreds of years before the arri-
val of white people.

Instead of correcting the pre 1994 situation, the new
government simply added their own historical bias to
the colonial bias. This compromised and sought to
erase important liberation struggle values that could
have been absorbed by the learners in shaping new
and constructive attitudes towards nation-building.

AZAPO holds the view that it would be pointless
teaching History to all learners if the idea was to per-
petuate the misinformation that has until now been
fed to the learners. Making the subject compulsory in
its defective mode would be dangerous.

AZAPO REMEMBERS 
THE JUNE 16 UPRISINGS

As the flagbearer of Black Consciousness and custodi-
an of the political legacy of Steve Biko, AZAPO com-
memorated the 42nd anniversary of the June 16 Upris-
ings throughout Azania. The main Commemoration
Service was held at the Avalon Cemetery where many
of the graves of young Black people who were mur-
dered by the white settler-colonial regime are locat-
ed. The graves of the leaders of the June 16 Uprisings,
Tsietsi Mashinini and Khotso Seatlholo, are also there
- one next to the other. The first young Black person
to be shot at, Hastings Ndlovu, has his grave not very
far from those of his leaders.

As per tradition, AZAPO invited the family members

of the June 16 Uprisings martyrs. All were invited
irrespective of their current political affiliations.
AZAPO does this because it believes that days of na-
tional mourning like June 16 should be events where
the world is reminded about the political significance
of those days, as well using the moment to cement the
process of nation-building.

The families of Mashinini, Seatlholo, Ndlovu and Bu-
thelezi were among those that braved the chilly
weather and attended the main Commemoration Ser-
vice in Soweto. Together with the leadership of
AZAPO, they laid wreaths and paid homage to the fall-
en martyrs at the Avalon cemetery.

In his address, AZAPO President Strike Thokoane told
the audience that the living owed a lot to our martyrs
who sacrificed their lives for the liberation of Black
people in Azania. He expressed disappointment that
after 24 years in a democracy, Black people were still
landless; that Black people were generally homeless;
that Black people were still ruthlessly exploited in the
farms where they and their families faced evictions
every day. He reiterated the commitment of AZAPO
to intensify the struggle for the reconquest of the land
and total liberation. He stressed the point that the
dignity of Black people should be restored. He said
that could be achieved when Black people were re-
turned to the land, and the land returned to them so
that there was no need for them to live on food par-
cels and grants. He called on young people to stay
away from alcohol and drugs because those substanc-
es were used by the enemy to take the focus of young
people away from the liberation struggle.
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From the solemn occasion, the audience marched all
the way to Bheki Mlangeni Hospital to demand a bet-
ter and efficient primary healthcare for the people. It
is a tragedy that on the 42nd anniversary of the June 16
Uprisings, and 24 years into democracy, the Black
people still had no quality healthcare system to enjoy.
Only recently, millions of rands were spent on an arbi-
tration to deal with the Life Esidimeni tragedy where
psychiatric black patients were treated less than ani-
mals and left to die in their tens. AZAPO believes a
prosperous nation will arise out of a healthy nation.

As the leading organisation of the Black Consciousness
Movement, AZAPO knows that the June16 Uprisings
gripped the whole Azania. They were not restricted to
Soweto, which was merely the point of rupture. For
this reason, AZAPO has not called the1976 rebellion
“Soweto Day”. Also, AZAPO knows that the rejection
of Afrikaans as a medium of instruction was a small
part of the problem because there were bigger prob-
lems of poverty, unemployment and brutal repression.
Therefore, while the youth may have been the face of
the June 16 Uprisings, the rebellion assumed a nation-
wide character with all the segments of the Azanian
masses involved. This is the reason why AZAPO never
refers to the June 16 Uprisings as the “Youth Day”.

ESKOM PAY DISPARITY EXPOSES  
THE BARBARISM OF CAPITALISM

Revelations made by the unions involved in a wage
dispute at Eskom, claiming that the Chief Executive
Officer of the power utility earns R8,5 million a year,
while offering workers a zero percent increase, expos-
es the barbaric nature of capitalism. According to the
figures released by representatives of the workers, the
CEO earns a monthly salary of R404 201.58.

Eskom workers threatened to embark on a strike after
management had offered them a zero percent in-
crease. According to the company, this non-offer was
necessitated by cost-cutting measures at the power
utility because the company had no money.

It is now public knowledge that Eskom was at the cen-

tre of the so-called State Capture, whereby a business
family with close ties to powerful politicians and their
associates were essentially milking it dry. While it is
top managers and their political friends who brought
Eskom to its knees, it is ordinary workers who now
have to bear the brunt of the cost cutting measures. In
a bid to avoid a possible total shut-down of power
supply, some advised Eskom to offer the workers a
4,7% increase. The offer is not a subject of real nego-
tiations between the workers and the company.

As AZAPO, we have observed that our country has be-
come the most unequal society under the current ad-
ministration. The huge pay disparity between work-
ers and management is one of the key factors increas-
ing the gap between rich and poor. Furthermore, the
huge salaries and pecks that the political elite pay
themselves are the reasons why it is almost impossi-
ble to have a serious discussion with labour on the
need for a social contract that will see workers moder-
ating their wage demands to ensure that the rate of
inflation is kept down in order to contribute to lower-
ing the cost of labour so that more jobs can be created.

The system that is designed to make the rich richer
and the poor poorer is obviously not an appropriate
economic model to address the ravages of centuries of
colonialism and apartheid. But sadly, as the Elections
are approaching next year, there is still no real discus-
sion in the country about an alternative economic
model. The spotlight is merely on corruption, as if
ending corruption will end the barbarism of capital-
ism.

AZAPO is of the view that a more humane system that
directly confront the rising inequality is needed to
give our country a more human face, to paraphrase
our political icon Steve Bantu Biko.
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Our political father, Steve Bantu Biko, was once asked if
the government of the day in a free Azania would en-
sure the protection of rights of minorities. His answer
was straight and simple. He said in a free Azania,
“there shall be no majorities or minorities but just peo-
ple”, individual people.

The genius that Biko was, he was acutely aware that
the best way of breaking the stereotypes would be to
treat people as individuals and not as groups. In the
context of One Azania One Nation, protection of indi-
vidual rights is the best way of ensuring that the popu-
lation is protected without further classifying people as
a particular group.

Biko’s explanation of this matter is quite relevant today
when the country has suddenly been thrown in a reac-
tionary debate about racism between the indigenous
people and the people of Indian ancestry. The recent

debate was triggered by comments made by leaders of
a political party who raised concerns about how people
of Indian origin treated other people – especially indig-
enous Africans. Then there was a counter-argument of
why the Indians that were born on this Continent
should not be described as Africans. That is an argu-
ment for another day.

In the classic definition of the term “Black”, the Black
Consciousness ideology describes “Black” as those who
are politically oppressed, economically exploited and
socially discriminated against as a group; and who
unite to fight for their liberation and reconquest of the
land. This definition includes the so-called Natives, the
so-called Coloured, and the so-called Indian. So, in
terms of BC, people of Indian origin are part of the
broad definition of the term “Black”.

But Biko went further. He said, “the fact that we are
not all white, does not mean that we are all black”, add-
ing that “being black is not a matter of skin pigmenta-
tion” but rather a state of mind of somebody who is
fighting all forms of oppression that seek to keep him
or her in bondage on the basis of his or her skin colour.

In terms of this definition, some people of African
origin such as Lennox Sebe and Patrick Mphephu, who
were puppets of the apartheid regime and who collab-
orated with the system to maintain apartheid, do not
qualify to be Black. They are non-white, according to
Biko.

THE DEBATE ABOUT INDIANS IS UNFORTUNATE
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Instead of putting people in the same category be-
cause of how they look or where they came from, we
should rather consider the commonality of their his-
tory of landlessness, oppression and exploitation.

It is a simple truth that there are reactionary indige-
nous Africans as much as there are progressive peo-
ple of Indian origin. Our advice as AZAPO is that
leaders should avoid utterances that further divide
the masses, and rather focus on addressing the real
issues. Currently, the debate is anchored on the divi-
sions that people have according to their physical
appearances. What will be next? The language that
they speak? As it is, the demon of tribalism is being
revived in certain parts of the country.

We understand that some leaders may lack the so-
phistication and the finesse to appreciate some of
these dynamics, but our plea is that they should read
Biko and embrace Black Consciousness. Biko contin-
ues to be our guide when the situation is dark.

A REVOLUTIONARY PROGRAME 
OF AZANIANS BY AZANIANS

The 1983 AZAPO Congress adopted a resolution for
the formation of a united front of revolutionary or-
ganisations, and worked towards the implementa-
tion of the resolution. The result was the convening
of the National Forum (NF) in June 1983 with 800
delegates representing more than 200 organisations.
AZAPO’s Saths Cooper became the Convener of the
NF. That revolutionary platform gave rise to the
adoption of the Political Programme below:

The Azanian Manifesto

Our struggle for national liberation is directed
against the historically evolved system of racism and
capitalism which holds the people of Azania in bond-
age for the benefit of the small minority of the popu-
lation, i.e. the capitalists and their allies, the white
workers and the reactionary sections of the middle
classes. The struggle against apartheid, therefore, is
no more than the point of departure for our liberato-
ry efforts.

The Black working class inspired by revolutionary
consciousness is the driving force of our struggle for
national self-determination in a unitary Azania. They
alone can end the system as it stands today because
they alone have nothing at all to lose. They have a
world to gain in a democratic, anti-racist and social-
ist Azania, where the interests of the workers shall
be paramount through worker control of the means
of production, distribution and exchange. In the so-
cialist republic of Azania the land and all that belongs
to it shall be wholly owned and controlled by the
Azanian people. The usage of the land and all that
accrues to it shall be aimed at ending all exploitation.

It is the historic task of the Black working class and
its organizations to mobilize the oppressed people in
order to put an end to the system of oppression and
exploitation by the white ruling class.

Our Principles

Successful conduct of the national liberation struggle
depends on the firm basis of principle whereby we
will ensure that the liberation struggle will not be
turned against our people by treacherous and oppor-
tunistic “leaders” and liberal influences. The most
important of these principles are:

•

•

• Anti-racism, anti-imperialism and anti-
sexism.
Anti-collaboration with the ruling class and 
all its allies and political instruments.
Independent working class organization, free 
from bourgeois influence.
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Our Rights
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In accordance with these principles the following 
rights shall be entrenched in Azania:

•

•

• The right to work,
• State provision of free and compulsory educa-

tion for all, Education shall be geared towards
liberating the Azanian people from all oppres-
sion, exploitation and ignorance.
State provision of adequate and decent hous-
ing for all.
State provision of free health, legal, recrea-
tional and other community services that will
respond positively to the needs of the people.

Our Pledges

In order to bring into effect these rights of the Azani-
an people, we pledge ourselves to struggle tirelessly
for:

•

•

•

• The abolition of all laws institutions and atti-
tudes that discriminate against our people on
the basis of colour, sex, religion, language or
class.
The re-integration of the Bantustan human 
dumping grounds into a unitary Azania.
The formation of trade union that will height-
en revolutionary worker consciousness.
The development of one national culture in-
spired by socialist values.

.

BLACKNESS BLOOMS

By Don Mattera

Night drops liquid darkness

From a wound in the sky

Men look on my darkness

As a weed that must die

Here in the dark

I feed on bitter bark 

And my hands bleed

From planting thorny seed

Come morning

Come glorious light 

Return justice

Heal my broken sight

Ah, black sunbeams fall on the slope

Bringing new light to fulfil my hope 

Ever conscious of their scared duty

Then sweet, sweetly my blackness blooms

And becomes my beauty
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THE STRENGTH OF DEMOCRACY 
DEPENDS ON

THE QUALITY OF THE VOTER
When Chief Justice Mogoeng Mogoeng handed down
the ruling of the Constitutional Court on Party Fund-
ing, he made an interesting point. To paraphrase the
Chief Justice, he said the strength of democracy is a
function of the quality of information at the disposal of
the voter.

Just as a reminder, some non-governmental organisa-
tions had approached the courts to make an applica-
tion that would force political parties to declare their
funders. The court ruled in favour of the applicants,
basically ordering political parties to declare their fun-
ders.

In making the ruling, Justice Mogoeng said voters
should have access to information about who is fund-
ing the parties that are contesting the election. The
argument of the applicants was that the voters should
know if a party that they are voting for is not doing a
bid for its secret funder. For instance, if a tobacco
company has poured millions into an election cam-
paign of a particular party that suddenly develops a
policy position that argues against the tightening of
tobacco legislation; arguing that the tobacco industry
is contributing to economic growth; and that it sus-
tains thousands of jobs, voters should know that the
politicians are simply singing for their supper. After
all, he who pays the piper calls the tune.

The argument is simple and straight forward. AZAPO
supports this judgement because we have always ar-
gued that money is undermining the will of the people.
As things stand, Elections are essentially about money
and not necessarily about the best ideas and the best
political programmes. And parties that have a close
association with capital, or those that champion the
interests of capital get funding because capital wants
its interests to be safe-guarded.

If we are to follow the argument that democracy is as
strong as the quality of the information available to
the voters, then we should demand more than just the
declaration of political funding.

The court should instruct the public broadcaster to
offer equivalent airtime to political parties to share
their ideas with the public during Elections. Current-
ly, too many of our people know very little about the
policies and programmes of the parties contesting
Elections. Because of the lack of information on the
history and our struggle, the ruling party has fash-
ioned itself as the de-facto party of liberation that has
exclusive copy rights on our liberation struggle. There
is very little mentioning of AZAPO in relation to the
struggle for freedom in this country.

So, while we welcome the ruling of the Constitutional
Court on funding of political parties, we think that the
court should go a step further. It should guide further
direction designed to empower the voter with suffi-
cient information to make informed choices during
Elections. We cannot expect the ruling party to take
the lead in this struggle because the ruling party bene-
fits from the status-quo. The more the voters are kept
in the dark, the better for the ruling party. Little won-
der that when the voters are not happy with the quali-
ty of service delivery, they say they will not vote. For
many of them, voting means retaining the ruling party
in office.
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The submission by the ruling party that the SABC
should allocate 62% of its news coverage to it would be
comical if it was not tragic. The ruling party wants the
coverage of news and current affairs to reflect its ma-
jority status as reflected in parliament.

Interestingly, this submission is being made in the con-
text of the ruling party refuting claims of editorial in-
terference at the public broadcaster.

Anybody who has a basic understanding of what con-
stitutes news would struggle to understand how the
proposal of a quota system in the allocation of news
coverage would work. For the quota system to be ef-
fectively implemented, the SABC would have to actual-
ly cease to become a news organisation. Unfortunately,
it will have to essentially become a propaganda tool for
the ruling party where at least 62% of the coverage
reflects the ruling party. This means that the SABC
must ignore breaking news and ensure that sufficient
space is reserved for the ruling party. How tragic?

Sadly, this proposal is being made at a time when the
SABC is going through a renewal phase to assure the
public that it wants to restore confidence in the pub-

lic; and wants to remain true to its mandate of being a 
public broadcaster, and not a tool for state propaganda.

The previous management at the SABC had almost
brought the SABC to its knees. That management that
undermined editorial policies of the SABC were pawns
of the dominant faction of the ruling party at the time.
When another faction of the ruling party took over, it
promised to leave the SABC alone to do its work with-
out political interference. Sadly, the submission on the
quote allocation of editorial space undermines that
commitment.

Our position as AZAPO is that the SABC is a national
asset whose independence and professional integrity
should be protected by all patriots. It is important for
the SABC to be credible so that it can serve the millions
of South Africans who rely on it for news and infor-
mation.

The SABC should be allowed to cover news events on
the basis of their newsworthiness, and not because of
any other consideration. If the SABC is not given the
space to discharge its news mandate, then the ruling
party should not be surprised when public broadcast-
er’s viewership and audiences drop as viewers and lis-
teners vote with their remote-controller and switch to
other credible sources of news and information.

The drafters of the quota system should be alerted that
it is not in the best interest of the country and even the
ruling party to destroy the SABC.

THE QUOTA SYSTEM OF REPORTING NEWS WILL DESTROY THE SABC
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THE EVER-RISING FUEL PRICES 
PLUNGE CITIZENS INTO A NEW 

DOWN
Just this past April, our wallets were emptied by a 52
cents fuel levy increase. Based on that fuel increase,
the Automobile Association (AA) gave the citizens a
breakdown of that damage on their pockets. The lev-
ies are about 40% of the price of fuel at the pumps,
which amounts to R5.30 a litre of fuel.
Still based on that April increase, the AA revealed

that it cost you R694.50 to fill a 50 litre tank at the
coast. Of that R694.50 damage, R264 went the fuel
levies. These levies are divided between the General
Fuel Levy, which received R168.50; and the Road
Accident Fund (RAF), which got R96.50. The remain-
ing R139 went to the parties that store, transport
and sell petrol to you. AA rubs salt into the wound
by making it clear that of the nearly R700 you spent
on a 50 litre tank at the coast, that petrol actually
costs a meagre R290.50 on its arrival in a ship at the
harbour! That’s’ the New Down for you.

If you cried out hard on that April damage, we won-
der if you still had tears left to cry for the July fuel
increase. On 4 July 2018 the fuel price went up yet
again by 26 cents a litre for 93 octane; 95 octane
went up by 23 cents; while diesel (0.05 sulphur)
jumped to 26 cents a litre. Every fuel price increase
means an increase in the prices of transport, food
and everything related thereto. Add to that the fact
that the government thought it wise to grab from the
citizens’ small pockets a VAT increase of one per-

centage point from 14% to 15%.   That’s the New
Down for you.

What is more painful is that the fuel price in South
Africa keeps on going up when the barrel of crude oil
has gone down from $77 to $74 due to the decision
of the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC) on 22 June 2018 to increase the supply
of oi in the market to reduce prices and compete for
a bigger market share against their rivals. The rea-
son why the citizens are not able to benefit from
such global decrease in fuel prices is to be found in
weakening of the Rand against the Dollar.

Did we say about R100 of your R700 with which you
bought your 50 litre fuel went to the Road Accident
Fund? That same RAF that is said to be technically
insolvent thought it wise to pay R500.000 a month
for the rental of office chairs! That’s the New Down
for you.

It is against this background that AZAPO calls for the
considerable reduction of the fuel levy and the subsi-
disation of wholesalers and retailers by the state.
That should give the people a reprieve from the ever-
soaring fuel prices. It is only an uncaring govern-
ment that keeps on saying there is nothing it can do
while the people’s suffering is worsening under its
watch.
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POLICE VIOLENCE HAS NO PLACE IN A
DEMOCRACY

A Johannesburg daily newspaper this week published
a report about two police officers who allegedly bru-
tally murdered an Ennerdale man and conspired to
conceal the murder. The man, who had been arrested
for house-breaking, was allegedly murdered in police
custody after the two officers had brutally assaulted
him.

It raises many questions about the training of the po-
lice and their approach to solving crime. The duty of
the police is to investigate crime, charge and arrest
suspects in preparation for their appearance in the
court of law where their guilt or innocence will be
determined. That is the due process of criminal jus-
tice.
The two officers are now on trial for murder and at-

readiness to unleash violence against the citizens they
are supposed to be protecting and serving makes no
sense in a democracy. AZAPO calls for the banning of
the carrying or use of weapons of war against un-
armed citizens who are exercising their Constitution-
ally entrenched rights.

tempting to conceal the murder. According to the po-
lice docket, after killing the man, the two officers
went to his home and pretended to be looking for
him, creating an impression that they did not know
his whereabouts.

The culture of police brutality is refusing to die de-
spite the dawn of democracy. We still see too many
horrible images of police using brute force to quell
protests by unarmed demonstrators. It is this culture
of violence within the police establishment that pro-
duced the most brutal massacre of the post-apartheid
South Africa, Marikana.

During the apartheid era, we understood that the po-
lice were a violent machinery at the disposal of the
then racist regime to suppress the freedom aspira-

tions of Black people. While we still abhorred their
brutality against the people, we understood their mis-
sion. They were against the people.

It is hard to understand why, in a democratic South
Africa, police still resort to violence against the peo-
ple. It is even harder to understand why the police
carry automatic assault rifles like the R5 when they
conduct crowd control over unarmed citizens. This

What is disturbing is that these acts of brutality
against the people are not isolated. While violence
should be condemned regardless of the race of the
victims, it is unlikely that these two black policemen
would have treated a white suspect in the manner
that they treated the black man from Ennerdale.
Their conduct exposes the internalised self-hate that
many of our people still harbour.

If the Black people in general, and the black police
officers in particular, are to embrace the new ethos of
treating other Black people with respect and courte-
sy, they must first be baptised in Black Consciousness.
BC will teach them to love other Black people as they
love themselves. It will teach them to be firm in doing
their work, but to be professionals and not resort to
acts of hooliganism in their attempt to solve a crime.
BC will teach them to be humane.
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WHY YOU SHOULD VOTE AZAPO
During the period of Elections, political parties make
all sorts of promises to the voters. Generally speaking,
the promises are similar; we will deliver jobs, fight
corruption, deliver free houses, supply water, electric-
ity and generally a better life.

An ordinary voter is left wondering which political
party he or she should vote for as virtually all political
parties promise the same things. Sceptical voters
have even lost confidence in the voting process as they
see all the electioneering as a vehicle for politicians to
go to parliament where they will earn huge salaries,
and get attractive benefits and largely forget about the
voters. They will remember the voters after 5 years
when they want another mandate to go back to parlia-
ment.

The declining confidence in the electoral system partly
explains the increasing voter apathy. To many poten-
tial voters, the electoral process is just a means for
some politicians to access power and feather their
nests.

The logical question therefore is: why should people
vote for AZAPO? How will AZAPO be different from
the current political parties that are in office? What is
unique about AZAPO that other parties are not offer-
ing?

AZAPO offers voters the Black Consciousness ideolo-
gy. AZAPO is unapologetic about its love for Black peo-
ple and its commitment to restore the dignity of Black
people. But above all, AZAPO does not see itself as a
liberator of Black people. We see Black people as their
own liberators. Through BC, AZAPO advocates for
metal liberation of Black people. And once they are
mentally liberated, Black people become the masters
of their own destiny. They begin to do things for
themselves. In other words, instead of waiting to be
passive recipients of the goodwill of the state, they
become active in the struggle to emancipate them-
selves from the legacy of apartheid and colonialism.
AZAPO will unlock the full potential of Black people to
improve their lives and end the culture of total de-
pendency on the state for free things.

One of the reasons that the ruling party is arrogantly
abusing political office is their mistaken belief that
they alone liberated South Africa from apartheid.
AZAPO’s belief is that liberation, although not totally
achieved since the land and the economy is still firmly
entrenched in the hands of the white minority tribe,
was a collective act of our people. Our freedom was
not a gift bestowed upon us by one party. It was a
product of our people throughout the country. Our
people should reclaim that and see themselves as the
masters of their own destiny.

So why should you vote AZAPO? You should vote
AZAPO because it is AZAPO alone that intends to end
the victimhood mentality among our people. Current-
ly, we complain that our schools are dysfunctional.
But it is Black teachers who teach in those schools.
We complain that our hospitals are badly managed,
yet it is our own Black people who are running these
hospitals. We complain that the economy is not being
transformed, yet it is a Black government that is the
biggest purchaser of any service and goods. We still
sing about being landless, yet a Black government has
been in power for 24 years. All that Black people re-
quire is Black Consciousness to get out of the victim-
hood mentality and shape their own destiny. Vote
AZAPO, if you want a new vision for this country!

AZAPO Voice Volume 1 86



1

28 years ago on 4 July 1990, AZAPO lost one of its sea-
soned leaders in Cde Muntu ka Myeza. While his death
was made to look like a car accident, AZAPO stubborn-
ly believes that Cde Myeza was assassinated.

At the time of his assassination, Cde Myeza was
AZAPO’s Secretary for Defence. The Secretary for De-
fence was expected to, among other things, organise
and mobilise security and defence machinery and lo-
gistics for AZAPO internal purposes. Also, the Secre-
tary for Defence was expected to liaise with the exter-

nal BCMA and facilitate the recruitment and deploy-
ment of cadres inside Azania for the purposes of mili-
tary operations.

Cde Myeza had just left Bloemfontein heading for Jo-
hannesburg when he got involved in what looked like
an ambush “accident”. He had driven only about 14
kilometres from Bloemfontein. AZAPO was never con-
vinced that Cde Myeza could have fallen asleep behind
the wheel. It was alleged that his car veered off the
road. He was still alive when he was discovered by a
child, which gave us all the reason to suspect foul play
by the system.

A glance at the inquest report confirmed our suspi-
cions. There is no way in which so many of his bones
could have been broken by veering off the road. He ob-
viously was intercepted, bludgeoned and dumped at
the road side to die!

He will go down in history as one of the most vibrant
and intellectually astute BCM founders. Both his
tongue and pen were razor-sharp and piercing the con-
science of both BC detractors and enemies with unpar-
alleled efficacy. He got the media running head-over-
heels scrambling for a sound bite from him. It is he
who said “renegades are seldom the advocates of a
cause they have deserted”. When they boasted that the
ANC was operating underground during the 1976 up-
risings, he retorted that the ANC had gone down six
feet underground such that it was difficult for it to re-
surface during the 1976 uprisings.

MUNTU KA MYEZA LIVES ON
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As if foretelling the world about his own death, in
January 1989 at the funeral of one of the most
revered AZAPO leader and BC stalwart, Dr Abu
Asvat, Cde Myeza who died at the age of 39 had this
to say:

“The irony of life was that valuable people often die
too early, while others live too long and even defeat-
ed heart attacks and strokes.”

Simplicity, humility and forthrightness provided the
foundation for his success as a leader. He is one of
those that dragged a SASO President by the scruff of
the neck and threw him out of the hall for impudent-
ly misrepresenting SASO policy while addressing. He
was to become SASO President in 1974, and became
instrumental in organising the Viva Frelimo Rallies
that were scheduled for 25 September 1974 in Cur-
ries Fountain stadium in Durban. For this campaign
they were arrested and accused of having paved the
way for the 1976 uprisings. That became known as
the SASO/BPC Trial, wherein Steve Biko was the elo-
quent defence witness. Cde Myeza and his 8 Com-
rades were convicted and imprisoned on Robben
Island.

On his return from prison in 1982, he immediately
joined AZAPO and made the portfolio of Secretary for
Publicity and Information his own. It is during such
times that he also got involved in grassroots commu-
nity struggles as a residents’ association leader. Or-
dinary people had nothing but respect and admira-
tion for him, and consequently gave him the name
“Ingelosi Yomhlaba”.

We salute you Mzukwase, Dimbane, Mpangela, Kuth-
walwa. Wena owehla ngoMzungulu, wasala wabola!
Owathwala abezizwana bengekathwali! Wena
kaBovumane!

THE STATE MUST STOP SUFFOCATING 
SMALL BUSINESS

Media reports that the State owed various suppliers
more than R7 billion, exposing the reality that the
politicians are not walking the talk with regards to

paying service providers within 300 days. According
to a newspaper report, by the end of March this year,
more than 93 000 invoices worth more than R7 bil-
lion had not been paid for several months.

Senior government politicians and officials regularly
commit the State that it would settle all invoices
within 30 days. This is often an empty promise.
Those who suffer the most from the delayed pay-
ments are the small businesses. Many of these peo-
ple have to borrow money, some from loan sharks, to
supply goods and services to the State with the hope
that they would settle the loan once they have been
paid.

The delay by the state to process invoices create
nightmares for the small businesses that have no
other credit lines to major financial institutions.
Some of these people end up owing the loan sharks
more than the amount for which they would have
invoiced the State because of the huge interests the
loan sharks charge.

Sadly, politicians often make lofty statements about
“radical economic transformation” and the need to
support small businesses that are said to be active
players in job creation. But in reality, the small busi-
nesses have to wait for payment in vain without any
recourse. In some instances, the delays are created
by corrupt officials who want to be bribed to process
invoices, while in other cases the department would
claim to be experiencing cash flow crisis.
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The reason that this problem continues throughout
the country is because there have never been any real
consequences for either corruption or incompetence.
In other words, despite common complaints about
officials seeking bribes to process invoices and pay-
ments, nobody has been held accountable, or arrested
for these crimes. If the State does not take decisive
action against the corrupt officials, this problem will
continue.

The second problem is sheer incompetence. There
are officials who are just lazy to do their job, but they
act with impunity because the system is weak and
does not act against officials who are not doing their
work.

It is time that the State should improve efficiency in
service delivery and act against the wrong-doers. The
poor service that is associated with the public sector
weakens the position of those who are calling for a
stronger State which can play a much bigger role in
the development of the people.

WILL THE ZIMBABWE ELECTIONS
HERALD A NEW DAWN?

Later this month, Zimbabweans will participate in
Parliamentary and Presidential Elections. The admin-
istration of President Emmerson Mnangagwa, who
assumed power in a military assisted take-over in No-
vember last year, has pledged that the Elections
would be Free and Fair. So confident is Mnangagwa
about the prospects of a Free Election that he has wel-
comed international observers to his country to mon-
itor the Elections.

Since obtaining its independence from British coloni-
al rule in April 1980, Zimbabwe has held regular

Elections. So, Elections for the Zimbabwean people
are not a novelty. However, the Elections have been
mainly a one party show until the emergence of the
Movement for Democratic Change led by the late Mor-
gan Tsvangirai.

The political developments in Zimbabwe, a country
that has a proud history of liberation struggle, expos-
es the often ignored reality that real freedom is eco-
nomic freedom. Politically, Zimbabweans are a free
people. They are able to vote for a government of
their choice, albeit, within the limitation of bourgeois
democracy that tends to allow the dominant and well
financially-resourced party to retain its position of
domination.

In essence, the problems of Zimbabwe are mainly eco-
nomic. Since the radical land reform program that
saw the expropriation of land without compensation
from mainly white farmers to the indigenous African
people, the economy suffered a major shock that pre-
cipitated all sorts of problems including hyper-
inflation, unemployment of up to 90%, the falling in-
vestments and serious budget deficits that resulted in
the state failing to pay public servants on time. many
of our people still harbour.

The economic meltdown forced millions of Zimba-
bweans to leave the country for other countries, in-
cluding Britain and South Africa. The palace coup in
November that saw veteran leader President Robert
Mugabe being replaced by his prote ge , Emmerson
Mnangagwa, raised hopes for an economic recovery.
So far, investors have adopted a wait and see attitude,
essentially postponing the long awaited economic
recovery.
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The real big lesson to draw from the Zimbabwean ex-
perience is that political control of the country is not
enough for the creation of a prosperous and stable
society. Political power should be used to break down
the colonial architecture of the economy and empow-
er the indigenous people so that the economy is in the
hands of the locals. A country can never be fully free
unless its own people own their land, and own the
means of production in the economy. Without eco-
nomic control, Elections become a regular activity
which has no relation to changing the lives of the ordi-
nary people.

OUR COUNRTY IS AZANIA

AZAPO’s name for what colonisers called “South Afri-
ca” is “Azania”. The name “Azania” has been accepted
by revolutionaries, poets and historians worldwide.
Whether or not they had accepted it, the name
“Azania” was written and entrenched in the Land by
the blood of forebears in their anti-colonial wars; by
the blood of our martyrs in Sharpeville; and by the
blood of Azanians in the June 16 Uprisings.

In an anti-colonial revolution, one of the first things
the fighting masses do on reclaiming their land is to
rename their country to mark a departure from colo-
nial rule and its oppressive and exploitative values.
That is why Gold Coast became Ghana; Northern Rho-
desia became Zambia; Rhodesia became Zimbabwe;
Bechuanaland became Botswana; South West Africa
became Namibia; to name but a few countries.

It should make us wonder why colonial South Africa
remained South Africa. It could perhaps be a signal
that the things have remained fundamentally the

same. Yes, the land is still owned by the colonisers,
and the economy is still in the hands of white people
to the exclusions of the Black majority that still consti-
tute the majority of the landless and poor. The radio
and television are still white and European.

Strangely some Black people rejected the name
“Azania” and embraced the colonial name “South Afri-
ca” because they claimed that the name “Azania”
means “the land of slaves. AZAPO leader and BCM co-
founder Rev George Mpapa Wauchope, who penned a
scholarly paper on the origins of the name “Azania”,
has scorned the notion of slaves owning land because
“slaves are by definition people who are owned”.

It may be necessary to quote Cde Wauchope at length
on this one: “Etymologically the common heritage of
Swahili clearly emerges. The word 'Zanj' is a Persian
word meaning 'Black'. In Zulu ‘zansi’ means down or
south. When one looks at countries where the pho-
neme ‘za’ or ‘z’ emerges, one discovers that such coun-
tries are situated in the Southern Hemisphere, e.g.
Zanzibar, Mozambique, Zambia, Zaire, and perhaps
Zimbabwe. In the latter, ‘zi’ can be compared to the
Zulu ‘ningizimu’ which also means south. ‘ia’ is a suf-
fix that denotes land, whilst the Swahili ‘nia’ refers to
the innermost part of man, heart, mind, conscience or
disposition. Therefore, Azania means ‘land of the
Black people”

After the banning of the Black Consciousness organi-
sations on 19 October 1977, AZAPO as the political
heir to those organisations and their political and his-
torical legacy, emerged and intensified the campaign
for the usage of the name “Azania” by attaching to it-
self and all its formations the name “Azania”.

