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I    THE TIES THAT FOREVER BIND. 


Thanks to the comrades with whom I have shared the historical space since the Boers refused my 

entry into South Africa in 1972 when, as Student President of the University of Zimbabwe, I was 

invited by Steve Biko, Ranwedzi Nengwekhulu, Barney Pityana and other stalwarts of the South 

African Students Organisation (SASO)/The Black Consciousness Movement (BCM),  to attend 

their historic conference in Turfloop; on the basis of which we converged in exile, in Botswana in 

early 1977, after Abraham Tiro had been brutally assassinated by the Boers in Gaborone in 1976, 

and in anticipation of Steve Biko who should have joined us in September 1977 but for his 

assassination on this day 43 years ago; the subsequent convergence in post independent 

Zimbabwe, when we used our good officers in the new government to grant political asylum to 
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the BCM/AZAPO, comrades like Mosibudi Mangena, following their fall-out with the Botswana 

authorities; the invitation extended to me by the comrades of the Black Lawyers Association in 

1989; then the Biko Memorial lecture I presented in Johannesburg on the 11 September 2004 - 

“Remembering Steve Biko in the Context of 10 years of Democracy”; the honour and privilege 

to have presented the 18th Steve Biko Memorial Lecture at UNISA on 9th November 2017, 

“PanAfricanism, Class and the State in Southern Africa”; and, today, the rare and historic 

honour of presenting the 10th Steve Biko Annual Lecture at Nelson Mandela University, 43 years 

to the day of his murder on 12 September 1977. 


	 Indeed, sincere gratitude to the Nelson Mandela University, and, likewise to my comrades 

of the BCM/AZAPO legacy, particularly Mosebudi Mangena, without whom I could not have been 

afforded all these opportunities of honouring our brother and comrade, Steve Biko. These are the 

ties that forever bind!


In this regard, it is also an occasion to thank the Biko family, in particular Steve’s son, Ngosinathi, 

who hosted me in Grahamstown three years ago, after the 18th Steve Biko Memorial Lecture at 

UNISA, and during which I visited the Steve Biko Shrine, the impressive Memorial Centre erected 

in our hero’s name, the family home, and in general, the historic surroundings that hopefully we 

can all help to enhance appropriately as a monument to this great human being, Steve Biko.
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II  10th STEVE BIKO MEMORIAL LECTURE REITERATION OF THE THEME - 

NOT YET UHURU! 

Therefore, this day is a poignant reminder that Black Lives Matter, to refer the to the Movement 

that has been so sparked into new life by the murder of George Floyd on 25th May 2020, In 

circumstances similar to those under which Steve Biko was killed 43 years ago today.


And so, hereby to reiterate the historical, political, ideological and socio-economic factors that 

underpin and pervade our reality as Africans, at home and in the Diaspora, as highlighted in my 

previous Biko Lecture.


1. THE NATIONAL QUESTION. 

The National Question in Africa has to be understood in terms of the historical, political and 

economic factors that also defined the process whereby Africa and Africans were relegated in the 

international division of labour, Viz:


• The European expansion that began in the 15th century, specifically in 1492 when Columbus 

“discovered” the “New World” and, says my late brother Samir Amin, simultaneously began the 

“Nightmare” “for the rest of the world which became thereby the “Third World”; and saw Africa 

likewise “discovered“ and (under) “developed” as a geopolitical concept within the global 
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perimeters of a voracious Caucasian onslaught, the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade through which 

Africans were dehumanised, pillaged and transported as mere commodities across the oceans;


• The colonial era during which the Mother Continent was balkanized, parceled out among the 

European powers, and whole people dispossessed of their political sovereignty, economic 

rights and sheer capacity;


• The current Neo-Colonial period during which, notwithstanding the gains made with the 

attainment of political independence and the establishment of the nation-state-in-making, still 

find Africa and the Africans at the bottom of the heap of human existence and development.


