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TO  :  ALL MEDIA HOUSES FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
FROM  :  AZAPO SECRETARY FOR PUBLICITY & INFORMATION 
 
DATE  :   SEPTEMBER 09, 2022  
 
SUBJECT :  AZAPO ON WHY THE STOLEN ‘GREAT STAR OF AFRIKA” 

DIAMOND SHOULD BE RETURNED TO AZANIA  
 
The Azanian People’s Organization (AZAPO) reiterates her call of 1995 that the stolen Great 
Star of Afrika Diamond should be returned to Black people in AZANIA. AZAPO makes this call 
in the light of the death of the Queen of England. Her death brings into sharp focus AZANIA’s 
colonial relationship with Britain and the pain it continues to cause Black people in AZANIA.  

In a sense her death can be seen as Steve Biko’s slap to the Queen for not returning the stolen 
land and minerals to Black people when she was alive and had the opportunity to do so. In many 
ways than one this is Biko’s fight back. Biko fought and continues to fight the indignity and 
humiliation suffered by Black people then and now. The death of the Queen is a painful reminder 
of the arrogance with which the British attempted to give back the stolen land - they did so by 
giving the land to themselves and not to Black people in AZANIA. This then accounts for the 
continued landlessness of Black people in AZANIA and contextualises why most whites in 
AZANIA still have dual citizenship, 28 years into the bourgeois and quasi democracy which is 
premised on the sell-out Kempton Park negotiated settlement. 

The Queen of England dies during Biko Week – a solemn period when AZAPO remembers the 
callous and brutal murder of Steve Biko at the hands of blood thirsty and racist white special 
branch policemen. During the period 6th – 9th September 1977 Biko was pained and it should 
be added is still pained. Therefore the death of the Queen of England is in a sense Biko’s fight 
back – fight back against landless and shameless stealing of mineral resources of AZANIA.    

AZAPO wants all minerals stolen from AZANIA including the Great Star of Afrika to be returned 
unconditionally. While at it AZAPO demands reparations for slave labour, pain, suffering and 
intentional under-development of AZANIA. AZAPO calls upon all land thieves and those who 
plundered the natural mineral resources of AZANIA, to come back and remediate the gaping 
holes (mines), like the so-called Big Hole in Galeshewe/Kimberley. The death of the Queen of 
England is a rude reminder of how the AZANIAN earth was mercilessly raped of her minerals. 
In the Queen’s death we in AZANIA are reminded of the misery the British colonialists and their 
ilk caused Black people in this beautiful land. 
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