AZAPO calls upon all our people to join this campaign
by dumping, where necessary, all references to our
country as “South Africa”. For instance, it will not be
correct to say Azania is a neo-colonial country because
it is South Africa that is such a country. The name
“Azania” is a direct identification with self-discovery
and positive identity of our people within the context
of Black Power.

One Azania! One People! One Nation!
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24 years into democracy the ruling party still needs a
court of law to force it to prioritise the education of
Black children. Today the Bisho High Court ruled in
favour of the NGO Equal Education (EE) that some as-
pects of the Department of Basic Education’s Norms
and Standards legislation are unconstitutional.

Four months ago EE approached the court to force gov-
ernment to meet its “school infrastructure targets set
to fulfil the rights to dignity, equality, education and
the best interests of the child”. That whole line is a
code for the plight of the Black child. White learners
and their communities do not have the basic educa-
tional infrastructure challenges faced by their counter-
parts in the townships and villages.

If the President, the Ministers, the Premiers and the
MECs are virtually all black, why does it take NGOs to
force the government to do the right thing for the Black
child?

Only after unrelenting pressure did the government
undertake and release its National Education Infra-
structure Management System (NEIMS) Report in
2011. The ANC was already 11 years in state power.
Of about 25 000 ordinary public schools at that time,
the Report confirmed that:

• 3 544 schools do not have electricity, while a fur-
ther 804 schools have an unreliable electricity
source;

• 2 402 schools have no water supply, while a further
2 611 schools have an unreliable water supply;

• 913 do not have any ablution facilities while 11
450 schools are still using pit latrine toilets;

• 22 938 schools do not have stocked libraries, while
19 541 do not even have a space for a library;

• 21 021 schools do not have any laboratory facili-
ties, while 1 231 schools have stocked laboratories;

• 2 703 schools have no fencing at all; and
• 19 037 schools do not have a computer centre,

whilst a further 3 267 have a room designed as a
computer centre but are not stocked with comput-
ers.

The Report also confirmed that there were, at that
time, over 400 schools in the Eastern Cape that were
classified as “mud-schools”, many of them consisting of
mud and shacks. Again, we have to remind you that
this whole mess exclusively affects the education of the
Black child.

MUD SCHOOLS REMAIN A “NORM AND STANDARD” FOR BLACK CHILDREN
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At the time of the publishing of the Norms and Stand-
ards legislation in 2013, the Department of Basic Ed-
ucation issued a commitment that, “In terms of the
Norms and Standards for Public School Infrastruc-
ture, the provincial departments have three years to
eradicate schools made from inappropriate materials
such as mud, wood, metal and asbestos”. Of course,
it was less than a year to the 2014 General Elections.
Anyway, what that commitment meant was that mud
schools and lack of basic infrastructure would be his-
tory in black schools by 2016.

To show that they knew what they were talking 
about, the government told the public that:

“Minimum Norms and Standards are regula-
tions that define the infrastructural condi-
tions that make a school a school. They stipu-
late the basic level of infrastructure that eve-
ry school must meet in order to function
properly”.

It is now 5 years since the publishing of the Norms
and Standards legislation and all the promises by the
ANC-led government. Mud and asbestos remain a
“norm and standard” in the black schools. Infra-
structure is still a far cry. Since 2014 a third Black
child has died in a pit toilet despite all the election-
eering promises.

Today acting Judge Nomawabo Msizi found a funny
clause that indefinitely postpones implementation of
the “Norms and Standards”. The clause that states
that implementation of the set norms and standards
is subject to resources and co-operation from other
government agencies responsible for infrastructure
has been ruled unconstitutional and in violation of

the SA Schools Act 84 of 1996.

Further, Judge Msizi ordered that “all schools and
classes built from mud, asbestos, metal and wood be
prioritised and built with proper materials within
three years from the date of publication of the regu-
lations”.

THE GREATER EVIL 
OF NEO-COLONIALISM

Unlike colonialism, neo-colonialism is almost impos-
sible to fight. This is because under neo-colonialism,
colonialism is replaced with coloniality. So, the Eu-
ropean coloniser is gone and has been replaced by
indigenous rulers but who, unfortunately, still follow
the same script that was developed by the colonisers
of yesteryear.

It can be argued that neo-colonialism is the perfec-
tion of colonialism. Under colonialism, the enemy is
easy to identify. Often, the enemy of the people
would be Caucasian and of European origin. He
would rule without the consent and mandate of the
majority of the people, the colonised people. The
colonialist regime would be both illegitimate and
undemocratic. It is easy to rise against such a regime
that undermines the will of the people.

This is not the case under neo-colonialism. The gov-
ernment is led by local people. It is often elected by
the majority into office and therefore cannot be dis-
missed as not representing the will of the majority.
But sadly, it still advances the interests of the coloni-
al powers against those of the local population.
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As Steve Biko once asserted, “the most potent weapon
in the hands of the oppressor is the mind of the op-
pressed”. Through colonial education and other tools
of indoctrination, colonialism becomes the norm. It
becomes the right way of life. So, when our people
say they want to repossess their land without com-
pensation, neo-colonial politicians would be extreme-
ly firm to argue that if you do that, you will destroy
the economy because you would have undermined
property rights - a sacred clause in the Constitution.
They are quick to point that a radical Land Reform
program would undermine food security and that
your own people would rise against you as it hap-
pened in many countries that tried to change the
script of colonialism.

So strong is the colonial mentality amongst our peo-
ple that we are quick to shower praises and accolades
to people who go out and secure foreign investments.
We pay little or no attention to the creation of domes-
tic investors so that we can control our own economy
and not rely on the foreigners to feed our people.

AZAPO has a huge task to dismantle the colonial ar-
chitect of our economy, but more fundamentally, to
free the mind of Black people so that they can begin
to believe that they alone are their own true libera-
tors.

ERASURE OF STRUGGLE HERITAGE

The right wing organisation of white people called
FF+ has demanded that the revolutionary song “Thina
Sizwe Esimnyama” (We, the Black Nation) must never
be sung again in Azania. He added that it must be
condemned. This song which was sung rebelliously

by the Black Consciousness Movement, can be loosely 
translated as follows:

We, the Black Nation
We’re crying for our Land
That was taken by white people through force 
We demand that they leave our Land alone!

AZAPO has never stopped singing the Black Power
song. It therefore surprises AZAPO as to why the
right wing organisation spit their racist outburst only
when the song was sung recently at an international
choir competition. The right wingers protested that
this implies that white people either stole or took the
land by force from Black people. Nonsense. The
Black Power song is not implying, but stating it cate-
gorically that Black people were forcefully dispos-
sessed of their land by white people. Far from a Rain-
bow song, it is a Black Power song that reminds Black
people that the principal demand of the Azanian Rev-
olution has not been met. That which we bled and
died for has yet to be returned to its rightful owners.

AZAPO is concerned that the white right wing in Aza-
nia has the arrogance to demand for the erasure of
struggle heritage. It is a demand for the erasure of
the Black people’s identity, soul and spirituality. Be-
cause the repossession of our land and total libera-
tion have not yet been achieved, the arrogant and rac-
ist chant by the white right wing amounts to a decree
for the banning of the continuation of the struggle.

The ANC’s timid non-racialism has never been ade-
quate to offer a fierce fight and solid resistance
against white racism. They are too keen to take a long
jump into race reconciliation and rainbowism. After
long legal offensives by the right wing AfriForum,
Acting Judge Leon Halgryn of the South Gauteng High
Court ruled in 2010 that the struggle song “Ayesaba
Amagwala” was unconstitutional and amounted to
“hate speech”. The court directed that the phrase
“Shoot the Boer” could not be sung or chanted. That
affected a whole number of revolutionary songs, most
of which have, of necessity, to carry the command to
“Shoot the Boer”. The obedient ANC towed the right
wing line and abandoned and denounced the slogan
“Kill the Farmer, Kill the Boer”. The ANC was forced
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to compromise again and again. What used to be “Kill
the Boer” was toned down to “Kiss the Boer”. Whose
lips did the ANC expect to “kiss” the enemy? Was it
the dry and starving lips of Black people?

4ment created these conditions; and that they are not
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AZAPO maintains that the racist cannot teach us how
to fight racism. Nobody will impose limitations or
stumbling blocks to how Black people should repos-
sess their land and liberate themselves. If we allow
the racist intimidation, we will soon be told that the
Black Power fist is “unconstitutional”. The Founding
Father of the BCM warned us long before he was mur-
dered by the very same white right wing that seeks to
teach us struggle that white racists do not only kick
us; they also teach us how to respond to their racist
kick.

LIBERALS HAVE NO MORAL 
AUTHORITY TO LECTURE US

ON THE LEGACY OF APARTHEID

One of the important struggles that we, as Black peo-
ple, must continue to wage is the struggle against for-
getting. We need to know, not just our history but al-
so the history of those who had oppressed us. Igno-
rance of history is a weapon that can be used against
us. We may find ourselves castigating those we
should be supporting and cheering those we should be
condemning.

It is in this context that we must look closely at how
the Democratic Alliance jumped onto the bandwagon
of attacking the government following the death of a 3
-year-old, who fell into a pit toilet in a village outside
Polokwane.

For the record, AZAPO believes that the government
should work tirelessly to improve the living condi-
tions of the poor who have no access to all sorts of
basic needs including sanitation and water. However,
it is a bitter pill to swallow to hear the DA provincial
leader say more than 73% of the population still used
pit toilets, while another 3.5% of households had no
toilet facilities at all. It is as if the ANC-led govern-

the legacy of apartheid for which the DA must also
take some responsibility.

Well, it is perhaps appropriate that we unmask this
façade and posture of a caring organisation and get to
understand the real DNA of the DA. Before calling it-
self the DA, this party was called the Democratic Party
(DP) of Zach de Beer, who was also a chairman of An-
glo-American mining company. Before that, it was the
Progressive Federal Party of Helen Suzman. Until af-
ter the 1994 General Elections, this party was a liberal
party for whites. While they were vocal about the ex-
cesses of the apartheid regime, they benefited hand-
somely from racism and capitalism that subjected
Black people to economic misery and poverty.

This party may have hoodwinked some from the Black
population, but it is least qualified to talk about lack of
quality of service for the rural poor having been part
of the system that gave rise to the Black Plight. In fact,
this party always advances the interests of white peo-
ple and the propertied class. On the debate of the Re-
possession of Land without compensation, they are on
the side of the propertied class. On Affirmative Action
and other remedial options to undo the legacy of
apartheid, they obfuscate the issue and hide behind
the merit argument as if Black people have no capacity
of qualifications to assume higher office.

Little wonder that this party failed to take any real
action against their senior leader who had comple-
mentary words about colonialism.

There is no doubt that the government should do
more to improve the lives of Black people. Sadly, very
little has been done. And this is a disgrace on the rul-
ing party whose ridiculous failures are used by white
racists to claim that Black people are not worthy to
govern. But the white liberals and their pawns have
no moral authority to lecture a democratically elected
government about conditions that were created by
apartheid and the system of white supremacy, which
was the foundation that created two nations in the country -
one white and rich and the other black and poor, to para-
phrase former President Thabo Mbeki.
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Ipsos, the market research company whose worldwide
headquarters are in France, recently released survey
results that suggest that the ruling party will comforta-
bly get 60% of the total voter support at national level,
and over 50% in all provinces except in the Western
Cape and Northern Cape in the coming 2019 national
elections. This is despite the endless service delivery
protests and the ruling party’s factional battles, ram-
pant corruption, poor governance, disruptive turmoil,
poor service delivery at all levels of government.

It would be interesting if these surveys were to be area
-specific and focus on the municipalities where the ser-
vice delivery rebellions are a daily occurrence. We are
curious to know how the residents in Hammanskraal,
Kimberley, Mahikeng, Khayelitsha, Soweto and other
areas would respond to a specific survey that focuses
on service delivery issues, poor governance, rampant
corruption, cadre deployment, and so forth.

According to Ipsos’ press release, the study was con-
ducted from 20 April to 7 June 2018. Out of 25.4 mil-
lion eligible voters based on the 2014 National and
Provincial Elections (NPE) statistics, a sample of 3 738
South Africans were randomly selected and inter-
viewed by Ipsos fieldworkers. It is interesting to note
that the survey represents 0.015% of the total eligible
25.4 million voters who were registered before the
2014 NPE elections, and 0,014% of the 26.3 million

eligible voters registered for the 2016 Local Governing 
Elections (LGE).

The other political parties represented in Parliament
such as DA, EFF and IFP share 21% of the electoral
support, which makes the remaining 19% available for
political parties such as AZAPO to contest in addition to
the 60% electoral support predicted for the ruling par-
ty as per the Ipsos survey. Our objective as AZAPO is
not to focus on the 21% electoral support that is said to
be shared by the other official political parties current-
ly represented in Parliament, but the 79% (ANC 60% +
19% remainder).

BEYOND THE IPSOS SURVEY RESULTS
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As AZAPO, we have many of our members who are
post-graduates, political and social scientists; and
who are quite familiar with how the surveys are con-
ducted throughout the world. If we had enough re-
sources like other political parties represented in
Parliament, it would have been possible for us to
conduct our own surveys from the South African citi-
zens and focus on contentious issues such as land,
poverty, renaming of the country, national anthem
and abolition of Provincial Governments in addition
to governance and service delivery issues. We be-
lieve these issues should form the daily pulse of our
people as compared to the 5-year electoral cycle ex-
citement that has continued to betray our people for
the past 24 years under the ANC-led government.

AZAPO knows that these opinion polls or surveys do
have an influence on the electorate in one way or the
other. There are cases in political history where du-
bious market research institutions have sought to
sway the electorate in a preferred direction.

However, AZAPO will use all available information
and statistics to organise, mobilise and consolidate
people’s power on the ground towards victory. Our
programme is in full swing to ensure that we have
AZAPO public representatives in all 4,392 wards. We
are out to build AZAPO, the flagbearer of the BCM
and custodian of Biko, and make it the political or-
ganisation of choice.

BRICS MAY BE A WINDOW 
OF OPPORTUNITY, BUT ...

Leaders from Brazil, Russia, India, China and South
Africa this week attended a BRICS summit in Johan-
nesburg. As usual, the Summit gets positive reviews
in the media and from many commentators.

The general thrust is that the membership of BRICS
is a catalyst for economic development and economic
cooperation among member states. Given that China
has more than 1.4 billion people, India has a popula-
tion of more than 1.3 billion, Brazil has just over 210
million and Russia has about 145 million people;
these countries have a combined potential market of

more than 3.1 billion people which is more than 40%
of the world population.

According to official BRICS documents, the purpose 
of the BRICS Strategy includes:

• To enhance market access opportunities and fa-
cilitate market interlinkages.

• To promote mutual trade and investment and
create a business-friendly environment for inves-
tors and entrepreneurs in all BRICS countries.

• To enhance and diversify trade and investment
cooperation that support value addition among
the BRICS countries.

These are noble intentions. On the face of it, South
Africa can use its BRICS membership to access a
huge market of more than 3.1 billion people. Having
access to the market is one thing, but having some-
thing to market and sell is a completely different
matter.

Away from the glamour and lure of Summits attend-
ed by Heads of State, real local entrepreneurs have to
work with the assistance of the state to identify busi-
ness opportunities. In other words, the South Afri-
can business leaders have to ask themselves: what
are the products that can be manufactured in South
Africa that are in demand in the BRICS countries? If
they can answer that question and work relentlessly
to supply goods to the BRICS countries, then South
Africa’s association with BRICS would be of benefit
to the country because jobs would be created in the
manufacturing and other sectors.
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If the South African businesses fail to be innovative
and to produce products that are globally competi-
tive, then the membership of BRICS might result in
the increase of the trade deficit with these countries
to the detriment of South Africa. BRICS may just be
another fertile ground for modern day neo-
colonialism.

One thing that must be clear to all of us is that global
trade is brutal. It is not driven by moral arguments.
Every country will always act to advance its national
interests. It would be naïv e of us to be too comforta-
ble with our BRICS friends and assume that they will
treat South Africa with kid gloves in the trade wars.
BRICS countries may love South Africa, but they love
their respective countries even more.

THE EVIL ROOTS OF TAXI VIOLENCE

Those who blame the government for the violence
that has engulfed the taxi industry rightly assert that
the State had failed to develop a comprehensive pub-
lic transport system that properly regulates the taxi
industry. They also add that despite the fact that the
taxi industry transports the majority of people in the
working class areas, there is no State subsidy to the
taxi industry.

These two factors - lack of subsidy and the poor regu-
latory framework – contribute to the low profit mar-
gins in the industry. And when there is no profit, the
fight over crumbs becomes severe and brutal.

There are more than 200 000 taxis in South Africa.
The industry is estimated to have a turnover of more
than R16,5 billion. This is big business, yet it is treat-
ed largely as informal. If we had a government with a
vision, they would unlock the full potential of this in-
dustry. And how can they do that? Currently, the
manufacturers of the thousands of minibuses running
on our roads are foreign companies. The South Afri-
can Defence industry has capacity to manufacture so-
phisticated tanks, helicopters, army trucks and even
vehicles. All that is required is political will and a vi-
sion based on putting the interests of South Africans
first. And we can produce safe minibuses that can be
sold to taxi operators. Instead of making slogans
about “radical economic transformation”, we can ac-
tually transform our economy to benefit our people.
But where there is no vision, people perish!

However, there is a much deeper problem of violence
in the Black Community. AZAPO believes that there is
also a psychological problem that turns some of us
into brutes that can unleash the kind of brutal vio-
lence as reported this past weekend in KwaZulu-Natal
where more than 250 rounds of ammunition were
sprayed on a minibus, killing 11 taxi drivers and leav-
ing six others wounded.

The system of colonialism and apartheid has dehu-
manised Black people to an extent that they have low
self-esteem and have internalised violence. It has be-
come common for some among us to kill a fellow
Black person for a small thing such as a cellphone. If
we are to regain our humanity, we need a dose of
Black Consciousness, a philosophy designed to free
Black People from their mental oppression, from self-
hate and from inferiority complex.
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POVERTY OF LEADERSHIP

No matter how intelligent a group of people may be,
but they still need to be led. Without leadership they
will fumble and stumble despite the fact that they are
all intelligent. They need to be given direction and
guidance.

A leader without a vision and a mission is no leader at
all. South African political leaders seem to be people
who want to sit out their term and loot as much State
resources as they possibly can during their term of
office. That is no leadership at all.

Apart from other things, the Germans are known for
their Mercedes, BMWs, Audis and VWs; the Koreans
are known for their cellphones, appliances and cars.
For every other country, we could still list the things
that distinguish them from others in the world. What
is South Africa known for? Nothing other than being a
consumer of the finished products of other countries.
Even the gold and platinum that are our South Africa’s
strength are dug out of the ground and sold ridicu-
lously cheap or at a loss on the global commodity mar-
ket. There is no leadership intervention.

But check out who has been given the rights to dig our
minerals. It is foreign multinational companies. South
Africa provides no leadership to add value to its min-
erals by beneficiating them before selling them. While
the oil-producing countries use their mineral re-
sources to assert themselves on the global economy
stage and develop their countries, South Africa lacks
the leadership to use its gold and platinum to assert
itself and develop the country.

In the agricultural front, there is no leadership pres-
ence to equip and subsidise black farmers so that they
could grow and reach the level of the commercial
white farmers. Politicians are happy with dishing out
small patches of barren land to poor Black people with
the hope that they will get votes to retain their power.
There is no leadership and no vision to develop the
people and the country. The focus is limited on hollow
electioneering.

A developmental state should treat education as a pri-
ority. Yet the ANC-led government is fumbling in that
important area. All they do is to go to some European
countries at great cost to copy some education models
and transplant them into our system. They will return
and issue instructions that everything that was previ-
ously done must be abruptly stopped because they
have brought a solution to the country’s problems.

You will remember how the government hastily intro-
duced the Outcomes Based Education (OBE) in the
1990s without paying attention to the conditions and
infrastructure challenges of South Africa. The system
struggled even in the more advanced countries like
Australia where we copied it from. Instead of teaching
the learners, time and resources were spent teaching
the teachers how to teach the learners. Meanwhile,
the Matric and other Grades results were worsening.
This political experiment was done at the expense of
the future of our children and the development of our
country. There is no leadership vision at all. After the
OBE another political experiment called Additive Mul-
tilingualism was introduced. There have been more
experiments with FET Colleges and higher education.
All these political experiments have exposed the pov-
erty of leadership.

AZAPO is clear that African problems will require Afri-
can solutions. Black Consciousness is the philosophy
within which we extract and ground our policy objec-
tives.
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August is dubbed the Women’s Month in South Africa.
August is chosen as the symbolism to remember and
honour the 9 August 1956 women’s march on the
apartheid Union buildings against the pass laws.

On 1 August 2018 the women in South Africa organised
marches throughout the country under the
#TheTotalShutdown. AZAPO is proud that its women’s
wing, IMBELEKO, participated in the marches. The
main march was in Pretoria to the Union Buildings.
Ironically, 62 years ago women marched on the Union
Buildings, and in 2018 the women are still marching on
the Union Buildings.

Sadly, the ANCWL withdrew its support and held a sep-
arate march to the ANC headquarters of Luthuli House
where they handed over a petition, hugged and em-
braced with their leaders in a jolly atmosphere. They
said the reasons they went on a tangent was because
the #TheTotalShutdown did not allow men to join their

march. Because men would not be allowed to march
side-by-side with women, the Bathabile Dlamini-led
ANCWL felt it necessary to compromise the Sisterly
Solidarity.

It is tragic that women could be divided over the same
men whose bad practices are the target of their action.
That disunity was a lease for a longer life to patriarchy.

At the Union Buildings, women rejected a woman in
the name of Naledi Pandor to be the one to receive
their petition. They were made to wait for about 8
hours for President Ramaphosa – a man, who was said
to be out of town. One of their demands was that men
guilty of Gender-Based Violence should not be appoint-
ed in government offices. That demand would have
compromised an ANCWL that stood by Zuma and
against his rape accuser Fezekile Khuzwayo who had to
be exiled as a result of constant harassment and abuse
by the ANC and ANCWL. Mduduzi Manana, who was
convicted of assaulting two women, was, until last
week, rubbing shoulders in a honeymoon with the
leaders of the ANCWL as fellow MPs in Parliament.

While the misogynist honeymoon is being staged, femi-
cide is on the rise in South Africa. Statistics South Afri-
ca reported on Tuesday that the murder rate for wom-
en increased by 117% between 2015 and 2016/17;
and that the number of women who experienced sexu-
al offences jumped from 31 665 in 2015/16 to 70 813
in 2016/17. That amounts to an increase of 53%.

PATRIARCHY MUST BE DESTROYED ROOT AND BRANCH
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Perhaps it will make more sense when we talk about
the actual women who perished under Gender-Based
Violence rather than the dry statistics. In 2017 a 21-
year old Zolile Khumalo was shot and killed by her
boyfriend Thobani Mzolo. On the same day the news
of Zolile’s murder broke out, Sandile Mantswe was
found guilty of murdering and disposing his girl-
friend Karabo Mokoena. The list is endless –
Nompumelelo Mhlongo and Nonkululeko Mpanza of
Thokoza; Unisa student Jabulile Nhlapo; Promise
Mthembu of KZN.

While men have some role to play in ending patriar-
chy and sexism, AZAPO believes the fight, its leader-
ship and direction belong in the hands of women.

THE FACE OF WEALTH 
REMAINS WHITE

10 years ago, in the list of top 50 wealthiest South
Africans, 13 were black. Ten years later, that list has
only 5 black faces. And there is only one black man –
Patrice Motsepe – in the top 10 of the wealthiest
South Africans.

If there was any doubt that South Africa is not mak-
ing progress to reverse the legacy of colonialism and
apartheid, the latest survey conducted by City Press

on “who owns what” in the country provides suffi-
cient proof.

Just as a side issue, Motsepe has attracted some vitri-
olic attacks from some political circles in the Black
community for his wealth. He is not the richest
South African, but that he is Black and among the
richest people in the country seems not to sit well
with some political forces. Why? This is because
racism has made it normal for white people to be
rich, and extremely “immoral” for a Black person to
be rich. This talks to the psychological chains that
continue to oppress many of our people.

The categorisation of Black people as poor is so firm-
ly entrenched in our minds that Black business peo-
ple who get state contracts are subjected to serious
scrutiny, while no such attention is given to white
companies that get major contracts from the state.
That is perhaps the reason that the corruption asso-
ciated with the big construction companies involving
billions of Rands in the run-up to the 2010 World
Cup was described in the mainstream media as
“collusion”, but not corruption.

But we digress. The real issue about our country is
that it is not transforming economically. In fact, we
are going backwards. The colonial architecture of
the economy remains in place. Despite the talk of
Radical Economic Transformation, the truth is that
the economy is still in the hands of a white minority
tribe. The system of white monopoly capital is so
creative and agile that it co-opts most of the Black
leaders who have the capacity to challenge it.
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Capitalism is a ruthless and barbaric system, which
cannot be reformed but can only be eradicated
through a socialist inspired revolution. But while we
are still waiting for the dawn of socialism, it is appro-
priate that we deracialise the face of the free market
system and the captains of industry. The Black and
patriotic bourgeoisie can be harnessed to play a posi-
tive role in the reconstruction of our country to ad-
dress the legacy of apartheid and colonialism, which
has resulted in millions of our people living in mikhu-
khu, without water and sanitation.

But for the situation to change, we need a revolution-
ary government that is unapologetic about its love for
Black people and black business. It is not enough for
the government to play victim when it has more than
a trillion-rand budget that can be used to change the
face of the wealth in our country.

BRING APARTHEID 
MASTERMINDS TO BOOK

Former security policeman Joao Rodrigues appeared
in the Johannesburg Magistrate’s Court this week fac-
ing charges of murder and defeating the ends of jus-
tice in connection with the death of anti-apartheid
activist Ahmed Timol 47 years ago.

The apartheid security apparatus had claimed at the
time that Timol had committed suicide by jumping
through a widow from a building where he was being
interrogated by the police. His family and many in
the liberation movement had always maintained that
Timol, like many other freedom fighters such as Steve
Bantu Biko and Tshifhiwa Muofhe, had been brutally
murdered by the security police.

The opening of the case offers a chance for the Timol
family to get closure but perhaps more importantly a
chance to get justice, which they deserve, for the mur-
der of their loved one. On the face of it, the news of a
trial for the apartheid foot soldier appears to be good
news.

However, there are more fundamental issues that the 
court appearance of Rodrigues raises. The first is the

obvious one. Rodrigues, if indeed is guilty of murder-
ing Timol, would have committed the murder not in
his personal capacity. He had no personal gain or mo-
tive in the murder of Timol, but he was part of a sys-
tem that had vowed to crush all efforts of Black peo-
ple to attain their liberation. So, arresting Rodrigues
is to go after the small fish, while ignoring the master-
minds behind the murder. How come we do not see
the significance of the arrest of political principals
who would have given political guidance for such
gross human rights abuse to be committed with im-
punity?

There is a reason why the political murder of Timol
has been reduced into a common murder where the
system of apartheid is not on trial. AZAPO is the only
political movement that has been consistent in its re-
jection of the Kempton Park-negotiated deal as a sell-
out. The deal offered Black people the minimum –
political freedom but the land and the wealth re-
mained in the hands of the minority white tribe/
nation. But the biggest injustice of the Kempton Park
was the characterisation of our liberation struggle as
a crime. Freedom fighters, who gave their all to fight
for justice, democracy and the repossession of the
land, were given the same status as the terrorists who
were fighting to retain and enforce apartheid, a sys-
tem universally condemned by the United Nations as
a crime against humanity. That is the reason why the
defenders of apartheid and their leaders got away
literally with murder. It is easy to go after the Ro-
drigues of this world, but there is no political appetite
by the ruling party to bring the commanders and po-
litical principals of Rodrigues to book. We were sold
out. What a shame!
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UNEMPLOYMENT AND POVERTY 
WORSEN FOR BLACK PEOPLE

The labour force survey released by Statistics South
Africa for Second Quarter of 2018 confirms that this
country is in a New Down. With 24 years or 5 terms in
state power, the ruling party has dismally failed to
turn the lives of poor Black people around. Poverty
and inequality are getting worse. The wealth gap be-
tween black and white is making no promise that it
will close.

The unemployment rate has now increased from 26.7
in the First Quarter of 2018 to 27.2 in the Second
Quarter. It is not a sudden development. This very
high unemployment rate is the order of the day under
the ruling party. The unemployment rate averaged
25.57 from 2000 to 2008, and reached an all-time high
of 31.20 in the Fourth Quarter of 2008.

Even so, we are still talking about the official version,
which excludes those people that have given up look-
ing for a job. The absurdity of the official version is
that if you stopped looking for a job because you do
not have the money of waking up and commuting to
town, you are removed from the database of the un-
employed people. Believe it or not. You are no longer
unemployed once you stop looking for a job!

AZAPO is not in the habit of hiding the plight of Azani-
ans behind statistics. If we give you the full and raw
picture of the unemployment rate in South Africa,
AZAPO will reveal that the figure is 37.2 in the Second
Quarter of 2018, which increased from 36.7 in the

First Quarter. The lives of Black people are deteriorat-
ing under the rule of the ANC-led government.

Even according to the official or contracted version of
27.2%, the number of unemployed people rose by 103
000 to 6.08 million from 5.98 million in the First Quar-
ter of 2018. The number of the employed people fell
by 90 000 to 16.29 million from 16.38 in the previous
quarter. The Survey tell us that the loss of jobs took
place in informal sector which lost 73 000 jobs; the
formal sector lost 35 000 jobs; while 3000 jobs were
lost in the agricultural sector.

These figures represent people, and negatively affect
the lives of human beings. These human beings are
Black people the majority of whom are already poor.
We know that about 55% of the population are living
below the poverty datum line, which is itself, just like
the official unemployment version, a statistical way of
hiding the real poverty of Black people in South Africa.

The way things stand, you might say there is no incen-
tive for being educated. First, education is unattaina-
bly expensive. Yet there is no guarantee that the
young graduate will get a job. Of course, having a
qualification is better than no one at all. The unem-
ployment rate of young graduates stands at 11.9%,
and that is “more than two times higher than their
adult counterparts at 4.4%.

AZAPO is worried that the sector of the people re-
ferred to as the future is worse off. The youth sector
faces an unemployment rate of 38.8% compared to
the adults at 17.9%. The simple meaning of all this is
that there is no future under the ruling party that has
plunged the country into a New Down for 24 years.
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Hair, more especially that of black women, possess so-
cial qualities which are associated with people’s lived
experiences. Unpacking the meanings behind the lived
experiences of these women highlights that these very
experiences are embedded in symbolism, cultural, po-
litical and generational influences that underpin how
these women wear and style their hair.

These evolved into political discussions and engage-
ments that dictated the struggle and power behind
black women’s hair, thus the emergence of slogans
such as ‘Black is Beautiful’. Furthermore, Black women
continue to reinvent these discussions on a daily basis
by the manner in which they introduce new styles to
their hair. Whether a black woman wears her hair nat-
ural or in weave, she is always criticised and can’t win.
There is a struggle attached to this hair.

During the evolution of Black Consciousness in AZA-
NIA, negative cultural and social connotations that

are attached to the natural hair of black women, were
vociferously challenged. The social characterisation of
Black hair as ‘bad hair’ requiring straightening and by
extension black skin as not good enough and needing
whitening invoked an active rejection from those who
had imbibed Black Consciousness as a liberatory phi-
losophy and a weapon of struggle. Through the perme-
ation of Black Consciousness, AZANIA witnessed black
women choosing natural hair as a symbol of their so-
cial standing and characterisation, affirming the fact
that there is struggle to black women’s hair.

Over time, we have witnessed the intertwined relation-
ship between the black women’s hair and race as an
averment of historicity of black people. Hair is greatly
used as a strong determinant for stereotyping. It is
easy for Black women to crave for hair that is different
to theirs. You would have seen the different styles of
black women’s hair being an awe of other races, more
so the European descendants who would commonly be
heard making “innocent requests” such as “can I touch
your hair?” This attraction and attention would have
been aroused by the natural beauty of dreadlocked hair
or simply well-groomed Afrikan natural hair which
would have been seen as different from the norm, the
known and the accepted.

Black women are now seen wearing different types and
styles of hair ranging from natural to borrowed. To
what extent does this recharacterize the symbolism of
black women’s hair as a determinant of race and strug-
gle?

THERE IS STRUGGLE TO BLACK WOMEN’S HAIR
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The struggle has benefitted from the commitment of
women whose type and style of hair has not been
prohibitive to them being influencers to the progres-
sive development of society. As hair continues to in-
voke discussion in struggle and society, women’s in-
telligence, wisdom and beauty should not be seen as
attached to their hair.

Women should be embraced and celebrated for their
womanhood and not so much for what is seen on top
of their heads. After all, people who tend to comment
more and stereotype women based on their hair-
styles and type of hair they wear is men than other
women. It is, more often, men who run away from
their own hair as they cut it as soon as it rears.