Therefore, the post independence and/or post-apartheid track record has to be assessed in 

relation to the state’s capacity to resolve the National Question, on the extent to which Africans 

worldwide can claim that they have moved closer to the restoration of both their dignity as a, 

people and Africa’s rightful place in global affairs.


For, as Amilcar Cabral (Revolution in Guinea, 1969) stated, Africans and those of African descent 

the world over, the resolution of the National Question must necessarily include the successful 

struggle towards the rectification of history, Africa’s history, our history:


It is history which the colonialists have taken from us. The colonialists usually say that it 

was they who brought us into history: today we show that this is not so. They made us 

leave history, our history, to follow them right at the back, to follow the progress of their 

history. Today, in taking up arms to liberate ourselves , we want to return to our history, on 

our own feet, by our means and through our own sacrifices.  
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     2. POST-LIBERATION AND THE SPECTRE OF NEO-COLONIALISM.  

As I pointed out in the 18th Steve Biko Memorial Lecture on 9 November 2017,  the foundations 

of the National Question in Southern Africa are implicit in the following mission statement by Cecil 

John Rhodes, on the eve of the Berlin Congress of 1884 which divided Africa among the 

European Colonialists, and unleashed a combination of historical, economic and political forces 

which have since then carved and shaped the subregion:    


 I was in the East End of London (a working class quarter) yesterday and attended a 

meeting of the unemployed. I listened to the wild speeches which were just a cry for 

'bread! bread!’ and an my way home I pondered aver the scene and I became more than 

ever convinced af the importance of imperialism ... My cherished idea is a solution of the 

social problem, i.e. in order to save 40 000 inhabitants of the United Kingdom from a 

bloody civil war, we colonial statesmen must acquire new lands to settle the surplus 

population, to provide new markets for the goods produced in the factories and mines. The 

Empire, as I have always said, is a bread and butter question. If you want to avoid civil war, 

you must become imperialist.  

In short, it was on the back of Rhodes’ dream of a British Empire - from Cape to Cairo - 

that South Africa became the launching pad for the colonisation of the neighbouring countries 

some of whom arrogantly carried his name, “Rhodesia.”


 	 So, almost two decades into post-liberation, is it incorrect to describe Southern Africa - 

and Post-Aparheid South Africa itself - as a special form of neo-colonialism, as having been a 
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peculiar case of Colonialism (or white settler colonialism), reflecting the imperialist objectives of 

creating “White Dominions”, like Canada, Australia and New Zealand, out of South Africa and 

Zimbabwe?


3 . THE PITFALLS OF NATIONAL CONSCIOUSNESS. 

A neo-colonial order is a combination of both the imperatives of the colonialist mission and 

the class structure it inheres in the process, reflected in the incapacity of the class - the petit 

bourgeoisie - that inherits power from the colonisers, to lead a successful transformative 

revolution. As it has turned out, the liberation struggle in Southern Africa was less about a 

Socialist Revolution than an African nationalist quest to resolve its own concept of the National 

Question, through the attainment of political independence, or the national democratic revolution, 

as some of you call it here in South Africa, as the foundation of the national-state-in-the-making; 

and the attendant tasks of resolving such economic questions as the Land Question, improved 

standard of living for the working people, democratisation of the education and health systems, 

resolution of the gender question; and, in general, the restoration of the dignity of the African 

person after centuries of white domination. 


	 But as is the case in the rest of post-colonial Africa, this is work in progress in post-

liberation Southern Africa, characterised by glaring shortfalls across the board. So, even a cursory 

audit of the recent post- liberation period reveals one characterised by continuities, as opposed to 

transformation, in the economic and social realms; and the consequent rise of a comprador class 

of leaders in both the state and private sectors, with the hegemonic oversight of international 

capital.


	 As O.R. Tambo warned us all in 1990, on his return to South Africa,
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“The Struggle is far from over: if anything, it has become more complex and therefore more 

difficult...”  


