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TO  :  ALL MEDIA HOUSES FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
FROM  :  AZAPO STANDING COMMITTEE  
 
DATE  :   JULY 12, 2022  
 
SUBJECT :  AZAPO ON BLACK COMMUNITIES BEING UNDER SIEGE WHILE 

GOVERNMENT FOLDS ITS ARMS  
 
 

The Azanian People’s Organisation (AZAPO) condemns in the strongest terms the senseless 

mowing down of civilians in their neighbourhoods by faceless marauding blood thirsty 

mercenaries. It cannot be coincidence when such brutal acts, carried out with military precision, 

happen in succession and the perpetrators remain at large. Citizens of the country are not safe 

anymore. It started with calculated attacks on national key points – security at these national 

key points was compromised and lax, meaning the country is no longer secure. AZAPO agitates 

for a critical reflection on these incidents and calls on members of society through their 

community organisations to look beyond this smokescreen and distractions and fix their eyes 

on the elephant in the room – the anc having stopped ruling while it was given the power to do 

so. AZAPO firmly believes black people are the solution to the many problems they have, if they 

put their mind to it. Black people are on their own, because the anc has stopped ruling – 

effectively there is no government. The country is in autopilot mode.  

Azania is an insecure state! Security agents and law enforcement personnel are more focused 

on internal factional squabbles of the ruling party instead of securing the country. If the security 

agents and law enforcement agents were doing their work, Azania would not be in this 

unfortunate and messy situation. The blame should be put at the doorstep of President 

Ramaphosa and his ruling party, which has long stopped ruling the country. In fact, it is unable 

and unwilling to rule the country.  

Crime has reached alarming levels in the country, and the police appear helpless as the ruling 

party shows no concern at all for black people. Black people are being terrorized by armed 

marauding gangs countrywide especially in the West Rand and the recent senseless tavern 
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murders in Katlehong, Mohlakeng, Soweto and Pietermaritzburg. It is equally very disturbing 

that the people who are accused of these heinous crimes are said to be foreign nationals who 

it would appear are heavily armed and appear to be untouchable. If the anc was really ruling as 

it would make society believe it is, then it would have acted swiftly in protecting defenseless 

black people who appear to be at the mercy of criminals in black communities. The ruling party 

must be prepared to take the blame should the so-called xenophobic attacks break out in the 

mentioned areas, especially in the West Rand. 

AZAPO is of the view that the anc has adopted an uncaring attitude towards the black masses 

as a desperate means of diverting society’s attention from the Phalaphalagate and related 

scandals besetting the ruling party. These senseless killings of black people should not be 

allowed to be used as distraction by the ruling party from the Phalaphala saga that its president 

is muddled with. Another potential distraction is the now burnt old hospital in Leeuhof. This 

destruction of public infrastructure (a self-destructive strategy) is used to distract society from 

the elephant in the room – the unwillingness by the anc to rule and its inability to rule while it 

has been given power to do so by the electorate. AZAPO calls on communities to see the anc 

for what it really is – a corrupt ruling party that protects corrupt individuals like Ramaphosa and 

his thuma mina brigade.    

One daily publication highlighted the fear communities in the West Rand live in, with no help 

from those tasked with law enforcement. Azania is slowly descending into being a banana 

republic. It would seem black lives do not matter to our law enforcement personnel and to the 

ruling party. It would seem being poor and unemployed disqualifies you from being part of the 

mainstream economy. AZAPO does not think the police would be dragging their feet as they 

are doing had these senseless killings been happening in affluent communities. 

AZAPO commits to working with members of the affected communities in mobilising counselling 

support that might be required. Through its members AZAPO will provide any other support it 

can afford that the communities might need. AZAPO makes this commitment because it cares 

for black people. 
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