Afrikan natural hair is rich with symbolic meaning
and a site of self-expression, regardless of gender or
social class. Nowadays, more and more black women
are embracing and celebrating natural black hair and
hairstyles. Black women’s hair is so meaningful and
creative and that should be celebrated and not sub-
ordinated.

HEARINGS INTO LAND 
ARE A CHARADE

If there was anything that proved beyond doubt that
the ruling party has perfected the art of manipulating
the masses of our people, it is the recent public hear-
ings into the proposals of changing the Constitution
to enable the state to expropriate land without com-
pensation.

As expected, the majority of our people expressed
their support that Section 25 of the Constitution
should be amended to allow the expropriation of
land without compensation. The submission of
AZAPO to these hearings was also to correct the ter-
minology, that we should seek the repossession of
land without compensation. AZAPO argued that the
term “expropriation” suggests that the ownership of
land belongs to the settlers, which is a wrong prem-
ise. AZAPO’s position is the basic truth. And the truth
is that the land was stolen by the European settlers.
This is the land that should be repossessed and its

ownership transferred to Black people.

AZAPO has argued, since the dawn of democracy,
that the struggle to liberate AZANIA was aborted in
1994, the main reason for this assertion is that 27
April 1994 did not usher in the transfer of land from
the descendants of the European settlers to the Black
majority. This is now supported by the many more
voices that are admitting that the 1994 CODESA deal
was a sell-out arrangement. The CODESA deal deliv-
ered a vote to the majority but failed on the major
issues of the transfer of land and economic power,
what others refer to as the means of production.

So, the current ruling party has been in power for 24
years. During that time, we have seen deepening lev-
els of poverty. We have seen South Africa becoming
the most unequal society in the world. We have seen
rising rebellions against the state by various commu-
nities. We have seen more and more people express-
ing their anger over their landlessness. And to calm
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the frustrations of the people, what does the ruling
party do? They organise public hearings on the issue
of land expropriation without compensation.

These hearings were a creative ploy to blunt the an-
ger of the people over failed government’s program to
give land to the people. The essence of these hearings
are similar to asking a person who is on the brink of
starvation if it would be okay for him to be given food.
There can only be one answer. A hungry person needs
food. A landless person needs land. Period!

To prove that the ruling party was not sincere in
holding the public hearings, even before the process
was concluded, the party announced that it would
proceed with plans to change the Constitution to ena-
ble the state to expropriate land without compensa-
tion. But through the hearings, the ruling party has
been able to buy time. It has been able to convince the
masses of our people that it is concerned about their
state of landlessness. It was all a charade. It was all an
act. It is an election tactic for next year. What a pity!

POLITICS WITHOUT INTEGRITY

Tragically, politics and integrity do not go together in
South Africa. Yet politics is supposed to be the exer-
cise of making decisions in the positive governance
over the affairs of a community of a people. Where
politics involve the state, a political mandate is given
to those in position of state power to control the af-
fairs of the state and advance the lives of the citizens.

The word "politics" is derived from the Greek word
"politika", which means "the affairs of the cities". In
this sense, politics should not be reduced to or cor-
rupted to benefit the rulers against the ruled.

When that happens, politics has lost its twin - integri-
ty, which is defined as "the quality of being honest
and having strong moral principles".

Douglas Adams marries politics to integrity in this
statement: "To give real service you must add some-
thing which cannot be bought or measured with mon-
ey, and that is sincerity and integrity".

Most unfortunately, politics in South Africa is without
integrity. The ruling party is a living example of poli-
tics without integrity. Every newspaper you open is
littered with the corruption and scandals of the ruling
party and its leaders. Every TV and radio news bulle-
tin carries the corruption and scandals of the ruling
party and its leaders. It is corruption after corruption;
scandal after scandals.

Almost all the Commissions of Enquiry that are oper-
ational are investigating the corruption and scandals
of the ruling party. While the citizens are charged and
answer for themselves in courts of law, the leaders of
the ruling party face commissions that run for months
at the cost of millions of Rands at the expense of tax
payers.

If the ruling party was irredeemably corrupt, you
would expect the Opposition to hold the ruling party
accountable. That is what the DA promised the people
of South Africa.

DA's Solly Msimanga drew public applause on the
corruption he was continuing to dig up in the
Tshwane Metro. You can imagine how disappointed
the citizens were when Msimanga could not explain
how he hired a white woman as her PA without the
necessary qualification for the job.

There has been a DA shadow boxing in the Western
Cape . The DA accused De Lille of corruption. It prom-
ised to institute a disciplinary hearing against De Lille. be-
tween Mayor Patricia De Lille and her party over a
long period of time.
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When it was clear that De Lille was determined to
'fight back" by exposing the corruption of others in
that organisation, the strategy suddenly changed from
a hearing to wanting to expel De Lille from that organ-
isation. The DA claimed that De Lille may have techni-
cally resigned when she appeared to show readiness
to leave the DA in a radio interview.

De Lille won a court ruling in her favour on the matter.
In a joint press conference, DA and De Lille have both
disappointed the public by stating that the two parties
have reached a secret settlement to part ways amica-
bly.

AZAPO wonders what happened to political integrity.
What happened to the evidence of corruption that the
DA had claimed to have against De Lille? Is there a
sweeping of corruption under the carpet in the DA?
On what basis is De Lille now claiming to be vindicat-
ed that she is innocent without an opportunity to de-
fend herself, or expose the corruption she may know?

The secret settlement leaves more questions than an-
swers. It is not different from the golden handshakes
that the ruling party gives to corrupt politicians and
officials that are caught with their hands in the till.
The ruling party is notorious for crediting its corrupt
leaders with ambassadorial jobs.

AZAPO calls on the voters to punish political parties
that do politics without integrity.

PROFITS OVER JOBS

The Ministry of Mineral Resources has condemned
Impala Platinum (Implats) for its plans to retrench
13 000 workers in its mines, a move that will further
increase the unemployment rate in the country.

AZAPO Voice will not join the minister’s acolytes who
will be showering him with accolades for his “tough
walk” towards the mining giant. Talk is cheap. After
the tough talk, Implats will proceed with its plans and
cut jobs. After all, Implats is not in the business of cre-
ating jobs but of making profit. If jobs are required in
the pursuit of profits, the minimum jobs will be creat-
ed.

For a long time, politicians have been mouthing im-
pressive rhetoric about beneficiation and adding value
to our commodities rather than exporting them raw
only to import finished goods at huge prices at the end
of the production chain. Most of the beneficiation talk
has come to naught. And sadly, jobs are being lost and
the best that our politicians can do is to issue media
statements condemning companies for retrenching
workers.

If we rely on big companies to create the much needed
jobs, we will wait in vain for ever. In fact, some of
them are investing in new technologies that will mini-
mise the need for using or employing people in the
production of their goods.

There is no short cut in the struggle to grow the econ-
omy and create jobs. Quality education remains one of
the most potent instruments to fight poverty and build
a stronger economy that will create more jobs. It is
often stated that Afrika is the richest continent in
terms of its natural resources yet it is the poorest con-
tinent because its people are unable to effectively ex-
ploit the natural wealth endowed in the continent.

Perhaps, instead of hurling condemnations at mining
houses for their plans to reduce their labour costs to
maximise their profits, we should get the basics right.
We would improve the quality of education and also
create real space for new industries to emerge and
translate the beneficiation slogans into reality.
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As the country commemorates the 6th anniversary of
the Marikana Massacre, some community leaders have
called on President Cyril Ramaphosa to go to the min-
ing town and give a public apology for the massacre
that claimed 34 lives six years ago.

When the 34 mine workers were mowed down by the
police, Ramaphosa was a director of LonMin, the com-
pany that had employed the workers who had gone on
strike demanding a minimum wage of R12 500 for the
least paid mine worker.

Community leaders and some political commentators
have tended to focus on the need for Ramaphosa to
apologise. Typical. South Africans are big on symbolic
gestures. One of the most dominant narratives of the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission was its focus on
forgiveness. Victims were conditioned to expect pleas
of forgiveness from the perpetrators who had brutally
murdered and maimed freedom fighters. There was no

emphasis on justice and reparations. In fact, the TRC
was founded on a major compromise that once the per-
petrators made full disclosures, and tendered their
apologies to the victims and families of those who were
on the receiving end of state sponsored violence, they
would get their amnesty and would not be prosecuted.
As a result, operatives of the still-intact Apartheid era
spy apparatus, known and unknown, are still roaming
throughout the length and breadth of our country with
impunity ready to wreak havoc while countless fami-
lies remain in bereavement for their kith and kin.

Again in Marikana, the script is the same. Our people
are being conditioned to focus on an apology by Rama-
phosa, who was just but one of the directors of the
mining company. AZAPO believes that instead of fo-
cusing on verbal apologies, which anybody can make
with ease, what we should urge the state and LonMin
to do is to ensure that they collectively work to end the
conditions that made the Marikana Massacre possible.
No doubt, there are many concrete things the Black
workers can demand, but an apology from Ramaphosa
is not one of them. He should be directed by his con-
science, if he has any.

Mine workers still live in deplorable conditions on
mines that make billions of Rands that are shipped to
shareholders abroad. The creators of the wealth, who
literally risk their lives each day, are not the beneficiar-
ies of their sweat and blood. The mainly poor towns
and villages where the mining activities occur are un-
der-developed and lack basic services.

MORE THAN AN APOLOGY, BLACK WORKERS DESERVE JUSTICE
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Instead of pushing for apologies, we should collec-
tively be campaigning to ensure that the wealth from
our mines are more equitably distributed. The popu-
lar chorus of “expropriation of land without compen-
sation” should have a remix that says: “the mines
should be nationalised to ensure that the wealth is
shared to ensure that Black people have access to the
wealth of their country”.

It is AZAPO’s wish that the memory of the Marikana
martyrs, serves as a source of strength and healing to
the families who lost their loved ones and the work-
ers who lost their colleagues on that fateful day.

ONLY THE PEOPLE CAN STOP THE 
ABUSE OF POWER

When members of the ruling party went to their Po-
lokwane conference in 2007, many of them had two
prime objectives – to remove then President Thabo
Mbeki from office and to squash the corruption
bursting unit, the Scorpions. They succeeded in both
missions.

It is now generally accepted that Mbeki was doing a
good job insofar as crime was concerned; and that
the Scorpions were also effective in their work of
fighting organised crime, especially corruption that
involved politicians. In fact, some even go to the ex-
tent of saying that the real reason for the Scorpions
to be disbanded was because they were too effective,

and did not turn a blind eye on corrupt politicians,
including those that were members of the ruling par-
ty.

Mbeki was replaced by a gravely flawed Jacob Zuma,
who was mired in allegations of corruption. The
Scorpions were replaced by the timid Hawks, which
saw their main reason for existence as the protection
of the senior leaders of the ruling party than the pur-
suit of justice.

In a properly functioning democracy, the outcome of
the Polokwane conference should have resulted in
the defeat of the ruling party at the polls in 2009.
But this did not happen. The seriously compromised
Zuma took over the reins of the party and of the
State. He wasted no time in starting a systematic de-
struction of the rule of law and converting State se-
curity apparatus into his private militia. And be-
cause of this, corruption thrived. State entities that
used to be run professionally, such as SARS, ESKOM,
Transnet and Denel, became the cesspit of corrup-
tion and maladministration.

So, when the Constitutional Court this week ruled
against the removal of Advocate Mxolisi Nxasana as
head of the National Prosecuting Authority and
found invalid the appointment of his successor, Ad-
vocate Shaun Abrahams, the judgment was an at-
tempt to correct the rot that has been festering at the
NPA for many years.

Some might praise the judiciary for coming to the
defence of the rule of law. But the people who
should take the real blame is us, the voters. People
get a government that they deserve. Why is it that
despite clear evidence of corruption and maladmin-
istration, our people voted for Zuma twice?

There is this popular myth, peddled by apologists of
the ruling party, that the majority of the population
vote for the ruling party because there is no viable
alternative. What a lie! In order to sustain this lie,
propaganda tools such as the media project the rul-
ing party as the only one capable of governing the
country.
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The best way of ensuring that we prevent the abuse
of power, as the Constitutional Court has found, from
happening again is to move away from a de facto one
party state, where one party dominates. Democracy
thrives when the incumbents have insecurity of ten-
ure.

THE QUEST FOR JOBS

As expected, the government has dismissed reports
that it plans to dismiss 30 000 public servants to re-
duce its growing wage bill. It is really a matter of se-
mantics. The government does not have any plans to
fire or to retrench 30 000 employees. But the reality
is that their global funders have raised concern about
the rising wage bill and that it should be reduced.
Obviously, the government can never make a bold
announcement about massive job cuts on the eve of
an Election.

The real plan will be to rely on natural attrition. In
other words, when a public servant goes on retire-
ment, or dies while still employed, no replacement
would be made.

The government will also entice those who are close
to retirement with incentives to go on early retire-
ment by offering them better packages to push them
out of the civil service. So, publicly, the government
can say that there are no plans of retrenchments and
kill the story. But that is just managing a crisis.

The real issue is that the country has a king-size head-
ache of unemployment. This problem is particularly
acute among young people, some of whom are uni-

versity graduates. As many as 4 out of 10 people in
South Africa are unemployed. What makes this figure
even more depressing is that many of those who are
employed are under-employed in that they actually
spend more than 80% of their earnings on transport
and food.

It is not enough for the government to be creative in
dismissing the fear of job losses. The truth is that the
health sector is under severe strain, partly because
many posts, including those of doctors, nurses and
other health workers, remain vacant. The situation is
the same in education.

Unemployment retards economic growth. If the
country is to achieve higher rates of growth, the gov-
ernment should stimulate demand through job crea-
tion. Hundreds of jobs could be created by the state if
they were to get rid of tenders. For instance, in the
past, the Department of Public Works would build
and maintain roads, and construct bridges and other
major infrastructure. That practice has been discon-
tinued, and those jobs have been given to the private
sector as part of the tenders that are enriching a few
politically connected individuals and companies.

Why is it that the state cannot build RDP houses it-
self? Why should this work be given to private con-
tractors who offer only temporary employment with-
out any benefits such as medical aid and pension?

We keep on hearing that we need a strong develop-
mental state, but all that we see is the weakening of
the capacity of the state in order to create more room
for the untransformed private sector to make super
profits. Of course, for the state to deliver quality ser-
vice and goods, it must first be free of corruption and
poor administration.
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AZAPO PAYS TRIBUTE TO MME 
SOBUKWE

On the passing on of Mme Zondeki Veronica Sobukwe
(91), AZAPO takes this opportunity to salute this Black
Woman warrior of the Azanian Revolution. She died
yesterday morning 40 years after the death of her
iconic husband Mangaliso Robert Sobukwe. The cou-
ple was married for 28 years before death did them
part.

Mme Sobukwe was a struggle veteran in her own
right. She met Mangaliso Sobukwe in the struggle.
While Mangaliso Sobukwe was the leader of the Uni-
versity of Fort Hare SRC, Mme Sobukwe was leading
the struggle of black nurses at the Victoria Hospital in
Lovedale. The nurses were protesting against low
wages and poor working conditions. Mme Sobukwe’s
leadership skills and courage had placed her at the
forefront of that struggle for justice. It is owing to her
fearless leadership of the Black workers that she was
expelled from the Lovedale College.

Even when her career was ruined, Mme Sobukwe was
deemed by the Fort Hare ANCYL to be the right person
to be part of a delegation to deliver a letter about the
plight of Black nurses to Walter Sisulu in Johannes-
burg.

She became one of many Black women whose mar-
riages and families were weakened or destroyed by
the long imprisonment of their spouses by the white
settler-minority regime. They became husbandless at
a tender age, and were left to raise the children and

take care of their families all by themselves. The
apartheid regime denied these Black women love. It
plunged the children into a single-parent home, there-
by denying them the balance and compounded love of
two parents.

When the white minority regime jailed Mangaliso
Sobukwe with the objective of denying the masses
leadership, Mme Sobukwe remained behind to be the
voice of her husband in the liberation struggle. She
was there to make sure that her husband was not si-
lenced even in death. In 1997 she approached the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission and shared the
plight of her husband while he was in jail. She re-
vealed how the prison guards would put broken glass
into the food of her husband.

Mme Sobukwe told the TRC that “In February 1966,
they transferred him to Karl Bremer (Hospital in Bell-
ville). They did not tell me. I heard about this when he
came back from Karl Bremer. He was admitted under
a false name. They did not consult with me. He was
taken back to Robben Island and when I visited him he
complained that his food was served with broken
glasses”.

AZAPO has never beaten about the bush about Man-
galiso Sobukwe’s death. AZAPO holds the view that he
was poisoned by the white racist regime and released
to die outside their custody.

AZAPO extends heartfelt condolences to the Sobukwe
and Mathe families and the Pan Africanist Congress of
Azania.
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The commission probing State Capture chaired by Dep-
uty Chief Justice Raymond Zondo will succeed to blunt
the anger of the public over the looting of the State by
certain politically connected individuals.

Following public revelations that State entities were
raided in an elaborate kleptocracy that cost the State
billions of Rands, the general public wanted those who
stole from the public purse to be arrested and face jus-
tice. As it has become almost like tradition in this
country, the powers that be opted to appoint a com-
mission of inquiry, rather than briefing the law en-
forcement agencies to pursue justice.

The commission will run for two years. This is the
most effective way of calming down society, or blunt-
ing the anger of the people. It is not possible to be an-
gry for two years. After two years, we would have
moved on to another crisis and the matter of State Cap-
ture would no longer be making headlines.

We have been here before. Following persistent re-
ports of alleged corruption in the multi-billion Rands
arms deal, a commission of inquiry was appointed. The
Seriti Commission sat for a very long period and at the
end found that there was no evidence of corruption.
This is despite the fact that at least two people were
convicted on criminal offences related to the arms deal.

We have to see the appointment of the commission as a
tactic to create an impression that the new administra-
tion is serious about fighting corruption. There are
serious allegations of fraud and corruption that are in
the public arena with regard to State Capture. If the
government was sincere about this matter as it would
have the public believe, it should instruct the law en-
forcement agencies to do their work. If the law en-
forcement agencies could do their work effectively,
without fear or favour, they should be able to identify
those who committed criminal acts and arrest them.

If that were to be done, the government would be send-
ing a clear message that corruption would not be toler-
ated. This would create a culture of accountability and
serve as a deterrent to others who have ideas of steal-
ing from the public purse. But for now, the govern-
ment is failing to walk the anti-corruption talk.

The Zondo Commission will be another forum for calm-
ing the nerves of the population which is tired of cor-
ruption.

THE ZONDO COMMISSION IS DESIGNED TO CALM DOWN THE NATION
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AFRIKAN KINGS AND QUEENS 
ARE NOT CHIEFS

From the time of its founding 50 years ago, the Black
Consciousness Movement anchored its political ap-
proach and strategy on the originality of the Afrikan
way of life. The solutions to Afrikan problems were
to be sought from within the Afrikan way of life. In
the waging of the Azanian Revolution for Land Re-
conquest and Total Liberation, the BC philosophy
stressed the political values of Self-Reliance, Self-
Definition, Self-Initiative, Self-Assertiveness and Self-
Determination. That is how the leadership of white
liberals was kicked out of the Black organisations
during the heydays of the BCM in the 1960s and
1970s. The political statement “Black man you are
on your own” was a rallying call by the BCM to all
Black people and their organisations to realise that
“we are our own liberators”.

The Founding Father of the BCM, Steve Biko, warned
Black people about how the white racists sought to
distort their history and disable Afrikan culture:

In all aspects of the black-white relationship,
now and in the past, we see a constant ten-
dency by whites to depict blacks as of an infe-
rior status. Our culture, our history and in-
deed all aspects of the black man’s life have
been battered nearly out of shape in the great
collision between the indigenous values and
the Anglo-Boer culture.

Recently, the IFP wrote to President Ramaphosa pro-
testing against his referring to iNkosi Mangosuthu
Buthelezi as a “Chief”. This organisation insisted that
its leader was not a “Chief”, but a “Prince”. They
were right in their echoing of what AZAPO and the
BCM have always made clear in the past number of
decades.

The Eastern Cape Traditional Leaders weighed in
and rejected the title “Chief” as “improper, insulting
and degrading”. To his credit, Nkosi Phathekile Hol-
omisa is on record as having consistently rejected
the racist label.

The concept of “Chiefs” is as foreign as it was coloni-
alist and racist. It was imposed by the British coloni-
alists during the 18th and 19th centuries on every
land they colonised. They did this to protect the Brit-
ish Traditional Authority and distinguish it as superi-
or over all those of their “subjects”. The titles “King”
and “Queen” were preserved for the exclusive ad-
dress to the British Traditional Leaders. All the Mon-
archs of the colonised lands and nations were to be
referred to as “Chiefs”, while their Kings and Queens
were to be reduced to “Paramount Chiefs”.

The British colonialists did not end there. They dis-
qualified rightful Afrikan Kings and Queens they re-
garded as revolutionary and replaced them with obe-
dient and corrupt “Chiefs”. As a result, Black people
have been plunged in a mess that has caused insta-
bility, social strife and suffering.

Not surprisingly, the ruling party so love this colonial
and racist insult that they proudly call one another
“Chief”. While obedient “colonial subjects” may be
forgiven for calling one another as “Chief”, but Rama-
phosa should have known that the Traditional Lead-
ership Governance Framework Act 2003 did away
with the racist address of “Chief” and replaced it with
Inkosi, Nkosi or Morena.

It is in the same vein that the BCM rejected colonial
labels like “Bantu” and “Coloured” and collectively
defined the Azanian struggling masses as nothing
else but Black people.
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SOUTH AFRICA GOVERNMENT 
SHAKEN BY A TWEET

Just a Tweet from a lazy couch potato threw South
Africa into a mayhem. The government was anxious
and having expensive hastily arranged consultations
to discuss and develop strategy over this Tweet.
Since when was a country so scared of a Tweet as if it
was just missed by a nuclear weapon?

This particular Tweet was from the madman Donald
Trump. He had been watching his favourite conserva-
tive American Fox News when his favourite white su-
premacist TV host Tucker Carlson accused South Afri-
ca of, among other things, changing its constitution to
“seize white land”.

The ruling party was wrong-footed by its Parliamen-
tary opponents who used the Land Reform to black-
mail it out of electoral advantage. The ruling party
opted for the easy way out by out-singing and out-
dancing its opponents on the land expropriation tune
even though it did not believe in the lyrics of the song.
The audience was beginning to like them for their
electoral singing and dancing skills. Now Trump
wants them to account for the lyrics they did not
mean nor understand.

Without checking the facts, or relying on intelligence
briefings, Trump took to Tweeter and Tweeted that
he had “asked Secretary of State @SecPompeo to
closely study the South Africa land and farm seizures
and expropriations and the large scale killing of farm-
ers” taking place in South Africa.

The Freedom Front Plus has jumped up and down
with joy thanking Trump for the Tweet. That was to
be expected. Buddies of the same flop Tweet togeth-
er.

The government was busy trying to engage the Amer-
ican Embassy for clarity on the Trump Tweet. The
ANC-led government is finding itself having to duck

and dive away from their imperialist masters’ Tweet
blows for something they know nothing about. As a
matter of fact, the ruling party does not stand for the
Repossession of the Land because its Freedom Char-
ter makes it clear that “South Africa belongs to all
who live in it”. It does not believe even in the strategy
of Expropriation of Land Without Expropriation.

To start with, there is no “white land” in Azania. This
is the Land of Black people. White people stole the
land from Black people. They robbed our Land at gun
point from our forebears. For the umpteenth time,
AZAPO reiterates its principle that Azanians will not
buy back our Land from those who stole it. We will
not buy stolen property. The only way to deal with
land dispossession is Land Repossession.

AZAPO calls upon the frivolous politicians to stop us-
ing the Land Question for electioneering. The Land is
a serious matter. As the great Azanian poet Ingoapele
Madingoane once put it; “Afrika my beginning, Afrika
my ending”. Azania or Afrika is our only home as
Black people. We have no dual citizenship.
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PATRIOTISM IS A POWERFUL TOOL

Vietnamese anti-imperialist and revolutionary leader
Ho Chi Minh was once asked to comment on how his
small country, without any really sophisticated fire-
power, managed to resist and repel the invasion and
aggression of the strongest army in the world - the
United States. His answer was simple. “Do not smile
when I tell you this. Our greatest weapon is national-
ism. To have nationhood, which is a sign of maturity,
is greater than any weapon in the world”.

Many of our country’s problems can be traced to the
reality that we as a people lack nationalism, or patriot-
ism. Many of us are not patriotic. We do not have that
consuming love for our country and its people.

Some analysts have argued that the reason many
Black people are not patriotic is because they do not
have a sense of ownership of the country. After all,
the land is still occupied and owned by a minority
white tribe. Commercial farms are owned, almost ex-
clusively, by members of this minority white tribe.
Many of the affluent areas such as George, Stellen-
bosch, Camps Bay and Knysna are largely dominated
by the minority white tribe. In Cape Town and in Pre-
toria, Black people still have to make do with symbols
of apartheid and white supremacy in the form of stat-
ues of the leaders and architects of apartheid. State
buildings still largely represent the past of racial op-
pression of Black people. Little wonder that Black

people do not feel connected to South Africa. They 
still perceive the country as the “white man’s country”.

This lack of ownership and dearth of patriotism ex-
plains why many of our people find it so easy to de-
stroy state property. When a train is running late,
train commuters get so agitated that they burn it.
When there is a protest over lack of service, public
facilities such as libraries, schools and roads get de-
stroyed.

The problem goes deeper. Many of our people who
are in the civil service have no sense of duty to serve
the people and the country. Everybody complains
about poor service in the public sector but nobody is
prepared to confront the elephant in the room – we
lack patriotism.
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The primary mission for the existence of AZAPO is to
restore the dignity of the Black person. When Europe-
an settlers arrived on our shores in April 1652 as part
of the global colonial project, they started a systematic
process of dispossessing our forebears of land and live-
stock. But perhaps more damaging, the settlers waged
a psychological warfare of cultural imperialism, essen-
tially rendering everything Afrikan as backward and
evil, and replacing these values with those of Europe,
including the European version of religion in general
and Christianity in particular.

Through various tools of subjugation, including educa-
tion and religion, Black people were made to accept a
second class status. White people became part of the
ruling class and Black people became the dominated
class, which had no access to land, wealth and other
means of production. The white man became the
“Baas” by virtue of his skin colour and the Black person

became a servant, also by virtue of skin pigmentation.

In some parts of the country, our forefathers fought
against the European invaders. Afrikan warriors such
as Dingane, Makhado and Cetshwayo won some battles
against the settler forces. But the war in general was
lost, and the land was taken by the colonisers, many of
whom settled permanently in our country. Hence the
unique phenomenon of settler-colonialism.

Throughout the occupation of Azania by the settlers,
the most potent weapon in the hands of the oppressor
was the mind of the oppressed. For as long as the op-
pressed believed that they are weak, powerless and
had no chance to defeat the settlers, the oppression of
the Black people and their status of a landless people
would continue. In fact, it continued for a very long
time and there are still non-white people who are still
so mentally oppressed that they have no confidence in
the ability of Black people to run the country effective-
ly.

The challenge of AZAPO is to first make Black people
accept that they are not inferior to anybody, and that
they deserve to be free. They deserve to own land.
They deserve to live in decent houses. They deserve to
have access to quality basic services such as water,
electricity and a good environment. In other words,
the historic mission of AZAPO is to trigger the con-
science of Black people to demand the dignity of Black
people as a collective.

AZAPO EXISTS TO RESTORE THE DIGNITY OF BLACK PEOPLE
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If Black people continue to live in shacks; if they con-
tinue to compete for water with animals in polluted
rivers; if Black people continue to lack basic facilities
such as a toilet; if they continue to live without own-
ing the land, their dignity as a people is undermined.

24 years after the dawn of democracy, what is the
role of AZAPO today? What does AZAPO say when
coalitions fall and others rise in the metros? AZAPO
has no option but to remain principled and state the
truth. The truth is that the 1994 CODESA deal was a
sell-out settlement. The deal delivered only a fraction
of the objective of the liberation struggle – the right to
vote. But the deal failed on the substance of the ob-
jectives of the struggle – the Repossession of the Land
and the redistribution of wealth.

So, whether the DA-led coalition is replaced by the
ANC-led coalition in the Nelson Mandela Bay, in reali-
ty the condition of Black people will not change.
Black people will continue to stage protest marches to
demand services, to demand jobs, to demand land
because the CODESA has pre-determined that system
that ensured that the preservation of white privileges
will remain intact. Whether one is in Tshwane or
eThekwini, or in Cape Town, it will exclusively be the
Black people who are marching for jobs and services.
We were given a raw deal as Black people.

The situation looks hopeless. As AZAPO, we offer the
Black Consciousness philosophy as a panacea for
these ills. A politician or a mayor baptised in BC will
respect themselves and respect Black people enough
to give them services that they deserve.

The voters who understand BC will know that they
are the masters of their own destiny, and that they
alone have the power to change their lives. They will

know that those who are in office are there for as long
as the voters have prescribed. Voters who have em-
braced BC will have self-respect, and they will reject
politicians who abuse state resources through cor-
ruption.

That is why after all is said and done, as AZAPO, our
mission must remain a quest to restore the dignity of
the Black people. When Black people have restored
their dignity, they will not be vulnerable and be used
as pawns in political games of greedy and unscrupu-
lous politicians.

LAND REPOSSESSION
IS THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVE 

OF THE AZANIAN REVOLUTION

“The UK has for some time now supported land re-
form. Land reform that is legal, that is transparent,
that is generated through a democratic process. It's
an issue that I raised and discussed with President
Ramaphosa when he was in London earlier this year”.
This is what the British Prime Minister Theresa May
told reporters on her visit to South Africa this week.

AZAPO wonders what assurances President Rama-
phosa gave to May and Britain, which makes them to
be so uncharacteristically supportive of the proposed
government land reform. Britain is the same country
that summoned its imperialist evil to destroy the
economy of Zimbabwe for daring to repossess its
farms and placing them in the ownership of indige-
nous Zimbabweans. If that same Britain supports the
government land reform, it stands to reason that that
land reform falls short of the Land Repossession that
Steve Biko and millions of Azanians died for.

AZAPO Voice Volume 1 116



3

The Black Consciousness Movement has been saying
this for the past 50 years; but there is no harm re-
peating it. AZAPO is not fighting for the Expropria-
tion of Land Without Compensation. Our struggle is
primarily about the Repossession of the Land. That is
what we fought and died for; and we continue to die
for the Land Reconquest.

Expropriation of Land Without Compensation is not a
legal process that is not worth dying for. AZAPO
knows this because the elaborate 1993 AZAPO Eco-
nomic Policy document spelled it out that the Expro-
priation of Land Without Expropriation is nothing
more than a gradual Strategy to legally take property
that is certified to belong to some owner. In that
“ancient” document, AZAPO embraced the Strategy of
Expropriation of Land Without Compensation as a
parallel process to the continuing overall struggle for
Land Repossession.

The Parliamentary version of Expropriation of Land
Without Compensation is far tame than the one of
AZAPO. The Parliamentarians are talking about a
land reform that will not disrupt economic growth
and food security. It is for that reason that they target
only the so-called unused land to the exclusion of
commercial farms and industrial land.

Foremost in AZAPO’s Land Dictionary are the terms 
of Land Repossession and Land Reconquest.

LET US RESTORE
BLACK ECONOMIC CONTROL

Once more violence has erupted in the Black commu-
nity after Afrophobic messages have been circulating
on social media inciting Azanians to close down the
shops of fellow Afrikans from other countries. The
message claimed that “South Africans are tired of So-
malians and Pakistanis” who are “killing our Families,
Friends, and even our new babies with their imitation
(fake) food and expired food”. The instigation went
on and claimed that our fellow Afrikans take “more
than 50 billion every year… to their countries”.

The worst part was that the Afrophobic instigation
blamed all the suffering of Black people in Azania on
our fellow Afrikans.

There is no evidence that the police did anything to
deal with the originators of these Afrophobic messag-
es despite the fact that the violence that usually end-
ed up with the loss of lives and displacement of thou-
sands of fellow Afrikans usually start that way.

If Black people in Azania are made to mete out vio-
lence against fellow Afrikans allegedly because they
take “more than 50 Billion” to their countries, who
cares to tell us how much money and wealth is taken
to Europe by the multinational companies? Are the
Afrophobic elements going to evict these European
companies and unleash violence on European immi-
grants? Never! White racism has conditioned these
Afrophobic elements not to even think about that pos-
sibility.
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Can it be true that the poverty and suffering of Black
people is caused by fellow Afrikans? White racism
implants self-blame in its victims. That is why the Af-
rophobic mob will rather blame other Black people for
their suffering. Yet fellow Afrikans did not dispossess
us of our land. Nor did they colonise us and continual-
ly steal our minerals and wealth.

This dangerous and fraudulent activity has been hap-
pening for years under the nose of government de-
spite whistleblowing by the Black consumers. This
lack of protection and support by government extends
to the destruction of township and village supermar-
kets and spaza shops by the encroaching Malls run by
big and white businesses.