Indeed, given the backdrop of post-liberation Southern Africa so far, there is the inescapable 

conclusion that the African nationalist era, inclusive of the national liberation movements, have 

long served their purpose as the agency for the attainment of political independence and/or the 

formal end of apartheid. And no more! As a class project, it is both historically pre-empted and 

ideologically constrained from taking us further than we have come so far.


More than that, it has turned out to be naive, if not self-indulgent and downright presumptuous, to 

have expected that this class of leaders that inherited state power could have served as the 

anticipated vanguard, the substitute for the national bourgeoisie, through which to drive the 

national development agenda and enhance the fortunes of the nation-state-in-the making. It is an 

understatement to conclude that the post-liberation phase so far has been a resounding failure, 

especially on the economic transformation front. Therefore, as in the rest of post-independence 

Africa, Kwame Nkrumah's dictum that "Seek ye first the political kingdom and all other things will 

be added unto you", now rings hollow in the face of the "pitfalls of national consciousness" that 

Frantz Fanon warned about already in the late 1960's. So, even the 'political kingdoms' 

themselves have lost their gloss, increasingly tarnished by a breed of clueless leaders, mavericks 

and megalomaniacs. And so the mass of our people, the Wretched of the Earth, as Frantz Fanon 

described them even as the hope and expectations for freedom were contagious in the 1960's 

and 1970's, remain largely disenchanted and almost helpless, in the face of States characterised 

less by the commitment to democratic governance and progressive economic and social 

development, than by crude and backward forms of mass regimentation, as opposed to genuine 
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mobilisation, mainly in the interests of the indefinite incumbency and veneration of the "Big 

Leader'. As Willy Mutunga, former Chief Justice of Kenya, has said: 


	 "His face is on money, his photograph hangs in in every part of, his realm, his ministers 

wear gold pins with tiny photographs of him on the lapels of their pinstriped tailored suits. He 

names streets, football stadiums, hospitals and universities after himself. He carries a silver inlaid 

ivory rungu or an ornately carved walking stick or a flywhisk or chiefly stool. He insists on being 

called doctor or being the big elephant or the number one peasant or nice old man or national 

miracle or the most popular leader in the world, his every pronouncement is reported on the first 

page. He shuffles ministers without warning, paralyses policy decisions as he undercuts 

pretenders to his throne. He scapegoats minorities to show up popular support. He bans all 

political parties except the one he controls. He rigs elections. He emasculates the courts and he 

cows the press, he stifles academia. He gives the church. The Big Man's, off-the-cuff remarks 

have the power of /aw. He demands thunderous applause from the legislature when ordering for-

reaching changes in the constitution. He blesses his home region with highways, schools, 

hospitals, housing projects, irrigation schemes and a presidential mansion. He packs the civil 

service with his tribesmen .. His enemies are harassed by youth wingers from the ruling party. His 

enemies are detained or exiled, humiliated and tortured or killed". 
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III     WHAT IS TO BE DONE? 

 

There could be no better occasion than today, Steve Biko Day, to remind ourselves of the 

inherent values of Black Consciousness, as both self-awareness of who we are as a people, and 

the capacity to liberate ourselves under the banner of renewed PanAfricanism. 


1. RE-ASSERTION OF BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS AS PART OF THE GLOBAL PAN-AFRICAN 

MOVEMENT, ON THE BACK OF THE CURRENT SLOGAN BLACK LIVES MATTER. 


This should begin with the curriculum in our own tertiary institutions, particularly 

universities such as yours, in the study of the Political Economy of Africa, as is to be the subject 

of the Kwame Nkrumah Academy in the proposed PanAfrika - the Postgraduate University for 

Policy Studies in Africa, which the SAPES Trust is soon to establish in Zimbabwe:


i. Defining Africa : the Geopolitical and Historical Context; European Expansionism from 

1942; the Trans-Atlantic Slave trade; Imperialism and colonialism


ii. The African Diaspora: Pan African Movement


iii. The Anti-colonialist and Liberation Struggles


iv. African Political Philosophies, Ideologies and Development paradigms, including Black 

Consciousness and Pan-Africanism itself, Nationalism and the Decolonization School of 

Thought. 


	 As used to be the practice at the University of Dar es Salaam in its hey-days of such Pan-

African scholars as Walter Rodney (and his How Europe  Underdeveloped Africa), Claude Ake, 
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Micere Mugo, Okwudiba Nnoli, Dani Nabudere, Archie Mafeje, Issa Shivji, Yash Tandon and some 

of us, these subjects - under the rubric of Development Studies - were compulsory across the 

board, from Humanities and Social Studies, to Engineering Medicine and National Sciences; and 

a prerequisite for the award of any degree in the University.


	 Africa itself has to produce a leadership that understands the reality that it seeks to 

transform. But it is also against the background of an educated and informed population that 

Africa can rid itself of the new class of the comprador bourgeoise - in the absence of a viable 

class or indigenous private sector as the engine of economic development; the residue of 

international finance capital, as the class which now straddles both the public and the so-called 

private sectors, and has increasingly captured the State in our countries, in partnership with 

international capital and/or its cartels.


Elsewhere, particularly in the 18th Steve Biko Memorial Lecture at UNISA ("Pan Africanism, 

Class and The State in Southern Africa," 9 November, 2017), I outlined in some detail the 

historical origins of the comprador bourgeoisie in Southern Africa in particular and Africa 

generally, including the role of such multinationals -e.g. Anglo-America, LONRHO, etc -as have 

been associated with the extractive industries , and how they "compradorized"  some of the key 

African nationalists, even before Freedom Day itself.


But perhaps, not surprisingly, it has been largely through the extractive industries, that the 

comprador bourgeoisie has grown during this post-liberation period, expressing itself as it has, 

not only through the members of the political and military -security and bureaucratic hierarchy, 

and in collaboration with their counterparts in the private sector and in multinationals at home and 

abroad; but also in the apparent conflation between power, corruption, and wealth.
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 But the main import of my submission today is to underscore why the comprador bourgeoisie 

cannot and will never serve as the -engine of the development in Africa. For, by nature, the 

comprador bourgeoisie is a class in itself and for itself; it is bereft of a national vision nor national 

interest, mainly because it is incapable of conceiving such; and, more significantly, it is a class 

that lives for today, uncertain about tomorrow and hence the looting of the coiffeurs becomes a 

frenzy. These are nothing less than thieves, says my late brother, Gilbert Mudenda. 


	 2. A STATE BASED ON CONSTITUTIONAL AND DEVELOPMENT DEMOCRACY 

	 Only through, a PanAfricanist and technocratic leadership can the reform of the state in 

Africa begin in earnest 


- from the one so given to predatory, parasitic and primitive accumulation, all of which have 

produced the comprador bourgeoise; to one committed to the struggle for constitutional and 

developmental democracy, within the context of the separation of powers, between an 

Executive (which is supposed to be accountable), the Legislature (which is supposed to be 

both well informed and vibrant, as the representative of the people), and the Judiciary (which  

is supposed to be fiercely independent, being the “Soul of the Nation”).


- With National Institutions; established in the terms of the constitution of the country and 

therefore staffed by persons of integrity, non-partisan and patriotic; and 
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- and a Concerted  attack on corruption, beginning with a life-style audit of leaders in both 

public and private sectors, including a public disclosure of assets on the part of office 

holders.   