It is a known fact that many of the food products
stocked in the Malls located in the townships and vil-
lages are not only below standard but also endanger
the lives of Black consumers. It is mainly in these
Malls and chain stores that the unhygienic American
poultry is stocked and sold. What is worse are allega-
tions that some of these unscrupulous shop owners
are tempering with expiry dates on their expired

As a matter of fact, it is true that there are counterfeit 
food products that are stocked in the township and 
village shops. But the police have confirmed that even 
some shops of the locals do stock those fake products. 
Accordingly, AZAPO condemns the lack of protection
of the Black community by the government when it
comes to unhygienic and toxic food products manufac-
tured illegally by the underworld.

AZAPO therefore supports the local residents for
standing up to restore their control of the local econo-
my. AZAPO insists that the fight should primarily be
directed against the encroaching Malls in which Black
business must have a bigger stake. AZAPO insists that
the fight for Black Economic Control should be di-
rected at the Malls and ownership of industrial facto-
ries and commercial farms.

products. AZAPO calls on the Department of Health to
start prioritising the health and nutrition of Black con-
sumers, and to regularly visit and inspect the stores
wherein Black people spend their hard-earned sala-
ries.
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Bantu Biko was born on 18 December 1946 in Tylden,
and grew up in Ginsberg in Qonce in the Eastern Cape.
We use the indigenous Qonce instead of “King Wil-
liam’s Town” because we do not understand how a
British King could have a town in Azania. Biko was so
ahead of his time that it can be said that special human
beings like him occur once in a generation.

Biko had the PAC or ANC to join, but he chose to estab-
lish his own Movement with a distinct philosophy and
political line. Historians say there was a “political lull”
in Azania at the time Biko and his Comrades rekindled
and fanned the fires of the Azanian Revolution. The
people were too scared to be associated with the strug-
gle after the banning of the ANC and PAC by the white
settler-colonial regime. Once Biko and the Black Con-
sciousness Movement marched forward, in no time
Azania was in flames in the name of the 1976 June 16
Uprising. When Biko was later asked about the poten-

cy of the BC philosophy, he answered in one word,
“Soweto”.

Hereunder, we provide his Steps to Death:

18 AUGUST 1977: Biko and Cde Peter Jones are
arrested at a makeshift roadblock in Makhanda
(Grahamstown?). Biko is transported to the Walmer
Police Station in Port Elizabeth where he remains on
handcuffs for 20 days before he was transferred to the
Security Police interrogation headquarters called the
Sanlam Building.

6 SEPTEMBER 1977: He is transferred to the Sanlam
Building where he sustained a brain injury after being
tortured and brutally assaulted by 5 racist policemen.
He was bleeding profusely, but he was forced to remain
standing with no medical help.

7 SEPTEMBER 1977: At long last, the police call in a
Dr Lang who finds “nothing wrong” with Biko despite
his badly swollen face, hands and feet. Strangely, the
racist doctor alleges that Biko is “shaming”. Another
racist Dr Tucker is called, and he suggests Biko be tak-
en to hospital.

10 SEPTEMBER 1977: Biko’s condition has deteriorat-
ed alarmingly. Dr Lang recommends that Biko be driv-
en 1200 km to the prison hospital in Pretoria despite
the availability of the state of the art hospitals in Port
Elizabeth.

A STEVE BIKO JOURNEY TO MARTYRDOM
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11 SEPTEMBER 1977: Biko is put in the back of a
Land Rover police van naked and handcuffed. He is
driven for more than 12 hours from Port Elizabeth to
Pretoria, while he is in a critical state.

12 SEPTEMBER 1977: Biko dies naked on a mat on a
stone floor in a prison cell. Apartheid Minister of Jus-
tice and Police Jimmy Kruger claims that Biko died of
hunger strike. He entertains the white racist parlia-
ment which breaks into laughter when he tells them:
“I am not saddened by Biko’s death and I am not mad.
His death leaves me cold”.

25 SEPTEMBER 1977: Biko’s funeral is held at the
Victoria Stadium in Qonce. About 20 000 people
manage to attend the funeral, while thousands more
are turned away by the racist police.

CONFRONTING FEAR

September is a sacred month for all Black Conscious-
ness adherents. This is because it is the month during
which we commemorate the murder in police custody
of our Founding Father Bantu Biko.

Biko was murdered on 12 September 1977. In a truly
free Azania, September 12 will be a public holiday.
While there are other political leaders who were mur-
dered in custody, Biko’s contribution to the liberation
struggle remains unmatched. He championed mental
freedom, but more importantly dealt with fear, which
enabled hundreds of thousands of young people to
confront the brutal apartheid system with nothing
but sheer courage. It is therefore an inescapable con-
clusion that BCM’s political contribution and its June
16 Uprisings was a catalyst that ushered in the dawn

of democracy in 1994. That is why Biko deserves to 
be remembered by all freedom-loving people.

Biko’s teachings are timeless. 41 years after his bru-
tal murder, Biko’s words are still a guiding torch to
our people. Biko taught us to confront fear, the irra-
tional fear for death.

After the banning of the PAC and the ANC in the after-
math of the Sharpeville Massacre, our people were
fearful of the apartheid junta. This explains the politi-
cal lull that was only ended in the late 1960s and ear-
ly 1970s with the emergence of the Black Conscious-
ness Movement under Biko and his Comrades such as
Ranwedzi Harry Nengwekhulu, Strini Moodley, Mosi-
budi Mangena, Saths Cooper and Pandelani Nefolo-
vhodwe.

The apartheid regime used fear to suppress our peo-
ple’s quest for freedom. 41 years after Biko’s death,
fear is still a factor in our politics. While the Constitu-
tion allows people the right to join a party of their
choice, many of our people fear to associate with
AZAPO because they fear the possibility of not getting
a government job, they fear not getting a government
tender, they fear not to be promoted.

This fear has contributed to the creation of an effec-
tive one-party dominance in the country. This fear
has to be confronted if our democracy is to be mean-
ingful. Even those who are members of the ruling
party fear to stand up for what is right against their
leaders because they risk being pushed out into the
political wilderness. The corruption that has become
entrenched continues because many of our people
fear to say and do the right thing. It is time that we
embrace Biko’s teachings that we should confront
fear and stand for a principle.
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IN BIKO’S WORDS

"Black Consciousness is an attitude of the mind and a
way of life, the most positive call to emanate from the
black world for a long time. Its essence is the realisa-
tion by the black man of the need to rally together
with his brothers around the cause of their oppres-
sion - the blackness of their skin - and to operate as a
group to rid themselves of the shackles that bind
them to perpetual servitude."
---------------------------------------------------------------------
“What we are saying now is that at the present mo-
ment we have a culture here which is a European cul-
ture. This country looks ... like a province of Europe.
You know, to anybody who perceives the behaviour
pattern it looks like a province of Europe. It has no
relationship rootwise to the fact that it happens to
exist in Africa… We don’t behave like Africans, we
behave like Europeans who are staying in Africa.”
---------------------------------------------------------------------
"We do not want to be reminded that it is we, the in-
digenous people, who are poor and exploited in the
land of our birth. These are concepts which the Black
Consciousness approach wishes to eradicate from the
black man's mind before our society is driven to cha-
os by irresponsible people from Coca-cola and ham-
burger cultural backgrounds."
---------------------------------------------------------------------
"So as a prelude whites must be made to realise that
they are only human, not superior. Same with Blacks.
They must be made to realise that they are also hu-
man, not inferior."
---------------------------------------------------------------------
"The most potent weapon in the hands of the oppres-
sor is the mind of the oppressed."
---------------------------------------------------------------------
"The basic tenet of black consciousness is that the
black man must reject all value systems that seek to
make him a foreigner in the country of his birth and
reduce his basic human dignity."
---------------------------------------------------------------------
"Being black is not a matter of pigmentation - being 
black is a reflection of a mental attitude."
---------------------------------------------------------------------
"It becomes more necessary to see the truth as it is if 
you realise that the only vehicle for change are these

people who have lost their personality. The first step
therefore is to make the black man come to himself;
to pump back life into his empty shell; to infuse him
with pride and dignity, to remind him of his complici-
ty in the crime of allowing himself to be misused and
therefore letting evil reign supreme in the country of
his birth."
---------------------------------------------------------------------
"The blacks are tired of standing at the touchlines to
witness a game that they should be playing. They
want to do things for themselves and all by them-
selves."
---------------------------------------------------------------------
"Merely by describing yourself as black you have
started on a road towards emancipation, you have
committed yourself to fight against all forces that
seek to use your blackness as a stamp that marks you
out as a subservient being."
---------------------------------------------------------------------
“The greatest weapon in the hand of the oppressor is 
the mind of the oppressed.”
---------------------------------------------------------------------
“In time, we shall be in a position to bestow on South 
Africa the greatest possible gift - a more human face.”
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BIKO WARNED US AGAINST 
WHITE LIBERALS

At the height of apartheid repression, there were
some “good” whites or liberals who wanted to hijack
and lead our struggle for liberation. The Black Con-
sciousness Movement saw through them and coined
the slogan: “Phansi namabhunu asithandayo (Down
with the boers who love us).

According to Bantu Biko, the Founding Father of our
Movement, whites could not be part of the problem
and still be part of the solution. Whites cannot be op-
pressing blacks and getting all the white privileges
and still have the right to tell Black people how they
should respond to white oppression.

Said Biko of white liberals: “We are concerned with
that curious bunch of nonconformists who explain
their participation in negative terms: that bunch of do-
gooders that goes under all sorts of names -liberals,
leftists etc. These are the people who argue that they
are not responsible for white racism and the country’s
‘inhumanity to the black man’. These are the people
who claim that they too feel the oppression just as
acutely as the blacks and therefore should be jointly
involved in the black man’s struggle for a place under
the sun. In short, these are the people who say that
they have black souls wrapped up in white skins”.

The liberals created a lot of confusion in the Black 
community. We spent a lot of time trying to distin-

guish between a “good” white person and a bad white
person. It was easier to deal with a genuine racist
than a flexible liberal who would argue that he is not a
racist because he has a black person as a friend, even
if he has not visited him at his home.

The liberals have succeeded to dilute our demand for
the repossession of the land and that is why some sec-
tions of the Liberation Movement accepted and spread
the misguided notion that the land “belongs to all who
live in it”. The liberals are sophisticated. They do not
tell you what they do not like. For example, they will
say that they are not opposed to the Expropriation of
Land as long as that does not disturb or undermine
the economy. They know very well that any radical
program to take land from whites and give it to Black
people will of necessity affect the economy.

The liberals would publicly embrace Black Economic
Empowerment but would quickly qualify that this
should not be based purely on race, and that other fac-
tors such as merit and capacity should be considered.
They just do not have the guts to say they are opposed
to the BEE.

So, when we hear that Solidarity - a right-wing organi-
sation that has fashioned itself as a champion for
white power and white privileges - say they will em-
bark on a strike at Sasol to voice their opposition to a
scheme that offers shares to Black people only, we
have to admire their honesty. This is because what
Solidarity is saying is what many liberals feel but they
do not have the courage of their conviction. Many lib-
erals practise subtle racism and because it is subtle, it
is almost impossible to confront and fight.

But with Solidarity, we know where they stand. They
are against any action that will address the legacy of
apartheid and colonialism. They do not pretend oth-
erwise, unlike the liberals who have mastered the art
of confusing our people.
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As it has been doing in the 40 years, AZAPO continues
to keep Biko alive. AZAPO kept Biko alive at a high cost
on the lives of its members and the survival of the Or-
ganisation.

Naturally, the System was out to murder Biko and
erase his legacy. The strategy was to kill as many of the
BC leaders as possible. Thus, Comrades like Mthuli ka
Shezi, Onkgopotse Tiro, Mapetla Mohapi and Lungile
Tabalaza would not be taken to Robben Island, but
murdered with the hope of erasing their memory and
weakening the Black Consciousness Movement. Biko
was murdered in the same brutal way. To conclude its
mission of destroying the BCM, the System then
banned 17 BC organisations and two newspapers.

A section of the Liberation Movement had tried to stifle
and scuttle the gallant efforts of the BCM and Biko to
advance the liberation struggle. A vicious campaign

that claimed that Biko was a CIA agent was spread.
Next on the line were the ones who embraced, defend-
ed and intensified Biko's legacy. Those were the mem-
bers of AZAPO. They were necklaced, and their homes
were set alight for daring to uphold Biko's name.

Meanwhile, funders’ institutions made it a point that
Biko's Organisation, AZAPO, was to be starved of any
financial support. True to the principle of self-reliance,
AZAPO survived on the meagre financial contributions
of its members and progressive community members.

As costly as Biko's name was on AZAPO, this organisa-
tion carried Biko's name with pride. By 1982 AZAPO
introduced the innovation of the Black Consciousness
Week. The BC Week concept was based on the concrete
reality that Biko was transferred from Walmer Police
Station to the Sanlam Building in Port Elizabeth on 6
September 1977 and died on 12 September of that
same year. Therefore, the BC Week runs from 6 to 12
September of every year.

From 1995 AZAPO took on a ritual to visit the Biko Cell
at Kgosi Mampuru Prison in Tshwane. AZAPO's call has
always been that the Cell should be a National Shrine
where no other prisoner would be incarcerated in that
Cell again. And in 1997, on the occasion of the 20th an-
niversary of Biko's murder, AZAPO organised a special
Biko Train that ran from Musina to Qonce (KWT)
where a Biko Rally was organised at the Victoria
Grounds. The Biko Rally was addressed by AZAPO
President Mosibudi Mangena and Dr Kwame Ture.

AZAPO CONTINUES TO KEEP BIKO ALIVE
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From 2007 AZAPO organised the annual Steve Biko
Colloquium, which was graced by world-renowned
scholars like Prof Ranwedzi Nengwekhulu, Rev Basil
Moore, Prof Saths Cooper, Dr Ibbo Mandaza, Prof Ali
Mazrui, Prof Eskia Mphahlele, Prof Kwesi Prah, Prof
Molefi Kete Asante and Prof Jonathan Jansen.

Since 2011, through its partnership with the Nelson
Mandela University, AZAPO has hosted successful and
popular Steve Biko Lectures at the University. AZAPO
is grateful and salutes NMU for this partnership.

AZAPO means it when it says "Biko Lives" because it
kept our Martyr alive.

BIKO OUR BEACON OF HOPE
This week, as the nation commemorates the murder
in police custody of our founding father Bantu Biko,
the Police Ministry released crime statistics that
showed that violent crimes are on the increase.

While there are many factors contributing to high lev-
els of crime, including poverty, socio-economic prob-
lems and poor education, it is AZAPO’s view that one
of the primary drivers of violent crimes is the absence
of Black Consciousness (BC) in our people.

As AZAPO president Strike Thokoane rightly asserted
in his interview on SAFM, people who understand BC
are unlikely to commit the sort of crimes that we
commit among ourselves. Thokoane told listeners
that if we had BC, we would not be raping our women
or engaging in the kind of violence that we mete out
on each other.

Thokoane is right. Most people who resort to violence
have low self-esteem. They consider themselves to be
inferior and find the use of force and violence as a
means to validate themselves. The centre of focus for
BC has always been psychological liberation and a
quest for true humanity.

Of course, Police should do their work efficiently.
They should arrest those who commit criminal of-
fences, including violent crimes. They should conduct
proper investigation and ensure successful prosecu-
tion of those guilty of crimes. But that is the second-
ary matter. It is dealing with the symptoms of the
problem. The real problem is that our people, through
centuries of brutal colonial and apartheid oppression,
have been dehumanised. They have been made to feel
inadequate and inferior. They have been made to feel
less than human by their oppressors. They have been
made not to value themselves and their lives. People
who do not value their lives are unlikely to value the
lives of other people. That is the reason it is so easy
for some among us to kill another human being for
something as small as a cell-phone.

We can call for the employment of more police offic-
ers and the deployment of modern technology in the
fight against crime, but Police would not be able to
save women against violent husbands. What is re-
quired is more education based on the true value of
life, education based on Biko’s teachings of BC. Educa-
tion that teaches us to love ourselves and respect our-
selves. If we can do that on a massive scale, we have a
fighting chance of getting different and better crime
statistics in future.
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AZAPO REMEMBERS 
CDE NKOSI MOLALA

It is now 2 years since former AZAPO President Nkosi 
Potjo Molala took his final rest.

The Stalwart of the Black Consciousness Movement
died on 4 September 2016 at the age of 64. He was
buried at the Saulsville Arena on 11 September 2016.

Born on the 5th of September 1951, Molala was one
of 8 children of Emilie and Malisela Molala. He attend-
ed St. Annes’s Roman Catholic School in Pretoria until
Standard 5 and from 1966-69, went to St. Paul’s mi-
nor seminary at Hammanskraal. He subsequently ma-
triculated in 1971 at Pax College, Pietersburg.

Molala entrenched his name in the South African foot-
ball in the 1970s while he played for Pax College team
in Polokwane where they would sometimes play
against Turfloop University. He was soon spotted by
Bantu Callies, which later changed its name to Preto-
ria Callies. Alongside great soccer stars like Lucas
Masterpiece Moripe, Molala played for the profession-
al side from 1972 to 1976 when he was arrested for

his political activism in the liberation struggle during 
the heydays of the BCM.

His dribbling wizardry earned him the nickname “Let
Them Dance”, or simply “LTD”. It came as no surprise
that in 1974 he was picked to represent the country
in the SA Black XI, which played against, among oth-
ers, the Brazilian Club Fluminense in Botswana.

This is how Cde Molala rated his football prowess in a
2012 interview: "I excelled in all positions. I was good
as a winger and in midfield. I also had dribbling skills
and that earned me the nickname 'Let Them Dance'
because I used to make opponents dance through my
wizardry".

From 1974-76, the trial of the 9 members of the South
African Students’ Organisation (SASO) and the Black
People’s Convention (BPC) was in progress and Mola-
la became interested in the proceedings as he had
come to know some of the accused previously. Whilst
at Pax College he had met Terror Lekota whose soccer
team from the University of the North had come to
play in Pietersburg. Molala kept attending the trial
and for the first time was effectively exposed to the
Black Consciousness philosophy, especially as it was
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explained by Steve Biko, then a defence witness. Mola-
la began to feel he should become involved in the ac-
tivities of the Black People’s Convention, a community
organisation with a Black Consciousness philosophy.

His blossoming football career was cut short by his
conviction on sabotage charges and spending 6 years
on Robben Island. On the Island he carried on with
both his politics and football. He joined other players
like Kgalema Motlanthe and Mosioua Lekota, who
both later served as the countries President and De-
fence Minister, respectively.

On his release from Robben Island prison in 1983 he
became active in AZAPO. In 1985 he was elected Dep-
uty President. In 1986-1990 he became AZAPO Presi-
dent and later served as the National Chairperson of
AZAPO.

Cde Molala led from the front as evidenced by the loss
of his eye when in 1985 he was hit by a teargas canis-
ter thrown by the police. He was leading the burial of
27 activists.

However, his involvement in politics did not diminish
his commitment to football. He was instrumental in
the formation of the Soccer Players Union of South
Africa (SOPUSA).

During this Steve Biko Month, AZAPO pays tribute to 
one of the sharpest minds.

CHASING THE HERITAGE RAINBOW

September is the month that the country celebrates its
heritage, our diverse cultures and different languages.
As the custodian of our people’s culture, AZAPO takes
great pride in celebrating our heritage and our lan-
guages.

It is this Movement that taught many of our people
that they are not Jeremiah but they are Pandelani, that
they are not Elijah but Themba, that they are not Brian
but Hulisani, that they are not James but Tshediso. As
we spread the gospel of Bantu Biko, our people appre-
ciated their black skin and Afro-hair. At the height of
Black Consciousness (BC) in the late seventies and
early eighties, Black people embraced themselves and
took pride in who they are.

Sadly, there appears to be regression. The weave, or
the artificial white hair, is back. Many of our children
do not learn any Afrikan language in school. Depart-
ments of Afrikan languages have become endangered
species.

English has become the real official language. Some
children who come from rich background are learning
French or German as a second language. Given the in-
creasing Chinese influence in our economy, some par-
ents are paying for Mandarin lessons for their chil-
dren.

We should not forget that language is a carrier of cul-
ture and a value system. There is a need to deliberate-
ly promote our languages and ensure that they do not
die. Economic empowerment of Black people is at the
heart of ensuring that our languages do not die. If
Black people continue to rely on other people for em-
ployment and for education, it follows that they would
naturally be forced to learn the language of the tribe
that has the resources to provide employment and
education.

So, as we call on our people to embrace their cultures
and languages, the most effective tool to ensure that
this becomes a reality is to attain economic freedom.
But if we still beg a section of the white tribe to give us
jobs, then we will still have to tell our children to pri-
oritise the language of the oppressor at the expense of
our languages. The cleavage of the politically correct
rhetoric of promoting our languages and the reality of
total submission to the dominance of English will wid-
en.
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In the past few weeks we have witnessed the trending
of video footages on social media depicting incidents of
violence in the schools across the country, particularly
in the Black schools. The worst of these was the killing
of a learner by a fellow learner in the Eastern Cape, and
the killing of a teacher by a learner in a Dinokana
School.

The collapse of discipline in schools is an indication of
a failing system of education. This is evident when you
hear how the education authorities and schools re-
sponded to what happened, particularly in Dinokana.
Some people feel outlawing corporal punishment is to
blame, whereas the Department of Basic Education
puts the blame on schools for not enforcing policy of
removing problematic children from schools.

What the Department is not taking into consideration
is that, while on paper education is uniform, the chal-
lenges faced by a teacher in a Black school are com-
pletely different from those in a former model C

school. It is easier to apply policy in the Model C setup
than in the township schools where there is a break-
down of social fabric by design. This is where drugs
and alcohol were systematically introduced and im-
posed to compromise the social life of the Black com-
munity and the future of the children. Accordingly, ap-
plying policy in the townships may mean creating an
unfriendly and dangerous environment for a teacher.
This grip of fear has tended to result in schools drafting
codes of conduct for the sake of compliance.

The Department should take most of the blame for
what is happening in schools, as they apply policies
uniformly without considering the diverse socio-
economic conditions existing in the different areas. An
example is their policy on staffing. Despite the fact that
former Model C schools are able to supplement their
staff allocation by creating School Governing Body
Posts, the department requires the same practice and
performance from schools that are completely under-
resourced in terms of staffing. This results in over-
worked teachers who, because of the developing stress,
end up stepping on the toes of learners who are also
from very depressing socio-economic environments.

It is the Black schools that needed to have been provid-
ed with therapists and social workers who would be
reporting daily at the school to assess learner behav-
iour and provide educators with the necessary support.
Most of the conflicts between the learners and the
teachers are the results of both stakeholders coming
from depressed and under-resourced communities,
which are expected to implement world-class educa-
tion methods such as Outcomes-Based Education
(OBE), to mention but one. The system as is at the mo-
ment, puts the spotlight on the Black teachers many of
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whom are products of the infamous Bantu Education
system. Any behaviour that is considered improper
will result in the teacher being summoned to the dis-
ciplinary unit by the Department. And in many in-
stances, teachers end up being severely punished.
This results in teachers cautioning one another
against caring and responsibility. This leads to the
total collapse of discipline.

Sadly, the Black schools are deprived of the skills of
educated and resourced parents. Such parents tend
to ship their children away from the Black schools
into the white suburbs schools that are better organ-
ised and resourced. This is also compounded by gen-
erations of oppression where people had no say in
their destiny and well-being, but were forced to ac-
cept a situation where those in authority decided
what was best for them. Participatory democracy is
still a foreign concept and there seems to be no con-
scious effort on the part of powers-that-be to develop
and inculcate a sense of active citizenry as that would
breed a posse of citizens who would challenge them
on their errant ways. It is in the interest of the cor-
rupt and self-seeking captured authorities to rule
over a subservient citizenry. It is no wonder to often
hear a number of parents abdicating the responsibil-
ity to inculcate discipline in their children by always
threatening to report their misbehaving kids to their
teachers. Besides, the troublesome students that are
expelled by the former Model C schools tended to be
absorbed by the township and village schools.

THE POWER OF THE VOTER
The revelations to the Zondo Commission that is
probing what has become known as State Capture
underscore the importance of the power of the voter.
It is not sheer coincidence that the 4 major commer-
cial banks decided to close the accounts of the Gupta-
linked companies in 2016, the period that saw the
ruling party losing the control of 3 major metros, in-
cluding Johannesburg and Tshwane where the capital
city is located.

Business people calculate risks. During apartheid, the
white monopoly capital actively worked with the
apartheid regime. Did they care about ethics? Not at

all. It was okay to do business and prop up the apart-
heid regime for as long as they were benefiting and
making huge profits. And when the political power
shifted from the Nats to the ANC, most businesses,
including the commercial banks, adjusted and worked
closely with the new political order.

It is this close relationship that developed between
the banks and the ruling party that empowered sen-
ior ANC leaders to seek meetings with top executives
of the banks to try to force the banks to reverse their
decisions to close the bank accounts of the Gupta-
linked companies. Sadly, for the ANC, the banks had
made an assessment that showed that the political
dominance of the ANC-led government was declining,
hence the outcome of the Local Government Elections
that saw a DA-led coalition running 3 Metros.

Given the rising popularity of the opposition, the
banks were emboldened and felt that they could
stand up to the ANC. They could see that the voters
were increasingly against the dominance of the ANC;
and this shift gave the banks the courage to suddenly
insist on “ethical conduct”.

Equally, the voters were central in forcing the ANC to
move against its then President Jacob Zuma. Before
the outcome of the Local Government Elections the
ANC was generally united behind Zuma, which ex-
plains why many attempts to remove him through the
no-confidence vote failed. In fact, some of Zuma’s
most vocal critics were his arch-defenders in the past.
But when they realised that he was costing their party
votes, they dumped him.
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The moral of the story is that the people get the gov-
ernment they deserve. We can only be oppressed to
the extent that we allow the system to oppress us. As
voters, we have the power to force the government to
be responsive to our needs as citizens. All that we
need to do as voters, is to use our vote wisely. The
power is in our hands.

BIKO DOES HAVE A POLITICAL HOME

Some within our ranks have raised concerns about
the Black Consciousness renegades who have sudden-
ly become the best champions of the cause they have
deserted, to paraphrase one of our brightest stars,
Cde Muntu ka Myeza. These murmurs followed a se-
ries of events, some of which were addressed by peo-
ple who are outside our Movement, to commemorate
the murder of Bantu Biko this month.

Before we pronounce on the correctness or otherwise
of the commemoration of Biko by non-BC adherents,
we should set the record straight. There is an obvious
attempt by some people to divorce Biko from his
Movement, the Azanian People’s Organisation
(AZAPO). When Biko was murdered on 12 September
1977, he was the Honourary President of the Black
People’s Convention (BPC). BPC was banned on 19
October 1977, shortly after his death. AZAPO was
formed about 6 months later on 28 April of 1978, as a
replacement of the BPC. This is just a historical fact.

Since 1978, AZAPO has, without fail, ensured that the
name of Biko and his ideas are not forgotten by our
people throughout Azania and even abroad. In order
to reinforce the struggle and accelerate our efforts to
be free, the AZAPO leadership instructed Cde Mosi-
budi Mangena who had just been released from Rob-
ben Island where he had served 5 years to skip the
country to help consolidate and advance our exiled
wing, the Black Consciousness Movement of Azania
(BCMA), and later our armed wing, the Azanian Na-
tional Liberation Army (AZANLA).

Our members, whether they were in the camps in Lib-
ya or in Dukwe, or in Harare; or in the townships of
Ebhayi or in Langa; or Mahwelereng or Thohoyandou
or Lenyenye, or Ga-Radingoana in Sekhukhune; or
Soweto or Bekkersdal or Maokeng or Thabong and
everywhere our members were found, we commemo-
rated Biko and kept his political legacy alive. This
came at a great cost to AZAPO and its members.
Some of our members were burnt to death and their
homes set alight for defending BC and the name of
Biko.

We reject the attempt to make Biko just a fashion icon
without a political home. While Biko is an interna-
tional icon for mental liberation, he is equally a
revered leader of AZAPO. We have no problem that
more and more people have gone through the Damas-
cus experience, and seem to have seen the light to em-
brace Biko. All we ask is that they should not remove
Biko from his political organisation and home.

But perhaps more importantly, we ask that they
should not just remember his death without living his
ideas. For if they embraced the true BC, they would
love and respect Black people. And when they do
that, there shall be no more tragedies like Life
Esidimeni and Marikana Massacre. They would no
longer steal from the public purse to deny Black peo-
ple from getting clean running water and good quality
healthcare. They would increase the speed of getting
Black people out of mikhukhu, thus restoring the dig-
nity of our people. Only then will the sudden but be-
lated embracing of Biko have a meaning. For now, it
remains hollow.
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BLACK HOMELESSNESS THROUGH 
EVICTIONS BY BANKS

Homelessness of Black people was a regular condition
that was backed up by apartheid laws and court rules
in South Africa. By the time children returned from
school, and parents returned from work (if they had a
job), they would find their furniture and clothes
thrown outside the house if they missed to pay rent
for 2 or 3 consecutive months in the townships. You
can imagine the shame, trauma and misery that was
visited upon that Black family. That would result in
some family displacement and disruption that sent the
family members in different directions for shelter and
survival. That was the abnormal life of a Black family
that had become normal.

Black farmers and farmworkers were equally not
spared this humiliation and ignominy of being evicted,
at the whim of white people, from their dwellings and
in places where they have worked and lived in for dec-
ades. It is disturbing to note that 24 years into democ-
racy and under the rule of a supposedly Black political
organisation, evictions of Black farmers are still rife
on the farms occupied by white people. They are
forcefully separated from the graves of their fore-
bears.

There is another way in which the homelessness and
the defrauding of Black people has been perpetrated
by the commercial banks monopolised by white peo-
ple under the collusion of the courts. On 22 March
2018 the North Gauteng High Court dismissed a chal-
lenge against the constitutionality of some court rules
that allows the home of a debtor (owing person) to be
sold without a reserve price. A reserve price is the

stipulated lowest acceptable price by the seller for a
good being auctioned. The implication of the absence
of a reserve price is that a bank can obtain a court or-
der and sell the house (asset) at a ridiculously low
price with a view of recouping what is owed to it by
the debtor. The bank does not take into account what
the debtor has been paying for all the years, and the
difference that the debtor will still have to pay to the
bank after the house is sold for next to nothing.

In the 22 March 2018 North Gauteng High Court judg-
ment, the case involved Given Nkwane who obtained a
home loan from Standard Bank in 2011 for an amount
of R380 000. He had a mortgage bond registered in
favour of the bank. The bank as the holder of the
mortgage bond is entitled to sell the mortgaged house
in order to settle the amount in arrears and still ex-
pect the homeless debtor to still pay the difference he
owes the bank regardless of the lost huge amounts of
money he has thus far paid to the bank. In 2013
Nkwane unsuccessfully approached the bank for a
debt review. He resorted to rehabilitation where he
would pay substantially less in his instalments. He
still struggled to pay his instalments. The bank suc-
cessfully instituted legal proceedings against Nkwane
for an execution warrant. Standard Bank sold the
R380 000 house that Nkwane had been paying for
years for an unbelievably low R40 000. Of importance
to note is that the insurable value of the house was
nearly R500 000 at the time the bank threw it away to
the white syndicates at R40 000.

Despite the 2017 gazetted law amendment of the
court rules that made it difficult for repossessed
homes to be sold at a pittance, the Nkwane judgement
found that the law amendment did not render the pre-
vious court rules irrational or unconstitutional.

However, a full bench of the South Gauteng High Court
ruled on 13 September 2018 that repossessed homes
may no longer be sold at auction without a reserve
price, which is a minimum price for which something
may be sold. If the auction bidding is below the re-
serve price, the home will not be sold. Also, the ruling
stated that the mortgaged bond may be reinstated
once the arrears have been settled. AZAPO welcomes
these developments, even though much more still
needs to happen in favour of the homeowners.
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In the early hours of this morning, an Azanian Revolu-
tionary of note and BC Stalwart Advocate Madibeng
Chris Mokoditoa took his final rest at Charlotte Maxeke
Hospital in Johannesburg. He would be turning 80 on 3
November 2018.

He was one of the founding members of the Black Conscious-
ness Movement, and served as the General Secretary of the
University Christian Movement, which was formed in 1967.
That was one organisation that was instrumental in the
ultimate formation of the South African Students Or-
ganisation (SASO), a pioneer organisation of the BCM.
He belonged to the BC forerunners who put white lib-
erals in their place, and in the process liberated black
thought and initiative by restoring their organic rela-
tionship with the Black Condition. He was part of that
brave and heroic regiment of young Black people who
defeated the grip of fear instilled by the brutality of the
white power structure against Black people.

As a student at the University of Fort Hare with Cdes 
like Hlaku Kenny Rachidi and Barney Pityana, he

was in the original lot that grappled with the initial
conceptualisation and framework of the Black Con-
sciousness philosophy. It is that wealth of political ac-
tivism that pointed at him as the one qualified to be the
inaugural Vice President of the Black People’s Conven-
tion (BPC) under the Presidency of Mme Motlalepula
Winnie Kgware.

He held a LLB and Master of Laws degree. Because his
professional legal work placed him in the forefront of
fighting for the rights of Black people, it naturally fol-
lowed that he would be one of those earmarked for a
banning order alongside Steve Biko in 1973. His ban-
ning order was one of the longest as a result of being
continually renewed to the extent that he could not
actively participate in activities to form AZAPO even
though he was there. Once the opportunity availed it-
self, he served as the Head of AZAPO Legal Secretariat
for a long time. He represented AZAPO in its legal mat-
ters, and the AZANLA cadres in their court appearanc-
es. Cde Mokoditoa also represented communities in
Mpumalanga in their Land Claims matters.

In 2005 he served as the Chairperson of the Special 
Pensions Appeal Board.

Three former AZAPO Presidents expressed shock at the
departure of Cde Mokoditoa.

Prof Saths Cooper, his former colleague in the inaugu-
ral BPC National Executive Committee, said Cde Mo-
koditoa was “a quiet inspiration, principled, steadfast
in his beliefs; he was the backbone of BPC when the
regime decimated the BC leadership in SASO and BPC”.
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Cooper noted that “this has been a year of sad losses,
which is a stark jolt to our mortality”. He said Azani-
ans “are indebted to his numerous contributions”.

Said Dr Mosibudi Mangena, another of Cde Mokodi-
toa’s inaugural BPC leadership: Mokoditoa “has been
a rock in the struggle for freedom since his student
days – steady, solid, dependable and unshakeable.
We served together in the first BPC executive led by
Motlalepula Kgware as our President and Mokoditoa
as her Deputy. We served together many more years
in AZAPO”.

One more BC Stalwart and former SASO President
Cde Pandelani Nefolovhodwe said, “I will miss Cde
Mokoditoa dearly, he was my Comrade-in-Arms, my
revolutionary role model and friend. As a lawyer he
defended many BC Cadres, His dedication and com-
mitment to the freedom of Black People was never in
doubt”.

AZAPO conveys its heartfelt condolences to the Mo-
koditoa family and relatives.

Cde Mokoditoa will be laid to rest on Friday, 5th Octo-
ber 2018 at Our Lady of the Assumption Church, 568
Sehlabo Street, Molapo, Soweto.

MBEKI EXPOSES ANC’S HYPOCRISY

Former President Thabo Mbeki is generally believed
to be straightforward at the risk of jeopardising his
popularity. In that sense, he is not a populist that
plays to the gallery. Put differently, he is not a classi-
cal politician who can easily read the mood of his au-
dience and tell them what he believes they want to
hear.

In a leaked 30-page “pamphlet, Mbeki warns his or-
ganisation against pushing PR or tactical posturing to
the “level of principle”. He stresses the point that
“land expropriation without compensation” is foreign
to the ANC; and that it is nothing more than “a tactical
and operational matter and should not be raised to
the level of principle and strategic importance, as has
happened”. Mbeki is revealing that the radical-
sounding rhetoric was supposed to have been adopt-

ed as nothing more than some tactical posturing to
fool the public and the voters into believing that the
ANC was serious in resolving the Land Question.

It is probably because of this emotionless approach to
politics that led to Mbeki attacking his party, the ANC,
on its current position on land. Mbeki has blasted the
ruling party for “framing” the land debate on race. He
further accused the party of deviating from its core-
values adding that the ANC was no longer a repre-
sentative of the people.

A few months ago, former ANC National Chairperson
Mosioua Terror Lekota made a similar accusation,
challenging the ANC to state what it meant by the
phrase “our people”. Lekota was arguing that the
ANC could not justify its new position of
“expropriating land without compensation” and giv-
ing it to the landless Black people.

It was easy to dismiss Lekota. After all, he is now dis-
missed as an ANC renegade that cannot claim to be
the best champion of the views of the party that he
has deserted to form his own party, the Congress of
the People (COPE).

But Mbeki’s DNA is ANC. Even when the party gave
him all the legitimate reasons to jump ship when the
Zuma-led NEC unceremoniously recalled him as the
President of the Republic, Mbeki remained within the
ANC. It is obvious that Mbeki is concerned about his
party moving away from its core-values of multi-
racialism; and from its position that the land “belongs
to all who live in it, black and white”. The ANC posi-
tion does not make a distinction between the Blacks
who were robbed of their land and the white land
robbers.
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It is understandable that the ANC would suddenly use
radical language, talking about Land robbery that was
committed by whites. This is not the official ANC po-
sition. These are gimmicks designed to counter the
EFF’s equally populist position on Land.

The “expropriation of land without compensation”
may be a fashionable political statement, but it cannot
be reconciled with the Freedom Charter. When the
Afrikanists, led by Mangaliso Sobukwe, left the ANC to
form the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania in 1959,
their main issue was the ANC’s adoption of the Free-
dom Charter that failed to make a distinction between
the Afrikans as the land owners and the descendants
of Europeans as the land invaders. For the PAC and
AZAPO, the objective of the struggle has always been
about the Repossession of the Land that was lost
through colonial conquest.

Mbeki is sincere in calling on his party to return to its
core-values. But he is failing to appreciate that the
ANC has an election to fight next year. Our people
have been without land for far too long, even after
they attained the right to vote. What the ANC may not
be frank about is that the sudden radical but empty
talk is all about getting votes. The ANC has been rul-
ing for about a Quarter of a Century or 25 years. And
it enjoyed more than two-thirds majority in parlia-
ment in some terms. If it had wanted to change the
Constitution, it would have done that by now.

We can only hope that our people can see through
these election gimmicks and accept that not much will
change in the quality of their lives in the next Quarter
of a Century. The voters will have to take responsibil-
ity that it is they that give the ANC the mandate to
play with their lives.

GLOBALISATION OF RACISM
AGAINST BLACK PEOPLE

A video that has gone viral in the social media, depict-
ing a small group of Chinese men beating up an Afri-
can man to a pulp because he was dating a Chinese
woman is yet another proof that Black people are vic-
tims of racism throughout the globe. According to

reports, the man, who was brutally assaulted, died of
his injuries. His sin was dating a Chinese woman, ac-
cording to the reports circulating in the social media.

The racist attack on the Black man should be con-
demned without any qualifications. It was a savage
act carried out by senseless brutes. We can only hope
that the racists will be brought to book to ensure that
justice is done. But as Black people we should use
this act of cowardice and worst act of inhumanity to
mankind to remind ourselves that racism is a global
phenomenon. That man was attacked because of his
skin. Had he been white, those racists would not have
had difficulty in his dating of a Chinese woman.

The Black man could have been a billionaire, but his
economic status would not have saved him. He was
convicted by the racists of being black. Across the
globe, being black is associated with poverty and sec-
ond class status. In many countries, Black people are
predominantly found in the poorer and lower classes
of society.

If this situation is to change, Black people must first
realise that our collective dignity as Black people is
indivisible. We must establish and strengthen black
solidarity across the globe so that the majority of us
are economically empowered. The reliance on other
people for our welfare makes us to be vulnerable to
the white supremacists of this world. If we were to
change the negative stereotype of being a hopeless
people ready and willing to be exploited, by becoming
masters of our own destiny, it would be harder for
racists to target and victimise Black people.
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THE XHOLOBENI COMMUNITY RESISTS 
THE RAPING OF OUR LAND

In the history of Afrikan slavery there is always the dis-
turbing narration that some fellow Africans collaborat-
ed with either the Arabs or the Europeans to hunt
down Afrikans for selling in the slave markets. In the
context of his time, Malcom X described the phenome-
non with the distinction between the Field Nigger and
the House Nigger.

Within the context of the anti-colonial or liberation
struggles in Azania, elements who chose to fall on the
side of the enemy against liberatory efforts of their
own people were simply known as informants, sellouts
or mpimpi. These are the elements who, according to
Steve Biko, lost their Blackness and had degenerated
into being “non-whites”.

While the colonialists forcefully took the Afrikan min-
eral resources at gunpoint, they no longer need to be
so backward and impolite in the neo-colonial dispensa-
tion in Azania. “Non-whites” are in abundance to
“legally” deliver our mines to the imperialists compa-
nies that go under nice terms like “multinational com-
panies”. That is how the Black workers were slaugh-
tered under the instruction or simply by a supposedly
democratic government voted for by the same Black
workers who became unfortunate ingredients for the
2016 Marikana Massacre. The ANC-led government
committed the massacre to curry the affection and fa-
vour of LonMin – a London mining company.

In the Eastern Cape Wild Coast Region, or Xholobeni in
Mbizana, the Black community is standing up for its
rights in defence of its minerals and environment from
being stolen and injured by a foreign Australian min-

ing company called Transworld Energy and Mineral
Resources (TEM). The local people formed themselves
into the Amadiba Crisis Committee (ACC) in 2007 to
resist the auctioning of the wealth, environment and
dignity to foreigners by the government led by the
ANC. The Xholobeni area is said to be rich with the re-
serves amounting to 348.7 million tonnes of ore grad-
ing 5% Titanium.

The foreign mining company is proposing a short-term
strip mining, which is not the long-term deep mining.
The Australian company and the ANC-led government
are capitalising on the local high rate of unemployment
and abject poverty. The Department of Local Govern-
ment says that 71.5% of the economically active popu-
lation (15 – 65 years of age) are jobless; and that 88%
of households in the region live below the minimum
poverty level. It is this poverty, according to the local
community, that is being used to allegedly bribe Nkosi
Lunga Baleni with material possession like a 4x4 vehi-
cle paid for by the mining company.

The local resistance of the locals led to the Australian
company threatening to pull out after the violence by
the state and faceless forces failed to destroy the com-
munity backbone. Local leaders like Sikhosiphi Bazoo-
ka Radebe were assassinated in 2016 by faceless mer-
cenaries who hijacked a car and drove to Radebe’s
place where they shot him 8 times. The community
lawyer Richard Spoor challenged the NPA to “unblock”
the investigation into the case. The lawyers cited an
Alternative Information and Development Centre
(AIDC) report, which showed that the investigation
was “sabotaged from inside the SAPS”.

In 2016 Minerals Resources Minister Mosebenzi Zwane
imposed a moratorium on the Xholobeni mining. In-
cumbent Minister Gwede Mantashe has on 23 Septem-
ber 2018 tried his charm to get the local community to
succumb to allowing the white foreigners to “lay their
sponges flat to suck the wealth of Africa my Beginning,
Africa my Ending”. He has also failed.

AZAPO urges the Amadiba community to be even
stronger in their resistance to fight the auctioning of
their land and wealth by the ANC-led government to
foreign bidders.
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Not for the first time, Westbury in Johannesburg is on
fire as the community is protesting against the take-
over of their townships by drug lords and gangs. The
protests flared up after a gang gunfight resulted in
stray bullets killing Heather Peterson (45) and wound-
ing her daughter (10).

This is not the first time that innocent residents have
been killed by stray bullets from gang skirmishes. It
has been happening for decades in the townships. And
it was by the white racist design to bring black people
down. Once the apartheid laws ensured that Blacks
were separated from the whites through the Group Ar-
eas Act, the Black communities were targeted as the
dumping grounds for all sorts of drugs. The aim was to
cause chaos and violence that would bring human de-
velopment to a halt in the Black communities. The
young people would drop out of school and spend the
rest of their shorted lives in gang-related violence.
They would also reign terror and harass Black people
in the trains, in the busses and their homes. They rob

them of their small change, cell phones and sound sys-
tems to be able to feed the addictive and destructive
habit.

By deliberate design, the Black communities would be
plunged in never-ending wars, which result in self-
destruction. This is a clever design. The colonialists
and racists are not visible. So how do you blame their
system for what appear to be a black problem created
by Black people? Yet we know that the drug problem
in the townships is the creation of colonialism, capital-
ism and white racism. That is the reason why it was
never policed during the settler-colonial and apartheid
era.

Fast forward to post-1994. Is the drug problem po-
liced now? No. And there is unfortunately no political
will to do so. To those who have internalised white
racism, a problem is a problem only when it affects the
white people. No wonder that the ANC-led government
is feeling no urgency to act and save the Black Soul that
is destroyed by drugs. It took the Black community of
Westbury’s taking to the street for the government to
but reluctantly respond. Even when that tongue-in-
cheek response was performed, it was performed with
the sole objective of electioneering for 2019, rather
than solve the chronic problem that has destroyed the
social fabric of our communities. Yet in the National
Drug Master Plan for 2013-2017 we are told that the
South African Revenue Service show that the “known
direct cost of illicit drug use in 2005 was roughly”
about R100 billion!

DRUGS ARE PART OF THE WAR TO DESTROY BLACK PEOPLE

4th Floor Investment Building 
97 Commissioner Street
Pop Up Arcade
JOHANNESBURG  
2001
info@azapo.org.za
www.azapo.org.za

VOLUME 1 ISSUE 32 AZAPO WEEKLY ONLINE PUBLICATION

AZAPO Voice Volume 1 135

https://maps.google.com/?q=97%2BCommissioner%2BStreet&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:info@azapo.org.za
http://www.azapo.org.za/


Meanwhile, Police Minister Bheki Cele was seen on
TV promising that the government would attend to
the problem by deploying the Tactical Response Unit
of the police. There you have it. Every political and
socio-economic problem in the Black community is
solved by deploying the army as though it was a mili-
tary or policing problem. The drug problem in the
township is a political and socio-economic one. The
cowboy tactics of intimidation and shoot and kill are
not a solution. They merely aggravate the problem.

The drug lords are known in the community. The
government has to use Crime Intelligence and arrest
the drug lords. That is not enough. Their Intelligence
should enable them to stop the supply of the drugs.
Searching loitering individuals on the streets is a lazy
and counterproductive strategy. The police must ar-
rest the drug lords and cut the supply of drugs.

JOBS SUMMIT, ANOTHER TALK-SHOP

This week representatives of labour, business and
government leaders met under the auspices of NED-
LAC to convene yet another Job Summit. The Summit
is the best response that the ruling class can muster
in the wake of the massive job losses in various sec-
tors including mining and ICT.

It would be advisable for our people not to hold their
breath. The Job Summit is likely to be just another
talk-shop without any real results. While the focus is
on how to create more jobs, there is complete silence
on what should be done to stop the looming retrench-
ments, including those at the SABC, which is a State
entity.

So, if the State cannot save jobs in the public broad-
caster, a few months from national elections, what are
the chances that it can save jobs in other sectors, es-
pecially in the private sector where most of the jobs
are being lost? Zero.

The Job Summit is a public relations exercise. It is
designed to create an impression that the govern-
ment cares. Unfortunately, anybody who hopes that
the Summit will come up with radical measures to
create employment will be disappointed.

We can skirt around the issue. But the real issue in
this country is that this country has high rates of un-
employment and low economic growth because of the
colonial architecture of the economy. We have a dem-
ocratically elected government that has been in office
for about a Quarter of a Century, but the colonial de-
sign of the economy is still firmly entrenched.

Our precious resources are still mined and exported
raw to other countries only to import them as fin-
ished products at a higher cost. The government’s

inability to beneficiate and add value, means that
South Africa is exporting jobs to other countries. The
second real challenge in our country is that we have
not changed ownership patterns that existed during
apartheid. In other words, the white tribe still owns
and dominate the economy. This tribe is sitting on
more than R500 billion of reserves that they could
invest in the economy to create jobs, but they lack the
patriotism and the confidence in the ANC-led govern-
ment to increase their investments. They rather in-
vest their money in other countries, creating jobs
there than in their own country.

There are many factors that can stimulate growth, but
one of the key catalysts is quality education. This
country has failed dismally to improve the quality of
education. Little wonder that even many of our uni-
versity graduates join the ranks of the unemployed
without any capacity to create work for themselves
and others.

The brutal truth is that the government lacks vision 
and that is why we are perishing.

2
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AZANIA BELONGS TO BLACK PEOPLE –
NOT SOME BLACK PEOPLE

Once it was clear that European settlers could not
sustain the lie that Azania is their “vaders se land”,
they resorted to their usual tricks of Divide and Rule.
Their claim to the Land of Black people is based on
the malicious propaganda that they either bought the
land or occupied what they call “no-man’s’-land”.

However, they are unable to produce proof of their
claim of purchasing of the land. It is a white lie be-
cause they were never sold the land. They took our
land by the force of the gun. Black people bled in de-
fence of their land. They died in defence of their land.
In modern times, Black people waged the struggle for
liberation for the Repossession of the Land. So Land
Azania was neither bought nor stolen. It was taken by
force of arms.

Here comes the Divide and Rule of the white settler-
colonial minority. They claim that Azania belongs
exclusively to the KhoiSan Black ethnic group. Fur-
ther, they claim that the rest of the Black ethnic
groups “arrived in South Africa” from Eastern or
North Africa around the 17th century. Their ridicu-
lous conclusion is that the Nguni, Sotho, Venda and
other Black ethnic groups are “foreigners” in South
Africa just like the whites. By so doing, they divide
the Black community by patronising the KhoiSan eth-
nic group.

This manoeuvre has resulted in some of our people
believing that the colonial racists are right. Conse-
quently, some of our people are beginning to under-

mine their own Blackness. They are beginning to 
question whether they are Black, white or Coloured.

Once the Black Consciousness Movement occupied
the centre stage of the Azanian Revolution in the late
1960s, they moved quickly and rejected all colonial
and apartheid labels that sought to divide and under-
mine the humanity of Black people. Apartheid-
imposed labels like “Bantoes”, “Coloureds” and
“Indians” were rejected. Yes, Black are aBantu/
Batho/Human Beings, but never “Bantoes/Bantus”.
To be “Coloured” has the undertone that you have
acquired, or are given “colour” probably by those who
have “colour”. Now that you are “coloured”, you may
now be visible to those who “colour” others. As far as
we know in the BCM, Indians are in India. Having re-
jected the colonial nametags, the BCM adopted the
term “Black” as a reference to all those who are by
law or tradition, socially discriminated against, eco-
nomically exploited, and identify as a group in the
fight for their liberation and reconquest of their land.
This term was cemented and anchored in the unity-in
-action demonstrated by Azanians in the fight for
their liberation.

In the era of the democratic dispensation after 1994,
the ruling party has reversed the unity of our people
and introduced strange ethnic labels like “100%” this
or that. That was done in their bid to loot the State
resources. Development was reserved for the areas
the leaders came from. If it was not Mvezo or Qunu, it
was Nkandla. The gains and successes of the BCM
had been undermined at the drop of a hat.
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AZAPO therefore appeal to Azanians to reject the divi-
sive tendencies by both the white racists and the ruling
party. Our KhoiSan people cannot forget that the entity
called “South Africa” was created only in 1910. There
was no South Africa before that. Further, the bounda-
ries in Afrika were a creation of the imperialists and
the colonialists in the 19th century. The Continent Afri-
ca had no boundaries before that. Our people moved
freely inside the Continent and settled wherever they
wished in accordance with their needs and grazing
lands for their livestock. Some of them were pastorals
that did not settle in one place for any longer period of
time. Of course, there were some skirmishes in the
process. But it cannot be true that Afrikans “arrived” in
Afrika. We did not “arrive” in Afrika, nor did we
“arrive” in Azania.

LESSONS TO POLITICIANS

On the face of it, the ruling by the Constitutional Court
that former Social Development Minister Bathabile
Dlamini should pay 20% of the legal costs incurred by
Freedom under Law and the Black Sash over the social
grants saga appears to be harsh. Presumably, Dlamini
was acting as a minister and representing the best in-
terests of the State and by extension, the best interests
of the People.

However, in a judgment written by Justice Johan
Froneman, the highest court in the land found Dlamini
personally liable and ordered her to pay a portion of
the legal costs.

A closer examination of the facts will show that Dlam-
ini was abusing the tax-payer. She deliberately
dragged the matter to the highest court, because she

was not the one footing the legal bill. The court came 
to the defence of the tax-payer through this judgment. 
In future, politicians will seek proper legal advice be-
fore opposing any matter because they would know 
that they may eventually be held personally liable if the 
courts can find that they acted recklessly. This is a pro-
found judgment in that politicians, including former 
President Jacob Zuma, would wage protracted battles, 
without justification, because they knew that they were 
not footing the bill.

Politicians, as elected public representatives, should
not be undermining their offices by acting recklessly
and without regard to the voters and the tax-payer.
However, the blatant disregard of the tax-payer by
some politicians continue to reduce the confidence that
members of the public have on politicians in general,
thus creating an impression that only the courts are
the genuine custodians of our Constitution.

Politicians must stop engaging in acts that will under-
mine the credibility of the Executive and Parliament.
Hopefully, the judgment against Dlamini will serve as a
deterrent to those who habour similar intentions of
abusing the tax-payer.
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It looks like the ruling party’ s politicians have read
less of Steve Biko’s I Write What I Like and Frantz Fan-
on’s The Wretched of the Earth, but a lot more of James
Hardley Chase’s The World in My Pocket.

That is the impression you get when you read Adv Ter-
ry Motau’s VBS Mutual Bank Report that goes under
the catchy title of The Great Bank Heist. It is not only
the title that resembles the book titles of Chase, but
even the plot is a breath-taking thriller of the propor-
tions of Chase’s plots. The tragedy with the VBS Bank
plot is that billions of Rand of poor Black people have
been stolen by rich and connected politicians for whom
our people voted.

We are here talking about pensioners in the deep rural
areas of South Africa. This Mutual Bank shot into
prominence in 2016 after it rescued the troubled for-
mer President Jacob Zuma with a controversial loan of

not make business sense just how a Mutual Bank could
be plunging into such a risk. But soon afterwards, 14
municipalities from the Gauteng, North West and Lim-
popo deposited about R1.5 billion of the public funds
into the VBS Mutual (not commercial) Bank despite the
fact that those transactions were illegal in terms of the
Municipal Finance Management Act (MFMA).

The Motau Report reveals that the ANC politicians have
looted about R2 billion of the money of poor Black peo-
ple. The collusion between KPMG’s auditors and VBS
Bank left the poor rural Black People of Limpopo high
and dry. Instead of reporting the observable malfea-
sance that was manifest at the bank, KPMG reported no
irregularities, deepening the bank’s risk exposure and
left its books in disarray. Development projects in the
various municipalities came to a standstill because the
ANC-led government allowed the public purse to be
diverted to the private pockets of their members and
some political organisations. The Report fingers an
ANC Limpopo Provincial Treasurer Danny Msiza as the
“kingpin’ of the scheme. The 53 shady characters that
stole the people’s money include VhaVenda King Toni
Mphephu who is said to have pocketed R17.7 million.

When there were calls for the VBS Mutual Bank to be
liquated or put under curatorship when it experienced
liquidity challenges, the EFF was loudly vocal in de-
fence of the Bank. The organisation stated that VBS
was a “bank of black people”, which should have been
saved. That voice sounded legit until this week when

POLITICIANS LOOTING THE MONEY OF THE POOR THROUGH THE VBS BANK
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Brian Shivambu, who is also the brother of the EFF’s
Deputy President Floyd Shivambu, also stole about
R16 million from the money of poor Black people.

On 11 October 2018 the Daily Maverick went further
and stated that Floyd Shivambu’s EFF “has allegedly
received R1.3 million illegally from VBS Mutual Bank
into the party’s bank account”. The Daily Maverick
also writes that “Floyd Shivambu’s younger brother,
Brian, allegedly funnelled around R10 million through
a company called Sgameka Projects into Floyd’s per-
sonal bank account”.

On Wednesday night Adv Motau SC told an ENCA an-
chor that their Terms of Reference were limited to
tracing and following the money flowing into the VBS
Mutual Bank, and the one flowing out. But they could
not go beyond the immediate entity or person who
received money from the bank. He then expressed
hope that the National Prosecuting Authority (NPA)
would conduct thorough investigations beyond the
imposed limiting Terms of Reference and recover all
the money, while unleashing the might of the law
against the culprits.

As things go, it may not be unlikely that about two
thirds of the Members of Parliament and the Execu-
tive may go to jail. In only a Quarter of a Century, the
ruling party has run the country’s economy down the
drain. That is all the reason why the voter must take
Azania out of the pockets of corrupt politicians.

What type of a country is this where the politicians
can mismanage the economy and steal the taxpayers’
money without any consequences? Presidents violate
their oath and the Constitution without any conse-
quences. Parliaments abdicate their Constitutional
duty of holding the Executive accountable without
any consequences. Politicians steal the public money
and get rewarded with “deployments” into higher and
more paying offices. Cabinet Ministers lie under oath
without any consequences.

The masses and the voters must work with AZAPO to
fulfil Biko’s noble mission of “bestowing upon South
Africa a more human face”.

THE ANC’S ECONOMIC DISNEY LAND
In any government, and more so in a capitalist sys-
tem, a Finance Minister is one of the important Cabi-
net Ministers. She is the one who must have the busi-
ness appeal to massage the egos of the markets and
investors. The capitalist markets are known to be
addicted to certainty. Any disruptive uncertainty
negatively affects investor confidence in the economy.

There seems to be no indication that the ruling party
that has boastingly adopted a capitalist line knows
this. In 2015 the ANC-led government plunged the
economy into a man-made crisis of 3 Finance Minis-
ters in 4 days! On 9 December 2015 then President
Jacob Zuma issued a statement in the thick of the
night at 20h00 announcing that he had fired Finance
Minister Nhlanhla Nene. He also announced that he
had appointed an “unknown” David van Rooyen to
that position. The Rand went down by 1,39% against
the Dollar to R14.83. By 10 December 2015 the Rand
continued to lose weight down to R16 to the Dollar.
Caving in under pressure, on 13 December 2018 Zu-
ma fired van Rooyen and appointed Pravin Gordhan
as Finance Minister, a position he had held before.

Excluding the depreciation of the Rand, Alec Hogg of
BizNews.com calculated the loss in equities and
bonds to R500 billion!

What we just narrated is a sorry picture of how the
ruling party mismanaged the economy, and continues
to do so with impunity. As if that was not enough, on
31 March 2017 Zuma fired yet another Finance Minis-
ter called Pravin Gordhan, and replaced him with a2
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controversial Malusi Gigaba - a “novice” in the finance
space. Before he enjoyed the honeymoon, Gigaba was
fired in February 2018 and replaced by the resurfac-
ing of Nene.

Yes, you guessed it. Nene has been fired once again
and replaced by Tito Mboweni who has been dug out
of retirement and hurriedly dusted to serve as Fi-
nance Minister. Of course, Nene offered to be relieved
of his duties after it came out that he lied by claiming
he never met the Guptas. It surfaced that he actually
met them between 2010 and 2014 in their private
residence when he was first Deputy Finance Minister
and full Minister. There are now understandable sus-
picions that Nene may have been promoted to a full
Ministerial position after he promised to be a good
boy to the Guptas.

If we take into account the fact that the term of this
Cabinet expires in 2019, then it means there may be a
Finance Minister other than Mboweni. In that disas-
trous case, South Africa will have had 7 Finance Min-
isters in 4 Years! That’s an economic catastrophe of
astronomical proportions.

THE PEOPLE AND NOT THE MARKETS 
SHOULD APPROVE MBOWENI

So the country has a new Finance Minister, Tito
Mboweni. The Rand, that is as stable as a yoyo, rallied,
suggesting that the appointment of Mboweni has the
support of the markets.

Using the revolutionary analytical tool of the late Pan
Africanist in the diaspora, Kware Toure, which states:
“Oppose what the enemy supports, and support what

the enemy opposes,” some have already suggested
that the fact that the markets responded positively to
Mboweni’s appointment is proof that he is bad news
for the poor and the working class.

Creating an artificial separation between the Finance
Minister and the government is a tactic that the ruling
party has employed for many years. Currently, the
Zondo Commission is investigating what has become
known as State Capture. Again, in that Commission
there has been a tactic of creating a distinction be-
tween former President Jacob Zuma and the ruling
party. The fact that Zuma was the president of the
ruling party, and therefore the ultimate custodian of
the policies and ethics of the ANC, is conveniently ig-
nored. All that was evil and smelled of Gupta aroma
is blamed on Zuma, and the other leaders of the ruling
party try hard to plead ignorance.

Back to Mboweni. The dominant narrative is that
Mboweni has the respect of the markets and that he is
likely to help the economy get out of the current cri-
sis. This is misplaced confidence. Mboweni, just like
his predecessor Nhlanhla Nene, has no policies of his
own. He implements policies of the ruling party.
Whether he succeeds or not, is a function of the effec-
tiveness (or lack thereof) of the policies that the rul-
ing party develops and implement.

But the key test of his success should not be the mar-
kets. The people of this country, the voters are the
ones who should be impressed by the performance of
the ruling party in fighting poverty, creating employ-
ment and reducing levels of inequality. That should
be the real test. And looking at the track record of the
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ruling party’s governance, AZAPO states it upfront
that it is not optimistic at all.

However, just like shareholders in a company, the vot-
ers have the powers to fire non-performing execu-
tives. It is that simple. Voters should be reminded
that they should not settle for leaders just because
those leaders have approval ratings of international
bodies such as the IMF and the World Bank and the
amorphous markets. They should settle for leaders
placed in their positions by parties that have a coher-
ent plan to develop and implement an economic policy
that will restore the dignity of the economically mar-
ginalised Black people. Delivery of basic services, jobs
and land should be the test of performance.

THE RISING ANGER OF THE MASSES

This week a section of the Black community, that calls
itself Coloured, marched on the Johannesburg Stock
Exchange (JSE) SE to demand jobs and inclusion in the
mainstream of the economy. The rising anger against
the political establishment started as a protest in
Westbury outside Johannesburg against crime, gang
violence and drugs. The movement quickly grew to
other areas predominantly occupied by the so-called
“Coloured” section of the Black community.

In general, what this section of our community is de-
manding is social and economic justice. They essen-
tially want the same things that the so-called “Bantoe”
section of the Black community wants – land, jobs and
meaningful stake in the mainstream economy.

The march this week should serve as a reminder to 
the political aristocrats that as a country, we are sit-

ting on a ticking time bomb. In 1994, people’s expec-
tations were raised. The right to vote was extended to
all, with Black people voting for the first time. Many
thought that the political power would translate into
economic freedom. A Quarter of a Century later, there
is a crude realisation that we were sold a dummy.
AZAPO warned the Azanian masses that the removal
of apartheid was equal to the removal of scaffolding in
the construction of the white economic power struc-
ture. Now that the white economic power structure is
firm and complete, it no longer needs apartheid to
support it.

When AZAPO urged the people to boycott the 1994
General Elections, it was not that we were party-
spoilers. It was a tough, hard and painful decision.
AZAPO had the clarity of thought that the Kempton
Park sell-out deal would not deliver real freedom and
liberation because it would not deliver on the basic
demands of the liberation struggle – the return of the
land to Black people and the redistribution of wealth
to people.

For far too long, the government has been tinkling the
belly of the elephant with a feather, somehow believ-
ing that it would kill the elephant. Of course, the ele-
phant has not died and does not even show signs of
being weak. In fact, it appears to be getting stronger
and even more arrogant and dangerous. The white
propertied class is getting even more arrogant now
that they see that the ANC-led government is a bark-
ing dog with no teeth.

The economy still remains in white hands, and there is
no clear plan to transform it. Each year, reports sug-
gest that there is no movement in changing the board-
rooms and the corridors of economic power in the
country.

The various ingredients of a people’s revolution – pov-
erty, unemployment, hopelessness, landlessness, mis-
ery and mistrust of the political leadership - are there.

Those in power ignore the rising anger of the masses 
at their peril.
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Tomorrow, 19 October, it will be the 41st anniversary
of the banning of 17 organisations of the Black Con-
sciousness Movement (BCM) and two publications like
The World and Rand Daily Mail under the notorious
Section 10 of the Internal Security Act. Jimmy Kruger
was the white settler-colonial regimes’ Minister of Jus-
tice. The banned organisations included the Black Peo-
ple’s Organisation (BPC), South African Students Or-
ganisation (SASO), South African Students Movement
(SASM), Black Women’s Federation (BWF), Union of
Black Journalists (UBJ), Black Community Projects
(BCP), National Youth Organisation (NAYO), Medupe
Writers Association (MWA) and Zimele Trust Fund.

Though “Black Wednesday” was the immediate name 
that made waves as a reference to 19 October 1977,

the BCM preferred “Black Solidarity Day” for obvious 
political reasons.

The mass banning of the radical BC organisations was a
demonstration of the effectiveness of the BCM in shak-
ing the foundations of settler-colonialism and white
racism in Azania. That took place within just a decade
of the founding of SASO – the pioneer organisation of
the BCM. You have to take into account the fact that
the BCM was led by young people in their 20s. And
these fearless young people had to lead the Azanian
Masses out of the “political lull” that was created by the
banning of the historical organisations and the relocat-
ing into exile of many activists. The bravery and hero-
ism of the young leaders of the BCM surprised the
world.

Within a radical decade of institutionalising the BC phi-
losophy by establishing organisations almost in every
sector, the flames of the June 16 Uprisings engulfed
Azania as an indication of the potency of the philoso-
phy of Black Consciousness. SASM, a high school stu-
dents wing of the BCM, was the one that provided im-
mediate leadership to the Black students. The likes of
Tsietsi Mashinini and Khotso Seatlholo were the BC
leaders of the students. SASM had formed the Soweto
Students Representative Council (SSRC), of which
Mashinini was the President, to lead the campaign
against the apartheid imposition of Afrikaans as the
medium of instruction.

It is common knowledge that the military wings of the

BLACK SOLIDARITY DAY
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exiled political organisations benefitted tremendous-
ly from the mass exodus of politicised and radicalised
Black young people of the BCM who left Azania for
exile. This 1976 national rebellion under the direc-
tion and leadership of the BCM breathed life into
those organisations.