	 


	 3.  THE IMPERATIVE OF THE ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION 


In the absence of a viable class - such as the national bourgeoisie in the developed economies of 

the “First World” - which could be the engine of economic transformation and development, 

Africa needs to go back to the drawing board and, like its “Founding Fathers” in the 1960s and 

1970s (through the Lagos Plan of Action, for example), return to the “Public Enterprise” model; 

especially with respect to the extractive industries which, both historically and currently, have 

been the main agency through which colonialism par excellence reached our shores, produced 

the comprador bourgeoise in our midst, and given rise to a new colonialism from the East, 

competing with the one from the West, but with similar and devastating consequences for Africa, 

Paradoxically, China is one of those that is today in the forefront of the ravage of Africas natural 

and mineral resources , and yet its economy has grown on the back of public enterprises at 

home.


Between 1949 and 1969, China successfully reorganised its economy away from dependence on 

the west, and from a semi-colony to an independent and self-reliant one. And although the 

private-sector was re-introduced in the mid-1970s, State Economic activities still control the 

country’s economy. With this control, China has now moved from a very backward semi-colony in 

1949, to the second most powerful economy in the world today. It is presently  seriously 

challenging for the number one economic power position. 
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The 2019 Forbes Fortune 500 Global List of the world’s best performing banks has the best four 

from China:


1. The industrial and Commercial Bank of China


2. The China Construction Bank Corporation


3. The Agricultural Bank of China, and


4. The Bank of China


All of the four are fully state-owned banks.


- Restoration, Reform and Retionalization of Public Enterprise, as viable economic units, well-

staffed by qualified and efficient personnel; and adhering to the corporate governance criteria 

applicable to day organizstion. In addition, the public economic entities should focus on those 

sectors most in need of benefitiation - e.g. Mining and Agriculture - and therefore given to 

manufacturing, industrial and technological development and, of course, employment creation. 

They must complete with those in the private sector and, if necessary, partner these, including 

such multinationals as those from which to gain expertise and access to markets.


- The Restoration of the National Development Plan, to ensure equal and even development 

across the country, including rural development, human development and social security, and 

attention to the vulnerable groups in society. 


- Regional Public Enterprises, to be established along, and taking into account, existing trade 

linkages in such key sectors as energy, transport, infrastructure and effecting those sectoral 

provisions already existing at both regional and continental levels. 
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- The African Economic Community : the provisions for the AEC are clearly spelt out in the 

Abuja Treaty; what's required now is the requisite leadership and political resolve with which to 

concretize the African Economic Community.


	 4. PAN-AFRICANISM AND THE INTEGRATION OF AFRICA. 

Therefore, as the title of the book (edited by Ibbo Mandaza and Dani Nabudere, 2002), genuine 

PanAfricanism can grow in the context of the political and economic reform of the neo-colonial 

states whose cultural and economic structures have from birth been linked in imitation and 

subservience to the interests of the former colonial and other metropolitan powers. Therefore to 

base regional integration on these states today amounts to no more than an assumption that 

there is a historical viability for the neo-colonial state as a departure point for African 

development, renaissance, or advancement. 


CONCLUSION 

Therefore the future of PanAfricanism is also the pursuit of “Supranationalism”, by which I meant 

the following, quoting my own in the aforementioned book.


"This is because Suprationalism and Pan Africanism here requires the need to \ transcend the 

arena of "national interest" because the latter will, in effect, only be enhanced through some 

sacrifice of the principles of sovereignty, in the pursuit of regional economic reciprocity. In this 

regard supranationalism is akin to deep integration; it is the pooling of sovereignty on a wide 

range of policy issues, which can be the basis of a political union or the Federation of Southern 
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Africa as a building bloc towards the realisation of the goals and objectives of the African Union, 

and on the basis of which Africa can take Its place as an equal partner in the global community."


	 As Malcolm X warned in 1960. “No matter where the black person is, he will never be 

respected until Africa is a world power.”


	 A solemn reminder that Steve Biko - and Black Consciousness - remains relevant in 2020, 

43 years after his brutal murder, and the year during during which the Black Lives Matter 

Movement is so much in resonance with the centuries-old struggle for the restoration of the 

dignity of the African person.  
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