Yet there was a political and mobilisation build-up to
the June 16 Uprisings. In 1974 the BCM organised the
VIVA Frelimo Rallies, which were scheduled for 25
September. The white racist regime was naturally
hostile to anything that sought to recognise and cele-
brate what the regime saw as the victory of com-
munism next to its fence. That led to the mass impris-
onment of the BCM leaders and the historic SASO-BPC
Trial where Steve Biko was the articulate defence wit-
ness. After the June 16 Uprisings, the 9 Trialists were
each sentenced to between 5 to 8 years on Robben
Island.

As a result of the 19 October 1977 banning order, the
BCM organisations lost their property which included
money in the banks, vehicles and health facilities like
the Zanempilo Clinic in Ezinyoka near eQonce in the
Eastern Cape.

The final nail in the proverbial coffin of the BCM was
the murder of Steve Biko in police custody on 12 Sep-
tember 1977, which was about a month after the ban-
ning of the BCM organisations. In about 6 months the
BCM defied the counterrevolutionary move of the
white racist regime by reconstituting the banned BCM
organisations into AZAPO, which kept the fires of the
Azanian Revolution burning. It is against that back-
ground that AZAPO is historically recognised as the
custodian of BC and Biko.

CHEAP POLITICS ABOUT IMMIGRANTS
The utterances by Tshwane Mayor Solly Msimanga
about undocumented immigrants may be popular
among many citizens, but are unfortunate. There is
no doubt that due to limited resources and fewer jobs
in the market, the tactic of “othering” people is gain-
ing momentum.

For instance, in a village where there is a mine, local

village as others and insist that jobs should be given
to the locals. Sometimes these calls ignore qualifica-
tions. But what is the legitimate reason that a citizen
should be excluded from getting a job simply because
he or she does not reside in the particular village?

Recently, there was a protest in Soweto whereby peo-
ple seeking employment directed their anger at the
Johannesburg Metro for employing “outsiders”. By
outsiders, they meant people outside Soweto. Owing
to apartheid policies that had designed townships like
Soweto as temporary residences for “migrant work-
ers from the bantustans” who worked on the mines
and factories around the cities, many people who live
in Soweto have roots in others parts of the country.
So, “othering” people in Soweto is simply ludicrous.

For the record, there is merit in the argument that the
government should enforce effective border controls
and ensure that the country’s borders are not porous.
Equally, the government should enforce the country’s
laws regulating undocumented immigrants so that
there is adequate information to plan for services
such as health, housing and education. Planning is
impossible when there is no accurate information
about the number of people who will require govern-
ment services.

But that is just one side of the complex issue of the
migration of people. The truth is that people will al-
ways move to places or countries that they believe
offer better prospects. South Africa has a stronger
economy compared to its neighbours in the region. It
is also seen as the place to go by fellow Africans in the

2
Continent. Skilled African immigrants are working inpeople will “other” or classify people from outside the
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our hospitals, universities and other industries such
as the financial sector. There is no apparent Afropho-
bic sentiments towards these professionals who are
adding value to the economy. The resentments to-
wards immigrants are directed towards the poor
Black immigrants who are battling for limited re-
sources in the townships and informal settlements. It
is obvious that the fight is over limited resources.

The long term solution to this problem lies in growing
the local economy to create more opportunities for
people, but also in assisting the regional economies of
countries such as Zimbabwe, Lesotho and Mozam-
bique to grow their economies through increased
trade. If there is political stability and economic pros-
perity in Zimbabwe, there will be no reason for Zim-
babweans to cross the border into South Africa.

It should never escape us that as Africans, we are es-
sentially one people. These borders were imposed on
us by European colonialists. That is why there are
BaSotho in Lesotho and other BaSotho in the Free
State. AmaSwazi are found in Swaziland and Mpuma-
langa, and BaTswana are found in the North West and
Botswana.

ARREST THOSE WHO LOOTED VBS

The delay in arresting those implicated in the looting
of the VBS Bank can only serve to undermine the
credibility of the law enforcement agencies in the
country. We have seen various players – including
politicians and business people mainly from the rul-
ing party – address the media on their alleged in-
volvement but there is deafening silence from the po-
lice and the National Prosecuting Authority about the
arrest of the suspects in the crime.

Had the law enforcement agencies moved swiftly to
arrest those involved, members of the public would
be re-assured that those involved would face justice.
Those in authority should understand that the gen-
eral public is losing confidence in the justice system.
This explains why people resort to mob justice in
some communities. It is important for ordinary peo-
ple to be assured that the system works, and that they
can trust in the wheels of justice to turn and turn fast.
After all, justice delayed, is justice denied.

The VBS debacle is perhaps the worst illustration of
the moral decay in our society. Like cancer, corrup-
tion and greed are eating away at our moral fibre. At
VBS, top management and internal auditors collabo-
rated with external auditors to cook books to hide the
“The Great Bank Heist” from the Reserve Bank. The
victims of this well organised theft of about R2 billion
are ordinary villagers and pensioners – the poorest of
the poor. Theft is evil, but it is worse than evil when
one steals from the poor.

The VBS scandal should offer us as a nation an oppor-
tunity to reflect on what we have become. Corruption
is becoming normalised. This is not just for those
who are in authority, but each one of us. How many
of us pay a bribe to traffic police officers to avoid a
speed fine? It gets worse. There are reports that peo-
ple seeking employment in both the public and pri-
vate entities have to pay bribes to get appointed. It is
an open secret that people pay bribes to get tenders.
Inspectors accept kickbacks to approve shoddy con-
struction work. Teachers sleep with their pupils to
give them better marks. Examples of the moral decay
are too many to mention.

Is there hope? Yes, there is. Nobody is born corrupt.
AZAPO believes that we need to build strong institu-
tions of governance. We need an effective police ser-
vice, a strong and capable NPA and an independent
and impartial judiciary. But more importantly, we
need a nation infused with Black Consciousness - the
philosophy that implores an individual to do the right
thing, unpoliced, in preservation of his or her dignity.

3
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RESTRUCTURE THE ECONOMY TO 
ADDRESS UNEMPLOYMENT

The capitalist economic society is a ruthless story of
survival by working largely for someone else. Tradi-
tional societies did not have this feature, and thus un-
employment was an unknown phenomenon. House-
hold and individuals had productive assets in the form
of cattle and land. However, in modern contemporary
times, individuals are employed to be exploited for the
creation of super profits for the capitalists.

Unemployment in South Africa is prevalent and very
high. The formal rate stands at 27.2 percent, since
1994. We know that the expanded definition, which
includes those who have stopped looking for a job,
takes the number to a horrific 37.2 percent with about
10.2 million of unemployed people in this country.
South Africa is a society characterised by systemic so-
cial exclusion and marginalisation. The feature exhib-
its very direct and strong links with the pandemic of
poverty in the country, and worsening inequality.
This is made worse by the fact that population growth
is at present in excess of the employment growth.
The wage-system is critical in the transfer of income.

South Africa suffers from structural unemployment,
which by definition, is not responsive to changes in
the business cycle of the economy. It is also important
to mention at the outset that the private business
community has not been doing its part. Fixed invest-
ment has been minimal, whilst private companies are
flush with investable cash.

There is strong need to restructure the economy in
favour of the socialist model where the wealth will be
redistributed to address the human development of

the Azanian population. Investment will also be key in
that model. However, it will require a new growth dy-
namic. Only when fixed investment in brownfields is
increased will unemployment fall noticeably. In post-
1994, the South African economy has focussed on im-
proving intrinsic inefficiencies, and that has under-
mined the employment growth dividend. Productivi-
ty, which is essential in its own right, has a downside
because it means the unemployed are kept out of the
labour market, and those having jobs are not really
secure in their employment.

Historically, South Africa has not been successful in
reducing unemployment sustainably below the 20 per
cent mark. It is, however, possible to deal with the
scourge of unemployment.

Generally, unemployment is severe within Black peo-
ple, and specifically, amongst the women and the
youth who bear the brunt of unemployment. Studies
show that entrepreneurship is high amongst the
young people. For this reason, it’s a rationale choice
to develop policies targeted specifically at this group.
Indeed, current policies are only focussed on ensuring
that the youth finds employment: This is doubtful
when the economy is suffering from perennial low
economic growth. Moreover, the current structure of
the economy provides an absolute limit on the num-
ber of new labour entrants that can be absorbed into
meaningful jobs.

“What is to be done?” It is important to ensure that
any intervention does not burden the government in
terms of the fiscus, whether this is through wage sub-
sidy or tax credits. It is important at this point to be
bold about economic growth, but mainly, focussing on
exploiting new investment opportunities rather than
focus on improved efficiency gains, which lack the ca-
pacity to absorb new entrants at scale.

Mismanagement of the economy as evidenced by cor-
ruption, State Capture and illicit outflows of finance is
aggravating the draining of the economy, while not
helping to strengthen investor confidence. That is
why AZAPO remains convinced that the countless Job
Summits will not address unemployment and poverty
under the poor governance of the ruling party.
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Those behind the sacking of Transnet Chief Executive,
Siyabonga Gama would like the public to believe that
their actions are motivated by a quest to clean the par-
astatal of the rot and corruption that had become en-
demic. It is not that simple.

What the country is witnessing are the dynamics of
factional politics that have come to characterise the
ruling party.

It is an open secret that the ruling party deploys its ca-
dres to key parastatals with a mandate of supporting
the party by giving business to those close to the party.
In turn, those business people would donate hand-
somely to the party in what is called kickbacks. This is
the real source of corruption. These donations are
made in secret. This is why most political parties are

opposed to the legislation that forces parties to declare
their funders. After all, these political parties would
not have the money to hire stadiums and buses to fill
stadiums for their extravagant rallies. They would
have no money to hire some artists to dance semi-
naked in those rallies.

If there is anything to be learned from the Transnet
saga, it is that the process of appointing the board and
the top executive of parastatals should be open and
transparent to the public. Furthermore, those appoint-
ed should be appointed on the basis of their qualifica-
tions and not party loyalties.

When public assets such as Transnet and SAA are poor-
ly managed, this empowers right-wing elements who
want to weaken the State. These right-wingers will
then argue that these assets should be privatised be-
cause the State has failed to run them efficiently. What
they fail to acknowledge is that ownership is not the
same as poor management.

AZAPO believes in a strong State. However, the State
should belong to all the people of Azania. Currently,
many skilled Black professionals are being marginal-
ised because they are not members of the ruling party.
Even members of the ruling party who have been iden-
tified as belonging to a “wrong” faction are also being
marginalised. This gate-keeping robs the country of
the best talent that can serve our country and its peo-
ple with excellence.

BANISH MEDIOCRITY AND EMBRACE PROFESSIONALISM IN THE SOCs
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It is hoped that the actions of the Transnet board are
influenced by its desire to rise above party factions
and look for the best brains that can run this asset of
the nation. If they fail, those who argue that Gama is
just a victim of political games in the ruling party
would have been vindicated.

Unfortunately, in the eyes of the world, the ruling par-
ty represents the face and substance of Black govern-
ance. Yet we know that is not true. While their out-
ward appearance seems to be Black, they in fact rep-
resent white interests. They have nothing to do with
Black Power. AZAPO is the organisation that stands
for Black Consciousness and Black Power as articulat-
ed by Steve Biko.

BUDGET SPEECH BLAMES THE POOR
What a tame and neoliberal Medium Term Budget
Speech by the newly-appointed Minister of Finance
Tito Mboweni. It is in fact a Budget Speech that
blames the poor for the ills and mismanagement of
the economy. Small wonder that the markets were
excited at Mboweni’s appointment.

The picture is gloomy. The unemployment rate is at
an all-time high of 37.2%. The recent short fall in tax
revenue of R50 billion resulted in the poor people
having been targeted to bleed for that loss by a VAT
increase of 1% from 14% to 15%. Yet that shortfall
had everything to do with corruption, State Capture
and the deliberate and corrupt incapacitation of the
South African Revenue Services (SARS). This was
done through the ruling party’s facility called ‘cadre
deployment”, which ensures that the strategic institu-

tions are run by ruling party apparatchiks who would
take direct instructions from Luthuli House.

Notwithstanding the tax increases announced in Feb-
ruary, the projections of revenue growth have been
revised down by R27.4 billion in 2018/19, R24.7 bil-
lion in 2019/20 and R33 billion in 2020/21 to the
2018 Budget. It is difficult to understand where and
how the government hopes to raise money in the
form of taxes that were announced in February when
at the same time the Minister of Finance is saying that
tax collection will be decreasing in the next three fi-
nancial years to come. Our experience has shown
that it is the working people who are taxed more than
the companies.

That downward revision also affects the economy
that was predicted to grow by 1.5% in February, yet
Treasury now puts the growth prediction at 0.7% in
2018. Yet the National Development Plan (NDP)
dreams of a roadmap to 2030 where the unemploy-
ment will decrease from today’s 37.2% to an unbe-
lievable 6%. That’s an unrealisable dream judging by
the mismanagement of the economy by the ruling
party within the Quarter of a Century they have been
in charge.

Consider that the debt is projected to stabilise at
59.6% of GDP in 2023/24, while the currency depre-
ciation accounts for about 70% of the upward revi-
sion to gross loan debt in 2018. Meanwhile, the con-
solidated budget deficit is estimated at 4% in
2018/19, compared with the 2018 budget projection
of 3.6% of GDP.
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Mboweni did not mince his words about poorly run
and mismanaged State-Owned Companies (SOCs) by
the apparatchiks of the ruling party. This is where
major corruption takes place. Said he: “While some
state-owned companies receive funding in the cur-
rent year, their poor position could burden the public
finances over the medium term. In recent months,
deteriorating economic performance and revenue
shortfalls have contributed to some spillages in fiscal
projections”. Yet Mboweni will still burden the fiscus
with massive bailouts to the poorly run SOCs.

In Mboweni’s words, “SAA has a R19.1 billion govern-
ment guarantee, R14.5 billion of which has been used.
Debt of R14.2 billion is maturing in or before March
2019. In 2018/19, government is allocating R5 bil-
lion to help the airline repay this debt. In general,
SAA is not generating sufficient cash to repay its total
debt and will have to negotiate with lenders to re-
finance or extend maturity dates”. The almost cap-
tured SARS will also receive R1.4 billion over the next
3 years to help it with efficiencies. The government
cannot continue to be perpetually throwing the tax-
payer’s money into a leaking hole. The SOCs have to
be restructured, and their mandate redefined.

AZAPO is shocked by the silence of the Budget State-
ment at the illicit financial flows. The 2017 Report of
the Global Financial Integrity puts South Africa’s fi-
nancial loss at R1.5 trillion from 2003 to 2012. That
figure represented an estimated 14% of total trade.
While SARS have been deliberately emasculated by
the ruling party’s deployees, we know that there has
been no political will nor initiative by the Financial
Intelligence Centre (FIC), Hawks and the NPA to fol-

low these illicit money flows and bring the perpetra-
tors to book.

Instead of strong criminal investigations, the govern-
ment will rely more on Commissions of Enquiry when
it comes to white collar crimes. Not surprisingly, the
Commissions of Enquiry into tax administration and
state capture will receive a combined R409 million.

Before delivering his Budget Statement, Mboweni
kept shouting about a Public Service Wage Bill and
head count that stood at about 80% of the budget.
We now know that was wrong. The Wage Bill ac-
counts for 35% of government expenditure. Though
it would be tragic, but it would not be unexpected of
the ruling party to always target Black workers and
the poor when belt-tightening measures have to be
implemented.
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WHITE RACISM REMAINS IN CHARGE 
IN SOUTH AFRICA

The gruesome murder of a 16-year-old boy by 2 white
men in Coligny in North West serves to remind all of
us that it is not yet uhuru; and that apartheid is refus-
ing to die.

Last week Philip Schutte and Pieter Doorewaard were
found guilty of murdering Matlhomola Moshoeu by
the North West High Court. The two white farmers
murdered Matlhomola by pushing him off a moving
bakkie after they had accused him of stealing sunflow-
ers.

That there is racism and apartheid in this country, is
alive and well documented. But the fact that racists
such as Schutte and Doorewaard can be so brazen and
brave as to commit the kind of brutality that they met-
ed out on the teenage boy is testament to the fact that
despite the dawn of democracy on 27 April 1994, the
white power structure that supported racists is still
firmly in place.

Matlhomola was part of the poor, the landless, the
property-less majority who have the vote but without
any economic power. The convicts are part of the rich
white tribe that illegally owns the land and the wealth
of Azania. Because of their position of privilege, they
believe that Matlhomola is less than human, and can
therefore be disposed of simply because he was found
with some sunflowers from a white-occupied farm.

That the court has found the two men guilty of murder
is a good start. However, the real struggle should be
the economic empowerment of the Black majority so
that their lives have meaning. The restoration of the
dignity of Black people is a function of their economic
status in society. The current power relations be-
tween white people and Black people are uneven. De-
spite the government apparently assumed predomi-
nantly by Black politicians, whites know that they are
still in charge. In that little North West town,
Matlhomola’s father cannot get employment. The fa-
ther told a radio station that the murder of his son has
created more hardships for him and his family. He
said when he approached other white farmers and
other white business people for employment, they
openly told him that he could not be employed be-
cause he was behind the arrest and conviction of their
white colleagues.

The challenge for those who want to end racism is to
double efforts to give land to the Black majority so
that they can live off the land, and not rely on the be-
nevolence of white racists. Black people have to do a
little more than relying on land hearings for the Re-
possession of the Land. Land reconquest can never be
executed through land hearings.
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Real freedom is not just access to a right to vote, or to
elect a government of your choice. It is not just the
right to free political association and assembly. It is
not just the right to strike, or the right to protest. It is
not just the right to choose religion. These are im-
portant rights in a democracy, but the ultimate test of
freedom is the ability to feed yourself.

When you have the capacity to feed yourself, you are
free. You bow to nobody. If you are unable to feed
yourself, the one who supplies you with food is your
master. It is that simple.

This basic understanding of what it is to be free is rele-
vant in the aftermath of the Investment Summit con-
vened by the government in the country’s financial
capital, Sandton, last week. At the summit, captains of
industry had converged and made pledges to invest
billions of Rands into the domestic economy. The big-

gest achievement of the Summit was a promise for
jobs. There is no doubt that the high unemployment is
a huge problem for the country; and it requires urgent
attention.

But a closer look at the Investment Summit exposes
some unpalatable truths. We, the Black people of the
semi-colonized Azania, own very little of the wealth of
our country. The problem is even more serious be-
cause a lot of wealth in this country belongs to multi-
national corporations. These international companies
have the economic muscle to throttle us if as a country
we do not toe the line to imperialism.

We do not have to look far to appreciate this reality.
The economic stagnation and ruin experienced in Zim-
babwe is testimony to this. The Zimbabwean govern-
ment of President Robert Mugabe’s unpardonable sin
was his program to give the indigenous Zimbabweans
land. Even today, the country has not recovered from
sanctions and flight of capital because of that land re-
form program.

Flowing from the Investment Summit, we have a choice
in this country. We either remain happy and well-fed
as a chained domesticated dog; or become a free, lean
wild dog which has to fend for itself. Our focus and em-
phasis on jobs, and paying little attention to the repos-
session of wealth, and on who owns our minerals, our
land, the productive assets of the economy shows that
we have chosen the option of a chained dog that is loy-
al to the master in exchange for some bones.

SUBSTANTIVE FREEDOM LIES IN FOOD SECURITY AND SOVEREIGNTY
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The other option of the quest of real freedom, of tak-
ing our land and its minerals so that we can produce
enough to feed ourselves and trade with the rest of
the world is tough. It is understandable why many of
us laud the Investment Summit as a huge success.
This is because the Summit produced a promise for
bones – jobs.

Is it not so long ago that we increasingly experienced
what others called ‘an investment boycott’ by these
multi-national corporations aided and abetted by lo-
cal captains of industry? Therefore, the take out from
this Investment Summit is the confirmation of that
old adage: whoever pays the piper calls the tune.

RIGHT-WING TAKE-OVER IN BRAZIL

Brazil, the land of soccer great Edson Arantes do Nas-
cimento, popularly known as Pele, has a new presi-
dent. Ultra-right politician Jair Bolsonaro won 55% of
the vote against 44% for left-wing Workers’ Party
candidate Fernando Haddad.

Bolsonaro will take office in January next year, replac-
ing Temer Lulia who took office in 2016 following the
impeachment and removal of Dilma Rousseff.
Rousseff was removed from office after she was found
guilty of manipulating the budget in order to conceal
the country’s mounting economic woes. Her removal
marked the end of 13 years of governing by the Work-
ers’ Party. During the 13 years of the Workers’ Party
rule, the Brazilian economy performed well, lifting
millions from poverty into the middle class. From
2000 to 2012, Brazil’s GDP was growing at an average
of 5%, becoming the 6th largest economy in the world.

But corruption by some senior politicians of the rul-
ing party, including bribery conviction of former
President Lula da Silva, saw the party of the people
fall from grace.

When the economy was no longer booming, the peo-
ple lost faith in the Workers’ Party and voted for Bol-
sonaro. Bolsonaro can be described as the Donald
Trump of Brazil.

What can a socialist party such as AZAPO learn from
the rise of the right-winger Bolsonaro in Brazil? A lot.
Firstly, the simple fact that corruption can cause a
party to lose elections. Secondly, when the economy
is not performing, voters switch loyalties quickly. In
their switch of loyalties, they can follow a leader who
is xenophobic and even racist, if they think that his
promises will deliver their daily bread. Sadly, we also
note with disappointment developments in Venezue-
la, another country within the southern hemisphere,
where the economy is in freefall.

Does the outcome of the Brazilian election have any
bearing on South Africa, a member of the BRICS? Yes
and no. Yes, because Bolsonaro, just like Trump, be-
lieves that his job is to put the interests of Brazil first,
and basically ignore everybody else. BRICS projects
may no longer be a priority. No, because what coun-
tries’ leaders say during state visits is fundamentally
different from what they do in practice. In reality, a
country can assist another only if the assistance is in
harmony with assisting a country’s interests. It is
normal for any country to put its interests as para-
mount.
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SABC TO AXE WORKERS

This past Tuesday the Quarterly Labour Survey con-
firmed what we all know that the economy is mis-
managed by the ruling party. The unemployment rate
increased by 0.1 percentage point to 37.3% in the 3rd

quarter. It is only a lousy 16.4 million people that are
employed! We also learnt this week that the popula-
tion estimates are now 57.6m according to StatsSA.

Yet the SABC tells us it is sitting with a bloated wage
bill it needs to cut. That should make the newly ap-
pointed Finance Minister Mboweni smile. Not so long
ago, he delivered his Medium Term Budget Statement
where he shouted at the top of his voice about the
need to trim the public service wage bill. In simple
language, the wage bill trimming means retrench-
ment of workers. So the ruling party hopes to solve
unemployment, inequality and poverty by retrench-
ments. Absurd. Isn’t it?

While AZAPO and the right-thinking people talk about
the need to create more jobs, the ruling party is out to
retrench more Black workers to add to the almost
40% unemployment rate. Are we not being taken for
granted as the cannon fodder, such as the recent 15%
VAT, that will be used to address the rot and corrup-
tion that the ruling party allowed and encouraged?

For those who are quick to forget, let us remind them
that the SABC and other Sate Owned Enterprises are
in the present mess because of the corrupt interfer-
ence and mismanagement by the ruling party. The
ruling party has always sought to control the SABC to
ensure that it gets a lion’s share and decorated media
coverage and perpetuate the lie that it brought free-

dom to Black people. Turning the SABC into the state
broadcaster goes back to the era of the white minori-
ty regime.

The ruling party never fails to boast about how it in-
herited the apartheid legacy. Indeed, it also inherited
the undemocratic and unconstitutional practice of
seeking to control the SABC. That zombification of
the SABC on behalf of the ruling party was carried out
by ruthless executives such as Snuki Zikalala and Dali
Mpofu. There were always amenable cabinet Minis-
ters like Faith Muthambi appointed to worsen the
zombification. Hlaudi Motsoeneng is second to no
one in doing his worst in the mandated destruction of
the SABC. That destruction was ironically guarantee-
ing the ruling party a longer lease of political life as its
content was the unfortunate misinformation and dis-
information of the Azanian masses and the electorate.

Part of that destruction included what seemed to be a
progressive move by Motsoeneng imposing 90% on-
air local music content on SABC radio stations. A
good idea was opportunistically implemented to buy
favour from the Black artists and the public for Mot-
soeneng and the ruling party. It backfired with SABC
losing about R300 million advertising revenue.

Motsoeneng was so useful to the ruling party’s con-
solidation of power that it folded its arms and closed
its eyes and ears as the SABC paid a staggering R22
million for his legal battles. And now the SABC stands
to retrench 981 permanent workers. The public
broadcaster has also indicated that it will cut to half
the number of the freelancers it uses from 2400 to
1200. The SABC says this retrenchment will save
R400 million annually.

According to rampant capitalism, which has been in-
herited and implemented by the ruling party, labour
is classified as a commodity cost or “human capital”.
We all know the basic tension between costs and
profits. When costs increase, profits decrease. In that
capitalist mindset, labour becomes the first casualty
when profits are not flying. Naturally the SABC man-
agement will be going through the procedural en-
gagements with trade union representatives and it is
hoped that tough and uncomfortable questions will
need to be addressed and resolved.
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DITIRELO TŠA MASEPALA WA POLO-
KWANE TŠA GO FOKOLAŠ

Sets haba sa go wela ka fase ga Masepala wa Polo-
kwane di nelwa ke pula ya matlorotloro morago ga go
lemoga gore ditefelo ts a bona gase ts a maleba. Seo se
bonagets e morago ga gore mokgahlo wa go bits wa
Seshego, Polokwane and Neighboring Concerned
Community o lemos e sets haba ka bothata bjo.

Moetapele wa mokgahlo Mr. Marothi Joseph Letsoalo
le maloko a mokgahlo a bonts hits e seo ka dits hupets
o go masepala le go neela lengwalo la dinyakwa le
din- yonyorego ts a setshaba go boetapele bja
masepala wa Polokwane ka la 14 June 2018

Masepala o ile wa tshepis a go tsinkela dingongorego le
dinyakwa ts e gomme ba tshepis a go kopana gape le
mokgatlo yo wa setshaba. Ka nnete masepala o ile wa
dumela gore ba na le bothata ka system ya bona yago
bits wa Samras Billing. Kopano ya Masepala le
Mokgahlo e ile ya fegwa gomme Masepala wa kgopela
go is a dingongorego go kopano ya Council yeo e
swerego ka la di 28 July 2018.

Kopanong ya Masepala le council goile gwa ts ewa 
dephetho tse latelago:

• ka lebaka la yona system ye ya go se s ome botse,
go tla phumulelwa batho ba dikobo di magetleng
dikoloto ka moka,

• go bulela batho ba dikobo di magetleng ditirelo
ts eo dibego di fegilwe,

• go fedis wa ga go fega ditirelo ts a batho ba dikobo
di magetleng,

• go fokots a percent ya go boeletsa(reconnection)
ge ditirelo di fegilwe go tloga go 50% go ya go
20% le

• go fedis wa ga system ye ya go bits wa Samras Fi-
nancial system yeo e hlodilego mathata.

Mokgahlo yo wa a badudi o rata gore ka ge system ye
ya Samras Billing amile batho ka moka, e seke ya ba
batho ba dikobo di magetleng fela bao ba phumulelago
dikoloto fela. Setshaba sa Polokwane ka moka se swa-
netse go phumulelwa dikoloto tsa bona.

Seshego, Polokwane and Neighboring Concerned
Community e kgopets e gore masepala o lebelele
kgopelo ye ya bona gabotse kudu ge ba lebelela
morago gore naa yona system ye e thomile go gobats a
sets haba ka dipotleng go tloga neng. Sephetho sa
sets haba ke gore ba nyaka go bona maloko ka moka a
sets haba a phumulelwa mekitlana ya bona.

Se sengwe sa go makats a ke gore ts e dingwe ts a dite-
felo tseo di phumuletswego batho ba dikobo di
magetleng bowa gape bathing gomme di tlais a
sets habo.

Kgopelo Seshego Polokwane and Neighboring Con-
cerned Community ke gore masepala a o lokis e mana-
neo a bona a ditirelo gomme ba fe sets haba ditirelo
ts eo di lokilego.

Goya ka Customer Care policy ya 2017/2018 yeo e
bilego sephetho sa council ka 29 May 2017, mo go mo-
lao wa Batho Pele Principle o bontsha gore ge
masepala o direts e setshaba phos o o swanets e go e
lokisa ka pela pela.

4
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Last Friday the ruling party led a march to the Union
Buildings, the seat of power in the capital city, to pro-
test against the ruling party’s policy of e-Tolls. The
ANC as the ruling party was marching against the ANC-
led government. In essence, the ANC was marching
against itself.

Strange? Not at all. It was not for the first time that the
ANC was marching against itself. A few years ago, So-
weto residents organised a march against ESKOM to
protest against high electricity costs and the proposed
pre-paid meter system. It was a hugely popular protest
action by the residents of Soweto, the majority of
whom were affected by the electricity issue.

The ANC, as an organisation, not only joined the march
but they led it. The march was led by high ranking pol-
iticians who served in the Gauteng provincial govern-

ment. The irony of the ANC leading a march against a
state entity run by the ANC-led government seems to
have escaped them.

There is more. When Nigerian Pastor Tim Omotoso
was appearing in court in connection with multiple
cases of rape, a Cabinet Minister was captured on tele-
vision saying that the pastor should be released; and
that the people would deal with him. In other words,
the Minister was calling for mob justice.

The established trend is that the ANC is extremely good
in managing the anger of the people. They know that e
-Tolls are extremely unpopular in Gauteng. In fact, sen-
timents around e-Tolls can be the deciding factor on
who governs Gauteng. David Makhura wants to retain
his position as Premier, and he is not going to toe the
party line, at national level, on e-Tolls.

The public shows of disapproval of e-Tolls were meant
to fool the voters in Gauteng that the ANC was opposed
to the system of e-Tolls. Of course, this is a mere public
relations exercise. When it is convenient, voters are
told that there is only one centre of power, and it rests
in Luthuli House. We are told that those serving in cab-
inet and in various positions in government do so to
carry out a mandate of the ruling party. That is why
when the government implements a popular policy
such as the construction of low cost houses and the
provision of social grants, the ANC claims these victo-
ries as its own, arguing that the voters should continue
to vote for the ANC because of these programs.

ANC SUFFERING FROM SCHIZOPHRENIA
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If this argument was to be followed logically, the ANC
should own the e-Tolls system. If the party has had a
change of mind, they should pass legislation that ena-
bles the government to get rid of the e-Tolls. They
have the power to do so. It is that simple.

Our people should refuse to be fooled.

GAUTRAIN IS NOT EUROTRAIN

There does not seem to be a place left for black peo-
ple in Azania – the country of their forebears. Land
dispossession was total. It involved culture, language,
politics, economy, wealth, religion, development, etc.
For a Black person to be acceptable and tolerated in
South Africa, she must speak a foreign language in a
foreign accent. She has to dress in foreign clothes and
adopt a foreign culture and religion.

Black artist Thando Mahlangu (34) was humiliated
and ill-treated for embracing his Blackness and Afri-
kanness. For refusing to be a “foreigner” in Azania,
Mahlangu was rudely kicked out of the Gautrain last
week. The Gautrain authorities felt Mahlangu was
dressed “inappropriately” in his indigenous isiNdebe-
le clothing to be on board Gautrain. It goes without
saying that they felt Mahlangu would make white
people and westernised blacks uncomfortable. Ap-
parently, this lot would be traumatised at having a
culturally authentic Black person in their Eurocentric
journey. He had to be thrown out to assure the white
tribe and their bootlickers that real Black people
were prohibited from Gautrain.

They did not care that Mahlangu had appointments
that required to be honoured. Because he had no tai-
lored suit and a tie on, they concluded that he was
just wandering up and about with nothing to do.

There is no place for Azanians in Azania; and no re-
spect for Afrikans in Afrika. Black people are not ex-
pected to be seen at the airports, except in their stere-
otyped role as labourers. As and when they come as
passengers, they have to conform to western values.
Black pilots are few and far between such that they
are not yet visible. We wonder what complaints will
come by as and when they become visible. Black peo-

ple are expected to be in the taxis. Because the taxi
industry is a Black business, its subsidisation and reg-
ulation remain elusive for the State.

You should be curious to know what happened to
Mahlangu who was thrown out of Gautrain for daring
to remain Black in a whitewashed South Africa. Gaut-
eng Transport MEC Ismail Vadi has stepped in result-
ing on Bombela Concession Company to do some
damage control by apologising to Mahlangu. Said Va-
di in a rainbowist tone, “Our country’s cultural and
religious diversity should be embraced”. What Vadi is
saying is that Afrikan culture should be tolerated and
accommodated within the South African rainbowism.
That is exactly what disgusts AZAPO. Azania is a
country of Black people. Afrika is a continent of Black
people. Black people and their culture should never
be tolerated and accommodated in Afrika’s Azania.
Afrikan culture and way of life should be the main-
stream, which may tolerate and accommodate other
cultural streams.

Meanwhile, Bombela Concession Company marketing
and communication executive Kesagee Nayager said
they tried to engage Mahlangu “but he refused to
speak in English”. Western arrogance. Mahlangu is
barred from boarding Gautrain because of his em-
bracing of his Blackness. Now they say they are
struggling to engage him because he would not speak
in English. Could not this company find somebody
who could engage Mahlangu in isiNdebele? They hu-
miliate him in English, and still demand to apologise
in English.

AZAPO has consistently warned Black people not to
be excited about rainbowism in Azania because the
colour Black is absent from a rainbow. If you wanted
to see the “true colour” of a rainbow, put it through a
glass prism. All the colours of that South African rain-
bow will become white.
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CABINET MINISTERS LYING UNDER OATH

The ruling party seems to believe and honour the re-
actionary concept that “politics is a dirty game”. We
have seen how, during the tenure of the ruling party,
politics has come to be associated with corruption
and the ruthless killing of opponents even when they
are of the same ruling party. These corrupt wars and
wrestling for power is fought in the public space, in-
cluding the media. The State institutions are even
used to spy on factional opponents in the same ruling
party.

That is not how AZAPO understands and engage in
politics. To us, politics is associated with the revolu-
tion. Revolutionary politics is not a game, let alone a
dirty one. The word “politics” is derived from the
Greek “politika”, which means “affairs of the city”. In
our time, “politics’ would refer to the governance of
the affairs of a polity or country. That governance
would involve power and authority as they relate to
decision-making in areas of politics, economics, trade
and commerce, education and culture. To AZAPO,
politics is about the revolution to repossess the land.
It is about the repossession of the instruments of cre-
ating wealth and the wealth created for the purposes
of redistribution to the Azanians. It is about liberat-
ing the Azanian people from all forms of colonialism
and the restoration of their dignity through national
Self-Determination.

In the “dirty game” of the ruling party there are char-
acters who loot the State coffers. These “dirty game”
characters are collaborating with the foreign inter-

ests of either European or Indian origin to empty de-
mocracy of all meaning freedom content. At least two
Cabinet Ministers, who are members of the ruling
party, have been caught lying under oath in courts of
law. The lying under oath arose under corrupt cir-
cumstances. We all know that lying under oath is a
punishable crime of perjury. Under normal circum-
stances, these Ministers should have resigned. They
have arrogantly said they would not resign. That is
the extent to which both the ruling party and its poli-
ticians undermine the people of Azania.

If those lying Ministers refused to resign, the Presi-
dent of the country should have fired them. That has
not happened at the time of writing. These Ministers
seem to be blackmailing the President by suggesting
that “he should cast the first stone if he has not
sinned”.

Whether or not the lying Ministers did resign, or the
President fired them, the National Prosecuting Au-
thority (NPA) should have considered charging the
two Ministers for the crime of perjury. There is yet
no sign that the NPA has appetite for hauling these
Ministers over coals. This is the narrative of “politics
as a dirty game”.

Plato could not have been wrong when he said “One
of the penalties for refusing to participate in politics
is that you end up being governed by your inferiors”.
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MAKE YOUR VOTE COUNT

In just over 6 months, the country will hold National
and Provincial Elections. Voters have been so fre-
quently abused over the past 24 years that some may
be discouraged from voting. They ask the logical
questions: what is the purpose of the vote?

Throughout the country, people are engaged in one
form of protest or the other. The community rebel-
lions may vary in size, but there are common de-
mands. People want jobs, land, houses, better services
such as water, electricity and roads. At various
spheres of government, political parties make promis-
es to deliver these demands to the electorate, but of-
ten fail partly due to corruption, lack of skilled person-
nel and mismanagement of resources.

A cynical voter would be right to pose the question:
“Given that all political parties essentially promise the
same things and generally fail to deliver on all of them,
why should I vote for AZAPO?” What can AZAPO offer
that all other political parties cannot offer? We have
an answer to this question - Black Consciousness (BC).

BC is a tool for mental liberation. When someone is
mentally liberated, she refuses to be treated as a sec-
ond-class citizen without rights that are accorded to
other citizens. She rejects the myth that whites are
superior and that Black people, by virtue of their pig-
mentation, are inferior to whites.

white superiority, she will ask the right questions.
Why is it that only white people have land, and Black
people do not have land? Why is it that whites have
wealth, and the vast majority of Black people are
poor? Why is it that whites live in decent houses and
have access to services such as water and electricity
and Black people occupy the ghettoes exclusively?

BC will also infuse a sense of self-love in the Black per-
son. In addition to wanting to correct the landlessness
of Black people, the uneven wealth distribution and
the high levels of poverty in the Black communities,
the mentally liberated Black person will locate the res-
olution of these problems in the power of Black peo-
ple. In other words, the Black people would have to
be their own liberators.

Conscious Black people have pride in what they do. If
they are teachers, they excel in teaching. If they are in
the medical profession, they excel in the field. Con-
scious Black people love other Black people and would
not do things that will arrest the development of Black
people in general. Conscious Black people abhor cor-
ruption and poor management, as these do not ad-
vance the interests of Black people.

Conscious Black people stand on their feet and do not
live as beggars of white favours. Conscious Black peo-
ple work hard and are in charge of their own destiny.
Conscious Black people are accountable, and they also
hold leaders accountable.

This is what AZAPO offers – Conscious Black people.

As soon as the Black person has exploded the myth of
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STRENGTHEN LAW ENFORCEMENT IN OUR COMMUNITIES
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Vho Sondaha Sikhipha is lucky to be alive. The community
leader of Khubvi, about 20km outside Thohoyandou was bru-
tally beaten, doused with petrol and was about to be set
alight when police rescued him from a crowd of angry local
residents.

The residents were accusing Sikhipha of being responsible for
the disappearance of a 3-year-old toddler. In a radio inter-
view, Sikhipha said he was part of a community delegation
that visited a sangoma who was to expose those who were
behind the disappearance of the 3-year-old. He said he was
puzzled by the residents who turned on him because his
name was not mentioned by the sangoma. Residents suspect
that the toddler has been murdered and mutilated to make
muthi.

There are a few lessons to be drawn from the Khubvi saga.
The obvious one is that the community has lost confidence in
the ability of the law enforcement agencies to uphold the
law. When a child goes missing, and the community suspect
foul play, they should report the matter to the police.

The fact that the community feels compelled to play the role
of the police is proof that they have no confidence in the po-
lice.

The police can only restore public confidence in the system if
they act swiftly to solve reported crimes. It is not good
enough for the police to plead with the public, saying “people
should not take the law into their own hands.” There are
several cases of alleged muthi murders that remain unsolved
in Limpopo. The government is appearing to be unable to
ensure that law-abiding residents are protected.

Early this week, Limpopo premier Stan Mathabatha expressed
“concern” at the reported cases of armed robbery on the N1
highway, which resulted in a multiple accident that caused
the deaths of several people. Thugs, armed to the teeth, are
forcing motorists to stop on the N1, with a clear intention of
robbing them. And all the most senior politician in the prov-
ince can say is that he is “concerned”?

The state should carry its function of enforcing the law. Oth-
erwise, our country will degenerate into anarchy, where peo-
ple such as Sikhipha are victims of jungle injustice.

Limpopo Mirror 16 November 2018
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LET THE PEOPLE ELECT THE PRESIDENT

In several of its past Election Manifestos, AZAPO has consist-
ently called for the direct election of the President by the
people. Even though some Presidents commit the mistake or
ignorance of claiming that they were elected by the people,
the constitutional fact is that they were never elected by the
people.

The way it works in South Africa is that the people elect their
400 public representatives, who in turn elect a President
among themselves in their first sitting in Parliament. In that
regard, the President in South Africa is indirectly elected. In
other words, South Africa does not use a Presidential System
as does Zimbabwe, Uganda, Brazil or the US. Of course, a
person so elected resigns from Parliament and assume their
duties as Head of State and government.

In the present Proportional Representation and Party List sys-
tem, the status quo is such that the majority political party
practically “elects” the President in that it has the numbers to
ensure that its choice prevails. This also means that the ma-
jority party can choose to defend or “fire” the President they
“elected”. That is exactly what happened with Thabo Mbeki.
The ruling party conveniently forgot that Mbeki was the Presi-
dent of the country. When its factional interests conspired
that Mbeki was no longer relevant, the ruling party was able
to stage a smart coup d’état that, in a sense, undermined the
Constitution. The country was helpless. It just watched as its
President became a victim of the factional battles of the ruling
party. Jacob Zuma, who was the beneficiary of the factional
battles, soon became the victim of the same ANC’s factional
battles.

That can hardly be good for a stable democracy. But AZAPO’s
main thrust is in the need for the people to have a direct
choice in electing the President. In the present system, the
electorate vote for a particular political party on the basis of a
Party List. The voters are therefore not voting for the election
of a President. AZAPO insists that the people must be given
that express choice of electing their President, who will ulti-
mately be directly accountable to them over and above the
other authorities. Equally, and by extension, the people must
have the right to directly vote in their mayors as that is the
seat of government with which people deal directly.

In the present Constitutional dispensation, and subject to the
Constitutional processes, a President who is technically
“elected” by the majority political party enjoys a scary over-
concentration of powers. She appoints and fires Cabinet
members as she pleases. She appoints the Premiers. She
appoints the judges. She appoints the National Director of
Prosecutions and the Public Protector. She appoints the
Commissions. Evidence flowing from the Zondo Commission
tells us that this “majority party President” has the powers to
influence the appointment of the Chairpersons of Boards and
CEOs of the State-Owned Enterprises (SOEs). We also know
that she has the power to influence the appointments of Di-
rectors-General of governments departments. She also has
the power to influence the appointment of the Vice Chancel-
lors of universities.

It will be difficult for any person of sound mind to disagree
that such direct and indirect over-concentration of power in
one person is a recipe for governance disaster. We may add
that this “majority party President” also has the powers to
influence the election of the leaders of her party’s provincial
leaders, and so forth.

AZAPO calls for the direct election of the President and the
overhaul of the over-concentration of powers in the Presi-
dent.
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WE REMEMBER TIRO

As the Zondo Commission is progressing, we learn every day
about how the ruling party has turned South Africa into a
Mafia State. The Commission is helping the citizens under-
stand the schemes and methods used by the ruling party and
its leaders in Capturing the State whose negative results
have, so to speak, plunged Black people 100 years back into
poverty, inequality and under-development. As the ruling
party politicians are sinking one another deeper into their
corruption mud at the Commission, the public is enjoying the
benefit of knowing the extent to which the ruling party is
ruining Azania.

While the ruling party politicians are urinating and relieving
themselves on the sacrifices and contributions of the Azanian
Martyrs, we remember that Ramothibi Onkgopotse Abram
Tiro would have turned 73 on 9 November. We remember
the one who warned and armed the Azanian Revolutionaries
that there was “no struggle without casualties”. His assassi-
nation by the white settler colonial regime in Botswana on 1
February 1974 became a tragic fulfilment of his own
“prophesy”. He became a casualty of the Azanian Revolution.

When you look around today and see how to make nonsense
of the spilling of the blood and the loss of lives of the Azanian
Revolutionaries, you need to listen to BC Stalwart Prof Ran-
wedzi Nengwekhulu and hear how the Black Consciousness
Liberation Warriors lived in exile. Listen to Cde Nengwekhulu
talking about the life they lived with Tiro in exile:

“We looked at alternatives that could be used to kill us. One
of them that we considered was the issue of being run down
by the cars while walking on the streets. We then devised a
lot of strategies; one of them was that when we walk in the
street and see a car coming towards us, we should protect
ourselves by walking parallel to the electric pole. We never
thought that someone could be killed by a letter bomb or a
parcel bomb because it was not a common thing”.

Today the politicians who are playing a surfing game on the
blood of Tiro and all the Azanian Martyrs do not walk on
pavements and avoiding cars. If they are not flying to Dubai,
they are being chauffeured around in luxury German sedans
oblivious to them that Black militants had to die for them to
taste that life. Let Comrade Nengwekhulu remind the cor-
rupt politicians how an Azanian leader died for them to swim
in their riches and stinking luxury:

“A man called Mr Erickson received a parcel from the Post
Office and realised it was not his; he then told the messenger
that it is going to someone called Mr Tiro. The parcel which
contained a bomb that killed Tiro on February 1, 1974, was
taken back to the Post Office and transferred to Joseph Col-
lege, in Kgale where Tiro was staying. According to the report
from the School, a learner was sent to deliver the parcel to
Tiro. Certainly Tiro didn’t open it immediately because this
young girl would have died. I think he opened it immediately
after the girl had returned to the classroom because upon her
arrival, they heard an explosion. The bomb killed him by rip-
ping part of his stomach, his hands were never found”.

In 1998 the Tiro family and AZAPO exhumed Tiro’s remains 
and reburied them at his place of birth in Dinokana.

Because Tiro died so that we could live, those of us who are
fortunate to still have their hands, we raise our Black Power
Fist sky-high and salute our Azanian Martyr.
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BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS AND SELF-
RELIANCE

One of the most distinguishing features of Black Conscious-
ness (BC) is the concept of self-reliance. As adherents of BC,
we coined the slogan: “phansi na mabhunu asithandayo!”
Loosely translated, the slogan means - down with the white
settlers who love us.

“This slogan was not inspired by hatred for white people. It
was a message to Black people, saying that we should not
allow white liberals to hijack our struggle for the repossession
of the land, political liberation and economic emancipation.
The slogan was urging Black people to be the masters of their
own destiny. It was alerting us to be careful, and not allow
liberals to (mis)guide us in the struggle against white colonial-
ists. For if we allowed white liberals to lead our struggle, they
will determine the minimum demand of our struggle. They
will also advise us on how we should respond to white racism.
Architects of BC were acutely aware that Black people should
be at the centre of their struggle, and not those whites who
professed to love us more than they loved the benefits that
were reserved for them by the virtue of their skin colour.

But our BC ancestors were accommodative. They advised
those white liberals who were so consumed by the guilt of
white privilege and wanted to participate in the struggle for
Black liberation to focus their energies on their white compat-
riots; preaching to them about the evils of colonialism and
apartheid instead of wanting to lead our struggle for libera-
tion and the repossession of the land.

The infiltration of white liberals into our liberation struggle
proved to be toxic to our collective struggle. They convinced
a component of the liberation movement that the struggle
was in fact not about the repossession of land, but was about
equal rights and anti-Apartheid in character and form. They
even convinced some of our struggle fellows that South Afri-
ca’s colonialism was a “colonialism of a special type”. What a
lie! Colonialism is colonialism.

The lie propagated by the white liberals did not end there. A
narrative was developed that our land ‘belongs to all who live
in it’. The assumption of the leadership role by the liberals is
the reason that the issue of the repossession of land took a
back seat when the future of this country was being discussed
in Kempton Park in the early 1990s. Those talks focused on
everything else, except the one thing that gave rise to the
conflict between the Black land owners and the invading Eu-
ropean settlers who robbed the Black people of their land.

The lie continued. The liberals designed an economic system
that ensured that Black people would depend on whites for
their survival. That is why even today the concept of
“mlungu” is equivalent to “boss”. Mlungu is synonymous for
employer.

Black people will be free when we fully translate the aspira-
tion and spirit of self-reliance into practice. BC is the only
weapon that can make this possible.
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On Tuesday the Constitutional Court upheld the West-
ern Cape High Court ruling, which declared the apart-
heid section 12(1) of the Gatherings Act 205 of 1993 as
unconstitutional because it limits and criminalises
peaceful protests. The High Court overturned the con-
viction of 10 activists found guilty of organising and
holding what was said to be an “illegal protest” in Cape
Town in 2013.

In terms of this counter-revolutionary Gatherings Act,
it was a criminal offence to organise or attend a gather-
ing or protest without an “official permission” and an
“adequate notice” given with regards to such a gather-
ing. The white settler colonial regime was forcing the
Azanian Revolutionaries and activists who sought to
overthrow it to approach it and request for the grant-
ing of a permission for a gathering to pursue the strug-
gle. Any gathering or protest that was not applied for,

and that the regime of the white tribe had not given a 
green light was deemed to be illegal.

Azanians could never ask for permission to wage the
liberation struggle. And so a number of gatherings and
protests were held without any permission. AZAPO
organised and led many of such rebellious protests in
the 1980s against all those that sought to undermine
the Cultural Boycott and Sanctions against the white
racist regime. The tours to South Africa by the O’Jays,
Champion Jack Dupree and others were opposed by
AZAPO through rebellious protests.

The Liberation Movement as a whole detested the per-
mission thing being made a precondition for waging
the liberation struggle. Even with the ideological is-
sues we had with the ANC, AZAPO never expected that
this organisation could want to use the counter-
revolutionary apartheid Gatherings Act against Black
people and their struggles. Not even in our dreams we
could imagine an organisation from the struggle tradi-
tion being so oppressive. It is worse that this draconi-
an law was used against Black people fighting for their
rights in 2013.

How on earth could the ANC-led government oppose in
court the overturning of a racist Act of Parliament!
More so, when the Bill of Rights makes it a fundamen-
tal right for every citizen to “peacefully and unarmed,
to assemble, to demonstrate, to picket and to present
petitions”.

THE CONSTITUTIONAL COURT RESTORES THE RIGHT TO REBEL

4th Floor Investment Building 
97 Commissioner Street
Pop Up Arcade
JOHANNESBURG  
2001
info@azapo.org.za
www.azapo.org.za

VOLUME 1 ISSUE 39 AZAPO WEEKLY ONLINE PUBLICATION

AZAPO Voice Volume 1 163

https://maps.google.com/?q=97%2BCommissioner%2BStreet&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:info@azapo.org.za
http://www.azapo.org.za/


2

You would have thought that the government would
emerge enlightened by the Constitutional Court ruling
in favour of upholding the High Court verdict on the
matter. They are so oppression-prone that the State
attorney Simangele Bedrow voiced the dissatisfaction
and disappointment of the government:

“We’re actually disappointed but we commit to abide
by the court’s decision regarding this matter. It was
not what we were expecting based on the arguments
that we advanced on our behalf”.

AZAPO uses this platform to tell all Azanians that you
do not need a permission to embark on a protest,
demonstration or a picket. Just get out there and do
it.

INTRODUCE QUALITY AND 
DECOLONISED EDUCATION IN 

BLACK COMMUNITIES

When it was clear that they were about to hand over
political office, not power, to the ANC, the National
Party rulers devised a clever strategy to maintain the
control of education by introduction of the Model-C
education system in 1991. The Model-C was the best
of the various models, including Model-A and Model-
B, which the then rulers opted for because they want-
ed to avoid giving power to the government. Until the
adoption of the Model-C system, the Department of
Education had the final say in what happens in
schools.

The white community and their rulers realised that
they could not allow a Black-dominated government
to have authority and power over the education of
their children. They then devised a well-thought out
plan to retain control of their schools through what
they called the Model-C education system.

In terms of this system, the School Governing Bodies
(SGDs) would have control and authority on key is-
sues such as admission policies, school language poli-
cy and even the appointment of staff. The SGBs were
so empowered that they could even decide on the
teacher-pupil ratio. If they so wished, the SGBs could

even appoint additional teachers who were not paid
for by the government. They also decided on school
fees, using this as a barrier to many Black working
class families. In essence, public education was being
privatised.

Because of this system, the new government that took
office in April 1994 was disempowered to instruct the
schools to admit Black pupils or to change the medi-
um of instruction from Afrikaans to English. In fact,
some government politicians who tried to enforce
transformation of these schools, forcing them to ad-
mit Black pupils and instructing them to introduce
English as the medium of instruction, were taken to
court and forced to stop their transformation agenda.

The SGBs developed policies that prescribed that ad-
mission would be open to pupils who lived essentially
within the walking distance to the school. Given that
these schools were located in former whites-only sub-
urbs, the effect was that these schools were opened to
whites only.

With the gradual movement of the Black middle class
into the former whites-only areas, more of these
schools were forced to admit Black pupils, but they
still had the final say on who could be admitted and
who could be rejected. Because these schools were
well funded, they generally had better infrastructure
than schools built for Black children in the townships
and villages. Furthermore, these resourced schools
were in a position to offer quality of teaching. Also,
there were no disruptions of learning through boy-
cotts by learners or strikes by educators.
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As a result of the good quality of teaching and learn-
ing in the Model-C schools, parents, even from those
outside the feeding area of these schools, fought tooth
and nail to ensure that their children were admitted
to these schools. Some would go to the extent of fak-
ing addresses to secure admission because they want-
ed the best education for their children.

Last week, Gauteng Education MEC Panyaza Lesufi
announced that parents would no longer have to fake
addresses to get their children admitted to the former
Model-C schools. He said his department had passed
new regulations that force all schools to admit pupils
regardless of where the pupils reside. “A school in
Sandton cannot turn away a pupil from Alexandra.
And if a learner from Sandton wants to study in Alex-
andra, he would be able to do so,” Lesufi said in a tele-
vised interview.

He went further to say that his government was try-
ing to build a non-racial society and that schools
should be opened to all learners without regard to
race. Fair argument, indeed. Lesufi and his govern-
ment should be encouraged to dismantle the apart-
heid power structure in education. They should be
encouraged that they are undoing the grand apart-
heid plan of keeping our society as separate and une-
qual.

But that is not really where most of his energies
should be directed. He should be worried that Black
people are forcing their children to be educated in a
hostile environment. Many of these Model-C schools

are refuge to unrepentant racists who tell and mis-
educate our children to equate white with excellence
and associate Black with crime and corruption. Little
wonder that some of the Model-C products are aspir-
ant whites who generally hate everything African. As
we force the doors of these traditional racist institu-
tions to open to Black people, we should also step up
campaign to decolonise education in these schools.

But the ultimate victory for a Black-led government
would be to ensure that the quality of education and
learning in the townships and villages is the same as
that which is offered in the former Model-C schools.
And once that is achieved, Black parents will not be
forced to seek education in these hostile environ-
ments. Children would not have to wake up at 4am
only to return home with workers just after 6pm.

THE NEW DOWN OF THE “NEW DAWN”

Everyone was disappointed that President Cyril
Ramaphosa inexplicably misled Parliament in his an-
swering a question by the DA leader Mmusi Maimane.
AZAPO was not disappointed at all, for AZAPO to be
disappointed would mean that we did not expect
Ramaphosa to be tainted in a number of dubious
deals that amount to corruption in the country.
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Lest we forget, Ramaphosa is part of the ruling party’s
many instant millionaires that benefited through par-
ty-biased BEE government policies. He is the same
person who was the Deputy President to Jacob Zuma.
He was in that position of authority when the VBS
looting was taking place, and the ANC-run municipali-
ties broke the law and invested the taxpayers’ money
into the VBS Mutual Bank. And during that time,
Ramaphosa was one of those that blindly defended
Zuma’s corrupt practices. He was there when Zuma
strangely received a so-called loan of R8.5 million
from the VBS. He only dumped Zuma when it was
clear Zuma was a liability to the ANC as was evinced
by the 2016 Local Government elections results; and
when it was clear that he needed to keep a distance
from Zuma for him to stand any chance of realising his
power ambitions.

On 6 November 2018 Ramaphosa answered with con-
vincing confidence that the R500 000 payment by
Bosasa CEO Gavin Watson had nothing to do with him
as it was for the benefit of his son Andile for consul-
tancy services to that company. Appearing to enjoy
himself, he went on how he made sure he got the cor-
rect answer by interrogating his son on this payment.
He went further and boasted to Parliament and the
nation about how he taught his children never to
make business with government. He assured Parlia-
ment and the nation that he would be the first to take
his children to the police if they were on the wrong
side of the law. ANC MPs must have slept with swol-
len hands as a result of non-stop clapping and laugh-
ing in admiration of their leader.

There was Ramaphosa assuring the nation that his
well-considered answer was a result of him sitting his
son down and double checking the consultancy fee
payment. As satisfied as he was that his son was cor-
rect, it took only an hour for his son to contradict his
father and say the Bosasa R500 000 had nothing to do
with him. That put the nation in a difficult position as
it had to decide who was the liar between the father
and the son. It took about 10 days before the father
wrote to Parliament admitting that he was “mistaken”
when he accused his son about the half-a-million-rand
payment. What kind of a mistake could that be? No
ways.

Ramaphosa’s “new deal” story changed to admitting
that the money was paid by the controversial Bosasa
into his trust account towards campaigning for the
position of the ANC President in 2017. He claims he
did not know about that “donation”. It has now sur-
faced that there could be more than “200 persons”
than contributed into that account.

This strengthens AZAPO’s position that political par-
ties should disclose their funders because the voters
and the nation deserve to know in order to make an
informed choice. If such amounts of monies from the
private sector could fill a personal trust account only
for a presidential position of a political party, how
much more money is going to that party, and what for
in return? It also explains why Ramaphosa is still sit-
ting on the passed Political Party Funding Bill, which
he is still not signing into an Act of Parliament. How
can he do that when he is conflicted in this manner?
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On 1-2 December 2018 AZAPO will launch its 2019
Elections Campaign at the Edendale Lay Ecumenical
Centre in Pietermaritzburg.

The Centre has been specially chosen due to the histor-
ical relationship it has with the Black Consciousness
Movement. Some of the BCM historical meetings in-
clude the 1971 presentation by Steve Biko of his Paper
‘Some African Cultural Concepts’ at the IDAMASA Con-
ference, the 8 July 1972 BPC meeting that led to the
launch meeting and the 1973 SASO NEC meeting.

To return to the Centre is part of a political move to
reconnect with the constructive spirituality of the
formative stages of the BCM. This move represents the
recognition that 2018 marks a significant milestone of
the 50th anniversary of the BCM.

The Leadership of AZAPO considered it appropriate to
take the Elections Launch to a location where the
BCM's ancestral spirits could be summoned and be ad-
vised that their Movement remains as potent and vi-
brant as ever despite the challenges of the electoral
politics.

The National Council is held under the theme Black 
Power, Our Weapon for Land and Socialism.

In recent times AZAPO has made commendable strides
in the direction of consolidating and sharpening the
weapon of Black Power for Land Reconquest and the
establishment of an anti-racist socialist republic of
AZANIA

Without any noise, AZAPO has been moving with speed
to launch a number of Branches in the various Provinc-
es. The rural folks, women and young people seem to
be more attracted towards AZAPO. This is an interest-
ing development for AZAPO, because such social
groups are more susceptible to making up their minds
and changing allegiances. In the past, AZAPO used to
appeal a lot more to the educated and urban people.
Historical allegiances have been distorted by the ability
of the ruling party to dish out patronage in terms of
tenders and jobs for those singing its tune.

The National Council will entertain policy discussions
flowing from the Papers that relate to areas like Tactics
& Strategies; Culture, Language & Spirituality; Labour;
Education; Economy; Commerce & Industry; Poverty &
Inequality; Crime; Science, Technology and Innovation.

AZAPO LAUNCHES ITS 2019 ELECTIONS CAMPAIGN

4th Floor Investment Building 
97 Commissioner Street
Pop Up Arcade
JOHANNESBURG  
2001
info@azapo.org.za
www.azapo.org.za
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There have been refreshingly critical debates leading
up to the National Council. All indications are that
there will be no holy cows. Nothing will be taken for
granted. AZAPO will undergo a strategic repositioning
and a corresponding institutional reconstruction. Re-
sistance to change and tensions are inescapable. And
it is not tranquillity, but such tensions that will propel
AZAPO forward.

The area of Tactics & Strategy will seek to grapple
with positioning AZAPO in electoral politics and iden-
tifying new constituencies and alliances for both elec-
toral politics and the intensification of the Azanian
Revolution.

The area that is sure to ruffle feathers is the one that
will investigate if there is a need to re-interpret and
re-articulate the Black Consciousness philosophy in
the 21st Century. Despite the theoretical and ideologi-
cal acceptance that BC is a dynamic philosophy, it is
never easy for the established liberation movements
to conduct a re-introspection to validate themselves.
The tendency is to try and do the impossible of slow-
ing down the time and re-adapting the masses to fit to
the Movement.

AZAPO President Strike Thokoane will lead our
launch for the 2019 Elections. AZAPO has no choice
but to do well.

POLITICIANS TO STOP PLAYING TO 
THE GALLERY

When Amilcar Cabral warned us to “tell no lies, claim
no easy victory”, the revolutionary theorist was
acutely aware of the dangers of populist rhetoric in
the cause of the revolution.

It is tempting, especially in an epoch of bourgeois de-
mocracy, for politicians to play to the public gallery,
essentially saying what they believe the public, and by
extension the voters want to hear.

One instance that this cheap populism can be danger-
ous is when politicians besiege the courts, leading
members of the public to nudge the courts to deny
suspects bail. The call by the politicians to urge the

presiding officers to deny suspects bail may be in har-
mony with the expectation of the public but may not
be in the interest of justice.

It is in this regard that Chief Justice Mogoeng
Mogoeng’s warning to politicians in particular and to
members of the public in general that they should al-
low the judiciary the space to do its work should be
welcomed. Mogoeng went further to state the obvi-
ous. Denying the suspect bail should not be seen as
part of the sentence, which can only be given after the
suspect has been convicted.

In line with our law, which states that suspects should
be presumed innocent until proven guilty, bail can
only be denied to advance justice. In other words, bail
should be denied if it can be shown that the accused is
a flight risk, or if it has been demonstrated that the
accused will interfere with the investigation or intimi-
date witnesses. Otherwise suspects are entitled to
bail. And there is actually very good reasons for that.
Chief among these is the fact that a suspect can be
held in custody for anything from two years to even
five years waiting for trial, only to be acquitted at the
end of the trial.

Politicians, especially those in positions of State pow-
er, should stop playing to the gallery, spewing bile,
“we urge the courts not to grant the accused bail”.
They should rather help educate the people that bail
is not equivalent to an acquittal. It is important to
contribute to the restoration of public confidence in
our judiciary.

AZAPO is a principled organisation that believes in
sticking to the truth, at all times, even at the risk of
losing followers.
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GIVE AZANIA
A MORE HUMAN FACE

Without culture or a value system, human beings can
just behave like other creatures in the animal king-
dom. As Afrikans, one of our cultural heritages is Ub-
untu, a set of value systems that is sadly fast disap-
pearing.

When Dutch settlers led by convicted fraudster Jan
van Riebeeck landed on our shores on 6 April 1652, in
three ships – Reiger, Dromedaris and Goede Hoop,
many of them were very sick. They were vulnerable.
Our forefathers could have annihilated them. But in
an act of kindness, Ubuntu, our forefathers gave them
shelter and food. They also assisted them to settle.
Welcoming strangers comes naturally to Afrikans. It
is who we are. As Afrikans, we share the little we have
with others.

Our forefathers only started fighting with the Dutch
settlers when there was a clash of cultures. The Euro-
pean culture was that of plunder, of land theft and of
subjugating other people.

Our cultural value system explains how we relate to
the most valued asset – land. Afrikans do not own
land as individuals. We have a system of communal
ownership, whereby a community or a tribe own the
land. In fact, we hold the land in trust for our children

and their children.

This is why in areas where Afrikans occupy the land,
they do not have title deeds. They know that it is their
land but there is no piece of paper that confirms own-
ership.

But in a capitalist society, a system that focuses on the
individual, is the embrace of Afrikan culture, of Ub-
untu, a liability? Does our orientation of moving to-
gether and not competing against the other, work
against us as other people accumulate wealth at our
expense?

Currently, corruption has been identified as the big-
gest threat to our democracy. The unbridled pursuit
of money and wealth is at the heart of the rising acts
of corruption as the culture of Ubuntu has been re-
placed by the western-inspired culture of greed that
has its roots in capitalism.

Our historic mission as AZAPO is not just to help ana-
lyse society but to change it. As our founding father,
Bantu Biko stated: “In time, we shall be in a position
to bestow on South Africa the greatest possible gift - a
more human face.”

Is it possible to achieve this when our souls as Black
people have suffered the corrosive effects of capital-
ism that has turned many of us from being agents of
Ubuntu to greedy and selfless chasers of wealth and
money without regard to others?

In addition to being a political movement, AZAPO ap-
preciates the power of culture in shaping the kind of
society we want to build. We do not need to look far.
Our forefathers cared for other people. They had Ub-
untu. We too can use that heritage as an anti-thesis of
this barbaric system of capitalism that focuses on
wealth accumulation and not on the well-being of hu-
mans.

The infinite quest for true humanity is what drives 
AZAPO.
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THE XHOLOBENI JUDGEMENT RETURNS 
POWER TO THE PEOPLE

Last week the North Gauteng High Court ruled in fa-
vour of the Xholobeni community that no mining can
take place without the full and formal consent of the
community with customary connections to that land.

This is a battle that has been running for years. The
people of Xholobeni who belong to the broader
Amadiba community of Umgungundlovu have resisted
the despotic move by the ANC-led government to give
a mining licence in relation to the titanium-rich sands
coastline to an Australian mining company called
Transworld Energy and Mineral Resources (TEM).

Not surprisingly, the ANC-led government joined forc-
es with the foreign company to oppose the April 2018
court application of the Xholobeni community to de-
fend the land and minerals they have historically been
connected to for centuries.

The corrupt politicians and the foreign mining compa-
ny have sought to divide the Xholobeni community by
offering bribes to some community activists. That is
how the local traditional leader, who used to fight on
the side of his people, is said to have turned against
his people and joined the imperialist mining company
and the ANC-led government in this land struggle. He
was reportedly offered an expensive luxury car and
additional benefits to buy him away from his people. It
remains to be revealed just how much the politicians
and their political parties must have benefited in
terms of massive bribes.

Where the community activists rejected the bribes,
intimidation and assassinations have been used to si-
lence the community activists. Fearless Xholobeni
community leader Bazooka Radebe was assassinated
in March 2016 under those circumstances.

Strangely, Mineral Resources Minister Gwede Man-
tashe and the foreign mining company relied on the
Minerals and Petroleum Resources Development Act
of 2002 (MPRDA) to seek to rob the local people of
their mineral resources. The MPRDA empowers the

Minister to grant a mining licence to a mining compa-
ny against the will of the land owner. Under this Act,
the communal land owners of Xholobeni cannot stop
mining on their land. And a real threat exists under
that Act which amounts to them being forcefully re-
moved in the same despotic manner that took place
under the white settler-minority regime.

However, the Xholobeni community relied mainly on
the Interim Protection of Informal Land Rights Act
(IPILRA) of 1996. The Act provides that people with
customary rights to land enjoy "informal rights" to the
extent that they cannot lose their land or its riches
without their consent.

On the contrary, the ANC-led government and the im-
perialist mining company argued that MPRDA super-
sedes IPILRA because the MPRDA strips the land own-
er of the right to refuse mining from taking place.
Judge Annali Basson disagreed and ruled that the Acts
must be read together.

AZAPO salutes the Xholobeni community for standing
up for their rights. This community understands that
the value of their land cannot be equal to money. The
land carries their identity, cultural values and their
entire history. The graves of their forebears are con-
nected to their land. Black people understand the con-
nection of land to African Spirituality.

That is why AZAPO follows the political line that stipu-
lates that the land and everything above and beneath
it shall be owned by the Azanian people through the
State.
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We do not mean to be party-poopers. After all, our ra-
zor-sharp analysis and clarity of thought have in the
past landed us, as AZAPO, in trouble, particularly with
the adherents of the Freedom Charter.

Just to illustrate the point, in 1984, at the height of the
Cultural Boycott of South Africa and heightened calls to
isolate the white settler-colonial regime through eco-
nomic and diplomatic sanctions to bring about the col-
lapse of the racist junta, US senator Edward “Ted” Ken-
nedy visited our country.

AZAPO was not impressed that he was crossing the
picket line. We decided to protest against his visit, es-
sentially urging the international community to contin-
ue its isolation of the regime. Kennedy was a welcome
guest of the United Democratic Front (UDF). The UDF
did not take kindly to our position. Had they sought
clarity, we would have gladly explained the logic of
why we felt the visit was undermining the bigger strug-
gle to isolate the racist South Africa. By and large, the
American administration was against our struggle for
liberation and self-determination. In the eyes of suc-
cessive American administrations, our freedom fight-
ers, including Nelson Mandela who they later anointed
as a saint, were terrorists who could not be allowed to
visit the United States.

The UDF responded to our peaceful protest with so
much violence that they triggered what was later to be
known as UDF-AZAPO feud. Many of our comrades
were burnt alive in the most grotesque manner, which

some referred to as necklacing. One of those murdered
in that brutal fashion was Sipho Mngomezulu. As if
murdering him was not enough, his killers disrupted
his funeral and partially burnt his coffin.

That was just history. This week, the American gov-
ernment announced that they would contribute R16
billion to help South Africa increase its anti-retroviral
program. On the face of it, this appears to be a great
donation that will save lives. Surely, all sensible people
must applaud the Americans, right?

Well, Americans are arch-capitalists. In capitalism,
there is nothing for nothing. They even coined the
phrase, “there is no such thing as free lunch”. So, when
Americans spend such a huge sum of money, what do
they hope to get in return? If this donation was just a
purely innocent gift, would they prescribe how we
should spend it? Can they allow us to spend this mon-
ey to fund free tertiary education? After all, the best
pill to fight HIV is quality education.

FOREIGN DONATIONS CAN KILL SELF-RELIANCE
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No. They want the South African government to
spend this money on ARVs. And who are the domi-
nant players in that market? American companies.
So, in actual fact, they are helping themselves. It is a
domestic investment, not a donation. In reality, it is
much more than that. At its Polokwane conference,
the ANC resolved that the government should estab-
lish a state-owned pharmaceutical company. This
was informed by the fact that we import most of our
medicines from abroad. But if we were to establish a
state-owned company to manufacture all sorts of
medicines that we need, not only will we be saving
money, but we will be creating hundreds of thou-
sands of sustainable jobs.

But if the cost of ARVs is artificially reduced through
the “donation” of the loving US government, the rul-
ing party may no longer actively think about imple-
menting their Polokwane resolution. Well, like we
stated, we do not mean to be party-poopers. This
landed us in trouble in the past.

A NEW NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF 
PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS WALKS IN

This week President Cyril Ramaphosa announced Adv
Shamila Batohi as the new National Director of Public
Prosecutions (NDPP). In a breath of fresh air, Rama-
phosa deviated from the established practice and
opened up the appointment process. There is no
doubt that Adv Batohi is an experienced career prose-
cutor. AZAPO welcomes her appointment cautiously
after the initially impressive Public Protector Adv
Busisiwe Mkhwebane disappointed the public.

Sometimes we get carried away by the new and forget
about how the old became old. The path to appoint a
new NDPP was opened by the citizens and the opposi-
tion parties who took to the courts to stop the capture
of the National Prosecution Authority (NPA) by the
ANC-led government.

In August 2018 Justice Mbuyiseli Madlanga delivered
the Constitutional Court majority judgement that up-
held the removal of NDPP Adv Shaun Abrahams
whose appointment was deemed invalid. Of im-

portance, the judge reminded the citizens that “at the
centre of  any functioning democracy  is a  well-
functioning criminal justice system”. Justice
Madlanga added, “If you subvert the criminal justice
system, you subvert the rule of law and constitutional

democracy itself”.
That strong message was clearly direct to the ruling
party, which had done all in its power to destroy the
crime-busting institutions to protect a number of its
corrupt leaders. The ruling party made sure that its
leaders who were the Heads of State appointed into
the NPA dubious candidates that were going to be
controlled from Luthuli House – the headquarters of
the ruling party. Any NPA leader who sought to be
true to his profession by respecting the Constitution
was removed.

NDPP Adv Vusi Pikoli lost his job in 2007 because he
stood his ground and refused to drop corruption
charges against the then Commissioner of Police
Jacky Selebi. The ruling party went all out to protect
its corrupt leader Selebi from facing the might of the
law. The then Justice Department Adv Menzi Sime-
lane even wrote a letter to Adv Pikoli directing him to
drop the charges against Commissioner Selebi. Presi-
dent Thabo Mbeki suspended Pikoli when it became
clear that Pikoli would not budge. All this was done
by the ruling party to weaken the criminal justice sys-
tem so that its corrupt leaders could be in a free festi-
val of corruption in their bid to loot the state re-
sources.

Contrary to the claims of Mbeki and the ruling party, a
commission headed by Adv Frene Ginwala found
Pikoli to be fit to execute his duties.
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Despite that positive finding in favour of Pikoli, Presi-
dent Kgalema Motlanthe who replaced the fired
Mbeki, went ahead and fired Pikoli who was a thorn
in the flesh of the corrupt leaders of the ruling party.
Why would Motlanthe remove a NDPP who was
found to be fit and professional in the execution of his
duties?

The worse was still to come for the institutions of
criminal justice. The appointment of President Jacob
Zuma dropped the subtlety of Mbeki and Motlanthe
and moved with speed to destroy the crime-busting
institutions like the scorpions, which were at the time
considered to be doing a great job. The stinging Scor-
pions were replaced with the wingless Hawks. All the
appointments were calculated to choose ANC cadres
who were sure to serve the interests of Luthuli House
as against those of the country.

In his capacity as the Acting NDPP, Adv Mokotedi
Mpshe raised eyebrows when he dropped the corrup-
tion charges against Zuma in 2009 before the national
elections with the result that Zuma who was Presi-
dent of the ANC at the time became cleared to stand
and be elected the President of the country.

As one of many leaders of the ruling party facing
charges of corruption, the new President Zuma quick-
ly appointed a controllable Adv Menzi Simelane into
the position of the NDPP. Simelane was important
because he was the one that was expected to block
any process to charge the corrupt leaders of the rul-

ing party. Simelane was the same person who, as the
Justice Department Director General, wrote to NDPP
Pikoli instructing him to drop the corruption charges
against Police Commissioner Selebi. At the Ginwala
Commission, Simelane questioned the principle of the
NDPP’s independence and insisted that NDPP Pikoli
was accountable to him. However, in 2012 another
court process found Zuma’s appointment of Simelane
who had lied under oath during the Ginwala Commis-
sion to be irrational and invalid.

During the same period, leaders of the ruling party
were competing with one another in attacking and
insulting members of the judiciary. Corrupt leaders
of the ruling party were holding political rallies out-
side the courts in a move calculated to intimidate the
judiciary.

With the controllable Simelane kicked out, Zuma had
to quickly find a replacement that would tow the rul-
ing party line in the protection of corrupt leaders.
Adv Mxolisi Nxasana was thought to be that puppet
and a tame replacement by Zuma. The picture soon
changed when it turned out that NDPP Nxasana was
considering to charge Zuma after the courts ruled in
favour of invalidating the 2009 dropping of Zuma’s
corruption charges by Adv Mpshe. The courts effec-
tively reinstated the charges against Zuma. Nxasana’s
exit was forced with a handshake of about R17 mil-
lion to clear the way for a more amenable Adv Shaun
Abrahams who was expected to find every available
tactic to delay and frustrate the charging of Zuma.

This year yet another court process found Adv Abra-
hams’ appointment to be invalid, while Adv Nxasana
was ordered to pay back the R17 million. Adv Shami-
la Batohi is inheriting such a rotten and stinking NPA
administration. AZAPO hopes that she will clean the
NPA and restore its independence to prosecute with-
out fear or favour. Further, we expect that she will
possess the courage to pursue and reinstate charges
against the powerful politicians of the ruling party.
The NPA has just dropped the charges against the
Guptas and ruling party leaders implicated in the Free
State Estina Dairy scandal.
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LOAD SHEDDING HYPOCRISY –
THE COUNTRY DESERVES BETTER

We thought it was a thing of the past and lessons
learnt have stood the country in great stead. In the
heat of the summer, when the demand for electricity is
at its lowest, ESKOM has been subjecting AZANIA to
unrelenting load shedding from mid-November until
now. It is appalling that the reported problem of ca-
pacity shortage at ESKOM power stations is due to
unplanned outages resulting in unavailable generated
power to the magnitude of 9000MW to 11000MW, an
equivalent of 3 of the 15 ESKOM power stations. At
the same time, ESKOM has submitted an application
for a 15% tariff increase to NERSA. Should this be seen
as a mere coincidence?

Four years on since the last load shedding, ESKOM has
since added 6000MW to its generating capacity with
the introduction of Medupi, Kusile and Ingula. We now
know that ESKOM has a generating capacity of
47000MW. Yet, it is struggling to support a load de-
mand of 29000MW, requiring them to reduce it to
about 27000MW through the rolling stage 2 load
shedding, which enables ESKOM to reduce the de-
mand by 2000MW to balance and stabilise the power
system.

Load shedding is understood to be a measure of last
resort to prevent the collapse of the power system
country-wide. When there is insufficient power sta-
tion capacity to supply the demand (load) from all the
customers, the electricity system becomes unbal-
anced, which can cause it to trip out country-wide (a
blackout), and which could take days to restore. When
power is insufficient, ESKOM can thus either increase
supply or reduce demand to bring the system back
into balance. As the difference between supply and
demand becomes small, action has to be taken to pre-
vent the system from becoming unstable. With the
number of power stations, understandably 9 of the 15
power stations, impacted by unplanned outages due
to lack of maintenance, AZAPO is forced to wonder
how did ESKOM and Department of Public Enterprises
(DPE) allow the country to be at risk like this?

It was President Zuma who, in 2016 after having met
ESKOM Power Station Managers and the rest of
ESKOM leadership, declared that the country will nev-
er ever witness another load shedding again. Here we
are, with 9 of the 15 ESKOM power stations without

permanent Power Station Managers, no Head of
ESKOM Generation since the resignation of Thava
Govender in mid-October 2018, no power generation
experience within ESKOM board and EXCO. Worse
still, no capacity within the Department of Public En-
terprises to provide oversight on ESKOM as the de-
partment does not have the requisite skills for the
role. Is it not hypocrisy to be told that ESKOM is on top
of things and that we should expect a lit Christmas?

Minister Pravin Gordhan told the country that the
problem has been on the horizon since 2010 as
ESKOM has not been investing on maintenance of the
generation fleet while fully aware that most of these
power stations are in midlife and some closer to re-
tirement. And there is a dire lack of skills that has led
to the quality of maintenance done in the past to be
questionable.

As part of the remediation of the current problem,
ESKOM announced through the Minister of Public En-
terprises and its Chairman, that they have cancelled
all leave for senior managers and deployed them to
the power stations to ensure that the country does not
experience a black Christmas. These are the same
ESKOM senior managers who are low on morale since
being told that some of them may be subjected to the
section 189 retrenchment process after the imple-
mentation of a strategy that they were barred from
contributing to its development. Are they the people
Minister Pravin Gordhan is suspecting for sabotaging
the power system and country?

When the now old ESKOM board was announced,
there was expectation of stability and a return to bet-
ter days. President Ramaphosa’s government must
take full responsibility for this mess. Our country de-
serves better!
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Having been founded in December 1968, the Black
Consciousness Movement (BCM) is commemorating its
50th Anniversary this year. That is quite a milestone
that qualifies the BCM as one of the oldest liberation
movements in Azania. And this experience is not just
in the length of time, but in the rich and epoch-making
contributions of the BCM in the Azanian Revolution.

The launch of the BPC at St Peter's Seminary, Hammanskraal, 
8 February 1973

When the BCM organisations were banned by the
white settler-colonial regime on 19 October 1977, the
organisations had the presence of mind to outwit the
enemy by reconstituting and renaming themselves into
AZAPO on 28 April 1978. In that sense, 1978 became
not the year of any birth but of the regrouping and con-
solidation of the BCM that commemorates 50 years of
struggle this year.

The Steve Biko Foundation (SBF), an ally of the BCM, is
hosting the platform at which the 50th Anniversary
milestone will be commemorated. The commemora-
tion will take the form of the 1st BCM Founders Reun-
ion where an eventful programme will be hosted from
14-17 December 2018 at the Steve Biko Centre in Gins-
berg at Biko’s place of birth near Qonce.

The June 16 1976 Uprising, Soweto

The overall theme is “Inspiration Beyond a Lifetime”. A
rich line-up of panellists from the BC Stalwarts and
AZAPO leaders will lead discussions on various topics
with a view to throw light on the BCM legacy and fu-
ture projection. The young generation stands to bene-
fit a lot from this occasion as Biko’s peers will take the
nation into confidence about a lot of information that
may have missed most of the written books about the
BCM and Biko.

50 YEARS OF STRUGGLE AND SACRIFICE
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AZAPO, the flagbearer of BC and custodian of Biko, is
fully behind the SBF in this historic project. To under-
score the productive relationship between AZAPO
and the SBF, AZAPO will have its former Presidents in
Cdes Dr Saths Cooper and Pandelani Nefolovhodwe
sharing their experiences at the BCM Founders Reun-
ion. Other senior AZAPO leaders like Cdes Adv Mo-
janku Gumbi and Cikizwa Dabula will also make their
contribution at the Reunion.

It is pleasing that other BCM founders like Cdes Prof
Barney Pityana and Bishop Malusi Mpumlwana will
be there to take the nation down memory lane.

AZAPO views this BCM Founders Reunion as a plat-
form to take stock of the BCM’s contributions and
how the BCM should reposition and regroup going
forward in advancing the liberation struggle. It is a
platform where each BCM Stalwart should do self-
introspection in terms of their contributions towards
defending and advancing their legacy. It would be a
waste of time and resources if the participants
emerged from the Reunion without being reenergised
to advance the ideals for which Biko and thousands of
Azanians laid their lives.

Already, a number of BC Founders have departed.
Adv Madibeng Chris Mokoditoa took his final rest in
October of this year. Others departed much earlier.
Those are Bantu Steve Biko, Onkgopotse Ramothibi
Tiro, Mapetla Mohapi, Mthuli ka Shezi, Motlalepula
Kgware, Drake Koka, Debs Matshoba, Dr Abu Asvat,
Muntu ka Myeza, Strini Moodley, Vuyisa Qunta,
Nomsisi Kraai (Khuzwayo) and many others.

At the Memorial Service of Adv Mokoditoa, Prof Pit-
yana shared his conversation with other BCM Found-
ers like Prof Bennie Khoapa and Dr Nchaupe Mo-
koape. This is what he said he told them:

“I go around the university campuses of our land, I
come across some smart student activists who are
hungry for BC. They are animated by a desire, and an
eagerness to embrace BC, a thirst to know and to un-
derstand Steve Biko. Much of BC philosophy is being
studied with enthusiasm across this nation, I suspect
much more than I find than Nelson Mandela. Then
why is it that so much BC thinking is being distorted
in political language and ideas?”

The Reunion should grapple with this question and
many more. Even though the following message was
meant for young people at Cde Mokoditoa’s Memorial
Service by Prof Pityana, AZAPO implores the BCM
Founders to take this message to heart as it was di-
rected to them:

“To the young people in our midst, I can only say,
there is work to be done. It is at a time like this that
Chris has left our shores. Where he has gone none of
us have been, and where he has been, he has left us
with much work to do. We all have work to do. Our
struggle for liberation is not yet complete. It may nev-
er be, but we must not rest”.

WE EXPECT NOTHING FROM RACISTS

As the conscience of Black people, AZAPO had con-
sciously decided to ignore the racist, patronising and
condescending rant of one of the biggest beneficiaries
of land dispossession, colonialism and apartheid - Jo-
han Rupert. Whichever way the matter is dressed up,
there can be no denying that Rupert and his family
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acquired their ill-gotten wealth because of their
white privilege status on the back of economic op-
pression and exploitation of Black people.

In an interview with Power FM radio station boss Giv-
en Mkhari, Rupert offended many Black people by his
racist utterances, essentially blaming Black people for
their poverty. He further said that those Black people
who were able to somehow escape from the poverty
through State tenders would blow their cash on fancy
German sedans and in night-clubs.

As AZAPO, we were not disappointed at all by Ru-
pert’s condescending attitude towards Black people.
However, what disappointed us was the reaction of
our people towards his racist rants. Our position as
AZAPO has always been to locate the solutions of our
problems within ourselves, hence the battle cry –
Black man, you are on your own.

Of course, there are some amongst us who have dif-
ferent beliefs. They believe that they can defeat the
white supremacist by loving him. They believe that if
whites are shown compassion and tender love, they
can change and become good towards Black people.
They believe that the racism of white people towards
Black people is an accident that can be corrected.

They are wrong. The only way to defeat racism is for
Black people to be on their own and to attain econom-
ic freedom. Economic freedom comes with Black
Power, and this is the most potent antidote to kill rac-

ism.

It was clear during the radio dialogue with Rupert
that many Black people were disappointed with his
attitude towards them. One of the participants rightly
asserted that Rupert was blatantly racist, but strange-
ly begged him to assist Black people with their start-
up operations. And this is where the problem lies.
Some of our people still harbour expectations of
goodwill from whites. It is possible that had Rupert
made some commitments to fund Black businesses,
he could have been instantly cleansed of all his sins.

This mistaken belief of linking our survival with
whites is the reason AZAPO decided to comment on
this issue. From whites, we should expect nothing.
We should actually make the white supremacist irrel-
evant. We are aware of ‘the old school tie’ approach
that they adopt towards business and economic is-
sues. A white child is more likely to get the hand up
for their business prospects as well as first preference
when it comes to employment opportunities. We
should accept that we are our own liberators and that
nothing will happen without our own efforts. We
should free ourselves of the mentality of expecting
falling crumbs from the tables of the likes of Rupert
and his ilk.

Phansi namabhunu asithandayo!
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SEXUAL HARASSMENT OF WOMEN IS 
COUNTERREVOLUTIONARY

Once again, and probably not for the last time, a leader
of the ruling party has been associated with the sexual
harassment of Black women. By virtue of these lead-
ers’ link to the ruling party and State power, Black
women would be justified to expect a lot of positive
things from them. Unfortunately, some of these lead-
ers have proved to be wolves in sheep’s skins.

The ANC’s national spokesperson Pule Mabe is in boil-
ing water after having allegedly sexually harassed his
own fellow Comrade and personal assistant. The
young Black woman who is 26 years of age spilled the
beans in a “letter of grievance to the ANC about Pule
Mabe’s alleged predatory conduct. The woman expos-
es schemes used by these powerful politicians in their
bid to lure women for sexual harassment. Instead of
using the State power to liberate Black women, these
politicians exploit the joblessness and poverty of
Black women to sexually pounce on them.

The way Black women are treated by these powerful
politicians is not different from the serial rapists who
offer desperate Black women non-existent jobs only to
rape and murder them. It is double tragedy. The first
tragedy is that the Black woman here is unemployed
and poor. The second tragedy is that her poverty is
used to prey on her.

The young woman shocked the nation when she re-
vealed to the ANC’s senior leader Jessie Duarte that
she was employed by Pule Mabe to be his personal
assistant in the employ of the ruling party without go-
ing through an interview as required by labour ethics.
She says she was “verbally informed by Comrade
Pule” on 22 July 2018 that she would be starting on
the job on 1 August 2018. This all took place at the
ANC Provincial Conference held at the usual St George
Hotel in Tshwane.

We cannot have forgotten then COSATU’s Zwelinzima
Vavi who met a South African Airways Black woman
employee whom he employed without an interview

and later had sex with her at the federation’s offices.
Vavi was then still a staunch ANC backer. We know
how the same ANC leaders harassed and persecuted
Jacob Zuma’s rape accuser Fezeka “Khwezi”
Khuzwayo. The ANCWL was among the ruling party’s
organisations that threw all their weight to back their
leader by harassing Khuzwayo who had to be exiled
for fear of losing her life. While it may have not yet
been conclusively shown but there is every possibility
that she succumbed to the pressure and died.

Tragic stories are told of some Black women who have
to offer their male bosses sex in order to get promo-
tion. We hear of how some Black women are preyed
upon in the business world by having to provide sex in
return for tenders. This is cruelty of the worst order.

If anything, the abuse and sexual harassment of Black
women by the powerful politicians is evidence of the
need for society to uproot patriarchy and sexism.
AZAPO so hates the ill-treatment of women that it re-
jects the harmless non-sexism in favour of its aggres-
sive principle of anti-sexism. We are not just “non-
sexist”, but we travel a mile further to be anti-sexist
where we actively wage a fierce fight against patriar-
chy and sexism both in our movement and society at
large.
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Steve Biko, the Founding Father of the Black Con-
sciousness Movement (BCM), would have been 72
years old on 18 December. This date carries a lot of
significance in Black History because a Black child who
would later have a profound impact on the Azanian
political landscape was born.

Our knowledge of Biko's death date of 12 September
1977, should excite our curiosity to find out about his
birth day and all that relates to it.

We have to do that because Biko was not an ordinary
human being. He was a revolutionary intellectual
whose political activism, theorising and philosophising
left an indelible mark on the Azanian political land-
scape.

Biko was the third child of Mzingaye and Nokuzola.
Mzingaye was of the amaGcina clan, while Nokuzola
was of amaCethe. Interestingly, the name Mzingaye
means "home because of him", while Nokuzola refers
to serenity or calmness and peacefulness. It makes
sense that the parents have their child the name

Bantu (People) as if to instruct him to serve his people
with a commitment anchored on calmness, which
would bring about lasting peacefulness among the peo-
ple.

It should provide us with a curious contrast that Biko's
father was at some stage a policeman during the height
of white racism and oppression in our country Azania.
Mzingaye was a typical Black father who moved his
family from place to place in search of a better life. It
should interest us that Biko's father dropped the po-
liceman job for being a clerk, during which time he
studied towards a law degree. There must have been a
sense in which such introspection had influence on Bi-
ko because he himself switched to law studies after he
was expelled from his medicine studies at the "black
section" of the University of Natal.

Biko was born in a small Karoo town of Tarkastad on
the banks of the Tarka River in the Eastern Cape. Of
interest is that the name Tarkastad comes from the
Khoikhoi "traka", which means women because of the
landscape of two peaks overlooking the town.

Biko's father died in 1950 when he was only four years 
old. That meant that Biko was brought up almost single
-handedly by his mother MamCethe through the im-
possibly limited wages of a domestic worker.

Of course, Biko grew up in Ginsberg after his father lat-
er moved there. Situated near Qonce, Ginsberg was
named after a white councillor and a "Cape Colony"
parliamentarian Franz Ginsberg.

THE TRAIN DECISION
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There is no doubt that the people of Ginsberg should
be restless of living in a piece of Azanian land named
after a colonialist. Just as much as they should not be
happy with the de-naming of Qonce to King Williams
Town, they should not be happy that they have not
yet reclaimed Ginsberg by properly renaming it.

However, Biko started his schooling in Ginsberg
schools of St Andrews Primary, Charles Morgan High-
er Primary and Forbes Grant Secondary. While he was
an all-rounder, he excelled in Mathematics and Eng-
lish subjects. He was so intelligent that he was al-
lowed to skip an academic class. That intelligence
propelled him to move on to prestigious boarding
schools like Lovedale in Dikeni (Alice).

He did not last long at Lovedale where he had joined
his elder brother Khaya. They were both detained by
the apartheid police after Khaya was accused of being
associated with the then banned PAC. Biko had to
move to Thekwini (Durban) to carry on with his stud-
ies at the St Frances College in Mariannhill.

The political experiences of being detained and ex-
pelled from schools prepared him well for the hype of
political activity at the University of Natal from 1966
onwards. His Blackness meant that he could not enter
that University directly. He accessed it through a spe-
cial opening created for Black students, which was
referred to as some "Non-European section" located
at a Wentworth township. This segregated life fol-
lowed Biko even in his temporary political home,
NUSAS. This was a white liberal students organisation
at tertiary schools.

It is at that organisation where he observed that Black
people were not only oppressed by white people, but
were made to be depended on the very white people
for solutions to liberate themselves from that oppres-
sion. While it were Black students that were living in
the mud of a segregated "black section" at university,
white students tended to be more advantaged by the
English language, which was used in political meet-
ings, to articulate Black problems better than Black
students. That gave white students a false appearance
of superiority and knowledgeability. In other words,
the Black students came to accept their inferiority
complex as natural. Something had to be done to psy-
chologically liberate Black students.

In 1967 at a conference in Makhanda (Grahamstown)
the non-racial facade of NUSAS was exposed. When
the Black students got there, they discovered that the
university dormitories were exclusively arranged for
the "superior" accommodation of white students,
while the Black students were to be dumped in a
township church building. Biko and his fellow Went-
worth Black students had travelled by train. To show
that they were already fed up, they took a decision on
the train that they would leave NUSAS if it obeyed the
apartheid law of Separate Amenities Act.

Biko narrated the train decision at the 1975 SASO-
BPC Trial as follows:

"It so happened that when we got to Rhodes
University, in the first instance the conference
organiser could not quite say where we were
going to stay. We were all put in the hall in
different places, and we eventually noticed
that all the White students went first, then
some of the Indian students, then eventually
he came to us to say he had found a church
where we could stay. At that moment I felt we
had ample reason to stick by our decision on
the train.”

The segregated accommodation was a decisive mo-
ment for the Black students. Such was the impact that
Biko had to recapture the moment in a 1970 letter to
the SRCs after his election as the SASO inaugural Pres-
ident:
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“In the NUSAS conference of 1967 the Blacks
were made to stay at a church building in the
Grahamstown location, each day being
brought to the conference site by cars etc. On
the other hand their White 'brothers' were
staying in residences around the conference
site. This is perhaps the turning point in the
history of Black support for NUSAS. So appal-
ling were the conditions that it showed the
Blacks just how valued they were in the or-
ganisation.”

This scenario makes it clear to us that the decision to
form SASO was in fact taken in a train in mid-1967,
even though it was implemented in December 1968
where SASO was officially formed.

SASO became the pioneer BC organisation, which
ironically gave birth to its mother organisation Black
People's Convention (BPC). That is why this year Aza-
nians commemorate the 50th anniversary of the BCM,
of which AZAPO is the leading political organisation.

Symbolically, it would be difficult to talk about the
Founding Year of 1968 and the June 16 Uprisings
without saying something about 18 December 1946
in Tarkastad.

Happy birthday, Bantu!

OUR LAND—THE REAL FREEDOM

One of the primary reasons AZAPO decided to boycott
the Convention for a Democratic South Africa
(CODESA) - that forum established to abort the Azani-
an revolution - was the fact that the Kempton Park
negotiations were explicit that talks would not be
about the transfer of land from the white tribe to the
Black majority who lost their land through colonial
conquest.

AZAPO also resolved to stay away from the 27 April
1994 polls because it was clear that the elections
were just about the co-option of non-whites into a
system that will preserve the ill-gotten wealth of the
white tribe and that the government led by the non-

the ownership patterns as it would have to honour
sacred clauses inserted in the Constitution about re-
spect of individual ownership rights.

AZAPO warned then that there can’t be real freedom
without land. When the section of the liberation
movement was campaigning, on the eve of the 1994
elections, on the ticket of providing jobs and free
houses for the poor, AZAPO maintained its position
about the land being the paramount issue that needed
to be addressed first. But we were dismissed by those
who said we did not read the mood of the majority as
people wanted jobs and houses not land.

More than two decades later, the freedom honey-
moon is over. We have been vindicated. The majority
of people, including the governing party, now realise
that the land question needs to be resolved. The issue
of land has become fashionable. It has become clearer
that any party that seeks to win the 2019 election
would have to put land on the top of its agenda.

But people are being fed propaganda. They are being
told that yes, they need land but they actually need
land for residential purposes. They are told that the
majority of Black people have no capacity – financial
resources and experience - to utilise the land produc-
tively.

Because of the power of this propaganda, many of our
people are buying into this lie. The colonisers invade
our country, take our land, cut our connection with
the land, force us to go and work in the mines and fac-
tories in the towns and then turn around and say we

3
have no experience to work the land! How rich!whites would have limited space to radically change
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The best way of exploding this myth is for Black peo-
ple to acquire modern technology to work the land so
that we can make it highly productive and be able to
feed ourselves and export some of our produce. When
we do that, we would have started on a journey to lib-
eration and self-reliance. We will then be a free peo-
ple.

EDCON CRISIS

In response to a report published in The Sunday
Times about the possible closure of Edcon Holdings,
the owners of a giant retail business Edgars, Jet and
CNA. Some trade unions have called on the govern-
ment to intervene and ensure that the 140 000 direct
and indirect jobs are saved.

Shortly after the story broke, Edcon management
moved swiftly to repudiate the report saying most of
the things covered by the Sunday newspaper report
were speculation. However, they admitted that the
company needs huge sums of money to stay afloat.
One of the options that Edcon management was con-
sidering was to get a rescue package deal estimated at
about R1.2bn from one of the major investors, the
Public Investment Corporation (PIC).

It is understandable why unions would react in this
fashion to try to save jobs. After all, unemployment is
one of the biggest challenges facing our country. How-
ever, unions should be careful about calling on the PIC,
which is the custodian of public servants pension, to
spend money to save private companies. The PIC’s
main brief is to ensure proper investment of the work-
ers’ pension.

There are lessons that the Edcon story offers. The first
lesson is that the working class is always used by the
rich to protect the interests of the rich. All of a sudden,
the mainstream media is essentially imploring govern-
ment to intervene to save 140 000 jobs by ensuring
that Edcon does not shut down. It is as if Edcon is this
sensible employer who is in business purely to create
jobs for the poor. Edcon has a very interesting history
with our apartheid past. This company, like many es-
tablished during white rule, is yet to be fully trans-

but also to procure merchandise from Black suppliers.
The unions and other interested parties that are con-
cerned about the workers losing jobs should rather
direct their energies to get Edcon to fully embrace
transformation so that Black people can also benefit
from operations of this giant retailer.

The other lesson that should be learnt from this story
is about the pace of South African government and
businesses to respond to globalisation. Clothing shops
such as Edgars are vulnerable to cheap imports from
other countries such as China and Taiwan. The labour
movement, business and government should have an
honest dialogue about how to respond to this chal-
lenge.

Edcon management can in the meantime dismiss the
story of massive job losses as speculation but if noth-
ing is done to address factors that are putting pres-
sure on the retail space, massive job losses will soon
become a reality.

EDITORIAL

This being our last publication for 2018, AZAPO Voice
Editorial Collective wish you, our loyal readers, a joy-
ous festive season and all the best for the coming
2019. We look forward to continue sharing the Black
Perspectives of our society with you and welcome
your views and opinions on the year that was and the
articles we carried. With the coming year being an
elections year, please remember to check your voting
eligibility with the IEC offices or during the registra-

4formed to empower Black people just not as workers tion weekend of  26-27 January 2019. AMANDLA!
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